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                                                             Get Ready For...  
                       December 5, 2010  

Hanukah  
Celebration  

Get ready for food (latkes), 
music, and a morning 

           filled with fun!  
10:00 AM: Programming for Students in Stein Hall and Capp Lounge 

10:45 AM: Latkes and Nosh in Greenberg Room  
11:30 AM: Music and Special Hanukah Program in Sanctuary  

Parents and grandparents are invited to join  
                     students for this celebration.  

 

*Sponsored by David A Berg Family Endowment  
ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳō /ƻƻƪƛƴƎ /ǊŜǿ  
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
As Hanukah approaches, the idea of 

Dedication has been on my mind. After 

all, the holiday is all about the 

dedication of a people to their beliefs, 

and the re-dedication of the Temple to 

God.  
 

Two recent events in the Temple of 

Aaron community demonstrate 

dedication. Both are signs of positive 

energy in the synagogue community, 

and should make us proud. You can 

view pictures at the synagogue website 

www.templeofaaron.org by clicking on 

the òSee Picturesó link. 
 

We recently returned from the yearly 

Confirmation class trip to New York. 

As you can see, it was well attended, 

with 21 students 11 parent chaperones, 

and two staff. As with each year, we 

visited Jewish sites and explored the 

Jewish immigration experience. We also 

enjoyed kosher meals and attended 

shows both on and off Broadway. This 

was Director of Education Josh 

Fineblumõs first trip with us and his 

organizational skills leading up to the 

trip, and his hard work helping me to 

lead the trip, improved everyoneõs 

experience.   
 

Again this year, the United Jewish Fund 

and Council held its Campaign Gala in 

our building. The event, attended by 

Jews from across St. Paul, reaffirmed 

the Temple of Aaronõs place as a key 

part of the Twin Cities Jewish 

community. The fundraising went well, 

the food was delicious, and the music, 

by the Klezmatics was a joyous end to 

the evening.  
 

You can see the vitality and energy and 

dedication of our community in the 

faces of those who the Temple of Aaron 

touched over these past few weeks. 

Have a bright and joyous Hanukah.  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

You Deserve It  
A Temple of Aaron Memorial Plaque assures your family that all of your loved 

ones will always be remembered. We will post the newly-purchased plaque for 

twelve months in our Shirley Schleiff Greenberg Memorial Alcove. Thereafter, we 

post the plaque each year for the yahrzeit which reaffirms individual dignity. 

 

We mail the yahrzeit notices to family members all over the country and mention 

the loved oneõs name on the day of the yahrzeit and the evening prior at our ser-

vice. We continue to remember the person even if the remaining family moves 

from St Paul. The permanency of the memorial Plaque makes sure we reflect 

about the unique character of the person who shaped our lives. 

 

The current donation is a tax deductible $1,000. We will design payments plans 

and all proceeds are used to operate our daily minyan. Please direct any ques-

tions to Executive Director Ken Agranoff ( 651-698-8874, ext 106 ). 

Tuesday Book Club  
 

December 21 

Join us at 6:30pm  
 

The Brothers Bielski  

by Peter Duffy.  

Call  

Deb Bachrach,  

651-690-4130. 

Shabbat Babysitting Each 

Week In Jacob Locke  

Preschool Center  
Enjoy the Friday and Saturday services 

while your child 8 and under has expert 

supervision.  

My Life Is Fast -Paced  

Yet I Enjoy Shabbat  
Attend our Shabbat service on Friday 

or Saturday morning or both, slow 

down, and get away from the techno-

logical onslaught. You can enjoy the 

music, engage in the community, 

chant some prayers, review the Torah 

portion in English, meet some new 

people, connect with God, and rein-

vigorate your mind. You can slow time 

down at Temple of Aaron while using 

our tradition to address modern day 

issues challenging our daily lives.  

We Have Upgraded Our 

Kaplan Brideõs Room 
 

 

Families celebrating August and 

September weddings were thrilled 

with the beautiful and functional 

room after our July, 2010 upgrade. 

  

We need help repaying the zero 

interest loans. 

 

Please consider supporting this  

project by making donations ($18  

to $1,800) to the Brideõs Room 

Fund. If convenient we will place  

the pledge on your monthly state-

ment or on your VISA card. 

 

We Are Lucky to Have  

Our Advertisers ñ 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM! 
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Cantorõs Column 

Hanukah is filled with so much joy and 

happiness. It is probably the most popu-

lar holiday with Jewish children across 

the world. I thought it would be fun and 

nostalgic to include a picture of a Hanu-

kah concert with our Sunday school and 

our youth choir that happened 8 years 

ago. Lets see how many of you can rec-

ognize the children in the picture. They 

are all now teenagers and some of them 

are even driving. 

We have come so 

far as our Temple 

family. The major 

celebrations of our 

jubilee and our 

100th year anni-

versary have made 

us feel proud and 

good about our 

membership and 

about us as Jews. 

The word Hanukah 

means to rededi-

cate. Let us all 

rededicate our-

selves to being 

active participants 

at our Temple. Whether it be through 

committee involvement, attending ser-

vices or minyan, or however you wish to 

contribute. We are all one family and we 

need to be there for our family. I hope 

and pray that this year will be filled with 

everyone singing louder and with more 

passion than has ever been done before. 

We have a vibrant, energetic synagogue. 

Let us all continue to raise our voices 

and sing like our youth choir has sung in 

the past. Happy Hanukah! 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Happy Hanukah!  

