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Marcia Taple - 2011 Ner Tamld Award Winner

Save the evening - Selichot, Saturday,
September 24, when the Temple of
Aaron will honor its longtime Sisterhood
president Marcia Taple as the
congregation’s eighth winner of the
prestigious Ner Tamid lifetime
achievement award. The evening's
service marks the beginning of a period
of awe and introspection for Jews
around the world as we prepare for
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. As a
part of the introspection process, the
Temple of Aaron now uses the occasion
to honor those who volunteer their time
to the Temple to help insure that we go
from strength to strength, and to reflect
on the importance of volunteerism in
keeping our community vital and
growing.

As we begin to prepare for that evening

and the most important days that follow,

it seemed to be particularly appropriate
to talk with Marcia, to understand her
background and history with the
Temple, and to allow her to reflect on
the importance of volunteerism within
the synagogue community.

A lifelong resident of the Twin Cities,
Marcia and her late husband, Maynard,
along with their two young children that
they had at the time, joined Temple of
Aaron in 1971, after being members of
Sons of Jacob Congregation. Marcia
had grown up in a household that was
accustomed to being active and
involved in Jewish life. Up to that point,
she and her family had been long-time
members of B'nai Abraham, the
predecessor of B'nai Emet, where she
and Maynard were married, and where
her brother served as the first chairman
of that synagogue’s board after its move
to St. Louis Park.

As a young mother of three children
(Loren - now a dentist, Shari - a
teacher, and Norman - an attorney),
Marcia didn’t really consider
volunteering until Bob Fisher convinced
her to join the synagogue’s youth
committee. At the time, her oldest child,
Loren, was in eighth grade and she
realized it was time to get involved.
Eventually, she accepted the position of
chair of that committee - as her other
children made their way through the
TOA religious school and Kadima/USY
programs. As she recalls, those were the
days when the synagogue building was
always open and she’d frequently come
over in the morning to make copies of
fliers or other materials to help the
youth programs out. To this day, she
looks back to and remembers Bob
Fisher as her initial motivator and
primary role model for getting involved
in synagogue activities.

Marcia cited others for helping or
keeping her more involved. Prior to her

involvement on the youth committee,
Yale Libman asked Marcia and her
husband to be on the Music committee
and both were active in those roles for
many years. Over the years, she has
also served on the Jubilee committee
and the Membership committee.
Marcia's first major involvement in
Sisterhood was from 1980-82 when
Fran Rosen was president, and Marcia
was a vice president.

Marcia’s involvement in Sisterhood
continues to be deep and long-standing.
To her, Sisterhood represents one of the
major vehicles to help ensure that the
Temple of Aaron continues to flourish -
both through its many fundraising
activities as well as its many programs
designed to heighten member
appreciation of their religion.

With regard to Sisterhood’s fundraising
activities, Marcia is involved in many,
though not all of them. Her first love is
the Gift Shop. Marcia takes great pride
in the Gift Shop’s recent remodeling,
which was fully funded by Sisterhood.
She estimates that she is probably at
the shop as many as four days a week
to make sure that the shop stays as
clean and attractive as the day it was
first re-opened. The Gift shop remains
Sisterhood’s largest fundraiser and
Marcia indicates that business has
definitely picked up since the
remodeling. Beyond the Gift shop,
Marcia also pointed out the importance
of the Building Fund cards and urges all
of the synagogue’s members to take
advantage of this very easy way to
remember special occasions and life
cycle events while supporting the

— continued on page 7 —



From the Rabbi’s Desk . . .

Values Versus Compromise

As | write this, we are weeks into the
State of Minnesota’s government shut
down. After reading the media coverage,
and speaking with family and synagogue
members who are out of work because
of it, | am struck by the way our elected
officials express the conflict in terms of
competing values, and the importance of
sticking to these values no matter what.

The deep traditions of Judaism certainly
have much to say about the importance
sticking to our values. Ethical behavior is
at the core of being Jewish, and we have
a long history of standing by these
values even when the prevailing culture
challenged and even oppressed us
because of them.

But compromise is important also. In
Judaism we speak of Shalom Bayit;
acting to ensure that our home is a place
of peace and refuge. We are asked to
behave in a way that puts our own needs
second for the sake of others.

Yet, how much compromise should we
make? Our values are important and we
cannot simply abandon them or they
end up being meaningless. Having
values means we stick to them even
when they are not easy. So the question
is, which is more important, sticking to
our values, or compromise? To find the
answer, we look to our texts and
traditions.

When it comes to doing everything
possible to encourage compromise,
there is no better example than Aaron
the High Priest. The following story is
told about him:

“When Aaron saw two people involved in
a quarrel, he would say to each of them,
without the knowledge of the other, ‘My
child, see how your friend is berating
himself with remorse because of what
he did to you? He asked me to approach
you to seek your forgiveness.” When the
two would meet, their quarrel would
disappear and they would

embrace.” (Avot d’Rabbi Natan)

Aaron would go to great lengths to push
for a compromise from both sides in
order to end fights; even going so far as
to tell a white lie. This clearly argues for
putting a good solution, one that leads
to good relations, above all else.

