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Come see the Temple of Aaron version of òGuys and Dollsó!   

This show has it allé even a surprise ending! Our cast of 30  

7th-12th graders have been hard at work every week with Aaron 

Liebo, our play director, Michelle Perle, our choreographer, and 

Will Bryan, our Music Director. Some of our cast even took salsa 

dancing lessons!   
 

Marvel at the sets! Be dazzled by the costumes! And prepare to 

be blown away by the best musical youõve experienced this year! 

 

THANK YOU ! 
to our committee chairs  
for volunteering their time and talents.  

If you have any questions, please contact:  

Roz: rsegal@umn.edu    

Nancy: nancyperle@yahoo.com    

Polly: pmsax@aol.com  

  

Overall Co-Chairs:  

Roz Segal: Tickets, Videographer,  

                  Cast Party, Concessions  

Nancy Perle: Adbook  

Polly Saxon: Sets, Costumes, Props,  

                     Make-up  

  

Individual Committee Chairs:  

AD BOOK - Lois Bloomberg, Cheryl Bier 

PROMOTIONS - 

TICKETS - Lisa Lane, Lisa Bernick 

PROPS - Loren Taple 

COSTUMES - Margie Schneider 

SETS - Jim Strohm, Terry Zien (and William) 

MAKE UP - Margie Schneider 

VIDEOGRAPHER - 

CAST PARTY - Rick Weinberger, Robin Abel 

CONCESSIONS - Lisa Lerman,  

                           Bart Schneider 

FLOWERS - Bernie Schneider 

Comedy, Romance and Intrigueé     

Dancing Girls, Gamblers and Missionaries...  

CAST MEMBERS 
  

GUYS:  

Nathan Detroit ñ Ben Saxon  

Sky Masterson ñ Ben Hemingway  

Nicely Nicely Johnson ñ  

                             Jeanne Bloomberg  

Benny Southwest ñ Gilad Segal  

Rusty Charlie ñ Ezra Strohm  

Arvide Abernathy ñ Max Weinberger  

Lt. Brannigan ñ Isaac Specktor 
 

Gamblers:  

Harry the Horse ñ Matt Bernick  

Big Jule ñ Joe Lane  

Angie the Ox ñ Evan Weil  

Bobby the Boar ñ Sydney Roston  

Tommy the Tiger ñ Hannah Gilberstadt  

Saul the Salamander ñ Rachel Lerman  

Ryan the Wrench ñ Evana Kvasnick  

Hank the Hammer ñ Shelly Kowitz  

Donõt miss our Play Preview during the Friday night service  

on January 22! And, what better way to spend a chilly  

February afternoon than to grab your friends and family  

and see a play! Show your support for our great cast on  

Thursday, Feb. 4 at 7 pm, Saturday, Feb 6 at 7pm, and  

Sunday, Feb 7 at 12:30pm. 
 

Youõve never seen òGuys and Dollsó until youõve seen it  

the Temple of Aaron way! 

Rick the Ratchet ñ Emmy Saxon  

Jerry the Juggler ñ Jacob Abel  
  

DOLLS:  

Sarah Brown ñ Bayley Taple  

Miss Adelaide ñ Ellie Schneider  

General Matilda Cartwright ñ  

                            Taylor Werthauser  
 

Mission Band:  

Agatha ñ Rachel Feinstein 

Martha ñ Ellie Berg  

Hot Box Girls:  

Mimi ñ Lauren Oskey  

Fergie ñ Danielle Perle  

Verna ñ Jessie Lerman  

Suzette ñ Natalie Baldinger  

Jocelyn ñ Hannah Saltzman  

Betty ñ Miri Taple  

Juliet ñ Maya Strohm  

Rochelle ñ Jamie Oskey  
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Hazak has four events planned for spring 

and summer! Please pay close attention 

to deadlines. RSVP for either event to 

Margie Schneider, 651-698-4358,  

7381jbs@comcast.net, or 1837 Eleanor 

Ave., St. Paul, 55116 
 

MINNESOTA JEWISH THEATRE  

WOMENõS MINYAN by Naomi Ragen 

This is the longest-running play ever pre-

sented at the Israeli National Theatre. It 

is based upon a true story of domestic 

abuse in an ultra-religious Israeli commu-

nity.  Chana hasnõt seen her 12 children 

since a divorce decree gave custody of 

them to her husband. When she is finally 

able to do so, relatives deny her this 

right. She has no choice but to reveal the 

secrets of her marriage now to them. 

Date:  Saturday, April 17, 2010 

Time:  8:00 P.M. 

Place:  Hillcrest Theater, 1978 Ford 

Pkwy, St. Paul 

Cost:  $21.00 

RSVP:  by March 17 
 

THE HISTORY OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

IN THE TWIN CITIES 

This program will be sponsored jointly by 

the Centennial Committee and Hazak. It 

will be a part of the centennial activities 

of that day, which happens to be the holi-

day of Lag BõOmer, focusing on the posi-

tive value that the Jewish people place 

on study, learning and reading. Our 

speaker is Dr. John Anfinson, a Historian 

with the Mississippi National River & Rec-

reation Association. He will relay the his-

tory of the river as it appeared to the 

early explores and before the lock and 

dam system was installed by the Corp of 

Engineers. 

Date:  Sunday, May 2, 2010 

Time:  1:00 P.M. 

Place:  Temple of Aaron, Stein Hall 

Cost:   $3.00 to cover snacks /beverages 

RSVP:  by April 30, 2010 
 

Future Events:   

ñ Potluck and garden tour June 6 at 

        Mary and Bill Lermanõs 

ñ Minnesota Centennial Showboat in  

        July, TBD 

UPCOMING HAZAK EVENTS 

 

The Menõs club has had some successful 

events recently we would like to share 

with you.  
 