 

 

DECEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

 15 Jennifer and Brian Krisko 

 20 Nancy and Bob Goldberger 

 35 Esther and Richard Gillman 

 40 Loree and Stan Rosen 

 45 Joann and Stuart Marofsky 

 50 Revekka and Grigoriy Shneur 

 51 Elaine and Howard Kuretsky 

 51 Lucille and Burt Garr 

 53 Joanie and Alan Levey 

 54 Honey and Larry Zelle 

 57 Evelyn and Mel Kamin 

 63 Esther and Martin Capp 

 64 Amy and George Sitkoff 

(October Correction) 

 35 Meg and Adrian Warren  

Menõs Club Menschens - December 2010  
By Hugh Gitlin - Menõs Club President 

Happy Hanukah from the Menõs Club. We had a great Dinner with the Rabbi on No-

vember 23. Our next one is being planned, donõt miss it. 
 

Events 

Our next event is latke making for the congregational Hanukah party. Meet at the 

kitchen on December 5 at 7:00 AM. Coffee will be provided. Also, mark February 6 

down for the World Wide Wrap in the morning and the Super Bowl Party in the late 

afternoon. 
 

Purchase a Sukkah Panel 

Make a lasting physical contribution to the Temple with the purchase of a panel for 

the new Temple Sukkah. After last yearõs tragic implosion, Menõs Club is taking on the 

challenge of raising funds for a new Sukkah in a new location The new Sukkah is a 

modern modular design consisting of 72 panels, each panel is looking for a $100 

sponsor. There are fewer than 30 panels available. George Bier is the fund raising 

chairman and can be contacted at 651-690-1979 or via email 

(george@thebierfamily.com). 
 

Membership Drive 

I urge all males 18 and over to join us in the Menõs Club. Dues envelopes are avail-

able in the Leifman Chapel. We are only as strong as our membership. 
 

Sponsor a Breakfast 

Opportunities for sponsorship of Sunday morning minyan breakfast are available. For 

information, call Morrie Katz at 651-698-1479. 
 

If anyone has questions about any of our activities, feel free to call Hugh at 651-470-

1694 or email me at hughsterg@aol.com. 



 Department of  Youth Services 

Robby Erlich  
Youth Director 

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 

Featuring hit 1980s songs such as: 
  

¶ Video Killed the Radio Star 

¶ Eye of the Tiger 

¶ Girls Just Want To Have Fun 

¶ Iõm Gonna Be (500 Miles) 

¶ Walking on Sunshine 

¶ Material Girl 

¶ . . . and many more! 

  

2010 USY PLAY AUDITIONS 

Sunday, December 19 

11:00-3:00 PM 

Stein Hall 

2010 USY Play: 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by: Neil Gooding 

Original Musical Adaptation by: Scott Copeman 
  

2010 Play Chairs: Faye Fienstein and Lois Bloomberg 

2010 Play Director: Aaron Liebo 

 DECEMBER 
 4 USY Iron Chef-Hanukkah Style! 7PM 

 11 Surfs up Kadima! 7PM 

 11 USY goes to see the Adath play! 7PM 

 12 Bõresheet @ Pump It Up! 12PM 

 19 Play Auditions/T.O. Program! 12PM 

 22-30 USY International Convention! OOB 

  JANUARY 
 7 Family Kadima & USY Dinner-6PM 

 8 First Annual Bõresheet and USY bowl-a-thon 6PM 

 22 USY goes to Beth Jacob play-7:30PM 

 23 Summer in the Winter for Chaverim 12PM 

 28-30 USY Winter Shabbaton Friday 3PM-Sunday 3PM  

(L-R) Morgan Werthauser and 

Ellie Berg take a moment with 

TUSY mascot Elmo during Kickõn 

It At Home event! 

Summer Camp/  

Israel Scholarships  
To obtain a form, please contact:  

Robby Erlich Youth Director  

651.698.8874 X115  

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 
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Updated Summer Camp  

Scholarship Process  
 

Every recipient of a 2011 scholarship 

will be required to send a thank you 

note to the synagogue before any 

money is released to camp. The syna-

gogue will mail the letters to designated 

family members of endowed funds that 

make the great summers possible. We 

also expect each student to write a brief 

note after their summer experience. The 

personalized notes help us build the 

scholarship funds so we can help more 

students in a meaningful way.  
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Lilmod Uõlilamed  ñ òTo Teach and to Learnó- Pirkei Avot 

ˡˬ˪˪ˣ ˡˬ˪˪ 

Joshua Fineblum   
Director of Education 

joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 

Midat Hachodesh:  
 

Talmud Torah 
Translated as the òStudy of Torah,ó 

this value is one of continuous  

education in oneõs life. Throughout 

Jewish history, beginning with the  

times of the Second Temple in 

Jerusalem, Jews would study the 

Torah and its meanings in hopes of 

using it as a document of laws and 

lessons for those times. After 

returning to Jerusalem after the 

destruction of the first Temple, 

Nehemiah would stand in the 

middle of town and shout the  

words of the Torah so that everyone 

would hear them as was instructed 

in the Torah by God to the people. 

The value of Talmud Torah is one 

which continues to be the focal 

point of Jewish education on every 

level with old Midrashim, stories of 

explanation, and new ones too 

which make the Torah more 

relevant for us today.  

During this past month we had the op-

portunity to concentrate on the value of 

Tzedakah. Over 200 participants within 

the school, including students and 

teachers, parents and members of the 

general Temple of Aaron community 

came to our Kinyon tzedakah. It was a 

wonderful day of learning about tzeda-

kah, the value of donating to organiza-

tions and their causes, as well as to do 

the act of giving tzedakah and making 

the choice of which organization to give 

to. It was a wonderful experience for all 

who attended.  
 

Special thanks to the six organizations 

for coming and presenting to our 

classes and the community. Donations 

have been made to those  

organizations from Temple of Aaron 

from the tzedakah brought in by our 

students and community members.  
 