But there is a limit in Jewish tradition to

how far we go. A small lie — like the one
Aaron tells — is one thing, but we cannot
compromise all of our values. This limit
is expressed in the Talmud by asking the
question: are we expected to pay the
ultimate sacrifice for our values?

“Rabbi Johanan said in the name of
Rabbi Simeon ben Jehozadak: By a
majority vote, it was resolved in the
upper chambers of the house of Nithza
in Lydda that in every [other] law of the
Torah, if a man is commanded:
‘Transgress and suffer not death’ he
may transgress and not suffer death,
excepting idolatry, incest, [which
includes adultery] and murder.”
(Sanhedrin 74a)

Tradition teaches that there are times
we stick by our values to the point of
great sacrifice, but very few times. Of all
the 613 mitzvot, there are only three for
which we are permitted to give our life.
This extreme example demonstrates
that the value of compromise often
takes precedence.

My colleague Rabbi Robert Scheinberg
comments on the verse from
Deuteronomy 16:20: “tzedek tzedek
tirdof / Justice, Justice you shall pursue”
and asks why the repetition of the word
justice?

“The first time that the word ‘tzedek’ is
mentioned, that means that you should
follow strict justice. You should be
strongly principled. And the second use
of the word ‘tzedek’ — that word refers
to compromise.

“And then the Talmud goes on to
present some scenarios. Two camels are
approaching each other, in opposite
directions, on a narrow mountain pass.
They can’t both get through; someone’s
going to need to back up so that the
other one can get by. Two boats are
approaching each other, in opposite
directions, in a narrow canal, and one
boat will need to back up so the other
can get by. Sometimes it’s clear which
one should back up and defer to the
other, for example, if one boat is full,
and one boat is empty, it makes sense
for the empty boat to back up, and defer
to the boat that is full of people or cargo.
But sometimes the two boats, or the two

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org
651-698-8874 ext. 111

camels, are both ‘in the right,” and
there’s no obvious choice which one
should defer to the other. So in such a
case, if you adopt the perspective of
strict justice, they both will stay exactly
where they are, and neither one will
back up, and you have gridlock, and
because of their strong adherence to
justice, neither boat gets where it's
going. The only way they will actually get
where they are trying to go is if they
develop some kind of compromise. For
example, one camel, or one boat, backs
up, allowing the other camel, or boat, to
proceed, and then if necessary gives
some kind of small compensation to the
one who backed up, so everyone’s

happy.

“The medieval commentator Rashi
wrote on this section in the Talmud:
‘You shall pursue justice when it's
appropriate, and pursue compromise
when compromise is appropriate, and
you shouldn’t pursue one of these more
than the other.” In other words, if you
are finding that you are always
compromising, you may not be sticking
strongly enough to your principles.

But if you are finding that you are rarely
compromising, then you need to show
some more humility.”

As with so much in Judaism, the key
here is finding the balance between not
compromising our values, and the value
of compromise. May we all find that
balance soon.



Cantor’s Column

In the last Aaronion article, | wrote a
synopsis of the upcoming Jewish holiday
of Tisha B’av. As | mentioned, this is a
very sad day to be called a holiday in the
Jewish religion. Perhaps it should be
called a day of remembrance.

There are many happy and sad times
that Jews have gone through throughout
the centuries. In our community we are
still mourning the loss of Wendy
Goodman. At her funeral there were over
150 kids and 300 adults. It is a living
testament of how one person’s life has
affected and touched so many others.
We don't realize the impact that our own
lives have on others. We don’t realize
that the things that we do, even the
simple things, have great ramifications.

One of my favorite movies is “It's A
Wonderful Life” with Jimmy Stewart and
Donna Reed. In the movie, the character
George Bailey is given the unique
opportunity to see what other people’s
lives would’ve been like if he had never
been born. It is an eye-opening movie
and one of my favorites of all time. If
your children have never seen this
movie, | highly recommend it that you
rent it for them. | guarantee you that it
will have significant impact on how they
view themselves and the lives of others.

When | do funerals and unveilings, | ran
across a special poem that | got through
the internet. I've had many requests to
send it to many people. In this article, |
am sharing it with you now. | hope that it
will give you and our entire community
comfort as we all pick ourselves up after
our loss.

I'M FREE

Don’t grieve for me, for now I'm free,
I’'m following the path God laid you see.
| took His hand when | heard His call,

| turned my back and left it all.

| could not stay another day

To laugh, to love, to work or play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I’'ve found the peace at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void,

Then fill it with remembered joys.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Oh yes, these things | too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow.

| wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full; I've savored much;

Good friends, good times, a loved
one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all to brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and peace to thee,
God wanted me now; He set me free.

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz
hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org
651-698-8874 ext. 113

Preparing for the High Holydays
This year's Rosh Hashanna and Yom Kippur celebrations will once again include
exciting ways for all the circles of our community to participate.
A few of the highlights follow.

Youth Led Services

Students in grades 3 thru 12 should
be on the lookout for exciting
services that are designed just for
them. We will be having new
programs, new teens leading and
other new additions to make this
years’ High Holydays special and
meaningful. Please contact Youth
Director Robby Erlich with any
questions you may have.

A Full House

This year we will hold one service on
Yom Kippur starting at 9:00 am.
This will help to build the kind of
energy and connection that is only
possible when we are all praying
together. As we saw last year, the
single service for each holiday helps
build our congregation.

