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Temple of Aaron
Youth Department
Presents:

Tu B’shevat {)“_}WJ ?b
Celebration and
Programming

Schedule of Seders:

January 19, 2011 2nd-6th grades 4PM
January 23, 2011 Pre-K-1st grades 10AM

Help turn Israel from

--.THE TOTALLY AWESOME MUsICAL! Black to Green!
Due to the Fires in the Carmel region of Israel we
Support our youth... are asking families to bring in $18 per tree to be
Buy an ad in this year’s planted in your family’s name in Israel.
Playhill

Special Program:
Performances will take place on March January 19, 2011 7th-10th grades  6PM

3" 5" and 6" 2011 Special program about Israel, the environment, and
e what we can do to help. Bring $18 to plant a tree
in Israel.
o0 Front/Back page (8.5”X 5.5”).cccccecrenne $200.00
0 Full page (8.5”X 5.5”).ccccccccccneereeccsnnnes $118.00 Help Israel After Forest Fires
0 Half page (4.25”X 5.5”)..cccereuericrnennennnes $72.00 Al members are invited to help us
o Quarter page (2.125”X 5.5”).ccververrenn. $36.00 rebuild the forests of Carmel region of
Israel by purchasing a tree. After the
o Single line (up to 75 letters & spaces)..$18.00

devastating fires, we can help rebuild. Our

. goal is to raise funds for 180 new trees to
You can pick up a form at Temple of Aaron

or on our website.
Questions? To give to this important cause please refer
Robby Erlich to the Temple of Aaron website or pick up a

Youth Director tree planting form in the office.
651-698-8874 ext 115

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org Thank you advance for your generosity!

bring new life to the area.




From the Rabbi’s Desk . . .

Jewish Tradition Grows More Available to All

Growing up, one entire wall of my
father’s home study was covered with
three-ring notebooks of photographs of
his patients. He used these pictures as

illustrations of a simple, important point:

that it is difficult to see changes when
you are in the middle of them.

For his patients, he took pictures of the
curvature in their spine at the beginning
of their treatment and then compared it
with pictures taken at the end. The
small, incremental changes that they
had been experiencing over months or
years was clearer when they could look
at a clear picture of before and after.

This applies to our personal lives as well.

We often struggle to see the small
accomplishments as they lead us to
larger personal goals.

published in the New York Times.

According to the paper, 45 years ago,
Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz began the huge
task of translating and interpreting the
entire Talmud. While many read the 45
volumes of Talmud in a three-year cycle,
to translate the entire work, adding
clarifying commentary, is an amazing
accomplishment.

According to the New York Times article
(http://tinyurl.com/ToA0O1) he is

characteristically modest about the task:

“I am not simplifying the Talmud; | am
cutting some of the technical diffi-
culties,” he said. “l am paving roads,
opening doors. Not more.”

| have had the pleasure of studying
Talmud, both in the original Aramaic and
with the aid of Rabbi
Steinsaltz’s translation and
commentary. (The volumes
are available in many
places online.) The work he
has done makes the
wisdom of our traditions
more accessible and
relevant to anyone who
wants to explore it.
Finishing this endeavor is a
true occasion for celebra-
tion, and it helps us to see
the changes in our
tradition, even as we are in
the middle of them.

This occasion also fits into

Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz

Our Jewish life is also going through
changes today. We are welcome and
comfortable as Jews in St. Paul, and we
struggle with how to find meaning in our
ancient tradition in a way that is
different than it was for our parents and
grandparents. The choices we have
mean that our connection to Jewish
institutions is not automatic, and that
we rightfully demand clear meaning
from our rituals.

But often, being in the middle of
changes prevents us from seeing the
progress we are making clearly, unless
we can find signposts showing us where
we have been and where we are going.
One such signpost is an article recently

greater accessibility and
inclusion for all. In truth,
Jewish texts and traditions
have long been accessible to all.
According to rabbinic tradition, we all
stood at Mt. Sinai to receive the Torah.
We do not have a priestly class that
serves as a conduit to religious
connection, it is up to each of us to
make that connection, with support of
our synagogue.