On November 21, 35 people participated 

in a wonderful evening of singing around 

the camp fires and eating õsmores.  
 

We want to publicly thank the following 

Menõs Club latke flippers from the Hanu-

kah party: 
 

Sherman Lovejoy  

Jeff Stine  

Hugh Gitlin  

Neil Gitlin  

Harlan Stern  

John Bordeaux  

Jay Baldinger  

Manson Lambright  

George Bier  

Howard Silvers  

Terry Zien  
 

In addition, the Menõs Club has some 

meaningful and exciting activities 

planned for the next few months. 
  

World-wide tefillin wrap will be on  

Sunday February 7, 2010, just before 

minyan in Leifman Chapel at 8:30AM. 

Beginners and experienced tefillin wear-

ers are all welcome. 
  

The Menõs Club annual super bowl party 

will be February 7 at 5PM in the Fink 

Youth Lounge. We will have a giant televi-

sion screen in high definition to bring you 

vividly close to the action. Please come 

and join us for tasty grilled food, snacks, 

beverages and fun. Fees will be posted 

at the door. We might even be cheering 

on our very own Vikings,  
 

 

Annual Menõs Club Shabbat  

For the last several years our members 

have participated in the national Menõs 

Club Shabbat weekend. I want to encour-

age each of you to experience this ex-

traordinary event for yourself the week-

end of April 9, 2010. Each of will take a 

turn leading a portion of the weekend 

services.  
 

Joining 

 I would summarize the Menõs Club main 

goal as having fun while contributing in a 

very positive way to the social life of the 

Temple community. We can't do this with-

out your help, both as an active member 

and financially. Please join us!  
 

BõShalom,  

Terry Zien  

March 30, 2010 is Second  

Seder at Temple of Aaron  
 

Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein and Cantor 

Kowitz will again lead an authentic 

participatory seder in our Stein Hall. 

Kitchen Supervisor Svetlana Kazis-

tova will prepare a delicious feast to 

help us celebrate this meaningful 

holiday steeped in tradition.  
 

Please note you can arrange group 

seating and/or have a vegetarian 

meal. We welcome members and 

non-members for the second seder. 

Please mail in your reservation check 

immediately so we have sufficient 

food and serving staff. The fee is $36 

for members, $39 for non members 

and $18 for children under 13. 

Free Purim Seudah 
Saturday, February 27, 2010  

at 6:15 p.m.  followed by 

Megillah Reading 
In Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 
Purim Seudah is endowed by Nancy 

Berkley in memory of her parents  

Dorothy and Charles Margolis, and by 

Marcia and Herbert Bernick in honor of 

their children and grandchildren.  

Purim groggers are endowed by Joanna 

& Michael Volk, and Sheryl & Wesley 

Schochet in honor of Lois & Larry  

Schochet. Purim Booklet is underwritten 

by Marion & E. Gary Klein and Burneice 

& Bill Goldetsky in memory of Isador & 

Bessie Goldetsky.  

PURIM CARNIVAL 
Sunday, February 28, 2010 

10:00 a.m. ñ 1:00 p.m. 
Carnival Food is Underwritten by  

Janie & David Berg 

Menõs Club Builds Community  
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Cantorõs Column 

Traditionally, February is Jewish music 

month. One of the reasons that it is so, 

is because traditionally the torah read-

ing of Beshallach is normally read. This 

year that torah reading happens on 

January 30. It is also called Shabbat 

Shirah from the root word to sing.   

 

In the last 20 years, composers like  

Michael Isaakson, Debbie Friedman, 

Craig Taubman, and more have  

produced several works for choir and 

congregational singing. Since my arrival 

here in 1988, I have written over 20 

compositions for congregational singing 

and our choir. The newest composition 

100 Years celebrates our centennial 

anniversary. In the prayer book on page 

102 at morning services, we chant the 

Oz Yashir. It is a beautiful rendition of 

how God helped the Israelite people 

when pharaohõs chariots were marching 

upon them after their exodus from 

Egypt.  It also contains the popular 

prayer Mi Chmocha which translates 

òWho Is Like You Adonai.ó   

 

We are very creative people. We have 

had to be. On one hand, we have had to 

be creative to survive for all of these 

years. In another way, we as Jews, are 

always searching for new creative ways 

to pray and to show our devotion to 

God. As we begin a new year of 2010, 

let us all rejoice in our creativity for our 

own self-expression from children to 

adults.  Let us realize that we are given 

a precious legacy. So the next time you 

are in the Temple, sing with all of your 

heart or offer a prayer of your own per-

sonal choice. We have so much to be 

thankful for and we all should strive to 

be creative in thanking God for what we 

have. 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Expressing Our Devotion in Our Creativity  

 

FEBRUARY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 35 Etta & Manson Lambright 

 45 Raisa Kurinskaya & Lev Kurinskiy 

 51 Ruth Ann & Richard Schumeister 

 52 Ludmila & Michail Vizelman 

 54 Shirley & Harold Schenker 

 56 Barbara & Ron Harris 

 57 Harriet & Miles Lane 

 60 Rossy & Richard Shaller 

 60 Sarah & Joe Eliezer  

We are thrilled 

to announce 

D e a n  a n d 

Marilyn Green-

berg have made 

a pledge to our 

new endow-

ment fund. 

 

Centennial Fundraising Chair Marilyn 

Smith complimented the Greenbergs on 

their willingness over the years to 

strengthen the synagogue and broader 

community in so many ways. Sustaining 

tradition is a hallmark of Judaism. Presi-

dent Nancy Lane reinforced the value of 

the gift because planning for the future 

of our youngest generation by creating a 

cantorial chair is a marvelous step.  