Focus on Israel

Our creative service on the second day of
Rosh Hashanah will focus on the connection
between the United States and Israel. With
inspirational readings, powerful music and
participation by students who were recently
there, we will all have a chance to deepen our
connection to the Holy Land.

Continuing Traditions

As we have for many years, we will invite all
members to approach the ark during Nelia for
private prayers and have this year’s Bar and
Bat Mitzvah students lead us in Havdalah. In
addition, there are many opportunities for you
to lead English readings, and to take honors
during the Torah Service. If you are interested
in this, or for more details, please contact
Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein.
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AUGUST WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
We display every 5 years and all

anniversaries of more than 50 years

20
25
25
25
35
40
45
45
50
51
53
55
56
56
56
56
57
59
60
62
63
64

mhloRvive

Heather and James Grams
Cookie and Frank Gordon
Lisa and Alan Bernick
Karen Engelbretson

Steve Nusbaum

Sandy and Brian Kamin
Karen and Paul Schanfield
Fern and David Sanders
Janie and Don Rutman
Ellen and Paul Roitenberg
Ida and David Valdman
Ruta and Mikhail Fradkin
Shirley and Ron Goldman
Ryv and Bill Tilsner

Jan and Sherm Ringer

Sis and Ron Goren
Georgia and Jerry Fishman
Betty and Harold Zats
Annette and Milton Zien
Malka and Ernest Goodman
Marilyn and Mel Warren
Barbara and Fred Hirsekorn
Roza and Motel Vinokur




Department (f Youth Services

A message from our 2011-2012 USY President, Joe Lane:

Welcome to TUSY 2011-2012! This year we are super excited to
start off right and get things going right away. Last year was an
amazing year for TUSY as we received four awards at Spring Kallah,
experienced increase in event attendance, improvement in Social
Action and Tikun Olam involvement, and overall fun events! | truly
believe that we are moving towards the Golden Years of TUSY. This
year we have a great new USY Executive Board filled with members
of all ages of TUSY and | believe that these are the leaders that can
help turn TUSY into an ideal USY chapter. This summer | will be hard
, \\ s \\ at work creating ideas and seeking the help of others to improve
L our chapter. At our first board meeting, earlier this summer, we
determined that the theme for this year will be “belonging.” This theme means that
throughout this year our goal will be to get each and every member of USY involved.
From the incoming 8th- and 9th-graders to graduating seniors, every member of USY

is important and our goal is to make it happen. We will be accomplishing this goal by Robbyv Erlich
creating positions on a general board and reaching out to those less involved mem- .

bers. Please give me a call if you would like talk about next year or anything that | can Y_OUth Director

do — so you have an excellent USY experience. robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org

651-698-8874 ext. 115
I hope everyone is having a great summer, and | can’t wait to see you at our first USY

event and every one after it!

Getting back in the swing o’ things!

As we approach another great exciting year in the
Youth Department, h things that
[TEMPLE OF AARON YOUTH--] | ISR ATttt it

e Create a scrapbook of your summer so you can share it
with your friends.

e Develop a list of activities that you want to do next year
and give them to Robby.

e Get together with your Temple of Aaron friends!

Robby Erlich traveled with other
local Youth Directors and Regional
Director Mark Gulner to Camp Chi,
Camp Ramah, and Herzl Camp to

see our youth at these Jewish
camps. They are having such an
amazing summer and we hope to
hear all about their Jewish camping
experiences when they return.




Mark your Calendars:
Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas Religious School &
Rossy and Richard Shaller Hebrew School

Starting Dates:

Wednesday, September 7, 2011
Student/Parent Back to School Night:
— Toddler-6th Grade at 4:30PM
7th 10th Grades (including Sunday students) at 6:30PM
Saturday, September 10, 2011
1st ESP (Educational Shabbat Program):

5th and 6th grades at 9:00AM Joshua Fineblum
Director of Education
Sunday, September 11, 2011 joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org

651-698-8874 ext. 103
Annual Pancake Breakfast

Toddler-4th & 7th| Confirmation Classes at 9:00AM

Followed by Parent and Student Opening Ceremony and Classes
MORE INFO COMING SOON IN SCHOOL PACKET & CALENDAR!

Temple of Aaron

al L Family Education Topics
T°dd'e¥f§?..2i?’° Class 2011-2012

pyear ol yhelr + Pre-K: Shabbat in a Box

+ K/1st grade: Ma Nishtana;
Journey Through the 4 Questions
+ 2nd grade: Tzedakah:
A Charitable Way of Giving
+ 3rd grade: The Lights of
Shabbat and Havdalah
+ 4th grade: The Beauty of the
Shema & Mezuzah
+ b5th grade: A Journey Through

Sundays
10:00-11:45 AM

Toddler/Parent Classes | .
fFocus on Jewish [y
holidays, rituals, and the —
synagogue. PartiCipation
in art, music, and other
synagogue events are
part Of this fuh and
| educational program!