It is a trend that has tangible, notice-
able impact. In recent times, we have
seen Judaism expand and grow to
involve woman in all aspects of public
worship, to have increased participation
of and respect for non-Jewish family
members in the life of the synagogue,

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org
651-698-8874, ext. 111

and to involve creative lifecycle
ceremonies to help members celebrate
their lives Jewishly.

This growth is at the root of a living
Judaism, and one in which the Temple
of Aaron will continue to play a
leadership role. Join us.

the larger trend of Judaism:

In Case You Missed It:
Dreidel Dash

The Temple of Aaron again this year
hosted the start of the Dreidel Dash
on December 5 — a 5K fun run to the
JCC with participation from the entire
St. Paul Jewish Community. This col-
laborative event, organized by the
JCC, brought out over 200 runners
and walkers for what is quickly be-
coming a Hanukah tradition. Partici-
pants may have come from their own
synagogues and institutions, but we
ran together as a community.

A mazal tov goes out to all the run-
ners, and special congratulations to
Temple members Julie Axelrod, who
finished eight overall, and Joshua
Rutzick, who finished ninth.




Cantor’s Column

Metropolitan Male Choir Returns January 14

On Friday night, January 14, 2011, we
will be hosting the Metropolitan Male
Choir. We have enjoyed their powerful
music for the past 14 years to com-
memorate Martin Luther King Day. The
influence of African-American spiritual
music resonates throughout our Ameri-
can society. It relates the story of pain,
slavery, joy and exaltation. There are so
many commonalities that Jews share
with African Americans. Our experience
of joy and pain is written through dec-
ades of spiritual music on both sides.
We as Jews played a visible role during
the time of the march that Martin Luther
King, Jr. led to the Capital in Washington
D.C. We both have an understanding of
how hard life can be and also the
success that can come from uniting

our voices for worthy causes.

Every time this group comes to Temple of
Aaron, it gives me chills. Under the direc-
tion of Ben Zachery, we will hear songs
like “Ezekiel’s Wheel,” “Oh Freedom”
and “We Shall Overcome.” | want to en-
courage each and every one of you to
join us as we honor a great man and a
great American. Bring your friends and
neighbors and let us lift our voices high
and with pride as we celebrate our
diversity, and the many things that we

have in common. It will be an evening to
remember.

We are now in our 11th year for our infor-
mal and musical Erev Shabbat Live ser-
vice format. These services are generally
held on the second and last Friday eve-
ning of each month (with some excep-
tions). The Mollie Tankenoff Family Fund
provides the needed resources to make
this special service take place. | want to
express special thanks to Gary and
Marsha and Jim and Paula Tankenoff for
their vision and support in creating this
vibrant program fund honoring their
mother’s love of music. The recent addi-
tion of clarinet to violin, drums, guitar,
vocalist, keyboard and a new evolution-
ary musical format have proved to be a
rousing success. If you have never been
to one of these services, | strongly en-
courage you to come and join us as we
sing together as a Temple family. The
next two upcoming dates for an Erev
Shabbat Live service are on January 28
and February 11. We are on the cutting
edge as we consistently make service
changes to generate increased joy and
participation. Our Temple is vibrant,
energetic and uplifting for all who come
through our doors. | hope to see many of
you for these special singing services.

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz
hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org
651-698-8874, ext. 113

JANUARY WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES

We display every 5 years and all
anniversaries of more than 50 years

11 U

15 Sandra and Edward Abramson

68 Rosella and Manuel Manos

Most Members Periodically Use Daily Minyan

Most of us attend minyan at some point throughout the year. All of us need to work
harder and smarter to help form a minyan. Observing a yahrzeit, please call family
and friends to help form a minyan. Observing sheloshim, please call family and

friends to help form a minyan.

The synagogue provides a knowledgeable service leader, mails over 7,000 yahrzeit
reminders, and provides a beautiful, warm, comfortable Leifman Chapel. We need
each member to take a greater sense of ownership so there is a minyan when we
want to attend.

