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òI learned much from my teachers, 

more from my colleagues and most 

from my students.ó 

    ñ Babylonian Talmud, Taõanit 7a 
 

My name is Joshua Fineblum and it is 

my honor and pleasure to be a part of 

the Temple of Aaron mishpacha as your 

new Director of Education. I am eager 

to get things started by meeting with 

members of the congregation, listening 

to suggestions, and learning the culture 

at Temple of Aaron.  
 

I have been active in synagogue life 

since growing up in the house of a 

Rabbi. (Editorõs note: Josh's parents are 

Rabbi Steven and Barbara Fineblum.)  
 

After coming back from Ramah Po-

conos in 1990 I helped reignite our 

USY chapter and became very active in 

the greater Jewish community from that 

point on. While attending the University 

of Maryland I got a job at a  

synagogue that later hired me as their 

Youth Director. After two years in 

Owings Mills as a Youth Director I de-

cided to go back to school and get a 

masterõs degree back home in Philadel-

phia at Gratz College. While there I re-

ceived my masterõs degree in Jewish 

Communal Service and a certificate in 

Non-Profit Management.  
 

Upon finishing my studies at Gratz I 

went to work for Kellman Brown Acad-

emy, a Solomon Schechter Jewish Day 

School, in Voorhees, New Jersey as 

their Director of Programming and De-

velopment. As a Hebrew school 

teacher, Junior Congregation coordina-

tor and leader, Bõnai Mitzvah tutor, USY 

advisor, Youth Director, Assistant He-

brew High School Director, Confirma-

tion Coordinator, and Director of Pro-

gramming and Development, I have 

watched and helped many children 

grow and connect to Judaism. It is my 

hope to do the same here at Temple of 

Aaron.  
 

I come to the Twin Cities because I had 

the good fortune of attending Jewish 

Youth Director Association convention 

in January of 2002 where I met Andrea 

Golden, former Youth Director at Adath, 

daughter of Shelly and Ira Golden from 

Plymouth, MN and granddaughter of 

Temple of Aaron congregant Herman 

Gordon. We got married four years ago 

and knew it was time to move back to 

be with family and friends in the Twin 

Cities. Andrea and I are very excited 

about this new time in our lives begin-

ning here.  
 

I am looking forward to working with 

both professionals and lay leaders in 

continuing to educate our youth. Please 

feel free to stop by and meet me as my 

door is always open. I am looking for-

ward to the upcoming year and would 

like to wish each of you a Shana Tova 

Tikatevu; a sweet & happy New Year!  
 

Joshua Fineblum, Director of Education  

Ner Tamid Award Winners ð 

Honorees and Role Models  
As we prepare to honor the five winners 

of the Ner Tamid Award on Selichot, 

Saturday evening, September 4, 2010, 

in this centennial year of Temple of 

Aaron, we feel that it is important to 

revisit the purpose of the award, the 

motivation of those about to be so hon-

ored and, most important, the lessons 

we can learn from these wonderful role 

models.   

 

This yearõs honorees are  

  ñ Betty Agranoff 

  ñ Lynne Anne Bell 

  ñ Shirley Grobovsky 

  ñ Inge Hirschhorn 

  ñ Matzie Miller 

 

The Ner Tamid Award was instituted in 

2008 as a way to recognize the mem-

bers of Temple of Aaron whose efforts 

have or had a visible impact on the wel-

fare and vitality of our congregationõs 

membership over a long period of time.  

The underlying intent of making the 

award is to reinforce to Temple of 

Aaronõs members what can and needs 

to be accomplished by volunteers and 

to create a better understanding of how 

important these roles are to the syna-

gogueõs growth and well-being by recog-

nizing true role models within our midst.  

As a by-product, we have learned an 

interesting lesson ð committed volun-

teers are most often very reluctant to be 

recognized and honored. As the stories 

that follow reflect, they do what they do 

for a multitude of selfless reasons but 

never for the koach/acclaim that may 

result from the effort. In some cases, as 

happened this year, people who we 

have sought to honor with the Ner 

ñ continued on page 10 ñ 

We Welcome Joshua Fineblum , Director of Education  



There is an old joke: Everyone com-

plains about the weather, but no one is 

willing to do anything about it. The same 

can be said about the passage of time; 

we all lament it, but we canõt seem to 

do anything about it. 

 

Of course, that is not entirely accurate. 

Jewish tradition gives us many ways to 

mark, connect, celebrate and even slow 

down time. During this yearõs big cele-

bration of time, the High Holydays, we 

will focus on the passage of the years 

as we conclude our Centennial and 

Celebrate the Next 100 years together. 

 

Our services this year will contain many 

familiar celebrations. Hazzan Kowitz, 

Ritual Coordinator Larry Eisenstadt,  

Music Director Tom Bartsch and I are 

working to (create) great services that 

are meaningful, innovative and joyous. 

In addition, Rabbi Barry Cytron will 

again assist us during some of the ser-

vices, juggling services at Macalester 

College. The length of services will be 

the same as last year. We will again 

work to balance the many ways we can 

connect in worship, including: participa-

tory prayer, English readings, choir num-

bers, congregational singing, High Holy-

day and Shabbat melodies, and ser-

mons. 

 

Our focus during the special Second 

Day of Rosh Hashana, will be on con-

cluding our celebration of the past 100 

years, and looking forward to the next 

100. Since last High Holydays, we have 

celebrated many events as part of our 

Centennial: The Launch Event 

(September 20, 2010), Gemilut Chas-

sadim Day: òActs of Loving Kind-

nessó (November 15, 2009), Entertain-

ment Night (January 30, 2010), Fun-

fest/Israel Festival (April 18, 2010). 