Fee: $31.00 per month per If you are interested in joining the Siddur
Family (member) us in the Fall please go to: + 6th grade: Tzitzit: The Ties That
$44.00 per month per £amily www.templeofaaron.org Bind Us
(non-member) t0 download proper paper-
work €0 enrol| today! + 7th grade: Tefillin: Build a Pair
Questions? Susie Haim SRR

susiehaim@templeofaaron.org these programs Comlng Soonl

651-698-887¢ ext. 104 A\V é Look for more information about all of
N4

‘Temple of Aaron 616 Mississippi River Boulevard, St Paul, MN 55116  651-698-887¢



Thank You

Todah Rabah

By Yam Ve

Our deep and sincere
sympathy to the families
of the following members

who have passed away

Wendy Goodman
Max Kurnow
Stan Skadron

Melvin Brazman

S X

... to Anita Ernst and Betty Agranoff
for helping mail 1,100 July
Aaronions.

... to members sharing support
during June medical leave of
Executive Director Ken Agranoff.
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Food Shelf Mission
Impossible? Not if you help.

Help us make

progress in the ;
statewide fight
against hun-
ger. Support
our food shelf!

You can leave
food at the
synagogue.
You can use
our website and make an online
donation. You can mail a check to
chair person Harriet Levy and she will
mail a card for a celebration, get well
or condolence.

Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our
Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more

Antokolskaya, Zinaida
Baldinger, Estelle
Bar, Gitya
Baum, Maryam
Binkin, Vladimir & Bella
Bloomfield, Cathy

& Siegel, Brock
Braginsky, Inna & Gregory
Brody, Edwin & Beth
Cohen, Loretta
Dobkin, Natalie
Eisenstadt, Samuel
Feldman, Kayleen & Ben
Fiedelman, Eileen Sweet
Fridman, Alla & Vlad
Gilberstadt, Philip
Glickson, James
Godes, Barb & Steve
Goldberg, Sharleen
Goldetsky, Celia
Goldman, Howard
Gordon, Frank
Grinberg, Elena
Jerson, Francine & Sidney
Kadis, Simon

| AV -

June 2011

Kaplan, Victoria
Kaplan, Harvey & Sue
Kaplan, Louis

Katz, Chelle & Leon
Khaskin, losif

Klein, Marion & E. Gary
Klein, E. Gary & Marion
Kloner, Louise
Knurenko, Izabella
Krugman, Faina

Lane, Miles

Leibman, Jack E.
Lerman, Bill & Mary
Lerman, Frank

Levey, Sylvia

Levin, Jeanne

Mack, Ellen & Tom Bates
Mastbaum, Millie
Meerovich, Gedaly
Netzman, Steve
O’Brien, Matt

Paper, Steve

Peker, Busya

Pieser, Ben & Vicki
Portnoy, Roxanne & Gary

does

stay

not

Just because you (your child) are off at college
y ou
with us here at Temple of Aaron. Temple of
Aaron College Kesher is the perfect way to
oconnected?d
home. We will send some packages and infor-
mation to our students throughout the year.
Parents of students who wish to participate

me an

lyar-Sivan 5771

Redstone, Shelley

Rein, Myndel
Rubenstein, Ada
Savage, Ronald
Schaffer, Michael S.
Schwartz, Jerry & Sue
Shaller, Richard & Rossy
Shear, Isabelle & Jerry
Simes, Josephine & Hy
Simon, William

Sinykin, Bob

Smookler, Richard & Diane
Specktor, Teri

Stacker, Howard
Stillman, Tom & Sue
Supornick, Edith

Swartz, Helen & Don
Toomasson, Judy
Tragar, C.A.

Usem, Mark & Lynn
Vinnik, Val & Luda
Vysotsky, Alla & Gak, Feliks
Weinberg, Idele

d

!
ShOUI;

to t hei

may regqister by sending the student's name,
parent's name, name of college, class year,
school mailing address, e -mail address to:

joshuafineblum@templ

A
i

eofaaron.org.




St Paul Jewish Community Tisha B’Av
Service & Commemoration

Monday, August 8, 2011
(Erev Tisha B’Av)

Beth Jacob Congregation

1179 Victoria Curve
Mendota Heights, MN 55118

8:30 PM Educational Session

The 9th of Av recalls the destruction of the Temples and more
recent events in the history of the Jewish people. Before we read
Lamentations please join us for a study session as we remember

the day and what it means to us as a people.

9:00 PM Reading of Lamentations (Eicha)
Questions? 651-698-8874

This is a joint program of Temple of Aaron,
Beth Jacob, and Mount Zion

Dave Kuretsky is St. Paul JCC

Board Member of the Year
Dave received the award at the June
2011 Annual Meeting. He has emerged
as a terrific thinker who considers all
angles of an issue and pushes to look at
all options. His family has housed an
Israeli shaliach for the past five years.
He has chaired the Camp Butwin com-
mittee and under his leadership has
brought a new fundraising model to
camp that has helped us raise funds
which will ensure the highest quality
facilities every summer. Added to that,
he served on the committee for our first
annual “Fore! The Kids Golf Benefit”
which raised funds for Camp Butwin
(their daughters are some of our biggest
fans!) All of this Camp Butwin support
and he didn’t even go to Camp Butwin
when he was a child! Volunteers add
strength and vitality to our community.
Mazal tov to Dave and his family.