Please look at your schedule and select one service per month every month.

We greatly appreciate that monthly service commitment which will help form a
minyan for another family who has experienced a recent death. Your monthly
commitment will also help form a minyan for any member who chooses to attend
for whatever reason.

People make the minyan so please make a commitment to help others and
yourself. We welcome all specific ideas to help make a minyan twice a day, every
day. We are also seeking volunteers to make reminder calls from their home to
yahrzeit observers.

Spring
Fundraiser
at Noodles

Look for more details as we capital-
ize on the success from the previ-
ous student fundraiser at Noodles.

We will finalize a new spring date
for members and your friends.




Department cj Youth Services

Robby Erlich
Youth Director
robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org

Get ready for the excitement, music and glamour of the 1980s!
Play dates: March 3, 5 and 6
To volunteer for any aspect of the play
please contact Robby Erlich, Youth Director
651-698-8874 ext 115
robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org

«.IHE TOTALLY AWESOME MusicaL!

Play Co-Chairs: Faye Feinstein and Lois Bloomberg

Attention all 7th-12th graders

Join us for Shabbat Dinner and Services
January 21, 2010 at 6:00 PM  $12 (nice Shabbat chicken dinner)
RSVP by January 16  Questions? robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org

Kinnus attendee and TUSY board
member Rachel Lerman created
a tzedaka (Tikun Olam) box for
Temple of Aaron! Give tzedaka
through our youth chapter
to those in need!

Kinnus 2010 Attendees

Samantha Agranoff Natalie Baldinger

Ellie Berg Matt Bernick
Manny Bier Justin Boschwitz
Helen Derechin Samantha Donohue
Rachel Greenberg  Yasha Hoffman
Sophie Kaye Michael Kowitz
Evana Kvasnik Hannah Johnson
Rachel Lerman Brandon Less
Charlie Rosenblum  Josh Roston
Gilad Segal Elliott Stern
Bayley Taple Evan Weil
Sam Weinberger Max Weinberger
David Zylberberg

2010 Kinnus Staff
Robby Erlich, Youth Director
Brian Erlich, Kinnus Staff
Michelle Perle, Kinnus Staff

JANUARY
8 First Annual USY bowl-a-thon 6PM
9 B’resheet & Chaverim

Bowling Bonanza 12PM
21 Family Kadima & USY Dinner 6PM
22 USY goes to Beth Jacob play 7PM
23 Summer in the Winter for
Chaverim 12PM
28-30 USY Winter Shabbaton
Friday 3PM - Sunday 3PM

FEBRUARY
5 Kadima kosher Cook-Off
6:30PM

12 B’resheet Lunch and
Service — 11AM-1PM

25-26 3rd grade Shabbaton
with area organization

26 USY Goes Snow Tubing
7PM-11PM

= Temple of Aaron
% Youth Department
Kinnus Review
By Matthew Bernick,
11 Grade USY Member
Nervous... Excited... Scared... Anxious...
Overwhelmed. The minute | stepped
through the revolving door at The Airport
Hilton, over 250 new faces surrounded
me. | had no clue with whom | was going
to be sharing a room, or who would sit
with me at dinner. | was riding solo.
As the Kinnus 2010 convention contin-
ued, | became part of a large Jewish
community. We were one family when
we prayed, one family when we ate, and
one family when we relaxed. For the first
activity we were divided into groups with
unfamiliar USYers. Within minutes | had
made multiple Jewish friends from
around the country. Already | had
created memories that would last a
lifetime. But no, it did not stop there.
Soon, we started doing many unique
and fun activities. Whether it was danc-
ing with our new friends or watching
Harry Potter, the Kinnus atmosphere
was overflowing with ruach. As the fun-
filled weekend was wrapping up, |
started to realize the true meaning of
Kinnus. Kinnus is not only a time to
party, but also a time to bring Jews from
around the country together for a com-
mon purpose. My time at Kinnus was
unforgettable, and | am very glad | made
the decision to go!