¶ Keystone community Services 

¶ Nechama-Jewish Response to  

Disaster 

¶ Shaõarim-Gateways to Learning  

¶ United Jewish Fund and Council  

for Israel  

¶ United Synagogue Youth-Tikun 

Olam  

¶ Winning For Winston-ALS TDI  
 

If you did not have the opportunity to 

give to these organizations and  

wish to, please e-mail me, joshuafine-

blum@templeofaaron.org, and I will  

help you do so. Toda Raba! 

Ben Cooper and Ada Rubenstein partici-

pating in the 9th grade intergenera-

tional program at the Sholom Home. 9th 

grade students will be participating in 

an 8-week program with our friends at 

the Sholom home culminating at the 

end of January. 

Our students had the opportunity to give 

tzedakah to organizations at our kinyon 

tzedakah to Nechama, a Jewish  

response to disaster, here in the Twin 

Cities.  

Winning for Winston, with Mona Winston 

present, along with all six of the organi-

zations, in class rooms before students 

had the opportunity to òshop the malló 

and give tzedakah to the organization of 

their choice. 

21 students joined 11 parent chaper-

ones, Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein and Direc-

tor of Education Joshua Fineblum on  

the Confirmation trip to New York City.  

It was an amazing trip filled with  

learning, fun and lots of food! 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
October 2010   Tishri ñ Heshvan 5771 

Applebaum,  

   Sidney & Lorraine  

Axelrod, Linda  

Baskina, Ella  

Becker, Joe  

Besner, Rae  

Blumenfeld, Sam  

Braginsky, Isya  

Bubar, Sana & Dmitry  

Calmenson, Beverly  

Dietz, Al  

Divine, Arnold & Rae  

Edelstein, Rebecca  

Esrig, Evelyn  

Farsht, Steve  

Fiedelman, Eileen & Rick  

Flynn, Susan & John  

Garelick, Molly & Ken  

Garnett, Sue  

Geller, Rosie & Loren  

Gilman, Norton & Rose  

Gleeman, Harriet  

Gochberg, Peter & Vera  

Goldenberg, Herb  

Goldetsky, Celia  

Goldman, Irene  

Goldman, Ronald  

Grobovsky, Shirley  

Grossman, Rose  

Gurstelle, Alice  

Hartman, Ruth  

Hirsekorn, Fred  

Kaminsky, Beverly  

Kaplan, Esther  

Kaster, John  

Katz, Chelle & Leon  

Kaufman, Lennie & Jill  

Klein, E. Gary & Marion  

Kopilenko,  

   Bella & Alexander  

Kowitz, Linda & Mitchell 

Levinsohn,  

   Mark & Jeannette  

Leyderman, Anna & Mikhail  

Lyons, Stephen & Patti  

Meltzer, Rose  

Munic, Doris  

Naiman, Edie  

Naiman, Steven  

Pfleiderer, Adrianne & Bill  

Phillips, Jan & Janet  

Raskin, Maria  

Rosen, Fran  

Sanderson, Anne Rae  

Savage, Edith  

Schneider, Margie & Bart  

Simes, Hy & Josephine  

Simon, William  

Simon, Yetta & Jerry  

Skadron, Stanley & Nancy  

Soroka, Tatyana  

Specktor, Anna  

Strickon, Beryl  

Suponitsky, Aleksandr  

Tabert, Deborah  

Taple, Marcia  

Tilsen, Robert  

Upin, Alan  

Vigdorovich, Leopold  

Vinitsky, Shirley 
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Bernice Rosen 

Riva Teller 

Sally Orenstein 

Harold Specktor   
 

Memorial Plaques 

Have Been Displayed For 
 

Ruth Blackman  
Bruce Kuritzky  

 

Save Pressure, Plan Ahead  
Select your cemetery graves by  

scheduling a 15-minute meeting with 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff,  

651-698-8874 x106, to review  

options, locations and financial  

information. 

 ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . . to Judy and Todd Freeman for 

donating a panel for our new sukkah 

in honor of their granddaughters, 

Anna Cukier and Adeline Giesting. 

. . . to Betty Agranoff, Anita Ernst, 

Burt Katz and Delia Sevak for label-

ing over 1,200 Aaronions we mail to 

members all over the country.  

. . . Special todah rabah to Tony 

Silverman who provided the Temple 

with a new guitar for the Hazzan to 

play in all Erev Shabbat Live Services 

in memory of his father Harry 

Silverman of blessed memory.  

Master Educator Dr. Steven Derfler Will Lead a  

Four-Part Series Entitled òFrom Spice Routes to Space Age ñ 

Patterns of Living in the MidEastó  
 

Sunday Mornings February 13, 20, 27 and March 6, 2011  
 

We need to understand òothernessó in order to more fully understand ourselves  

and our own identities as the world grows smaller and interaction with other cultures  

becomes essential. Israelõs place in the MidEast is an island within a òseaó of  

otherness. It canõt be isolated or understood in a vacuum ñ but an overall context. 

Our understanding of complex issues in the region can only be comprehended if we 

are more familiar with this world.  

 

The Bedouin ñ Called the òmost noble of societies,ó this semi-nomadic lifestyle is 

centuries-old, yet faces the challenge of modernity. Low overhead, lots of fresh air, 

freedom of movement . . .  sound appealing?  

 

The Communal Environment ñ The concept of socialism swept portions of the Middle 

East, notably Israel, at the end of the 19th Century. The concept of the collective 

farms, Kibbutzim and Moshavim, is unique to the region. Do we truly want to have 

everything supplied for us?  