 

Cantor Kowitz has provided dedicated 

service to our community for over 

twenty years. One distinctive feature is 

his time commitment to train bar/bat 

mitzvah students one on one for 7 to 11 

months. The Greenbergõs granddaugh-

ter Rachel recently celebrated her bat 

mitzvah. They expressed great admira-

tion for the work done by Cantor Kowitz 

and for the strong foundation built by 

the St. Paul Talmud Torah Day School.  

 

The Greenbergs are honoring their chil-

dren and grandchildren by supporting 

this new cantorial endowment with the 

hope that the Temple of Aaron will con-

tinue challenging and supporting young 

students as they approach the bar/bat 

mitzvah lifecycle event. Their invest-

ment is a great compliment to the spe-

cial program design that the synagogue 

has with its allocation of clergy time. 

 

Dean and Marilyn expressed great satis-

faction in following the lead of Marty & 

Esther Capp with this Centennial pro-

ject. Our Jewish future has always re-

volved around our children. American 

society is rapidly evolving. Our challenge 

is to provide quality programs to attract, 

retain and impact our children, while 

building a strong financial foundation. 

 

We will continue contacting members 

about this promising opportunity. You 

can make a gift now by contacting 

Marilyn Smith or Executive Director Ken 

Agranoff through the office. Our future 

is bright and your financial support fol-

lowing the lead of Dean and Marilyn 

Greenberg will shine a distinctive light 

on Temple of Aaron.                    

Greenberg Family Steps Forward for  

New Centennial Cantorial Chair Endowment  

Annual Torah Fund  

Needs You  
 

The Annual Torah Fund Sisterhood 

Campaign supports Rabbinical stu-

dents all over the Conservative 

world. Please make a gift between 

$18 and $180 to help strengthen 

the quality of our lives as Conserva-

tive Jews. You can mail your check 

to Chair Julienne Applebaum at 

2265 Youngman Ave #107E, St. 

Paul 55116.  
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 Department of  Youth Services 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

Jodi Saltzman,  

Director of Youth Services 

jodisaltzman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 103 

Wendy Goodman Hemingway,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendy@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

JANUARY brought us our first snow day in 

years and Hebrew School conferences 

became phone conversations rather than 

face-to-face meeting and we look forward 

to Spring conferences. GUYS AND DOLLS 

occupied most of the Youth Department 

and we are looking forward to opening 

night (February 4th). We once again en-

joyed the Metropolitan Male Choir as well 

as the USY Play Preview Shabbat. We are 

getting ready to take our entire Primary 

Department to Sholom East which is, 

since conceiving the idea, an 8-year  

annual event. TuBõShevat fell on January 

30 which we celebrated with a fruit tast-

ing and a Seder. We are looking forward 

to Purim Festivities!!!  
 

EDUCATION IS A WONDERFUL 

INVESTMENT IN OUR FUTURE 
We have steadily strengthened the Rabbi 

Bernard S. Raskas Religious School over 

the past fifteen years, including the Rossy 

and Richard Shaller Hebrew School.  

Dedicated faculty and staff, parents and 

an active Jewish education committee 

have worked hard to improve numerous 

aspects of the studentsõ educational ex-

periences. Our students are fortunate to 

have their education enhanced by the 

generosity of our synagogue families.  
 

Tuition paid by the families of students 

covers the majority of educational costs. 

For decades, the general congregation 

has supported the educational options 

through monthly dues payments. The third 

area of financial support for our students 

is the special endowment gift. Families 

have made gifts to help pay faculty in  

numerous grade endowments as well  

as sponsor specific programs.  
 

We are grateful to these families who  

support the following grades and  

programs: Hebrew School by Rossy and 

Richard Shaller; Kindergarten by Alvin & 

Judith Brown; 1st Grade by Sherman & 

Ruth Gordon; 2nd Grade in memory of 

Father and Grandfather Sam Goldberger 

by Howard & Debbie Goldberger & Family; 

3rd Grade by Richard & Rossy Shaller;  

5th Grade in memory of his Family by  

Dr. Henry Oselka; 6th Grade by Jackie 

Bregman; 7th Grade by Angie Moore & 

James H. Moore; 9th Grade by Jack & 

Molly Handelman; Confirmation in mem-

ory of Leonora Greenberg by Dean & 

Marilyn Greenberg, Steven Greenberg, 

Robert & Ellenjoy Fields; Arts & Crafts in 

memory of Joyce Tilsen by Robert Tilsen; 

Music by Louis & Dr. Lydia Schaffer; Con-

firmation trip assistance to NYC in mem-

ory of Bradley Straus by Tony & Brenda 

Straus and a second fund by Susan & 

Alan Divine; Hamantashen baking in 

memory of Ann Sheinberg; Shabbatonim 

by Sherman & Lois Devitt; Special Speak-

ers by Nancy & Dr. Stephen Lane and 

Polly & Michael Saxon; Confirmation class 

curriculum by Paula & David Schraber.  
 

To explore special gift options, please 

contact Executive Director Ken Agranoff 

(651) 698-8874 or email at  

kenagranoff@templeofaaron.org.  
 

IMPORTANT DATES  
February  

 4 USY PLAY OPENS 

 6&7 USY PLAY  

 7 Elementary Grades go to Sholom 

12&13  Jeremy Burton Bar Mitzvah 

13&14  NO SCHOOL-PRESIDENTSõ WKND 

 20 5TH Grade Siddur Presentations 

 21 2013 Bõnai Mitzvah Call in 

 27 Megillah Reading/Seudah 

 27 USY Lock-in & get ready for Purim  

 28 PURIM CARNIVAL  

 

DR. JEFFREY WEINGARTEN  

MEMORIAL AWARD 
Jeffrey Weingarten grew up in St. Paul, the 

son of Felicia and Leon (of blessed mem-

ory) Weingarten. Jeff graduated at the top 

of his medical school class and was an 

outstanding and dedicated doctor. He was 

a devoted and conscientious Jew who 

lived according to the highest principles of 

Judaism. His combination of Judaism, 

public service and compassion serve as 

an inspiration for generations to come. 