— continued from page 1 —

synagogue. She also urges people to
take advantage of this year’s Rosh
Hashanah greetings opportunity. Marcia
admitted that she has adapted the
concept from her sister’s congregation in
California and hopes that everyone will
take this opportunity to extend New
Year's greetings to all.

Marcia’s motivation for remaining as
active in Temple of Aaron as she
continues to be is simple. She views the
Temple as her second home and wants it
to remain as strong as it can be. She
admitted that our Sisterhood, like its
sister organizations around the country
has experienced challenges to retain its
members and get or keep people
involved though it does continue to be
more successful in this endeavor than
most. Marcia pointed to the recently
completed and very successful regional
conference that our Sisterhood recently
hosted as a tribute to the dedication and
involvement of Sisterhood’s members.

As to Marcia’s greatest concern for the
future of the Temple, it is how do we
continue to have strong membership and
participation? She looks with great pride
at the involvement of her grandchildren,
Bayley, Miri, Levi, Marc, and Rachel in
their religion (they are all spending time
at Herzl camp this summer) and she

feels very strongly about keeping the
Temple a vital and active organization.
She feels that we need to both get young
people involved as well as to ensure that
our older members remain active. Her
more recent experience is that often
trying to get people to participate is
harder than getting them to join and the
same holds true for Sisterhood. In an
effort to get younger women involved in
Sisterhood, she is looking to establish a
Z’hava group, a young woman'’s auxiliary
to Sisterhood - with program specifically
designed to cater to the needs and
interests of that part of our community.
Finding the volunteers to take on that
challenge of leading this effort continues
to be a major goal of hers.

As to advice she offers for people looking
to get involved, she points out that there
seem to be a lot of people with truly
excellent ideas to better the synagogue
and its various parts - but lately, they
seldom seem willing to step forward to
help implement their program. She urges
all of us to lead with our hearts and not
only look for ways to help strengthen the
Temple but to then take some ownership
in making the idea reality. It is through
that process that each of us will find

both a purpose and the pleasure of
positively impacting other people’s lives.

Matt O'Brien
and
Janet Cass
are delighted to announce
that they are getting
married.

It will take place on
August 28, 2011
at the Temple of Aaron.

Our Annual
High Holyday
Cemetery Service
will be Sunday,

October 2, 2011

at 1:00 pm.
Please reserve the date
and honor your family
buried at our cemetery
in Roseville.




Wendy Kane looks back at USY as USY plans a 60th birthday celebration

If someone had told me
back in 9th grade that
making new friends through
a group called USY would
result in a life-long
connection, | would not
have appreciated the depth
of what that meant.

To me, USY was a means of
building a network of Jewish
friends from all over through
Kinnusim, conclaves, USY
Israel Pilgrimage, and even
hosting USY on Wheels
participants in our home.

My earliest memories of USY are from my
very first Kinnus in St. Louis in 1971 at
the Chase Park Plaza. As one of the 9th
graders new to Kinnus, it was somewhat
intimidating, very much exciting, and a
craziness that had to be experienced. At
that Kinnus, | and a good friend of mine
from the Twin Cities, Tom Frishberg, met
a boy named Grant Zipursky from
Winnipeg, Canada. Over the years, our
friendship grew. At every USY event we
would reconnect. As we graduated from
High School and went to college, our
friendship grew. We would see each
other every summer whether Tom and |
were travelling to Winnipeg or Grant was
coming to St. Paul. We became close
with each other’s families. We celebrated

CALLING ALL CONGREGANTS
President Mike Saxon and the Execu-
tive Committee have established a
task force to look at future staffing
needs of our congregation. Mark
Adelman and Sue Rosner have been
charged with conducting this study.
They are hosting a joint Congrega-
tion/Board meeting on:

AUGUST 10, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

to speak with congregants and get
your opinions on how our future staff-
ing should be structured. WE WANT
TO HEAR YOUR VOICES!! We know
you have opinions so please plan to
attend this important meeting and
share them with us.

If you are unable to attend, please
feel free to send your thoughts to
Sue Rosner at srosner52@msn.com
or Mark Adelman at
markadelman@allstate.com

See you on the 10th!

the bar mitzvah of a
sibling, a couple of family
weddings, birth of
children, b’nai mitzot of
those children, and
ultimately shared painful
experiences of losing
parents.

It's been almost 40 years
since | participated in
USY Israel Pilgrimage
back in 1974, but to this
day | still keep in touch
with two friends from my
group, and still share fond memories with
others that went the same year as | did.

USY was also the beginning of my
leadership development, having served
as President of T.U.S.Y. at a time when
the chapter boasted one of the largest
memberships in the Region. And | served
on the Regional Board. It was also a
training ground for me to expand my
davening skills as | learned there were
many tunes to familiar prayers, and new
services that | would learn to actually
lead. USY was a way to continue the
specialness of Shabbat, and enjoy
Havdalah services that were initiated in
me during my summers at Herzl Camp.
Emtza may refer to camp as LTI, but
hidden in those letters are the words
“Leadership Training.”