L i mo d

Thank you so much to everyone who
was integral in making sure that our
Hanukah Celebration went as planned
this year. A special thanks to our
teachers, aides, and community
members who helped in sharing the joy
of Hanukah together and making the
day so special. Thanks to the work of
Susie Haim, Tracey Agranoff, and our
office aides for helping to coordinate all
of the logistics for the program.
Throughout the morning of program-
ming we had the chance to give back to
those who are less fortunate than us
through social action projects.

9 Here are the items and organizations
we helped:

9 Pre K-1st Grades: Made and Bagged
Doggie Treats for the Animal Humane
Society

9 2nd Grade: Made cat toys for the
Animal Humane Society

9 3rd Grade: Created Door Hangers for
Residents at Sholom Home East

I 4th-6th Grades: Wrote letters of
thanks to soldiers in the Israel
Defense Force

 7th Grade: Made Socks for Gillette
Children’s Center

9 8th, 9th & 10th Grades: Made Fleece
Blankets for Crisis Nursery and
Assembled relief kits for the
American Red Cross

Thank you also to the Men’s Club
Cooking Crew, Svetlana and her staff,
and Tracie Steinman and her crew for
helping make the Latkes and making
sure everyone had their fill of food.
Thank you also to David A. Berg and
family for sponsoring the food and to
Loren Taple for sponsoring the Gelt and
Dreidels for this year’s program. It was a
wonderful day to be a part of and | hope
everyone had a wonderful Hanukah
filled with lots of Latkes and fun!

Wiool Tiol

For a camp scholarship
application please refer to
the Temple of Aaron website
and link on the front page.

TN D |

{

Joshua Fineblum

Director of Education
joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org

Our 3rd graders, Naomi Shavit-Lonstein,
Robby Erlich, Leora Derechin, and
Rachel Lowenthal made Door Hangers
for the Sholom Home.

Sophie Leventhal and other 4th-6th
graders wrote letters to soldiers in the
Israel Defense Force.

amad h

-ePimkdi Avo
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Midat Hachodesh:
Hi dur Podn

(beautifying and respecting elders)
This concept of honoring our elders
is another very important one in
Judaism. This value is very
important and transcends
generations. In the Torah, Leviticus
19:32, it states: “You shall rise
before the aged and show
deference to the old. . .” According
to Abraham Joshua Heschel: “What
we owe the old is reverence, but all
they ask for is consideration,
attention, and not to be discarded
and forgotten.” This year our 9th
grade class has had the opportunity
to do just that, through an amazing
program at Sholom Home East with
the residents there. For 10 sessions
our 9th graders are spending time
with, learning about the residents,
creating a living history of them,
and gaining knowledge and wisdom
from these elders of our
community. As a school we will also
be visiting the Sholom Home East at
the end of the month to perform
and meet with the residents to
show our respect for them as elders
in the community.

Aide Matt Bernick is helping our 9th
and 10th graders: Brandon Less,
Daniel Axelrod, Sonya Rosen, Devin
Werthauser, and Rachel Lerman
make a fleece blanket for Crisis
Nursery.



Thank You

Todah Rabah

2P Tem: VA

Our deep and sincere
sympathy to the families
of the following members

who have passed away

Lois Shaw
Janet Gordon
Josephine Portnoy
Hava Yesilevskaya
Joel Cohn
June Margoles

Save Pressure, Plan Ahead
Select your cemetery graves by
scheduling a 15-minute meeting with
Executive Director Ken Agranoff,
651-698-8874 x106, to review
options, locations and financial
information.

S X

... to Burt Katz, Delia Sevak and
Betty Agranoff for adding address
labels for over 1,100 Aaronions to be
mailed to members throughout North
America.

... to Elliot Stern, Noah Shavit-
Lonstein and Harlan Stern for helping
staff clear snow off cars on Friday
night after Shabbat service.