Jeffreyõs life was cut tragically short after 

a battle with cancer. His parents estab-

lished a special award at the Temple of 

Aaron in his memory. Each year, teachers 

and staff choose one student in each 5th 

through 9th grade, who qualifies for the 

award. They must be outstanding mem-

bers of their class, showing enthusiasm, 

respect, and a love of Judaic learning.  
 

The WEINGARTEN AWARD will be given to 

chosen students at the Friday evening 

services May 14. 

 



TODAH RABAHé to Jim Berg and Lisa 

Lerman for serving as the chair people 

of the Youth Committee; to Paul Schan-

field for chairing our synagogue Camp 

Scholarship Committee; to Lisa Lane 

and Tracy Arnold for chairing our Educa-

tion Committee; and to each member 

who generously gives of their time and 

dedication by serving on these commit-

tees: Mary Andler, Lisa Bernick, Susie 

Andler, George Bier, Barb Rutzick, Paula 

Schraber, Howard Bell, David Baldinger, 

Jay Baldinger, Becca Kvasnik, Polly 

Saxon, Leslie Strohm, Chelle Miller, Neil 

Derechin, Laurie Kuretsky, Jennifer 

Krisko, Bob Kaufman, Loren Taple, 

Rosalyn Segal, Cheryl Bier, Larry Solo-

mon, Margie Solomon, Michelle Schule-

man, Faye Feinstein, Margie Schneider.  
 

FIFTH GRADE SIDDUR  

PRESENTATION: FEB. 20, 2010 
Parents gather for a morning of Amanut 

(art) with Art Director Tracey Agranoff as 

they decorate book covers for the Sid-

durim that we give the fifth graders to 

signify that they have formally begun 

their training for Bar and Bat Mitzvah.  

It is a fun morning for parents as they 

spend time with other parents, enjoying 

the camaraderie as they create their 

òMASTERPIECES!ó We culminate this 

process by the parents presenting the 

siddur with their unique cover on it dur-

ing services when the fifth grade leads 

the congregation Shaharit service. Fifth 

graders who are receiving their siddur 

are: Rachel Bloom, Alissa Chiat, Isaiah 

Clark, Aaron Cooper, Noah Dockman, 

Sam Gantman, Max Gantman, Sasha 

Gekht, Jack Geller, Josh Gilberstadt, 

Sami Gouette, Zach Greenberg, Parker 

Gustafson, Erika Kuretsky, Max Lerman, 

Leo Lerner, Hanalei Lewine, Jaclyn 

Lewine, Andrew Marrell, Henry Najilis, 

Arlo Rissman, Sarah Rutzick, Mycala 

Schneider, Naveh Shavit-Lonstein, Sadie 

Skadron, Nadia Spencer, Michala Zein, 

Andrew Zuckerman. Fifth grade teachers 

are: Lindsay Berg, Annie Bloomberg, 

Wendy Oskey.  
 

SATURDAY MORNING  

SUCCESS:  
We recently had a child in the fifth grade 

who evidently thought they would learn 

shaharit by osmosis, not by practicing at 

home with the instructional CD provided 

by the Cantor. The student fell very  

behind and it was obvious that tutoring 

of a special kind was needed! The tutors 

and this student worked very hard to 

catch up ñ and catch up they did! What 

a wonderful sound to hear the student 

shout òI did it, Momó with pride! 
 

We thank all of our great tutors and  

Sunday morning assistants! Jacob Abel, 

Samantha Agranoff, Ellie Berg, Andy 

Bernick, Elie Bier, Manny Bier, Jeanne 

Bloomberg, Abe Clark, Michael  

Feinstein, Maddie Gleekel, Rachel 

Greenberg, Rachel Haim, Laura Jopp, 

Anna Glassman-Kaufman, Tess Glass-

man-Kaufman, Michael Kowitz, Shelly 

Kowitz, Evana Kvasnik, Joe Lane, Jessi 

Lerman, Rachel Lerman, Brandon Less, 

Paulina Marrell, Lauren Oskey, Bree 

Peilen, Luke Peilen, Danielle Perle, 

Melia Rosen, Sonya Rosen, Alex  

Rosenbloom, Eli Rosenthal, Ben Saxon, 

Gilad Segal, Isaac Specktor, Elliott 

Stern, Ezra Strohm, Bayley Taple, Taylor  

Werthauser, Morgan Werthauser, Devin 

Werthauser, Elana Zien, William Zien.  

 Department of  Youth Services 

Max Goldberger and Daniel Lev 
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SPECIAL PERSONõS DAY 

Michael Gehkt with Special Person Charlie Goodman; Aidan  

Averbakh with aunt and uncle Boris and Irina Averbackh and dad 

Gennadiy and Director of Youth Services Wendy Goodman. 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

6 

Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
December 2009   Kislev-Tevet 5770 

Abelovitz, Karole & Martin 

Axelrod, Linda & Lenny 

Averbach, Rose 

Bachrach, Beth 

Barenbaum, Bettie 

Berde, Doris & family 

Besner, Rae 

Binkin, Bella & Vladimir 

Blumenfeld, Milton 

Blyakher, Sima 

Braufman, Harvey 

Diamond, Harvey 

Dreyster, Vladimir 

Drucker, Harold 

Eisenstadt, Linda & Larry 

Ettinger, Jay 

Feldman, Kayleen & Ben 

Fleyshman, Yefraym 

Flynn, John & Susan 

Gak, Feliks & Alla Vysotsky 

Geller, Rosie & Loren 

Gerr, Teddy & Family 

Getsug, Earl & Doris 

Glassman, Samuel 

Gleeman, Harriet 

Gordon, Janet 

Gordon, Frank & Cookie 

Graham, Esther 

Hirsekorn, Fred & Barbara 

Kaitz, Peggie 

Kahn, Bruce 

Kanivetsky, Rozita 

Kaplan, Bernard 

Kaplan, Suzanne 

Kaster, Barbara 

Kopilenko, Bella & Alex 

Leibman, Jack E. 