Temple of Aaron led by Rabbi Bernard S.
Raskas and Beth El led by Rabbi Kassel
Abelson are credited with creating USY in
1951. National Association USCJ has
hired Wendy Glick as its Alumni Associa-
tion Director to reconnect USYers all over
North America. The five local Conserva-
tive synagogues are working together to
plan a local event in 2012. We want to
build connections and we want to raise
money to provide USY scholarships for
major programs like Israel Pilgrimage,
USY Wheels and Nativ. Our four commit-
tee volunteers are David Garelick, Wendy
Kane, Alex Locke and Loren Taple.

And the beautiful thing is that it didn’t
end when | graduated high school. After
college | came back to be an advisor for
another chapter of USY than the one |
grew up in. | had fond memories of my
advisors and | hoped | could contribute to
the next generations’ fond memories of
their time in USY.

As USY celebrates 60 years, | encourage
all young people to get involved so that
60 years from now USY will still be
strong, and they won't even realize all it
took was making new friends.

“To Learn, To Teach, To Do.”

Anne Hope, Herzl Camp Director, and Joshua Fineblum join Temple of Aaron Herzl
campers after a long visiting day and first session at camp!



Sisterhood News

Gift Shop Sale - July 1 to Sept. 13. All merchandise is 20% off except books, which
are 10% off. No discounts for tefillin or mezuzah parchments. The Gift Shop has some
new items from Michael Aram and the general inventory is frequently changing. Gift
Cards are always available. Summer hours: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 9 am
- noon; Tuesdays from 10 am - 2 pm; Wednesdays from 10 am - 1 pm; by appoint-
ment (call Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030). Gift Shop phone: 651-699-9192.

* * * *

Book Club - The book club meets on the third Sunday of the month at The Highland
Café and Bakery in Highland Park at 10 am. Here is the schedule for the fall: The
Defector by Daniel Silva - Sept. 18; Something Red by Jennifer Gilmore - Oct. 16;
The Shiksa Syndrome by Laurie Graff. No meeting in August. For any other questions,
call Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658).

* * * *

Women'’s Shelter Donations - Drop off toiletries to be donated to local women’s shel-
ters. All items needed and they can be dropped off in the Temple Gift Shop. Help out
our local community and give someone a lift with these easy donations. Questions,
call Alexandria Ganzel at 651-490-7684.

* * * *

Building Fund Cards - Cards for every occasion are only a phone call away. Pick up
that phone and show someone you care by sending one of these lovely cards. All
funds raised by the use of these cards go directly to benefit our beautiful build-
ing. Questions, call Sis Goren (651-686-0425) or Susan Kushner (651-454-
8336). For billing questions, call Betty Agranoff at 651-698-8275.

* * * *

Food Shelf - This ongoing project serves our community year round. Donate food
items at any time by dropping them off in the cart located in our coat room. Monetary
donations will also be accepted by sending a check, payable to Temple of Aaron Food
Shelf, to Harriet Levy, 1826 Merlot Curve, Eagan, MN 55122. For more info, call
Harriet Levy (651-454-6829).

* * * *

Rosh Hashanah Fundraiser — Wish your Temple of Aaron family a Shanah Tovah
Tikatevu for 5772 in the September Aaronion by sending your $10 check by Aug. 10,
payable to Temple of Aaron Sisterhood, to Shari Lowenthal, 158 Hollywood Ct.,
Falcon Heights, MN 55108. Indicate how you would like your name to appear in the
Aaronion. Questions, call Marcia Taple.

* * * *

Opening Program September 8 - Save the date for our first program of the new year.
Member Susan Flynn is part of the musical group “Calliope Women’s Chorus” that will
be performing at this event.

* * * *
Join Sisterhood - Interested in becoming a member of our Temple of Aaron Sister-

hood family? Find out who we are and what we do by calling Roxanne Portnoy at 651-
690-2232.

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP
651-699-9192

New Tallitot
Yads
Giftware & Judaica

Shop Early - Shop Often!
We Gift Wrap!

Bar/Bat Mitzvah
& Bridal Registry

We now carry
Michael Aram

Can’t Think of What to Buy?
We Offer Gift Cards!

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop
Support Your Synagogue

Open Hours:
Sunday 9:00 - Noon
Tuesday 10:00 - 2:00
Wednesday 10:00 - 1:00

By Appointment Call:
Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030

Seeds of Justices a fellowship for young
people in grades-22. Fellows gain leadership and
community organizing skills, participate in group
projects, work on real issue campaigns, and learn
from community mentors.

An initiative of Jewish Community Action
For more information, contact Lauren Bastie
at lauren@jewishcommunityaction.org.

Please support our
advertisers.
They provide

financial support
for our monthly
newsletter and can
provide excellent
services for your
benefit.




Israel: Creating the Foundation of a Nation

By Dr. Steven Derfler

Back in the “last millennium” when |
was an undergrad, | put up a poster on

the wall of my room (to hide a large chip

in the sheetrock left by the prior tenant)
that showed a Native American eating a
corned beef on rye with the caption,
“You don’t need to be Jewish to enjoy
Reiser’s Rye bread!” The same holds
true for Zionism — it’s not just for Jews
either.