 

The City in 2 Parts ñ Part 1: The notion of city and urban society is entirely different in 

the West than in the Mid East. The Arab city had a mystique all of its own, and for a 

reason. This changed with the colonial invasion by European society in the early 19th 

Century. Part 2: On the other hand, the Israeli city model is one that westerners feel 

the most comfortable identifying with. 
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Sisterhood News 
Sisterhood Shabbat - Hanukkah Rededication ñ Friday, Dec. 3 and Saturday, Dec. 4 - 

Friday night Dinner at 6:30 p.m. followed by 8:00 p.m. Services at Temple of Aaron, 

conducted by our very own Sisterhood. Send your check, payable to Temple of Aaron 

Sisterhood, ASAP to Marcia Taple, 1833 Eagle Ridge Dr. #4, Mendota Heights, MN 

55118 ($18/adults; $8/children 12 and under). Linda Eisenstadt will be recognized 

for needle pointing a new torah cover and tie in honor of our 100th anniversary. The  

design was created by Judy Freeman and inspired by Rabbi Raskas and will be  

dedicated during Friday night Services. In need of a vegetarian meal or a ride, call 

Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030. Still interested in participating? Call Lori Marks for 

the Friday Service (651-690-2945); Sue Schwartz for the Saturday Service (651-451-

2188). As part of Sisterhood Shabbat, a Saturday Lunch and Learn will be held on the 

topic of ñ Do women believe in God differently from men? RSVP to Sue Schwartz 

ASAP. Join your Sisterhood family in this warm, annual tradition.  

*       *       *       *  

Annual Sisterhood Dues/RENEW NOW! ñ Help us save money on mailings by getting 

our renewal check in the mail today. Thanks so much to those who have renewed; we 

truly appreciate your involvement in Sisterhood. Membership is required prior to  

participating in any of our wonderful programs. Donõt miss out on the fun - get your 

payment taken care of and send it to Linda Eisenstadt, 1077 Sibley Memorial Hwy. 

#400, Lilydale, MN 55118. Not a member yet? We are always looking for new  

members. Call Membership Vice President Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.  

*       *       *       *  

Knitting Club ñ This group meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Temple Library. All levels are encouraged to come to chat and learn. Bring your own 

needles and yarn. Feel free to come and crochet if that is your preference. What a 

great way to warm up our fall and winter evenings once a month. Questions, call  

Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.  

*       *       *       *  

Special Occasion in your future? Building Fund Cards are always available for all  

occasions. Using these multi-purpose cards directly benefits our beautiful building 

and they are only a phone call away. NO shopping, no driving to the post office, no 

hassle. Questions, call Sis Goren at 651-686-0425. 

*       *       *       *  

Regional Conference of Womenõs League for Conservative Judaism ñ May 15-17, 

2011 - sponsored by Temple of Aaron. This yearõs theme: òCelebrating Community: 

Woman to Woman.ó Marcia Taple (651-688-3030) and Barbara Gitlin (651-454-

7908) are the local conference chairs. Contact them with any program ideas. Inter-

ested in volunteering for this event? Call our chairs. We will be sponsoring a hospital-

ity suite at the airport Hilton and will be responsible in a variety of ways for making 

this event run smoothly - GET INVOLVED!! Watch for more info to come. 

*       *       *       *  

Hanukkah items are now available in the Sisterhood Giftshop. Come check out the 

selection of books, candles, menorahs, dreidls and more. The Giftshop now has items 

from Michael Aram for purchase! Call the Giftshop for more info at 651-699-9192.  

*       *       *       *  

Watch for your letter from Torah Fund; it should be coming soon. 

*       *       *       *  

Food Shelf ñ Thanks to Maitzie Miller for her many, many years of dedicated service 

to the Sisterhood Food Shelf and to Lorraine Hertz for her work as Treasurer of the 

Food Shelf. Our new Food Shelf Chair is Harriet Levy. If you are interested in making 

monetary donations to this very important program, send your check, payable to  

Temple of Aaron Foodshelf, to Harriet at 1826 Merlot Curve, Eagan, MN 55122.  

 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

 

New Tallitot 

Yads 

Giftware & Judaica 
 

Shop Early - Shop Often! 

We Gift Wrap! 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

& Bridal Registry 
 

We now carry 
Michael Aram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Canõt Think of What to Buy?  

We Offer Gift Cards! 
 

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Support Your Synagogue 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9:00 - Noon 

Tuesday 10:00 - 2:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 1:00 

and 6:00 - 8:00  
 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030 

Donations of food can always be 

dropped off at the Temple and placed in 

the cart in the coat room. Any questions, 

call Harriet at 651-454-6829.  

*       *       *       *  

Book Club ñ Dec. 19, 10 a.m. at The 

Highland Café and Bakery in Highland 

Park, the Sisterhood Book Club will be 

discussing Red Sea. Questions, call 

Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658) or Anna 

Specktor (651-454-4612). 
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Any celebration with family and 

friends is a happy occasion, but a 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah is a monumental 

milestone.   
 

Let SpringHill Suites by Marriott-

Eagan take care of your guests as 

they come together in honor of this 

special day in your childõs life. 
 

Convenient location, spacious suites, 

an indoor pool and whirlpool, large 

deck overlooking scenic Fish Lake 

and complimentary hot breakfast 

buffet are some of our amenities.   
 

Call for more details about our Bar 

and Bat Mitzvah package and low 

group rates. 
 

Melissa Gepp 651-365-4902  

Left to right: Linda Eisenstadt and Judy Freeman.  

Synagogues Rely On  

Volunteerism, Creativity  

and Financial Donations  
Clergy and staff greatly appreciate 

members who volunteer in numerous 

areas of synagogue life. Volunteerism 

provides great energy, wonderful crea-

tivity, positive results and limits ex-

penses at the synagogue. Treasurer Sue 

Rosner commented that our financial 

foundation looks to dues, Life everlast-

ing dues, tuition, purchase of memorial 

plaques, purchase of dedicated sanctu-

ary seats displayed in Capp Lounge, and 

endowment interest income. President 

Michael Saxon shared the fact that 

dedicated volunteers, involved clergy, 

experienced staff, and reliable lay lead-

ers have paved the way for operating a 

frugal break-even synagogue budget for 

over 20 consecutive years. Please note 

time remains in 2010 to support our 

High Holyday Appeal, our Security Fund, 

our United Synagogue Dues, and our 

Passover Fund. These four areas pro-

vide needed funds each and every year 

to make the synagogue more affordable 

for people of all ages. Our clergy and 

Board of Directors thank you for invest-

ing hours at the synagogue and making 

financial donations so we can provide 

multiple services and programs through-

out the year. 