I want to thank everyone who partici-

pated, and especially those involved in 

the organizing of all the wonderful 

events: Robin Abel, Betty Agranoff, 

Tracey Agranoff, Anna Angus, Deborah 

Bachrach, David Baldinger, David & 

Janie Berg, Jim Berg, Barbara Bergeron, 

George Bier, Lois & Paul Bloomberg, 

Ken Boschwitz, Melinda Bonk, Mary 

Clark, Matt Clark, Neil Derechin, Larry 

Eisenstadt, Ed & Faye Feinstein,  

Michael Feinstein, Bruce Fink, Judy 

Freeman, Gerry Frisch, Sandy & Neal 

Gale, Alexandra Ganzel, Hugh Giltin, 

Ben & Nicole Gitler, Deborah Heming-

way, Ira Hoffman, Marshall Hoffman, 

Steven Jones (zõl), Eve & Steve Kafitz, 

Barbara Kaster, Burt Katz, Morrie Katz, 

Mickey Kieffer, Alex Kopilenko Family, 

Laurie and Dave Kuretsky, Becca & 

Jonathan Kvasnik, Evana Kvasnik,  

Sasha Kvasnik, Walter & Renee  

Kvasnik, Etta Lambright, Nancy Lane, 

Mark & Lisa Lerman, Jan & Nan Leven-

thal, Sally Lorberman, Jeff & Lori Marks, 

Florie & Bob Marvy, Syril McNally, Linda 

Passon-McNally, Mitch Neren, Tim & 

Wendy Oskey, Sam Rafowitz, Fran 

Rosen, Layne Rosen, Sonya Rosen, Gail 

Rosenberg, Irving Rosenblum, Vic 

Rosenthal, Lisa Rothstein, Becky Shavit-

Lonstein, Linda Schloff, Bernie Schnei-

der, Marsha Schwartz, Peter Setter, 

JoAnn and Howard Silvers, Marilyn & 

Richard Smith, Diane Smookler, Harlan 

Stern & Amy Miller-Stern, Liz & Richard 

Strimling, Bayley Taple, Loren Taple, 

Marcia Taple, Barb Weil, Devin  

Werthauser, Ruth & Jim Wessman, 

Catherine Wheaton, and Terry Zien. (I 

apologize if we missed you on this list). 

  

Be sure to reserve time on your calen-

dars for the remaining events: Golf & 

BBQ Feast (chaired by Bernard Schnei-

der) on August 8, 2010, the Time Cap-

sule event (chaired by Eve & Steve 

Kafitz) on October 10, and member art-

ist Judy Freemanõs Torah Mantle Dedi-

cation (chaired Linda Eisenstadt) on 

December 3 . 

 

This year, the Second Day of Rosh Ha-

shana creative service will also look 

towards the next 100 years. In addition 

to creative music and inspiring read-

ings, we will invite everyone in atten-

dance to participate in a unique, one-

time prayer experience that will demon-

strate clearly both the challenges and 

the strengths we have as a community 

going forward. You wonõt want to miss it. 

 

On the more logistical side, and as you 

may have read in July, the Board of  

Directors voted nearly unanimously to 

hold only one service on each day of the 

High Holydays, except for Yom Kippur 

Day, which will remain two. (For a de-

tailed schedule, you can visit the Tem-

ple website at templeofaaron.org.) The 

decision to combine adult services was 

reached after studying attendance pat-

terns for the past five years and hearing 

the recommendations of both the Ritual 

Committee, and the High Holyday Task-

force. The most important reason that 

came from these discussions was a 

desire to ensure that the entire mem-

bership be able to gather in one place 

at one time. I am certain that this ex-

perience, of all praying together, will be 

a powerful one. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all in the 

synagogue to mark the passage of time, 

to connect with each other, and to cele-

brate the start of 5771. 
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Celebrating the Next 100 Years Together  

 

My Life Is Too Fast -Paced  
 

Attend our Shabbat service on Friday 

or Saturday morning or both, slow 

down, and get away from the techno-

logical onslaught. You can enjoy the 

music, engage in the community, 

chant some prayers, review the Torah 

portion in English, meet some new 

people, connect with God, and rein-

vigorate your mind. You can slow time 

down at Temple of Aaron while using 

our tradition to address modern day 

issues challenging our daily lives.  
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Cantorõs Column 

Have you ever asked someone how they 

are and how their family is and you hear 

them respond back to you, òWeõre all 

fine, thank God.ó  

 

Through all the years Iõve been a Hazzan, 

thanking God is one of those things that 

we often take for granted. When some-

one is ill or there are problems within our 

own family we seem to reach out to a 

Higher Power. When we feel depressed 

and lonely once again we turn to a Higher 

Power. However, when things are going 

good we seldom take the time to thank 

God for all of the things we have in life. 

Why do we do this? What is it about us 

as human beings that we do not realize 

that it is equally important to have a dia-

logue with God when things are bad or 

good? What do we pray for? Do we spend 

the time praying for a fix for the problem 

or do we spend time asking for the power 

to deal with the problem?   

 

Many years ago I learned from my own 

despair that God cannot necessarily fix 

the problems that we have. I came to the 

conclusion that God is there to give us 

strength to see the problem through. It is 

through the process of sharing that we 

gain strength. When we share our most 

intimate thoughts with God and our prob-

lems with our friends we can all gain 

strength from each other. To me, person-

ally, what this means is an ongoing dia-

logue with God. We need to be more sen-

sitive that we are not the center of the 

universe. We need to lower our egos and 

sense of self to care more about each 

other and the truly important things in 

life. I believe that once we can do this 

our quality of our life will greatly improve. 

We will find that through the simple acts 

of giving and sharing we can feel good 

about our own lives and be thankful for 

all that we have.   

 

It is my wish and prayer for this upcom-

ing High Holydays that we take the time 

to do more for people other than our-

selves. You will come to see, as I have, 

that the power of giving is fulfilling and 

healing. May each of us use this spiritual 

season to grow and reach beyond our-

selves so that we can truly see our place 

in the universe, our communities and our 

own families. 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

òThank Godó 

 

 

AUGUST WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

15  Dina and Robert Castle 

 20  Leslie and Jim Strohm  

 25  Robin and Mike Abel 

 25 Carol Simon and Frank Lerman 

 30  Shirley and Patrick Devine 

 50  Ida and David Valdman 

 52  Ruta and Mikhail Fradkin  

 54  Shirley and Ron Goldman 

 55 Nancy and Stan Skadron 

 55  Ryv and Bill Tilsner 

 55 Jan and Sherm Ringer 

 55 Sis and Ron Goren 

 55 Georgia and Jerry Fishman 

 56  Betty and Harold Zats  

 58  Annette and Milton Zien 

 59  Malka and Ernie Goodman 

 61  Marilyn and Mel Warren 

 62  Barbara and Fred Hirsekorn 

 63  Roza and Motel Vinokur 

High Holyday Services ð Important Changes to Unite Membership  

Our Board of Directors has monitored 

High Holyday attendance patterns and 

reviewed feedback for the past five 

years. Based on that information, the 

Board recently voted to provide one 

adult service on the first day of Rosh 

Hashanah (Sept. 9, 2010) and one adult 

service for Kol Nidre (Sept. 17, 2010). 

Our High Holyday Task Force will provide 

helpful details during the next two 

months so that service logistics run 

smoothly. Please watch for announce-

ments of those details, such as service 

times, parking arrangements, seating 

preferences and babysitting. We will be 

one united community for most of the 

High Holyday services. However, on Yom 

Kippur Day (Sept. 18, 2010) we will pro-

vide two adult services to accommodate  

everyone who would like to join us for 

communal prayer. 

