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THE TRASKMEN

“A-Well-A, Everybody’s Heard Aboutl the Bird, B-B-B-Bird, Bird, Bird,
B-Bird is the word. Well, Everybody’s Talking About the Bird.”

Centennial Rockets to Entertainment Night
On January 30, 2010

JoAnn and Harold Silvers and Laurie and Dave Kuretsky are organizing a totally fun event for people from
10 to 100, with multiple activities. See page 10 for more details.
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In the 1960s, local rock &

roll band The Trashmen

captivated the United States,

THE SLEreR Australia and Mexico

SN with their blockbuster hit
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) Light the First Candle
sAx G on Friday, December 11
CAURCH KLY

Members of all ages and their friends
ek aadd are invited to the annual 10:00 AM
- Sunday morning

Hanukah Party.

Music, games, food,
friendship, and fun.

The David A. Berg Family
Endowment.
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Our Shared Journey

Several Extended family

weeks ago, | is central to each

completed a immigrant ex- —

journey that perience. Fami- ’

many of our lies traveled to-

ancestors gether and

had taken. neighborhoods o

From the are created that '
cavernous offer the familiar /

hall at Ellis language and N VA

Island, to the foods from Rabbi Alan Shavit onstein
narrow home. As immi- rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org
streets of the grants assimilate 651-698-8874, ext. 111

Lower East into American

Side, | culture, they will

walked the often leave the

path of so crowed areas men and women are separated by a
many Jewish immigrants. And | was not like the Lower East Side for areas further physical barrier (mechizta). These few
alone, 11 students and two adult mem-  uptown, and then to the suburbs. hours never fall to elicit a discussion on
bers of the Temple joined me on this the role of women in Judaism. When all is

educational journey. In addition to explor- 3. Perspective is critical. Each year we  said and done, each synagogue helps us
ing the physical sites of immigration, we  visit New York, the confirmation students to understand what is unique about the

learned several valuable lessons. are challenged by the time they spend in Temple of Aaron, and what is universal.
the Tenement Museum, which rereates
1. Different immigration groups share the living situation in tenements,

similar stories. In exploring what it took  and includes actors portraying
for Jewish communities to come to the the actual Jewish families who
new world, we realized quickly that simi- lived in these apartments. The
lar motivations and experiences were stark differences in the living
shared by other immigrant groups also.  spaces, and expectations of
While each group has its own story to tell, young adults, help our students
many parts of the story are shared. Some find a greater appreciation of
were pushed out of their homelands, and their own homes and lives.
some were pulled by the promise of a
better life, but all found it to be a much 4. Prayer can unite us, even
bigger struggle to integrate than they when we pray differently. The
originally had planned. time we spend at services dem-
onstrate how much we take for
2. Immigrants generally start out in small granted about the way we pray.
communities, and then move on. On Friday night, we attend ser-
vices at a Con-
servative synagogue, 5. Each trip brings its own unique lesson.
with a service very simi- When we arrived in New York this year, it
lar to Erev Shabbat Live. was cold, with a light rain. Our first day
But it is the small differ-  was spent walking in this rain. By the
ences that are the most  next day, the rain had stopped, and it
noticeable; changes in had warmed up a few degrees. To our
the prayers that are in-  students, however, it was a beautiful day.

cluded, the melodies It is all about perspective!
that are used; and the
way the cantor and Indeed, the entire trip is about perspec-

rabbi lead the congrega- tive. Our goal each year is to expand our

tion. On Shabbatmorn- st udent sd perspective
ing we pray at an Ortho- and how they fit into the larger picture of

dox synagogue where the Jewish family.