Stephanie OõBrien Bnai  

Mitzvah Endowment Fund  

Created By Her Family  
 

Husband Matt OõBrien is pleased to  

announce her family has created a new 

endowment fund in memory of his wife 

who died in June 2008.  
 

Stephanie was a person who saw things 

in a unique way. She used her high intel-

lect, great sense of humor, love of cats 

and dogs and her love for God to make 

the world a better place. Stephanie grew 

up in Superior, Wisconsin and was very 

close with her father Joseph Pitchard 

and shared a love of books. She at-

tended UW-Superior, earned a B.A.  

degree from Metro State and an Out-

standing Student Award in 1994, 

earned her Master's Degree in Theology 

and served as the Jewish Chaplain at 

Regions Hospital. Married for 26 years, 

she collected books, traveled to Israel, 

loved being Jewish and enjoyed helping 

other people. The serious illness 

brought her life to an early end at age 

51.  
 

Stephanie often led services at Temple 

of Aaron and participated in an adult 

bõnot mitzvah ceremony in 1996 with 

five adult women. The family is honoring 

her love of people and Judaism by creat-

ing an endowment to make the tutoring 

and study material fees more affordable 

for all member adults. They are also 

creating a adult bar/bat mitzvah re-

stricted fund to which other people can 

contribute in memory of Stephanie to 

further assist adults with tutoring/ study 

material fees for this major milestone.  
 

The synagogue is very appreciative for 

the family's caring gift truly capturing 

the essence of Stephanie's love of Juda-

ism and helping other adults experience 

its beauty through the studying process 

for an individual adult bar/bat mitzvah. 

May her memory continue for genera-

tions to come.  

Stretch Your Food Shelf  

Donation  
Food shelves can stretch your $10 do-

nation further than donations of food 

because of their access to discount 

products and programs. Feed more Min-

nesota families. Donate to our food 

shelf. A cash donation also gives the 

food shelf more flexibility to acquire 

perishable items like fresh produce, 

meat and dairy products. 

Torah Tie Beauty at Hanukah with Judy Freeman & Linda Eisenstadt  
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Kurnows Advance Progress on New  

Centennial Cantor Chair Endowment  
We are proud to announce Max and 

Jeanette Kurnow have made a pledge to 

our new endowment fund. 
 

Centennial Fundraising Chair Marilyn 

Smith complimented the Kurnows on 

their willingness over the years to 

strengthen the 

synagogue and 

the broader 

Jewish commu-

nity in so many 

ways. Sustain-

ing tradition is 

a hallmark of 

Judaism.  

President  

Michael Saxon 

reinforced the 

value of the gift 

and said, 

òPlanning for 

the future of 

our youngest 

generation by 

creating a can-

torial chair is a 

marvelous step.ó  
 

Cantor Kowitz has provided dedicated 

service to our community for over twenty 

years. One distinctive feature is his time 

commitment to train bar/bat mitzvah 

students one-on-one for 7 to 11 months. 

Max and Jeanette expressed great  

admiration for the work done by Cantor 

Kowitz and for the strong foundation 

built by the synagogue.  
 

The Kurnows are honoring family and 

community by supporting this new can-

torial endowment with the hope that the 

Temple of Aaron will continue challeng-

ing and supporting young students as 

they approach the bar/bat mitzvah  

lifecycle event. Married for 69 years  

with a history going back to Rabbi  

Herman Cohen at the Ashland and 

Grotto location, they have supported 

numerous building funds, endowed a 

grade in our school, upgraded our sound 

system, helped with office technology, 

provided funds for creative programs, 

and helped with the renovation of our 

new South Wing building when Talmud 

Torah built a beautiful new Highland 

Park facility. 

Their newest 

investment is a 

great compli-

ment to the 

special  

program  

design that 

Temple of 

Aaron has with 

its allocation of 

clergy time.  
 

Past President 

Nancy Lane 

shared that 

Max and 

Jeanette have 

worked to 

avoid the spot-

light over the 

years. In their hearts, they feel very  

fortunate to help others and expressed 

great satisfaction in following the lead of 

families who have stepped forward to 

lead this Centennial endowment project. 

Our Jewish future has always revolved 

around our children. American society is 

rapidly evolving. Our challenge is to  

provide quality programs to attract,  

retain and impact our children, while 

building a strong financial foundation.  
 

We will continue contacting members 

about this promising opportunity.  

You can make a gift now by contacting 

Marilyn Smith or Executive Director Ken 

Agranoff through the office. Our future  

is bright and your financial support  

following the lead of Max and Jeanette 

will shine a distinctive light on Temple  

of Aaron. 

New Historical Feature On 

Website    
We have placed the 5771/2010 Yom 

Kippur speech of President Michael 

Saxon on our website. We are starting 

this new tradition so people can read 

the details. This addition is a wonderful 

option for those members who could 

not attend the service. Also, this website 

feature will provide an excellent histori-

cal overview as we annually add future 

speeches. 

Most Members Periodically 

Use Daily Minyan  
Most of us attend minyan at some point 

throughout the year. All of us need to 

work harder and smarter to help form a 

minyan. Observing a yahrzeit, please 

call family and friends to help form a 

minyan. Observing sheloshim, please 

call family and friends to help form a 

minyan.  
 