Security Option for All Members  
The tragedy at the Los Angeles JCC 11 years ago motivated Temple of Aaron and 

many other institutions to raise their level of security. We contacted some secu-

rity experts and they toured our building and reviewed actual hours of typical use. 

They suggested we add off-duty police officers at the High Holydays and during 

each weekend school session. Experts further advised us to balance needed  

security with the realities of risk and available budget. Each member will again 

have an opportunity to support our security effort with an annual donation. We 

will place a suggested donation on your September 2010 statement. We appreci-

ate your previous generosity and hope we can rely on you in 2010 as we finalize 

preparations for the High Holydays.  



All par 3 holes will host  
Hole - in - One giveaway with a  

new FORD FUSION!  

12 noon 1pm $80 

Sunday, August 15th  
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Menõs Club Menschens 
 

After a June and July of summer fun 

with dinner, outdoor fun and fellowship, 

the Menõs Club is getting ready for a 

busy August and September.  

 

Events 

We will be having òDinner with the 

Rabbió on August 24 at Moose Country 

on Highway 13 in Lilydale. On Septem-

ber 19, we will be putting up our new 

Sukkah in a different location, the Ef-

fress Garden. Once again, the Menõs 

Club will be flipping pancakes at the 

Pancake Breakfast on September 26. 

Meet at the kitchen at 7:00 am. Mark 

October 23 on your calendar for the 

annual campfire and sing-a-long. 

 

Purchase a Sukkah Panel 

Make a lasting physical contribution to 

the Temple, with the purchase of a 

panel for the new Temple Sukkah. After 

last yearõs tragic implosion, Menõs Club 

is taking on the challenge of raising 

funds for a new Sukkah in a new loca-

tion. The new Sukkah is a modern 

modular design consisting of 50 panels, 

each panel is looking for a $100 spon-

sor. George Bier is the fund raising chair 

and can be contacted at 651-690-1979 

or  george@thebierfamily.com 

 

Membership Drive 

You should have received an annual 

Menõs Club dues notice with the August 

billing. I urge all males 18 and over to 

join us in the Menõs Club. We are only 

as strong as our membership. 

 

Sponsor a Breakfast 

Opportunities for sponsorship of Sunday 

morning minyan breakfast are available, 

for information, call Morrie Katz at 651-

698-1479. 

 

If anyone has questions about any of 

our activities, feel free to call me at  

651-470-1694 or email me at  

hughsterg@aol.com. 

Celebrating 50 Years  

Please join with Barbara and Neil Gitlin 

and their family as they celebrate their 

50th Wedding Anniversary. Both  

Barbara and Neil grew up at the Temple 

of Aaron, celebrated their Bõnai Mitzvot, 

and have been involved in the congrega-

tion at many levels. They were married 

on June 12, 1960 soon after the current 

building opened. Their three children ñ 

Hugh Gitlin, Julie House, and Reenie 

Gitlin ñ grew up at Temple of Aaron, 

celebrated their Bõnai Mitzvot, were 

Confirmed, and have all earned their 

Golden Kepah! 

 

To celebrate this occasion, their chil-

dren and grandchildren, Sam and Joey 

House, will co-host the Oneg Shabbat on 

Friday, August 6. Everyone is invited to 

join in the celebration!   

 

Mazel Tov, Barbara and Neil! 

 

Daily Minyan Is A Partnership  
Many different people participate in the 

minyan throughout the year. The syna-

gogue mails over 7,000 yahrzeit notices 

each year to help people plan when to 

attend the services and pay respect to 

loved ones. Ritual Coordinator Larry 

Eisenstadt conducts over 500 services 

per year. We conduct nearly 50 funerals 

each year and many people find minyan 

attendance a helpful tool to return to 

daily living and find the other attendees 

a reassuring group. We hope you will 

make a concerted effort to support the 

minyan for your loved ones. We also 

need every member to select one addi-

tional service per month to attend. By 

making the commitment, you have en-

tered a partnership that has sustained 

the minyan for centuries. Please reserve 

some time on your calendar. 

Temple of Aaron Hires Susie 

Haim As New School/Youth 

Administrative Assistant  

Susie Haim began July 1 as our part-

time Administrative Assistant for Temple 

of Aaronõs Religious/Hebrew Schools 

and Youth Department. She brings to 

this new position strong organizational 

skills, communication skills, and a solid 

understanding of our educational  

programs, youth services, and commu-

nity. Susie is an active Temple of Aaron 

member, parent of two religious school 

studentsõ ages 15 and 12, past Sunday 

school kindergarten teacher for six 

years, and education department sup-

port staff for over three years. She will 

report directly to the Director of Educa-

tion and also assist the new Youth  

Director.  

 

Susie has worked during June and July 

with Wendy Oskey, our Interim Principal, 

as we plan for this upcoming school 

year. She can be reached at  

susiehaim@templeofaaron.org  

and at 651-698-8874 ext. 104.  

 

We are very excited for Susie and the 

Temple of Aaron team as we continue to 

develop an even stronger education and 

youth department for our children.  

All 5770 Volunteers Will Be Honored at Selihot on Sept. 4  
 

Temple of Aaron deeply appreciates everyone who helped on a committee, 

worked on a project, assisted at a program, helped Sisterhood, and helped 

Menõs Club. Please save the date and join us Saturday night. 
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Dear Temple of Aaron  

Congregants and Friends,  

 

After a year-and-a-half working as 

Program Manager at the Temple of 

Aaron, I have decided to pursue my 

career in fundraising and develop-

ment as the full-time Development 

Manager for Healing Hands for Haiti. 

This opportunity gives me the 

chance to grow professionally in the 

direction I envision for the future of 

my career. My last day at the Tem-

ple of Aaron was June 30, 2010. 

 

This was not an easy decision to 

make. The past year-and-a-half has 

been very rewarding. I have enjoyed 

working for you and the rest of the 

synagogue team dedicated to pro-

viding a meaningful and strong Jew-

ish connection. As a congregant of 

the Temple of Aaron, I will still be 

around the synagogue and continue 

to be active in programming. Rabbi 

Shavit-Lonstein, Ken Agranoff and 

myself are working on project hand-

offs to ensure a seamless transition.  

I appreciate your support, friendship 

and participation during my time as 

staff at the Temple of Aaron. I  

encourage you all to continue your 

passionate work for the betterment 

of our congregation. 

 

Sincerely,  

Lisa Rothstein  

We are proud to announce the Alex and 

Mollie Tankenoff Family Foundation has 

made a pledge to our new endowment 

fund. Nancy Grobovsky has succeeded 

her late mother, Joyce Tankenoff Mal-

mon, as the trustee and played a crucial 

role in making this pledge. Sustaining 

tradition is a hallmark of Judaism.  