Zionism is the national liberation
movement for the return of the Jewish
people to their homeland and the
resumption of Jewish sovereignty in the
Land of Israel. It takes 2 distinct
shapes; one is based on a notion of
Spiritual Zionism, rooted in history 26
centuries ago with the downfall of the
Kingdom of Judea in 587 BCE at the

hands of the Babylonians. With the exile

of the political and spiritual leadership
(Galut), the Psalmist yearns for a return
to his homeland. This is found in PS
137.1ff, “Yea though | sat by the waters
of Babylon | wept when | remembered
Zion. Let my right hand lose its cunning,
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth, if | don’t set Zion above my
greatest joy.”

Each year, for
Jews, this desire
is reiterated time
and time again
with the phrase,
“Next year in
Jerusalem.”

However, as
stated earlier
“You don’t need
to be Jewish” to
be a Zionist.
Christian Zionism
supports the
return of the Jewish people to their
national homeland as well. Yet many
believe that this notion, rooted in
biblical prophecy, is also essential in
order to fulfill the requirements for the
return of Jesus to earth in a kingly
fashion. This support serves as a way
that elements of the Christian
community seek to “honor” the Jewish
community (perhaps in a slightly
backhanded way) for providing the
fundamentals of their faith and the
initial Jewishness of Jesus.

Nathan Birnbaum

First World Zionist Congress, 1897

The second aspect of Zionism arose in
the latter part of the 19th Century in
eastern Europe and Russia, with a
distinctly political and almost entirely
secular approach to the continuing
problem facing Jews since time
immemorial — anti Judaism. As
animosity towards the Ashkenazic
community
became rabid,
even in areas like
the Pale of Jewish
settlement
(Poland today)
where the Jews
were actually in
the majority, and
the Pogrom
became an
integral part of
daily life for the
Jew, secular
leaders sought an
avenue of safety, security and escape
for this harsh reality. This secular form
of Zionism, political Zionism would be
coined by Nathan Birnbaum, a Viennese
Jew in 1890. He addressed both Jews
and non-Jews by presenting a means of
dealing with the situation in Europe by
writing “The National Rebirth of the
Jewish People in its Homeland as a
Means of Solving the Jewish Question.”
This would lead to the first World Zionist
Congress, 1897, in Basle, Switzerland.
Working in conjunction with Theodor

Theodor Herzl

Herzl, Birnbaum would play a major role
in shaping the nature of political
Zionism.

However, Herzl, the more eloquent
public speaker, would steal the show,
the catch-words, and the glory. Herzl
would later go on to say that he
“created” the Jewish State in 1897—
not bad, but just 50 years too early!

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/
jsource/Zionism/
First_Cong_&_Basel_Program.html

http://www.herzl.org/english/
Article.aspx?ltem=544

An international
educational
consultant, public
speaker,
archaeologist,
historian, researcher,
teacher and writer,
Dr. Derfler has been
uncovering the histories of Ancient
Civilizations for 35 years. Tracing the
development of western religions from
their roots in the Middle East and
Eastern Mediterranean countries, Dr.
Derfler brings insight to current political
and social events, bridging the past with
the future to promote greater
understanding between people from
different faiths and walks of life.
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HATS OFF TO ALL TEMPLE MEMBERS WHO HAVE
MADE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY THIS PAST
YEARI!MM!

The year 5771 was a busy and constructive year for the Social Justice
Committee:

e Three Lunch and Learns addressing homelessness, affordable
housing, healthcare, and the foreclosure crisis were very well
attended and the committee plans to sponsor more in the upcoming
months.

e Volunteers participated in Habitat for Humanity’s special project in
conjunction with President Jimmy Carter’s visit in October of 2010 :
and again joined Interfaith Builders on a new build in St. Paul from Ten members of Temple of Aaron, along
July 25 to August 5. with 15 recruited friends/relatives,

worked with Interfaith Builders on a new

build at 967 Edgerton St, St Paul from

e February 14-24 - committee members participated in St. Paul Fair
Lending Coalition Community Wealth Day, door-knocking to publicize

the event and providing resources to homeowners facing foreclosure. LS 1 ARER-

e Mary and Bill Lerman sponsored a “House Meeting” in March to Temple of Aaron Social Justice
discuss the history of racism in housing and foreclosure prevention committee thanks temple members
work. Roxanne Portney, Doris Rubenstein,

e Dvar Torahs were delivered by Brian Zaidman and Doris Rubenstein Brian Zaidman, Nathan Zaidman, Bill

Lerman, Mary Lerman, Alexandria

. _ ] Ganzel, Guinevere Ganzel, Susan Flynn,
e In April through May the committee sponsored the Tikun Olam art JoAnn Silvers for assisting with the new

exhibit in the temple’s Greenberg Gallery. Habitat for Humanity build in St. Paul this
past week and next.

on social justice issues.

Todah Rabah

to all our Project Home Volunteers!

Once again the Social Action Committee members and Temple
of Aaron volunteers joined forces with the St. Paul Area Council
of Churches in providing staff to care for and interact with the
temporarily homeless in our community.

In May, we cooperated with Unity Unitarian Church in St. Paul.
In June, we assisted at Messiah Church and Mount Zion
Synagogue. The overwhelming response was favorable and
supports the truth that the more we give, the more we receive.
One congregant, who asked to remain anonymous, noted that
his experience was: “Really fun! It was a hands-on experience
that felt as if | was making a significant contribution rather than
just showing up for the sake of volunteering — | got to play with
the children and | felt as if my being there made all the differ-
ence. It was definitely important work.”