The synagogue provides a knowledge-

able service leader, mails over 7,000 

yahrzeit reminders, and provides a 

beautiful temperature controlled  

Leifman Chapel. We need each member 

to take a greater sense of ownership so 

there is a minyan when we want to  

attend.  
 

Please look at your schedule and select 

one service per month every month. We 

greatly appreciate that monthly service 

commitment which will help form a  

minyan  for another family who has  

experienced a recent death. Your 

monthly commitment will also help  

form a minyan for any member who 

chooses to attend for whatever reason. 
 

People make the minyan so please 

make a commitment to help others and 

yourself. We welcome all specific ideas 

to help make a minyan twice a day, 

every day. We are also seeking volun-

teers to make reminder calls from their 

home to yahrzeit observers. 

Spring Fundraiser  

at Noodles 
 

Look for more details as we capital-

ize on the success from the previ-

ous student fundraiser at Noodles.  
 

We will finalize a new spring date 

for members and  your friends.  

We Are Providing Online Giving Option  
Our new online giving feature with Pay Pal should be operational by Dec. 1, 2010. If a 

glitch or two faces us, we will be ready by January 1, 2011. You will now be able to 

make a donation at your convenience to a fund category. We will send a card to the 

desired person.  
 

Please note you already have the confidential option to telephone Business Manager 

Shelley Diamond and make a donation on your credit card.  

Please try our new option and share your feedback. 
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Hanukah Miracles  
The most commonly mentioned miracle 

surrounds a cruse of oil. Idolators  

entered the sanctuary, but ultimately 

were defeated. 

 

The Jews found only a single flask of oil, 

which would normally last only one day; 

however, the single flask of oil contin-

ued to burn for eight days. 

 

Also, consider the military miracle of the 

Maccabees, who battled for religious 

freedom against a much larger, stronger 

foe. Their fight was a fight for Jewish 

survival.  

 

For many, Hanukah symbolizes the fight 

against totalitarianism, so Hanukah 

represents liberty and freedom. 

 

Some believe the lesson of Hanukah is 

to clarify the only effective response to 

oppression: to defend and battle for key 

principles and values that oppression 

tries to suppress. 

Hanukah is a wonderful holiday and our celebration must include more than just the 

custom of giving gifts. Decorating the home with Hanukah symbols increases the  

holiday spirit. The most important part of the holiday is lighting of the Hanukah  

candles.  
 

Everyone is obligated to light the candles. If possible, there should be a hanukiyah 

(menorah) for every member of the family. A hanukiyah is easy to make and using a 

home-made one can enhance the joy of the holiday.  
 

Home Service  
1. Place the candles in the hanukiyah as shown in the 

diagram. The number of candles should equal the 

number of the night of Hanukah, plus one for the 

Shammash. When the candles are lit, the highest  

number candle is lit first. The Shammash (S) is lit nightly to light the other candles.  

Note: On Friday night, light the Hanukah candles before the Shabbat candles.  

On Saturday night, light them after Havdalah.  
 

2. Place the hanukiyah near a window so people can see the lights. The purpose of 

lighting the candles is pirsuma dõnisa, to publicize the miracle of Hanukah.  
 

3. After lighting the Shammash 

and before lighting the other 

candles, say the following 

brakhot:  
 

Barukh ata Adonai elohenu melekh haõolam, asher kideshanu bemitzõ-votav 

veõtzivanu lehadlik ner shel hanukah.  
 

Praised are You, Adonai our God, Master of time and space, who has sanctified us 

with His Commandments and commanded us to light the Hanukah lights.  
 

Barukh ata adonai elohenu melekh 

haõolam, she-asah nissim 

laõavoteinu baõyamim haõheim 

uõvazman hazeh.  

Praised are You, Lord our God, Master of time and space, who accomplished miracles 

for our ancestors in ancient days, and in our time.  
 

On the first night only, the following is added:  

 

Barukh ata adonai elohenu melekh haõolam, 

shehehiyanu veõkiyemanu veõhigõianu lazeman hazeh.  
 

Praised are You, Lord our God, Master of time and space, who has kept us alive,  

sustained us and enabled us to reach this day.  
 

4. After lighting the candles, recite the following:  

We kindle these lights to recall the great and wonderful deeds done by You, Lord our 

God, through the Maccabees. May their light remind us to look to You, source of our 

help. We remember those who came before us who made every sacrifice to keep the 

light of Your truth burning brightly. May we and our children be inspired by their exam-

ple so that Israel may continue to be a light to the world in the ways of righteousness 

and truth. Amen.  
 

5. All join in singing Maõoz Tzur.  
 

Maõoz tzur yeõshuaõti lekha naõeh  

leõshabay-ah. Tikon bate tefilati veõsham 

todah nizaõbay-eah. Leõate takhin  

matõbay-ah me-tzor haõminaõbeyah. Az eg-

mor be-shir mizmor hanukkat ha-mizbeõah.  
 

Other Notes  

Tefillin are donned during Hanukah, except Shahbat, of course. They are worn for the 

entire morning service. A special paragraph is added to Birkat HaMazon, as noted, on 

the holiday.  

Basic Steps for Hanukah Home Service  

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651 -698-8874  
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst   107 

  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst  100 

  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr  110 

  Ken Agranoff, Exec Director  106 

  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup  121 

  Susie Haim, School/Youth Asst  104 

  Joshua Fineblum, Dir of Educ  103 

  Robby Erlich, Youth Dir  115 

  School Office  112 

Get Informed With A 

Weekly Email Newsletter  

 
We email program highlights each 

week. Get timely updates by supply-

ing your email address to: 

 

kathyberg@templeofaaron.org  
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There are eight nights of Hanukah and 

eight opportunities to light candles in our 

homes.  Besides the presents, food, 

blessings and singing, it can be an 

important educational opportunity.  