President Michael Saxon was thrilled 

when informed of the special gift and 

said, òPlanning for the future of our 

youngest generation by creating a can-

torial chair is a marvelous step.ó  

 

Cantor Kowitz has provided dedicated 

service to our community for over twenty 

years. One distinctive feature is his time 

commitment to train bar/bat mitzvah 

students one-on-one for 7 to 11 months. 

Nancy and Rick Grobovsky have two 

daughters, Amy and Betsy, who each 

celebrated their bat mitzvah after work-

ing with Cantor Kowitz and progressed to 

earning their Golden Kepah. Nancy and 

Rick honored their daughters by creating 

a Golden Kepah Endowment. They ex-

pressed great admiration for the work 

done by Cantor Kowitz and for the strong 

foundation built by the synagogue. The 

music provided to enhance services has 

been very special for the Tankenoff, Mal-

mon and Grobovsky families. Our Erev 

Shabbat Live Service is funded in mem-

ory of Mollie Tankenoff. Stanley Malmon 

supported our award-winning Jubilee 

Year (2006) to honor the memory of his 

wife Joyce and is now looking forward to 

the 2010 wedding of his granddaughter 

Amy Grobovsky to Marc Blehert. The late 

Joseph Grobovsky was a Shabbat morn-

ing regular, his wife Shirley will be receiv-

ing the Ner Tamid Award at Selihot and 

she also is looking forward to grand-

daughter Amyõs wedding.  

 

The Alex and Mollie Tankenoff Family 

Foundation is honoring extended family 

by supporting this new cantorial endow-

ment with the hope that the Temple of 

Aaron will continue challenging and sup-

porting young students as they approach 

the bar/bat mitzvah lifecycle event. The 

Foundation investment is a great compli-

ment to the special program design that 

Temple of Aaron has with its allocation of 

clergy time. Past President Nancy Lane 

commented that our Jewish future has 

always revolved around our children and 

the support of the Tankenoff, Malmon 

and Grobovsky families reaffirms how 

crucial it is to invest in our synagogue. 

American society is rapidly evolving. Our 

challenge is to provide quality programs 

to attract, retain and impact our children, 

while building a strong financial founda-

tion.  

 

We will continue contacting members 

about this promising opportunity. You 

can make a gift now by contacting Cen-

tennial Fundraising Chair Marilyn Smith 

or Executive Director Ken Agranoff 

through the office. Our future is bright 

and your financial support following the 

lead of the Alex and Mollie Tankenoff 

Family Foundation will shine a distinctive 

light on Temple of Aaron. 

Alex and Mollie Tankenoff Family Foundation Steps Forward  

for New Centennial Cantor Chair Endowment  

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651 -698-8874  
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst   107 

  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst  100 

  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr  110 

  Ken Agranoff, Exec Dir  106 

  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup  121 

  Susie Haim, Sch/Yth Admin Asst  104 

  Joshua Fineblum, Education Dir  103 

UJFC Has Financial  

Scholarships for Israel  
The next deadline for Israel scholarship 

applications is September 1. For more 

information, interested families can 

contact me or go to the website,  

www.jewishstpaul.org, click on 

òcommunity resources,ó then 

òscholarships.ó The application is  

available on-line.  
 

ñ Laura Savin, Director, Endowment, 

Budget & Allocations, UJFC/Jewish  

Federation of Greater St. Paul, 

651.695.3183 or Lsavin@ujfc.org  
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Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 

In June 1962, Gerry & Gail Frisch were 

married at the Temple of Aaron. Their 

officiating Rabbi was Rabbi Bernard S. 

Raskas, of blessed memory, and ever 

since Gerry has been visibly engaged in 

numerous activities at the Temple of 

Aaron. Their three sons ñ Mark, Jason 

and Loren ñ were raised at the Temple 

and were involved with youth programs 

including USY, religious school and spe-

cial projects.  

 

Gerry was President of our congregation 

during 1990-1992. Over the years, he 

has been involved with many diversified 

committees and activities which include 

being a teacher at our religious school, a 

tour guide for visitors to the Temple and 

a co-chairman of the Jubilee celebrating 

50 years at the Temple of Aaronõs cur-

rent location. He is also responsible for 

the dedication and renaming of part of 

Hartford Avenue as òRaskas Road.ó  

Currently Gerry is the chairman of the 

Cemetery Committee and serves as an 

usher for High Holyday services. He will 

be the Master of Ceremonies for the 

upcoming Centennial òDedication and 

Time Capsule Programó on October 10, 

2010.  

 

Gerry was involved and co-chaired many 

fundraising activities. He is especially 

proud that his family has dedicated the 

Templeõs main hallway in memory of his 

law partner and Uncle, Allen I. Nilva.  

 

Gerry graduated from St. Paul Central 

High School in 1952 and attended the 

University of Minnesota graduating in 

1956. He received his law degree from 

William Mitchell College of Law in 1961 

and has continued to practice law spe-

cializing in real estate matters, estate 

planning, wealth preservation and busi-

ness transactions. In addition, he has 

been a real estate developer and cur-

rently is involved with his family in apart-

ment development and management.  

 

Gerry is especially proud of being in-

volved with the Temple of Aaron along 

with Rabbi Raskas in its evolution as a 

liberal-progressive-conservative-

synagogue emphasizing the inclusion of 

women as officers and congregational 

leaders and knowing that our talented 

youth will step forward to become future 

leaders to guide our synagogue lõdor 

võdor (generation to generation) and 

from strength to strength.  

 

Thank you Gerry for your continuing sup-

port & involvement in our own Temple of 

Aaron.  

 

ñ Jim Leventhal,  

    Membership Committee  

Gerry Frisch 

Centennial Time Capsule  
October 10, 2010 at 10:10 am  

Be Part Of Our History and Our Future  

 

Temple of Aaron is celebrating its first 100 years and we want you to join us, in the 

sanctuary, for an emotional, meaningful, fun, and energetic program as we prepare to 

seal our new time capsule. We will recognize long-time families and members, distin-

guished Past-Presidents, Sisterhood and Menõs Club leadership, Adult Choir, previous 

Youth Choirs, Religious/Hebrew School students, community dignitaries and more.  

 

We encourage every member and family to bring one clearly labeled Temple event 

picture for permanent placement in our new time capsule. We plan to digitize pictures 

and display them on our successful website. Every person attending the October 10 

event will sign in so we have a permanent record for history.  

 

Join Master of Ceremonies Gerald E. Frisch as we celebrate a fast paced program for 

55 minutes, reviewing history and embracing our future. We want to recognize every-

one who celebrated a wedding, bar/bat mitzvah or confirmation, earned a golden 

kepah or yad hazakah, and served as a teacher, tutor or teaching assistant.  