Lerman, Bill & Mary 

Margoles, June 

Marofsky, Edit 

Marvy, Bob, Florie & family 

Mastbaum, Millie 

Netzman, Steve 

Miller, Diane 

Olinova, Bella 

Peilen, Shelley, Bree  

    & Luke 

Pieser, Ben 

Prawer, Ken & Bonnie 

Rein, Mildred 

Rose, Gary 

Rosen, Bernice 

Rosen, Martin & Toby 

Rosenberg, Gail 

Rosenman, Marjorie 

Rosenthal, Goldie 

Rubenstein, Ada 

Rutman, Henry 

Rutzick, Yale 

Sadowsky, Abel 

Saeks, Gayle & Bill 

Savage, Ronald 

Schneider, Margie & Bart 

Schraber, David & Paula 

Shear, Bert 

Sigal, Jody 

Smith, Dede & David 

Smookler,  

    Dr. Richard & Diane 

Soroka, Tatyana 

Strickon, Beryl 

Suponitsky, Yekaterina 

Tilsner, William 

Ward, Hillard & Helene 

Weisberg, Ruth & Morton 

Zamansky, Nellie 

Zaretsky, Karolina 

Zats, Betty 

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651 -698-8874  
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Wendy Goodman, Dir. Yth Serv.  112 

  Wendy Hemingway, Dir. Yth Serv.  115 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv.  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst.   107 

  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst.  100 

  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr.  110 

  Ken Agranoff, Exec. Dir.  106 

  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup.  121 

  Lisa Rothstein, Program Mgr.  104 

  Jodi Saltzman, Dir. Yth Serv.  103 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

 

 
 

. . . to Jan Phillips for donating study 

books for our weekly Shabbat morn-

ing class with Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein, 

Rashi by Eli Wiesel. 

. . . to Sherman Lovejoy, Hugh Gitlin, 

Jeff Stine, Neil Gitlin, and John Bor-

deaux for helping make Hanukah 

latkes. 

 

Save Pressure, Plan Ahead  
Select your cemetery graves by  

scheduling a 15-minute meeting with 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff,  

651-698-8874 x106, to review  

options, locations and financial  

information. 

March 24, 2010 is our  

Education Event at  

Grampa Tonyõs Pizza 
Your support made our first event at 

Noodles in October 2009 an outstand-

ing success. Located at Snelling and 

Hartford for over 20 years, Grampa 

Tonyõs is partnering with our school  

programs to help provide some addi-

tional funds to strengthen our ability to 

help students of all ages.  
 

Please visit between the hours of 12 

noon and 8pm and order pizza, pasta, 

salads or sandwiches. You can eat there 

or pick up items to take home. Call 

them at 651-690-3297 or 

www.grampatonyspizza.com  
 

Grampa Tonyõs will donate  a percent-

age of gross sales so please join us on 

March 24 and help our students.  

 

Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Randy Geller  
Rita Rosenblum  

Lois Brand  
Jessie Swaden  

Iosif Kleynerman  
 

Memorial Plaques 

Have Been Displayed For 
 

Norman Mack  
Donald Wolkoff  
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Sisterhood News  

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

 

New Tallitot 

Yads 

Giftware & Judaica 
 

Shop Early - Shop Often! 

We Gift Wrap! 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

& Bridal Registry 
Canõt Think of What to Buy?  

We Offer Gift Cards! 
 

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Support Your Synagogue 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9:00 - Noon 

Tuesday 10:00 - 2:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 1:00 

and 6:00 - 8:00  
 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030 

Four Histories: An Illustrated Look at Diverse Jewish Commu-

nities in the Upper Midwest - Thursday, Feb. 25, 7:00 p.m., 

at Temple of Aaron. Speaker Susan Hoffman, is the archivist 

for The Jewish Historical Society of the Upper Midwest. She 

received her BA from St. Olaf College and her MA in Library 

and Information Studies from The University of Wisconsin/

Madison. Ms. Hoffman has also worked for The University of 

MN Libraries, University Archives and Target Corporation on 

special projects. Currently she is working on database con-

version, digitizing oral archives and editing Jewish history. 

Refreshments will be served and there is no charge for this 

program. Please RSVP to Marcia Taple by Feb. 18th at 651-

688-3030. Rides are available upon request.  

*       *       *       *  

Purim Hamantashen - Now available in the Giftshop!! Fruit, poppyseed or chocolate 

hamantashen are $12/dozen. Donõt miss out on these delicious holiday treats! Also 

available in the kitchen when the Giftshop is closed.  

*       *       *       *  

Book Club - The Sisterhood Book Club meets the third Sunday of every month at 

10:00 a.m. at The Highland Café and Bakery in Highland Park. For more information 

regarding the upcoming books or any other questions, call Teddy Gerr (651-405-

6658) or Anna Specktor (651-454-4612).  

*       *       *       *  

Torah Fund - Julienne Applebaum is chairing this fund and all monies collected go to 

The Theological Seminary students in the form of financial support for our future  

rabbis, cantors and educators. New pins are now available for all who donate at the 

$180 level. Watch for more info to come and feel free to call Julienne at 651-699-

0153 with any questions.  

*       *       *       *  

Giftshop News - All Blenko glassware is 30% off. Come in and check out the new  

fusion glass plates, new yads and mezuzot. Remember that if you are unable to get to 

the Giftshop during regular hours, arrangements can be made for you to make your 

purchases at other times so feel free to call and make this request. Have a special 

occasion coming up in the near future? Register in the Giftshop and make shopping 

easy for your guests!! Giftshop gift cards are a great alternative if you aren't quite 

sure what to purchase!! Questions, call the Giftshop at 651-699-9192.  