— Submitted by Roxanne Portnoy

Not all volunteers are pictured in the photograph,
but all volunteers are appreciated! —



810°uoieejoo|dwor MMM

uresT ® yount
30IMIS We 6

SpUBLIH % IYSeX/M 93JJ0D Weg
9

AVAANLYS

| WA

IN|3 -AY
TT0Z 1snbny

9o1nes wid g
ueAulN we 0g:/
S

Avalydd

sse|D pnwiel wd 0g:9
ueAuly wd 9

ueAuIlN We Qg:/

14

AVASHNHL

sas0|D bBpig wd 2
ueAuly wd 9
ueAullN we Qg:/

€

AVASINGIM

sas0|D bBpig wd 2
ueAuly wd 9
ueAullN we 0g:/

4

Avas3ant

sas0|D bBpig wd 2
ueAully wd 9
UeAuIN we 0g:/

AV T T

AVANOW

ueAuin wd 9
1€ 9)ISqoM Ino USIA ases|d saso[D ‘bpig wd 2 saso[D ‘bpig wd 2 saso[D ‘bpjg wd 2
‘sweigoad pue SJUdAS 1810 pue 9S8Y1 UO UO[BWIOLU] 2I0W JO4 ueAuiy wd 9 ueAuiy wd 9 ueAuywdop 48 An D SQUBN
ueAuIlN we og:/ ueAulN we og:/ ueAuIN we og:/L ueAuIpn we @
=R T€ 0€ 6¢ 8¢
wd Ti:2 Bunybijepued
ueAuly wd 9
yenzun sse|D a|qig wd og:/ ueAulpy wd 9
UeAZUIN Teg Japuexaly Aoep 1eg Japuexa|y Aoep sse|D pnwel wd 0g:9 saso|D ‘bpig wd 2 saso|D ‘bpig wd 2 saso|D ‘bpig wd 2
92IAIBS WE 6 1S3 8onues wd g ueAuln wd 9 ueAuln wd 9 ueAuln wd 9 ueAuNywdgle 1g gn |D SQUBaN
Spuali4 % Iysey/m 9a}j0D weg ueAuin we og:/ ueAuln we og:/ ueAuln we og:/ ueAuIn we 0g:/ ueAuln we og:/2 ueAUIN We 6
yx4 9¢ 14 144 [ 14 cc 1
wd gg:2 Bunybisipued
yeazin sse|D 9|qig wd 0g:/2 sas0|D ‘bBpig wd 8 ueAully wd 9
Yed BUYDUIN JSALAIS Yiagezi|3 sse|D pnwrel wd Og:9 $9s0[D Bpig wd 2 anio xoog wd 0g:9 s9s0[0 Bpig wd 2
ueAuly wd 9 ao1nes wd g ueAuly wd 9 ueAuly wd 9 ueAuly wd 9 ueAuNwd 9P 1g gn |D SQUBN
92INIBS We 6 ueAul\ we 0g:/ ueAullN we Qg:/, ueAullN we Qg:/ ueAullN we Qg:/ ueAulN we 0g:/ ueAullN we g
(014 6T 8T LT 9T ST 4%
wd +0:8 Bunybisipued
sse|D 9|qig wd 0g:/2 ueAully wd 9
sse|D pnwiel wd 0g:9 sas0|D bBpig wd 2 sas0|D bBpig wd 2 sas0|D bBpig wd 2
ueAuly wd 9 1S3 eonues wd g ueAuly wd 9 ueAuly wd 9 ueAuly wd 9 ueAulywd 9P 1g gn |D SQUBN
9JINIBS We 6 ueAulN we 0g:/ ueAullN we 0g: /. ueAullN we Qg:/ ueAullN we Qg:/ ueAulN we 0g:/ ueAullN we g
€T T 1T 0T|9d ®©ys 11 6 8 L
wd ¢1:8 Bunybisipued
ueAuly wd 9 sse|D 9|qig wd 0g:/2

AVANNS

|0 Jepuaje) uoJey Jo ajdwsa |




B’nai Mitzvah

Elizabeth Sivriver, daughter of Regina Sivriver and granddaughter of Alla Vysotskaya and Feliks Gak,
will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on August 20, 2011.

Elizabeth is in eighth grade at Nova Classical Academy, where she participates in Math Team, Drama
Club, soccer, and spelling bee (won 2011 Nova spelling bee). She also enjoys listening to music, theater,
reading, traveling with her family, and loves being with her friends.

Elizabeth has designated National Multiple Sclerosis Society - Minnesota Chapter for her tzedaka
contribution.

il

Elizabeth Sivriver

sl Macy Alexander, daughter of Dana and Brian Alexander, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on
August 26 & 27, 2011.
Macy is in seventh grade at Kyrene Aprende Middle School, where she participates in peer tutoring
and drama/theater. She also enjoys dance, reading, writing, short stories, and learning new things.
Macy has designated the ASPCA for her tzedaka contribution.
Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Macy’s grandparents, Harriet and
Earl Bailey, and Gloria and Stan Alexander.

Macy Alexander
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