 

Co-Chairs Eve & Steve Kafitz are supported by an industrious committee including Liz 

and Richard Strimling, Barb Kaster, Loren Taple, Florie & Bob Marvy, Walt Kvasnik, 

Gerry Frisch and Marilyn Smith. Look for more details on how you can be engaged in 

the excitement on October 10, 2010 at 10:10 am. Our Centennial Time Capsule 

Event will be memorable so mark your calendars for a once in a lifetime event.  

Take A Honor for the Holydays  
Every member has the opportunity to 

participate in the actual services on the 

bemah. There are Hebrew options,  

English options, and non-speaking  

options. Please return the postcard 

when you receive the official High  

Holyday packet in the near future. 

We Are Improving  

Kaplan Brideõs Room 
After many years of high utilization, a 

small task force gathered to review  

options, hired an expert interior de-

signer, competitively bid all of the op-

tions and completed 95% of the cos-

metic upgrade in July 2010. We look 

forward to the smiles generated by the 

families celebrating August weddings 

and in the future. Please consider sup-

porting this project by making donations 

($18 to $1,800) to the Brideõs Room 

Fund. If convenient we will place the 

pledge on your monthly statement or on 

your VISA card. 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
June 2010   Sivan-Tammuz 5770 

Agranoff, Betty & family  

Aldes, Michael  

Antokolskaya, Zinaida  

Barenbaum, Stanley  

Baum, Maryam  

Besner, Rae  

Binder, Jay  

Bix, Betty  

Braginsky, Inna & Gregory  

Brody Edwin & Beth  

Cohen, Loretta  

Dickel, Marilyn  

Dudovitz, Sophie  

Fleyshman, Nelli  

Garbuz, Khaye  

Glickson, Jim  

Godes, Barb & Steve  

Goldberg, Sharleen  

Goldman, Howard  

Goldman, Irene  

Gordon, Janet  

Gralnek, Arlene  

Grinshtat, Rekhuma  

Jerson, Francine & Sid  

Kadis, Simon  

Kamin, Evelyn & Mel  

Kaminsky, Beverly  

Kaplan, Harvey  

Katz, Chelle & Leon  

Khaskin, Sofiy  

Klein, Gary & Marion  

Kloner, Louise  

Krugman, Faina  

Kushnir, Rozaliya  

Lee, Lynne  

Leibman, Jack  

Lerman, Mary & Bill  

Levin, Jeanne & Albert  

Levy, Harriet  

Libman, Cary  

Lifson, Helen & Ron  

Marver, John & Jeannie  

Marvy, Bob, Florie & family  

McKee, Lenore  

Meerovich,  

    Gedaly & Alexandra  

Michaels, Noreen  

Mogel, Marc  

Mogol Family  

Mogol, Leo  

Nerenberg, Peter  

Netzman, Steve  

OõBrien, Matt  

Orloff, Arnold  

Paletz Family  

Patterson, Esther & family  

Peker, Busya  

Pieser, Ben & Vicki  

Pogoler, Andrew  

Portnoy, Roxanne & Gary  

Ringer, Jan  

 

Rosen, Bernice  

Rubenstein, Ada  

Savage, Ron  

Schneider, Margie & Bart  

Schumeister,  

    Ruth Ann & Richard  

Schwartz, Jerry & family  

Shaller, Rossy & Dick  

Shear, Bert  

Shear, Isabelle & Jerry  

Shimelfarb, Masha & Iosif  

Simes, Hy & Josephine  

Simon, Jerome & Yetta  

Skadron, Stan & Nancy  

Smookler, Rick & Diane  

Specktor, Harold  

Stacker, Howard  

Stillman, Tom & Sue  

Straus, Zelda & Stan  

Supornick, Edith  

Swartz, Helen & Don  

Tragar, C.A.  

Udodovsky, Mira  

Usem, Arnold & Harriet  

Usem, Mark & Lynn  

Volodarskaya, Klara  

Vysotsky, Alla & Gak, Feliks  

Warren, Marilyn & Mel  

Watchman, Clara  
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Fred Katz  
 

 

Save Pressure, Plan Ahead  
Select your cemetery graves by  

scheduling a 15-minute meeting with 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff,  

651-698-8874 x106, to review  

options, locations and financial  

information. 

 ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . .  to Delia Sevak, Burt Katz, and 

Betty Agranoff for preparing mailing of 

1,095 July Aaronions. 

  

Correction: Cantorõs Pulpit  
Thirty years ago Chelle Katz and Bar-

bara Gitlin combined on the beautiful 

needlework for the Cantorõs Pulpit in 

honor of the 50th birthdays of their 

spouses, Leon Katz and Neil Gitlin. 

Years of standard use prompted Cath-

erine Wheaton, Nancy Lane and Sue 

Rosner to invest time in cleaning the 

artwork, replacing the top fabric, add-

ing a new Plexiglas cover, and repair-

ing the stitching for one Torah cover. 

We are grateful for the early artistry by 

Chelle & Barbara and for the preserva-

tion work by Catherine, Nancy and 

Sue. 

Annual High Holyday Appeal Needs You  
 

Our Board of Directors approved a 2010 budget that did not include any dues  

increase as a result of a troubling economy. Synagogue leadership appreciates the 

volunteer time and financial support from each and every member. Various staff and 

committees tightly control the operating budget on a monthly basis. We share the 

financial information at every Annual Meeting. Synagogue success is relying on each 

member to strongly consider making a donation during the High Holydays. Your future 

generosity provides some of the needed resources to nourish and operate our  

synagogue in its Centennial Year. We count upon the added resources to help our 

daily minyan, to provide books for the school programs, to provide some staff hours 

to organize and clean our beautiful facility, and to provide clergy/staff to help us  

enjoy the highs and battle with the sorrows that all Jews experience during our  

lifetime. Please seize the opportunity to support our synagogue and its ability to help 

members of all ages throughout the year by making a donation between $18 and 

$1,800.  
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Sisterhood News 
Rosh Hashanah Fundraiser ñ Wish your Temple of Aaron family a Happy and Sweet 

New Year in this fallõs Aaronion for only $10. Send your $10 check, payable to Tem-

ple of Aaron Sisterhood, by August 10 to Shari Lowenthal, 1582 Hollywood Court, 

Falcon Heights, MN 55108 and indicate how you would like your name to appear in 

the September Aaronion. Itõs a great way to start the new year by giving to others. Any 

questions, call Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030.  

*       *       *       *  

Giftshop - SALE ñ 20% off all merchandise, regular and items already on sale/

clearance, except books (10% off) and tefillin/mezuzot parchment (no discount). This 

sale began June 1 and continues throughout the summer. Canõt get here during regu-

lar hours? Special appointments can be made. Questions, call the Giftshop at 651-

699-9192. Watch for our exciting renovations funded totally by the Giftshop. Inter-

ested in making a donation to help with our renovations? Call Marcia Taple.  