*       *       *       *  

Building Fund Cards - Use these cards for all occasions. It is a simple phone call and 

the card will be personalized and mailed for you. No trekking out in the cold winter 

weather!!! Using these cards supports Sisterhood and Temple of Aaron. Call Janet 

Gordon (651-698-8809) or Sis Goren (651-686-0425).  

*       *       *       *  

Save the dates: March 18 - Lois Bloomberg will talk on nutrition; April 22 - Jeff Long,  

a postal inspector, will inform us regarding mail fraud, identity theft and postal 

scams; May 13 - Bonnie Abrahamson and group will present a musical production.  

*       *       *       *  

Not a member of Sisterhood?? What is it all about?? Call Roxanne Portnoy (651-690-

2232) to find out how you can become involved in a very active womenõs group at 

Temple of Aaron.  

 

Susan Hoffman 

CENTENNIAL WELCOME  

TO 2009-2010  

NEW TEMPLE OF AARON  

MEMBERS 
                                                             

FRIDAY NIGHT  

MARCH  26, 2010 

8:00 PM 

EREV SHABBAT LIVE SERVICE 
Hazzan Mitchell Kowitz  

and the ESL Musicians 

With Our Temple of Aaron Choir 
 

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein and  

 President Nancy Lane  

Special Welcome 
 

Pre-Passover Extra Special  

Oneg Refreshments  

Sponsored by the Temple of Aaron 

Sisterhood, Menõs Club,  

Board of Directors and Membership 

Committee  
 

Bring children, parents,  

grandparents and friends for a  

festive WELCOMING evening 
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Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 

Lynne has been a member of Temple of 

Aaron her whole life.  

 

She was a member of USY and enjoyed 

participating in the plays, especially 

since they were done in Hebrew.  

 

Lynne has two sons, Michael and Adam 

both who had their Bar Mitzvah at the 

Temple of Aaron. Lynne credits her sons 

with helping her achieve her greatest 

accomplishment, becoming an adult Bat 

Mitzvah in 1992. Parsha Yitro holds a 

special place in her heart as this was her 

Bat Mitzvah Parsha and also the Parsha 

she chanted when she received her 

Golden Kepah during the USY weekend 

during the Jubilee celebration in  

February 2007.  

 

Lynne loves hearing Michaelõs voice  

in the choir during High Holydays and  

seeing Adam when he was on the Bimah 

playing guitar during Erev Shabbat Live.  

 

Over the last 20 years Lynne has  

assisted ritual coordinator Larry  

Eisenstadt ushering on Shabbat  

morning and during the High Holydays.  

 

Lynne is active with Sisterhood,  

Membership Committee, Hadassah and 

NCJW.  
Lynne Bell 

Committees take advantage of growing technology  
Our committees and groups at the Temple of Aaron help define the type of commu-

nity our synagogue and its members have created. As each of our committees contin-

ues to grow and gain momentum in its work and programming, they have been using 

innovative technology to support their work. Each committee and group has been 

given their own page linked to the Temple of Aaronõs website. These pages can be 

found under òCommittees/Groupsó on the side navigation bar. You can click on each 

name and navigate to each separate page. These pages are managed and run by 

each committee. 
  

Information about how to join a committee or group, special events, meeting notes, 

pictures and more are available by simply clicking your mouse.  
 

Check out the pages and read about all of the amazing programming at the Temple  

of Aaron. Some committees are programmatic and host different talks, excursions, 

activities and events, while others work on strategic planning and synagogue  

systems. Check out the projects of the various committees on their WebPages: 

http://templeofaaron.org/committees.php.  

Temple of Aaron Hosts 

Laugh in Peace Tour  
Rabbi Bob Alper and Mo Amer share 

an evening of political humor Feb. 21, 

2010 at 7pm to benefit Talmud Torah 

of St Paul. A New York Times reviewer 

said they had the audience convulsing 

and the Detroit Free Press said it was 

one of the most uplifting cross-cultural 

experiences youõll have this year. De-

tails: call Talmud Torah at 651-698-

8807 or visit www.ttsp.org  

Yiddish Farbrengen  
 

Join in for a free program Monday, 

January 25, 2010 at 1:00 pm at the 

Shaller Family Sholom Home East 

Campus.  
 

This program is co-sponsored by 

Temple of Aaron, JCC, Sholom Home 

and friends. Questions: Call Betty 

Agranoff at 651-698-8275  

April 16 & 18, 2010  

Are Social Dates for  

Honoring Cantor Kowitz  
  

Chair people David and Christy 

Baldinger, Steve and Ruth 

Lowenthal, Tom Bartsch, Jodi 

and Dan Saltzman, and Steve 

and Vivian Bernick are planning 

a special weekend honoring over 

20 years of dedicated service. 

Please reserve Friday night and 

Sunday late afternoon, early 

evening for an emotional, fun 

set of experiences. We need to 

borrow your photos with Cantor 

Kowitz so please share them 

with the synagogue office. 
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Hm B`rd Xnt Lhrrdc Hsè 
 

The 2009 Dreidel Dash was a HUGE success. 250 runners, walkers, dashers and 

mini Maccabees raced through the snow on a brisk and beautiful Hanukah day.  

 

After the run, dashers warmed up with magnificent post-race food. Approximately  

500 revelers filled the auditorium to enjoy the Hanukah activities hosted by the JCC 

of St. Paul and many community 

partners. We heard people  

saying it was the best, most 

ruach-filled community event 

theyõve experienced in St. Paul.   

  

The 2010 Dreidel Dash is  

already set for December 5, 

2010. Save the date and start 

dashing! 