Please save this page and each night, 

before you light the next candle, read the 

brief paragraph and have a discussion 

about it with someone in your household 

or a friend. 

 

As you light the Shamash - One of the 

roots of the word Hanukah is Henuk, 

education. The Talmud says the study of 

Judaism is more important than all the 

other commandments put together since 

it helps foster the rest. This Hanukah, let 

us re-dedicate ourselves to Jewish study 

through the year. May the light of this 

Shamash candle be a flame of 

enthusiasm to further explore the 

spiritual treasures of our people. 

Candle #1 - Hanukah means dedication.  

Our blessings and our prayers are in 

Hebrew; the language of our national 

homeland is Hebrew. The one language 

that the Jews have spoken over 4,000 

years has been Hebrew. Let us 

rededicate ourselves to improving our 

Hebrew this coming year...reading, 

writing, conversation. Spend a few 

minutes each day reciting prayers in 

Hebrew. Put yourself in an environment 

to speak and read Hebrew in one of the 

many community Hebrew programs. 

 

Candle #2 - The ritual of candle lighting 

is chanting blessings to God. We thank 

God for the opportunity to light candles 

and for the miracles in our history and 

in our personal lives. Let us turn to God 

regularly in prayer, as we spiritually grow 

in feeling Godõs purpose in our life. As 

we light this third candle, let us 

rededicate ourselves to regular Jewish 

prayer. Let us thank God daily for the 

blessings in our lives at home and in the 

synagogue. 

 

Candle #3 - Candle lighting is a ritual 

act. We perform it many times during 

the year. We light candles before 

Shabbat, Yom Tov, (holidays) Yahrzeit 

and when the lights go out. Judaism is 

special because our rituals reinforce our 

values. On this Hanukah third night, we 

rededicate ourselves to Jewish ritual 

practice. Add a mitzvah to our Shabbat, 

kashruth and holiday observance. 

Candle #4 - Many of the mitzvot of 

Judaism are concerned with tikun olam 

(making the world a better place). It is 

deeds of loving kindness that make the 

critical difference in our world. When we 

light our candle on this fourth night, let 

us think about how we can help the 

world become a better place. 

 

Candle #5 - The essential story of 

Hanukah is one of trying to drive the 

oppressors of the Jewish people from 

our ancient home land. The victory of 

the Maccabees was only the second 

time in history that the Jewish people 

had sovereignty over the land of Israel. 

After they lost it, the next time was 50 

years ago when the State of Israel was 

established. As we light candles on the 

fifth night, let us think about our love 

and attachment to Medinat Yisrael - The 

State of Israel. 

 

Candle #6 - One of the central rituals 

and celebrations on Hanukah is the 

giving of gifts to friends and family. As 

we do so, we need to think about the 

need to give to others who are not so 

fortunate. Tzedakah is a fundamental 

commandment in Judaism. Let us reach 

beyond ourselves, and share what we 

have with the needy. As we light candles 

on this night, let us also contribute 

Tzedakah to our favorite cause. 

 

Candle #7 - Hanukah is a quintessential 

family holiday. It is a time to reflect on 

our Jewish ancestry as well as our 

current Jewish community. We reflect in 

the lights of the candles with our 

mishpacha and friends and pray for 

their health and welfare. 

 

Candle #8 - On this final night of 

Hanukah, we understand that Hanukah 

was essentially a holiday to rededicate 

the ancient synagogue. The synagogue 

has been the key institution in Jewish 

history of 2500 years. Every study of 

Jewish identity indicates the synagogue 

is the key player in determining 

commitment to the Jewish community.  

As we celebrate this holiday of the 

rededication of the original Temple, let 

us consider the crucial role our 

synagogue holds in the Jewish 

community. Let us rededicate ourselves 

to get more involved in our synagogue. 

Hanukah 

 

Help Those Who Help Others:  
 

 

FOOD SHELF 
Stretch your donation of cash by  

enabling our food shelf to access  

discount products and programs.  

Chair Harriet Levy will mail  

donation cards. 

 
ñ 

 

HIGH HOLYDAY APPEAL 
This annual mitzvah provides money to help pay dues 

for those members experiencing a job loss  

or major medical condition. 
 

ñ 
 

USCJ 
United Synagogue is our national association for nearly  

650 synagogues throughout North America, focusing on  

youth programs and training future lay leaders.  

Your annual support is greatly needed. 



Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 

Donõs parents Ben and Sophie 

Frishberg joined the Temple of Aaron in 

the early 1930s when Don was two 

years old. His parents were active at the 

Temple, being a part of the board and 

the womenõs league.  

 

This set the standard for Don to also be 

active. He had his Bar Mitzvah in 1940 

at the Temple of Aaron on Grotto and 

Ashland. He remembers Rabbi Cohen 

and Cantor Goldberg officiating the ser-

vice. Don recently had a second Bar 

Mitzvah earlier this summer.  

 

Don was married to his first wife Serene 

Braufman in 1950. They have three 

children, Ben, Bill and Tom. Sadly,  

Serene had died in a car accident in 

1970.  

 

In early 1973, he met Marjorie Wolkoff 

and her children, Julie, Richard and  

Barbara. Don and Marjorie were  

married later in that year. They were 

married by Rabbi Raskas and Rabbi 

Shapiro.  

 

During the 1940s, Don was active in 

Boy Scouts Troop #55. In the 1960s  

he succeeded Earl Freeman as  

Scoutmaster.  

 

Don served on the Temple board for a 

number of years when Sandy Brody was 

president and again was Chairman of 

the Ritual Committee when Alan Free-

man was President. He also conducted 

tours.  