*       *       *       *  

Book Club ñ Not meeting in August but will be gearing up for September. The club 

meets on the third Sunday of the month at The Highland Café and Bakery in Highland 

Park at 10:00 a.m. to discuss the latest read. To find out what the group will be read-

ing or for any other questions, call Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658) or Anna Specktor 

(651-454-4612).  

*       *       *       *  

Knitting Club ñ This group meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Temple Library. All levels are encouraged to come to chat and learn. Bring your own 

needles and yarn. Feel free to come and crochet if that is your preference. Questions, 

call Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.  

*       *       *       *  

Regional Conference of Womenõs League for Conservative Judaism ñ May 15-17, 

2011, sponsored by Temple of Aaron. Marcia Taple (651-688-3030) and Barb Gitlin 

(651-454-7908) are the local conference chairs. Interested in volunteering for this 

event? Call our chairs. Watch for more info to come.  

*       *       *       *  

Paid-Up Membership Dinner & Program ñ Thursday, Oct. 7, 6:30 p.m., at Temple of 

Aaron. Our opening program of the new year will include dancing by the United States 

Amateur Ballroom Dancers. Save the date.  

*       *       *       *  

Building Fund Cards are always available for all occasions. Using these multi-purpose 

cards directly benefits our beautiful building and they are only a phone call away. NO 

shopping and no runs to the post office. Questions, call Janet Gordon at 651-698-

8809 or Sis Goren at 651-686-04.  

*       *       *       *  

Annual Sisterhood Dues ñ send to Linda Eisenstadt, 1077 Sibley Memorial Hwy. 

#400, Lilydale, MN 55118. If you havenõt done so already, take care of this ASAP and 

save Sisterhood some mailing expenses; if you have sent your dues in, we thank you. 

Not yet a member?? Join now and become a valued member of an active and fun 

group of women of all ages. Call Linda at 651-454-6042 for more info. 

 

MINNESOTA  

FOOD SHARE 
 

Imagine if  

EVERY  

Minnesotan  

shared with their  

local shelf.  

ñ 

Mail checks or  

drop off food  

EVERY MONTH. 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

Sale   

Aug. 1 - Sept. 3!  

Regular Merchandise  
Discounted* 
BOOKS 10% 

All Other Merchandise:  
                   Discount 
 

 

Sale Merchandise  
Take an Additional 20% 

*Exceptions: Tefillan &  

Mezzuzah Scrolls 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9-Noon/Tuesday 10-2 

Wednesday 10-1  

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple, 651-688-3030 

20% 



Tamid Award have refused the opportu-

nity to be so recognized simply because 

òrecognitionó is not a part of their per-

sonal motivation. While that wish was 

granted, we are most thankful to our 

Centennial winners who have and, in 

many cases, continued to lead the way 

through a lifetime of achievement with 

energy, enthusiasm, and devotion to our 

members and the greater good that they 

seek to serve.  The nature of what each 

has done and their lengths of service 

(varying from 20+ to well beyond 30 

years) are all impressive and gifts for 

which we all owe a debt of gratitude. 

 

One of the more impressive lengths of 

service to Temple of Aaron is the years of 

involvement of Betty Agranoff. Bettyõs life 

as a volunteer within Temple of Aaron 

spans more than 50 years ð beginning 

as a Sunday School teacher at the old 

Temple of Aaron before it moved to River 

Road. Betty, currently a member of TOAõs 

Board of Directors and active on the 

Membership and Kitchen committees, 

has been involved in an extremely exten-

sive range of efforts, including Sister-

hood Board, Synagogue Executive Com-

mittee, Sisterhood Building Fund Treas-

urer, Sisterhood Torah Fund Treasurer, 

Gift Shop volunteer, the Jubilee, Israeli 

Expo, Sunday School reading program, 

and many more. She has also been a 

fixture in our choir for many years. Her 

motivation is a combination of her love of 

the Temple and of our religion. While 

Betty doesnõt consider herself a religious 

person, she finds herself drawn to people 

who share her love of Judaism and she 

feels itõs especially important to make 

òJews by Choiceó feel comfortable at 

Temple of Aaron. Bettyõs greatest con-

cern for the future is that we must find 

ways to get the next generations more 

involved in synagogue life and to under-

stand the importance of supporting Jew-

ish institutions such as Temple of Aaron. 

It is this concern that prompted her to 

agree to accept the Ner Tamid award 

honor. 

 

Matzie Miller, Temple of Aaronõs Chair-

person of our Food Shelf effort since 

1980, counts sixty years of involvement 

at Temple of Aaron. When she was  

informed that she was going to be  

accorded the honor of a Ner Tamid 

award, in true volunteer fashion, she  

expressed a desire to decline, citing the 

importance of the efforts of others as 

well. But she understood the importance 

of sharing the message of being a role 

model that her dedication to the Food 

Shelf effort communicates. She indicated 

that she has simply been motivated by 

the need to feed the hungry. Over the 

years, her infectious enthusiasm for this 

effort has motivated many others to be-

come involved as well. Beyond the Food 

Shelf, Matzie has also been very involved 

in Sisterhood, including service as presi-

dent from 1978-80 and as vice president 

of the Midwest Branch of Womenõs 

League for Conservative Judaism. Mat-

zieõs greatest concern for the future of 

Temple of Aaron is how to attract and 

retain members. She points to the many 

opportunities for involvement for mem-

bers and the wide variety of needs the 

activities fills and purposes they meet.  

These include such organizations as 

within Temple of Aaron including Hazak, 

Sisterhood, and Menõs Club (all of which 

can fill both personal social needs as 

well as provide opportunities to serve the 

Temple), USY (to support our youth), the 

Social Action committee (to fill the drive 

to give back), as well as many others.  

 

Shirley Grobovsky, too, has been a long 

time member of Temple of Aaron, having 

joined 57 years ago. The volunteer activ-

ity for which she is most noted was that 

as director of the Youth Scholarship fund 

for 25 years, though she worked as a 

volunteer in the Sisterhood gift shop for 

many years as well. It was through her 

efforts on behalf of the Youth Scholar-

ship fund, by working hard to raising 

funds and ensuring that they were avail-

able so that every child regardless of 

need had an opportunity to experience 

the joys and spirit of a Jewish summer 

camp experience (at Herzl, Ramah or in 

Israel), that Shirley was able to impact 

the area of Jewish life that she still feels 

is most important ð to keep our Youth 

coming and to develop ways to keep 

them involved. As to volunteerism and 

getting involved with the Temple, Shirley 

urges members to simply identify some-

thing that they would like to do and to go 

for it. It is difficult to find opportunities to 

do things that are more enjoyable as well 

as gratifying than to volunteer at an insti-

tution you love. 