 

Student Milestones  
 

A significant highlight of our Kindergarten year is CONSECRATION ñ a recognition and 

celebration of our children formally beginning their religious school education. We 

were thrilled to honor: Avram Bulgatz, Noah Bulgatz, Aaron Castle; Leah Guralnik, 

Leah Haugen, Jacob Haugen, Jordan Rutzick, Samuel Zien and Sarah Zuckerman. 

 

We also honor those in first grade who are beginning their formal education. Students 

were given mini-torahs which were sponsored by David Rosen and Layne Harris-

Rosen in honor of their daughters Melia and Sonya. Parents also made a mezzuzah 

for their child/ren under the direction of our art director Tracey Agranoff. Wendy Bald-

inger, music director, and Lindsay Berg, assistant, worked with the class on the Con-

secration service. Bonnie Reinke is our Kindergarten teacher, assisted by Evana 

Kvasnik and Elli Rosenthal. Art assistants are Jacob Abel and Lauren Oskey. 

Over ò40ó and  

Unemployed:  

Tools to help you 

get back to work  
 

Sunday, February 21, 2010  

1:00 pm  
 

Join us for a workshop discussing unem-

ployment. We will look at networking, 

resume building and interview skills to 

help you get back into the workplace.  
 

Led by Temple of Aaronõs own Larry 

Eisenstadt, Positively Minnesota. Larry 

has developed a national reputation for 

expertise in this important area.  

Temple  

of Aaron  

Book  

Club 
The book  

selection  

for February  

Book Club is  

A.B. Yehoshuaõs Friendly Fire.  

We will meet from 6:30 pm until 

8:00 pm on Tuesday, February 16, 

2010. More info: call chair Deb 

Bachrach at 651-690-4130 or 

deb.bachrach@yahoo.com 



Adult Bõnai Mitzvah class of 

2010 celebrates their Bõnai 

Mitzvah February 5 -6, 2010  
 

There are nine adults in the class: 
 

Anna Angus is often seen at weekday 

Mincha and MaõAriv services. She has 

been married 30 years to Russell and 

they have two grown children, Daniel 

and Jessica.  Anna is currently working 

on obtaining her Braille Certification. 
 

John Bordeaux is involved in the class 

because he wishes to continue to ex-

pand his ability to contribute to the 

Temple of Aaron community and 

deepen his spiritual roots to Judaism. 

He is also interested in furthering his 

ability to read and speak Hebrew.  He 

thinks a Bõnai Mitzvah with eight others 

is a beautiful way to accomplish these 

goals and dreams. 
 

Mary Ann Clark is a member of the 

Dead Poet Society and Minnesota Psy-

chological Society. She also enjoys 

dance, drama, tennis and water aero-

bics, photography, and writing poetry. 
 

Diane Greenberger is excited to expand 

her Jewish learning and master Torah 

and Haftorah troupe.  She has been 

married to Asa for 15 years and they 

have two children ñ Kalman, 6 and Lily, 

3. She is the Education VP of St. Paul 

Adira group of Hadassah and enjoys 

volunteer work, biking and camping. 
 

Rachel Chinitz Lewine is the daughter of 

Abraham Benjamin Chintz (of blessed 

memory) and Lillian Babroff Chinitz (of 

blessed memory). Rachel is married to 

Michael Lewine and has identical 10 

year old twin daughters, Jaclyn and Ha-

nalei. She enjoys the great outdoors by 

biking, hiking, traveling, and camping 

with family and friends. Rachel was not 

Bat Mitzvahõed at age 13. She studies 

for this milestone in memory of her fa-

ther and wanted to be a Daughter of 

Commandment before her own daugh-

ters reach their Bat Mitzvah in May of 

2012. 
 

Mark Nauth has been studying modern 

Hebrew for the past 3 years and is work-

ing to become fluent. He hopes to make 

aliyah to Israel sometime in the near 

future. 
 

Penny Newstrom is looking forward to 

having a dream come true February 5 

and 6.  She knows the dearest love of 

her life ñ husband Terry, of blessed 

memory ñ would be very proud of what 

she has accomplished. Buster, her 5-

1/2 pound Maltese, will be very happy 

to have Tuesday evening lessons done 

so his life can get back to normal. 

Penny has worked at the Minnesota 

Orchestra for over 14 years. 
 

Matthew OõBrien would like to dedicate 

his Bar Mitzvah to his wife Stephanie (of 

blessed memory). He enjoys spending 

time with family and friends and riding 

his motorcycle. Matt is committed to 

helping animal shelters and making 

better animal protection laws. He also 

volunteers at neighborhood cleanups. 

Matt is planning his first visit to Israel in 

June of 2010. 

Jo Sueker Rose is the daughter of 

Wayne Sueker of New Hope, MN and 

Jerene Johnson Sueker (of blessed 

memory). She is a graduate of Concor-

dia College in Moorhead and an alum-

nus of the Concordia Language Villages. 

She is employed as an educator with 

Robbinsdale Area Schools and as a 

transportation assistant with Concordia 

Language Villages.  Jo is a member of 

the Minnesota Herpetological Society 

and enjoys parenting her teenage 

daughter, Tali, taking care of their pets, 

and spending time with friends and 

family. 
 

The group has designated the Temple of 

Aaron Adult Bõnai Mitzvah Fund for their 

tzedakah contributions. Oneg Shabbat 

and Kiddush refreshments are spon-

sored by the 2010 Adult Bõnai Mitzvah 

Class, Saturday Shabbat Regulars and 

the Family of Stephanie OõBrien, in lov-

ing memory. 