 

As Don puts it òI have been referred to 

as a regular (about 40 years) at Satur-

day morning services and was a part of 

a group of guys known as The Back Row 

Boys.ó  

 

Don is very proud of his six children and 

four grandchildren. He looks forward to 

many more years being a part of the 

Saturday morning congregation.  
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Don Frishberg 

We Need Your Vote In March 2011 For Bylaws Updating  

At Temple of Aaron, we operate as a nonprofit corporation  

under Minnesota law. Our Bylaws are the rules by which we 

govern ourselves as an organization.  

 

The last comprehensive review and restatement of the  

Bylaws for our synagogue occurred in 1984. An organizationõs 

Bylaws are not something you want to revisit all the time,  

because they have the force of law, are a very public  

document and should stand the test of time. Nonetheless, 

organizations change, the environment changes, and rules of 

governance should reflect current practice and needs.   

 

On October 19, 2010, the Board of Directors of Temple of 

Aaron completed a comprehensive review and restatement of 

the synagogueõs Bylaws and voted to call a membership 

meeting to approve the restatement. The Boardõs 

recommendation is the culmination of a two year process led 

by the Governance Committee and involving considerable 

research, Board and member input, debate and wordsmithing 

over issues of  

Membership, Board size and composition, officers and  

effective governance. 

 

The objective of this Bylaws restatement is to: 

 

¶ Modernize our rules of governance, but also preserve and 

reflect our heritage  

¶ Simplify and clarify rules and processes to make 

governance easier and more understandable for members 

and Board alike  

¶ Not be overly legalistic or prescriptive unless necessary to 

comply with a legal mandate or to avoid liability  

¶ Eliminate practices or requirements that we donõt and wonõt 
follow or that create unnecessary or unreasonable 

obligations or burdens  

¶ Be more inclusive and trusting  

¶ Continue what works, but codify such longstanding practice 

in understandable terms  

 

The proposed changes require membership approval. We will 

hold a meeting in March 2011 to obtain approval by the  

membership of the Restated Bylaws. The Board will provide 

advance notice of the meeting and a proxy process to submit 

votes òabsentee.ó Watch for more details and the official 

meeting notice in future editions of the Aaronian and through 

the synagogueõs other communication media. 

 

For more information, consult with President Michael Saxon, 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff, and/or members of the 

Governance Committee ñ Chair Rhonda Schwartz, Alan 

Bernick, Mark Adelman, Cheryl Bier, Nathan Maki, Julie 

Sanders, and Andrew Katz. Special thanks to Member Barry 

Gersick, who conducted a legal review of the proposed 

Bylaws. You can review the proposed Bylaws, current Bylaws 

and form of proxy required to vote in advance on the website 

or contact the office for copies. 



Social Justice - A Volunteer Committee 
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òYou see right there? Thatõs my home right now.ó  

 

I thought the man was pointing to a house across the street 

from the park building where about 20 of us had just finished 

our meeting at the West Minnehaha Recreation Center. But he 

was pointing to his old white pick-up truck with a Marineõs 

òSemper Fió bumper sticker. He had lost his home to foreclo-

sure recently. òAfter what I gave to this country, I canõt believe 

they would let this happen to me,ó he said, tearing up, then got 

into his truck/home and turned onto Minnehaha Avenue, 

heading towards Dale. 
 

According to Ramsey County statistics, there were 1,824 fore-

closures in St Paul in 2009, 

and 1,428 by the end of 

September 2010. 
 

Temple of Aaron member 

Howard Goldman was one 

of the participants at the 

meeting of the new St Paul 

Fair Lending Coalition 

(SPFLC) launched with sup-

port from Jewish Commu-

nity Action (JCA). òThe fore-

closure crisis is playing out 

right here in St. Paul. The 

Foreclosure Prevention 

Committee may be the last 

hope for many homeown-

ers. We are off to a good 

start, but we have a lot of work to do,ó said Howard. Temple of 

Aaron members will have opportunities to work with Frogtown 

residents on several projects: 
 

¶ Teams of volunteers will visit struggling homeowners door-to

-door with information about free resources to prevent fore-

closures and to know their rights as tenants. 

¶ Volunteers may participate in negotiation meetings with 

bank representatives to urge them to commit to more loan 

modifications, a more efficient and transparent process for 

homeowners, and other kinds of support for hard-hit com-

munities. 

¶ Volunteers can write letters and make calls to lenders on 

behalf of homeowners facing foreclosure. 

¶ There will be some legislative advocacy opportunities, locally 

and nationally, around fair lending issues. 
 

Through this project, we 

also have an opportunity to 

make progress rebuilding 

ties between the Jewish 

and African American com-

munities, and to establish 

new ties with the Hmong 

community in St Paul. 

Plans are underway to or-

ganize a Shabbat dinner to 

bring Temple of Aaron 

members and residents 

from the St Paul coalition 

together in January. For 

more information on this 

project, please contact 

David Snyder

(david@jewishcommunityaction.org) or Vic Rosenthal 

(vic@jewishcommunityaction,org) 

A Message from Rabbi Alan Shavit -Lonstein  
As our tradition explores proper Jewish behavior, there is an un-

usual shift of focus when it comes to how we are to help the 

needy in the community. We learn that we are not to focus only 

on Jews, but to help everyone. While it is generally true that we 

are to help those closest to us (family and friends), then others in 

the community, it is different when it comes to the basics of life. 

We must be concerned as Jews that everyone in our community 

has the basics of life. A civilized society must help make it possi-

ble for each and every person to have a safe, reliable place to 

live. This is the central meaning of Shalom Bayit; not just òPeace 

in the Home,ó but also a Home in which to find peace.  
 

 ñ Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

Temple of Aaron members and Jewish Community Action help launch coalition to stop  

foreclosures and evictions in Saint Paul  

Temple of Aaron members attended the Gubernatorial Debate at Mount Zion 

Temple, prior to the election. As of this date, the debate  

continues as to who will fill the office. 