 

Inge Hirschhorn first became involved at 

Temple of Aaron in the late 1950s. The 

activity which she is most proud of was 

as the librarian of the Temple of Aaron 

library, a volunteer role she filled for 

more than 30 years. Her love of books 

(reflected in her undergraduate degree in 

English Literature from Brooklyn College 

and Masters in Library Science from Co-

lumbia) and desire to give back were the 

two of the underlying motivational forces 

accounting for much of her 30+ years of 

involvement (which also included an ac-

tive role as coordinator of adult educa-

tion). Among the activities she undertook 

as Librarian (spending 3 days a week in 

her volunteer role) was to select and buy 

books for the library, to write book re-

views for The Aaronian and to teach kids 

how to use the library as a part of their 

Jewish educational experience. Inge still 

sees a need for the library at the Temple 

ð a service that is as important for the 

opportunities for our youth and adult 

members to experience the joys of Juda-

ism through books as well as to do re-

search. At this point, she would love to 

see a volunteer to take up the libraryõs 

cause both in terms of again managing 

its resources as well as sponsoring the 

acquisition of new book purchases. 

 

Lynne Anne Bell became a fixture as a 

volunteer Gabbai at Shabbat morning 

services more than 20 years ago. Her 

involvement began shortly after the Bar 

Mitzvah of her son, Michael. It was dur-

ing that event that she sensed that the 

role served by our lead Gabbai, Larry 

Eisenstadt, was particularly complex dur-

ing such events and that perhaps he 

could use some assistance. Larry quickly 

agreed and Lynne has been active in 

helping to bring a level of calmness to 

Bõnai Mitzvah families and help make 

their special events more meaningful. Of 

course, her efforts havenõt been limited 

to only those mornings when a Bar or Bat 

Mitzvah is celebrated. She has become a 

regular in her assistant role helping to 

keep services flowing at both Saturday 

morning and holiday services on the vast 

majority of occasions over 20+ years. In 

addition to her Shabbat morning gig, 

Lynne is also on the Membership Com-

mittee. On Shabbat mornings she takes 

particular pleasure in welcoming strang-

ers that might be at the Temple of Aaron 

for a Bõnai Mitzvah or just seeking to 

learn about Judaism. In addition, Lynne 

recently completed a 12 week Faith Com-

munity program and has been certified to 

be a Faith Community nurse. The training 

she undertook will help her be a better 

nurse and a great resource should a con-

gregant be in need of medical help dur-

ing services. Her motivation in this under-

taking is the same as in her Shabbat 

duties: to serve the Temple she loves.  

Lynne is concerned about the age of our 

ñ continued from page 1 ñ 

ñ continued on page 11 ñ 10  



Membership Committee Invites All to a Centennial  

Erev Shabbat Live with Sholom East Residents  
 

The Membership Committee invites all Temple of Aaron members, their families, and 

friends at the Richard and Rossy Shaller Family East Sholom Campus and new mem-

bers of the Temple of Aaron, to an Erev Shabbat Live service at 8:00 p.m. on August 

13, featuring Hazzan Mitchell Kowitz and Temple of Aaron musicians. 

 

There will be a welcome from Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein, and a chance to meet  

Temple of Aaron President Michael Saxon, Menõs Club President Hugh Gitlin, and  

Sisterhood President Paula Schraber. 

 

Thanks to Coordinator Jim McDonald at the Richard and Rossy Shaller Family East 

Sholom Campus and our Temple of Aaron Endowment that enables the St. Paul  

Jewish Community Center to provide bus transportation for those attending. 

 

Welcome/Membership Committee Chairperson: Renee Kvasnik; Committee Mem-

bers: Matt Clark, Jenni Schwartz, Jonathan Kvasnik, Layne Rosen, Becca Kvasnik, 

Bruce Fink, Terry Zien, Morrie Katz, Mariam Zamansky, Andy Bernick, Jeff Marks, 

Bevin Waters, Brad Kaye, Hugh Gitlin, Marcia Taple, Harlan Stern, Larry Eisenstadt, 

Paula Schraber, Carol Goldstein, Bernie Schneider, Ellie Sue Shpayher, David Berg, 

Marsha Schwartz, Richard Bergeron, Rachael Goldberger Paper, David Schraber, 

Ronald Miller, Joel Paper, Sandy Schloff, Julie Sander, Nancy Miller, Elliot Stern, Fran 

Rosen, Harvey Miller, Barb Bergeron, Lori Marks, Jim Leventhal, Donna Lande, Walter 

Kvasnik, Amy Kaye, Burt Katz, Janie Berg, Marshall Hoffman, Barbara Gitlin, Wendy 

Beth Gahm, Gerry Frisch, Linda Eisenstadt, Mary Clark, Lynne Bell, Betty Agranoff, 

and Neil Gitlin. 

 

Questions to Renee Kvasnik. 651-690-2327 or rkvasnik@aol.com. 

MJTC ANNOUNCES ITS 2010-2011 16th PROFESSIONAL SEASON  
 

Minnesota Jewish Theatre Company (MJTC) will open its season on October 16, 

2010.  

 

The season will open with the area premiere of òMy Name is Asher Lev,ó adapted by 

Aaron Posner from the book written by Chaim Potok. The play will run October 16 

through November 7, 2010.  

 

òHershel and the Hanukkah Goblins,ó adapted by Shari Aronson and based on the 

book by Eric A. Kimmel, returns for the holiday season, December 7-17, 2010.  

 

The season will continue with òGoatsó by Alan Berks, local actor, director, and play-

wright. The play is MJTCõs winter week-end production, and will play Saturdays and 

Sundays, March 5-27, 2011.  

 

The season will end with the world premiere production of the new comedy òThe Gos-

pel According to Jerryó by Richard Krevolin and Irwin Kula. This new comedy explores 

identity, Jewish-African American relationships, stereotypes, and bias, April 16 

through May 8, 2011.  

 

The audience for MJTC is almost equally divided between Jews and non-Jews. For 

further information about MJTC, call 651-647-4315 or visit our website at 

www.mnjewishtheatre.org. 

congregants and the ability of the Tem-

ple to attract new young members and 

young families. She wants to see the 

Temple thrive for future generations. 

Lynne believes we need to have pro-

grams to attract and keep young fami-

lies interested in Temple life. 

 

In reviewing the backgrounds and moti-

vations of the 2010 Centennial year Ner 

Tamid Award winners, it is clear that 

each shares a similar drive ð to ensure 

the continuity of the Temple of Aaron.  