Back row: Anna Angus, Mark Nauth, Matt OõBrien, Mary Ann Clark, Penny Newstrom, 

Jo Sueker Rose;  Front: Rachel Chinitz Lewine, John Bordeaux, Diane Greenberger 

Memories are Powerful:  

Request for Help  
Granddaughter Elisha Gruer has photos 

of Grandmother Dorothy Lieberman who 

married Lawrence Gruer around 1939 - 

1940. Fanny Gruer was Lawrenceõs 

mother. Dorothy graduated Talmud To-

rah by Rabbi Herman M. Cohen, Temple 

of Aaron Congregation in 1931. If you 

can help, please contact Exec. Dir. Ken 

Agranoff, 651-698-8874. 

The Temple of Aaron Presents an Adult Education Month on:  

òViews on Jewsó 
The month of March at the Temple of Aaron will be filled with learning and discus-

sions on the different stereotypes and views of the Jewish people. The series will in-

clude classes, lunch and learns and sermons. Rabbis, professors and experts will be 

brought in to lead various sessions.  
 

This is an experiment on intense study on a specific topic for the duration of the month. 

Specific topics, titles and classes are still being developed. Please look for further informa-

tion in the March Aaronion, on the website (http://templeofaaron.org/upcoming_ 

events.html) and in other Temple of Aaron advertising. 
10 
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Unrolling the whole Megillah:  

Purim beyond the carnival  
February 22, 2010 at the Temple of Aaron  
 

JOIN US AS WE EXPLORE THE MEGILLAH  

AND PURIM WITH ADULT EYES 
 

 

A Purim Happening sponsored 

by the Conservative Synagogues 

of the Twin Cities: Adath Jeshu-

run, Beth El, Beth Jacob, Bnai 

Emet, And Temple of Aaron 
 

6:30 ñ Registration  
 

7:00-7:50 ñ Session One  
 

8:00-8:50 ñ Session Two  
 

9:00 ñ Refreshments and  

             Shmoozing  
 

Each Topic will be offered in 

both sessions 

 

SESSIONS: 
Esther and Vashti: Imperfect 

Choices for an Imperfect World  

A discussion of the women of Purim and What They Teach Us.  

Presenter: Sara Lynn Newberger, Director of Education and Principal  

of the Day School of the Talmud Torah of St Paul and a marvelous  

Megillah Reader 

 

The R-Rated Megillah: An Adult Text Study of Megilat Esther 

Presenter: Rabbi Avi Olitzky, Assistant Rabbi at Beth El Congregation 

 

Purim Pop-Up Paper Art  

Create a masterpiece using origami, kirigami and megillah quotes.  

No experience necessary and lots of fun. This session will be limited  

to 15 participants.  

Presenter: Rabbi Lilly Kaufman, Director of Jewish Learning,  

                   Adath Jeshurun Congregation and frustrated artist 

 

There was a Jewish Man In Shushan the Capitol:  

How the Jews Lived in Ancient Iran  

Learn the history and culture of the Persian/Iranian Jewish community 

from the time of Esther through today.  

Presenter: Rabbi Charni Flame Selch, Rabbi at Bnai Emet Synagogue 

 

This is a free event, open to the public. 

In the Spirit of Matanot LõEvyonim, Giving Food Gifts to the Needy, we 

are asking for cash donations at the door. All proceeds will be given to 

STEP and Second Harvest. All cash donations will be matched by the 

rabbis of the sponsoring congregations. 

 

For more information contact any of the participating synagogues. 

PURIM Celebration  

for Everyone  
 

On the Sabbath before Purim, the portion of the 

Torah dealing with Amalek (Deut. 25: 17-19) is 

read. The Haftorah deals with the same theme. 

All Jews are  commanded to remember Amalek 

and the war against him. This Sabbath is called 

òThe Sabbath of Remembranceó (Shabbat 

Zachor). 
 

   Zachor is a mitzvah that has always made 

modern Jews uncomfortable. It offends our  

liberalism. If you donõt remember, then you are 

part of the danger of repetition. 
 

   On the holiday itself, we gather to hear the 

story of Purim retold. The day is characterized  

by hilarity, fun and sharing pleasures with oth-

ers. The rabbis and other people established 

four mitzvot to cover all these activities. 
 

   Before the Megillah is read, the reader sings 

three blessings. The blessings are for the com-

mandment to read the Megillah, gratitude for 

the miracles done for our fathers and for us,  

and shehecheyanu ð thanksgiving that we have 

been kept alive to this day. The congregation 

listens silently and answers òAmen.ó Thereby, 

we express our intent to associate ourselves 

fully with what the reader is saying. 
 

   On the day of Purim, we celebrate with a fes-

tive meal (Purim Seudah).   

Hamantashen ð tri-cornered dough cookies 

filled with poppy seed or prunes are eaten on 

this day. The rabbis were so determined to cele-

brate, that they instructed people to drink at 

least to the point when they no longer can tell 

the difference between blessed Mordecai and 

accursed Haman. (Those Jews who canõt tell the 

difference all year long are excused on Purim.) 
 

   Purim is a challenge to the òuptightó approach 

to religion. We also celebrate with hilarity in the 

synagogue ð including, of course, noise-making 

upon hearing Hamanõs name. 
 

   No true Jewish simcha is complete without 

sharing it with friends ð and with the needy.  

Accordingly, the rabbis instituted two other  

Purim commandments: 
 

   Shalach Manot: (gift sending) On Purim day, 

two portions of gifts (traditionally of ready-to-eat 

food) are sent to at least one friend (see Esther 

9:19).  Of course, you may send gifts to more 

than one friend ð if you have more than one.  
 

   Matanot Laõevyonim: (gifts to the needy) It is a 

separate and special mitzvah to give money or 

food to at least two poor persons on the day of 

Purim.  If there are no poor people available on 

the spot, put the money aside on Purim and give 

it afterwards. Our own joy is not complete unless 

others share it also. 
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Behind the Scenes ~ Guys and Dolls 2010  