Each recognizes that is only through the 

activities of volunteers that we will be 

able to continue to thrive as a commu-

nity and meet the wide variety of needs 

of our diverse member population. And 

each recognizes that each volunteer 

serves must serve as a role model to 

ensure that our youth and new mem-

bers understand the importance of vol-

unteerism in both the life of Temple of 

Aaron as well as the individual lives of 

its members. 

 

The members of the Keruv committee 

(Dave Rosner, Jay Baldinger, Bob Marvy, 

Gary Portnoy, Dick Shaller, and Marcia 

Taple) wish to express thanks to the Ner 

Tamid Award winners ð Betty Agranoff, 

Lynne Bell, Shirley Grobovsky, Inge 

Hirschhorn, and Matzie Miller ð for con-

tributing their thoughts to this article. 

11 
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September 30 at 7pm  

Is Our Annual  

Simhat Torah Program  
 

This is an evening filled with fun, 

music, Torah and caramel apples. 

We will finish reading the Torah for 

the year and start with Bresheet. We 

will take the Torahs into Greenberg 

Room and Stein Hall while singing 

and dancing in a Torah procession 

with a special band. This program is 

ideal for children, adults, members 

and friends. It is the perfect opportu-

nity to have meaningful fun in an 

informal manner while concluding 

our celebration of Rosh Hashanah, 

Yom Kippur and Sukkot. Make sure 

you reserve time and call your 

friends.  

 



Ariel Lerner 
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Bõnot Mitzvah 
Alexander Olker, son of Wade and Irina Olker, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, August 7, 2010. 

    Alex is in seventh grade at St. Thomas Academy, where he participates in soccer, baseball, and the 

Knowledge Bowl. Alex enjoys playing the drums, golf Xbox, listening to music, and hanging out with 

friends. 

    Alex has designated The Lance Armstrong Foundation for his Tzedakah contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by his grandparents, Mikhail and Bella 

Alperin, and Fred and Mary Olker. 

 

 

Alexander Olker 

Hannah Warling, daughter of Deborah Schnur and Darin Warling, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah August 

20-21, 2010.  

    Hannah will be in eighth grade this fall at Sanford Middle School, where she participates in band, jazz 

band, and art. She also enjoys competitive swimming. 

    Hannah has designated the Minneapolis Institute of Arts for her tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Hannahõs grandparents, Maruta and 

Morton Schnur, and Margaret and James Warling. 

Ariel Lerner, son of Ping Wang and Adam Lerner, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, August 14, 

2010. 

    Ariel was in seventh grade at St. Paul Talmud Torah, where he participates in band, soccer, basketball, 

and volleyball. He also enjoys hockey, baseball, piano, bass guitar, yo-yo, games, and reading. 

    Ariel has designated the Minnesota Humane Society for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Arielõs grandparents, Harry and Sandy 

Lerner, and his uncle and aunt, Raul and Mia Posada. 

Hannah Warling 

Carolyn Toenges 

Sarah Toenges, daughter of Jeff Toenges and Julie Rose, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, 

August 28, 2010. 

    Sarah is in seventh grade at Friendly Hills Middle School, where she participates in tennis and band. 

She also enjoys reading, swimming, hanging out with friends, and playing the piano.  

    Sarah has designated United States Holocaust Museum for her tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Sarahõs grandparents, Fred and  

Andrea Rose. 

Carolyn Toenges, daughter of Jeff Toenges and Julie Rose, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, 

August 28, 2010. 

    Carolyn is in eighth grade at Friendly Hills Middle School, where she participates in tennis, band, ski 

club, and softball. She also enjoys acting, soccer, and reading. 

    Carolyn has designated the Humane Society for her tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Carolynõs grandparents, Fred and  

Andrea Rose. 

Sarah Toenges 
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Social Justice - A Volunteer Committee 

My name is Antonia Diaz and I came from Mex-

ico when I was 17. I was the youngest of my 

family and they were very strict. My boyfriend 

promised to bring me to America where we 

could make a great life together. Several of my 

family had already come and would send us 

money to come to the US because the rural life 

in Mexico was hard and not possible without 

the money from the US. So I came with him. At 

first, he was wonderful. When we arrived, eve-

rything changed. He became so jealous and 

abusive. I was in high school and he made me 

quit because of the boys in my classroom. That 

should have been a sign. This was the begin-

ning of my isolation. I couldnõt even see my 

family. We had two boys, they are now 5 and 

2. I spent years as his prisoner. 
 

I was only allowed to go to work and he would 

pick me up and follow me back home in his 

car to make sure I didnõt detour. I didnõt get to 

finish school, meet friends, or learn English. I 

didnõt even know how much money I made 

because I was forced to hand over all pay-

checks to him. 
 

Then last summer, I took the last humiliation and beating. I grabbed my children and left with the police. I didnõt 

know what awaited me but I knew it had to be better than what I had. I stayed in a womenõs shelter for over many 

months. I learned English and then finally I got my visa as a victim of domestic abuse. This will allow me to be 

considered here legally and eventually apply for permanent residency. I am now here legally doing all I can to 

raise my boys who are American citizens and cannot go back to Mexico to live. I am thankful for all the help I 

have received. It has truly been a community that has supported us. I still have many struggles ahead like  

passing my driverõs test and getting work and afford-

able housing. But I no longer do I have to live in the 

shadows. 
 

I share my story for those who did not come because 

they just wanted to. I want the best for my children. In 

my hometown, my children are not safe. They could 

not have the medical, educational, or psychological 

attention they get here. I like to share my story to give 

hope to others and encourage them to share their sto-

ries and find advocates. So many have listened and 

supported me, but I had to keep talking and explain to 

everyone why it is more complicated than it seems. 

WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR STORY!!!!!!    
We are asking fellow congregants to share their 

personal immigration story or that of generations 

past. Why did your family members leave their 

homeland? Where did they arrive first?  

Did other family members follow? What employ-

ment did they seek? Where are they today? 

  

Please contact JoAnn Silvers at 

joann.silvers@gmail.com or 952-934-8811 

LUNCH and LEARN programs well attended!   
 

The Social Justice Committee, in conjunction with St. John Neumann of Eagan, sponsored a three-part  

series in May, June, and July that focused on Immigration, Health Care, and Housing. Based on the success 

of the programs, the committee will be sponsoring more in the months to come. Below is one of the stories 

told by Antonia Diaz of St. John Neumann during the session on Immigration. 

Members of St. John Neumann and Temple of Aaron enjoying 

one of six programs sponsored by both congregations on  

Immigration, Healthcare, and Affordable housing.   
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Josh Visits Herzl Camp  

Director of Education Josh Fineblum visited Herzl Camp in July and saw dozens of our Temple of Aaron campers.  

Some enthusiastic campers took time from their busy schedules to join Josh for a photo. 