VL 4

Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more
November 2010 Heshvan — Kislev 5771

Appelbaum, Kagan, Galina
Murray & Arlene

Barenbaum, Bettie & Stan

Berde, Doris & family

Berkman, Jerry

Besner, Rae

Besner, Rose

Binkin, Vladimir & Bella

Blumenfeld, Milt & Geri

Calmenson, Beverly

Daniels, Marjorie

Divine, Arnold & Rae

Drucker, Harold

Edelstein, Rebecca

Feldman, Kayleen & Ben

Feldman, Nancy

Folger, Jean

Freeman, Gretta

Gerr, Murray & Karen

Gilman, Rose

Glassman, Samuel

Goldberg, Judy

Goldetsky, Celia

Goldman, Arnold

Gordon, Frank & Cookie

Grossman, Rose

Hirsekorn, Fred & Barbara

Kaplan, Esther
Kaplan, Fred
Kaplan, Louis

Katzovitz, Leon
Khaskin, Yosif

Kloner, Louise
Kopilenko,

Krawetz, Leah
Leibman, Jack
Marofsky, Edith
Miller, Barbara

Miller, Diane
Netzman, Steve

Rein, Mildred
Ringer, Jan

Kanivetsky, Rozita

Katz, Chelle & Leon

Klein, Frances & Robin

Alexander & Bella

Lerman, Mary & Bill

Levine, Allen & Nancy

Marvy, Bob, Florie & family

Phillips, Jan & Janet
Pogoler, Barbara & Andrew

Rubenstein, Bob
Rutzick, Yale
Sanderson, Anne Rae
Saxon, Polly, Michael

& family
Schneider, Marjorie & Bart
Schraber, David & Paula
Shaller, Rossy & Richard
Shneur, Grigoriy
Shumilovsky,

Vitaly & Serafima
Simes, Hy & Josephine
Simon, Toby
Smookler, Richard & Diane
Stacker, Howard
Tilsner, William
Toushin, Sally & David
Tragar, C.A.

Uchenik, Esfir
Ward, Allen
Watchman, Clara
Weinberg, Idele
Weitzman, B.J.
Wolkowicz, Joe
Zaretsky, Karolina

Rosner, Sue & Dave
Rubenstein, Ada

See Our Fantastic Concert On
Cable TV

Temple of Aaron played host to the Inver
Hills Symphonic Band in a concert
recorded Oct. 24, 2010. The concert
“Broadway Classics: featured Hazzan
Mjchell Kowitz and Jennifer Schwartz

as soloists’performihg songs from
Broadway shows such as “Cats,”

“Porgy and Bess,” and “Fiddler on the
Roof.” The final number featured the
Temple Adult Choir singing selections

of songs written by Richard Rogers. If
you live in the Northern Dakota County
Cable Television area and receive Town
Square Television, this concert may be
seen on Channel 14. If you live in Eagan
or in the city of St. Paul, watch Channel
15 for this program, and watch for the
times at a later date. You may view the
schedule by visiting www.townsquare.tv,
www.spnn.org, or eagan-tv.com.

Sonya
Rosen
Earns
Golden
Kepah

Sonya Rosen is a sophomore at Hopkins
High School. Sonya plays soccer for
Hopkins, enjoys the French horn, and is
a board member of her B'nai B'rith Girls
(BBG) chapter. At Temple of Aaron,
Sonya is a third-year Hebrew tutor and
participates in the confirmation class.
She is thrilled to be one of the many
Golden Kepah participants and thanks
Cantor Kowitz for keeping the program
alive.



Sisterhood News

Join/Renew your Sisterhood Membership NOW! This wonderful family of women from
Temple of Aaron is involved in all aspects of our Temple; become a part of this vital
group. If you haven’t renewed your membership, please get your check in the mail
ASAP and send it to Linda Eisenstadt, 1077 Sibley Memorial Hwy., #400, Lilydale, MN
55118. Sisterhood holds monthly programs, runs the Giftshop, mails out Building
Fund Cards, has a Book Club, coordinates a Food Shelf, socializes with a Knitting
Club and much more. Questions regarding membership — call Membership Vice
President Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.

* * * *

Baking Class — Learn how to roll, fill and pinch your own Hamantashen for Purim.
Thursday, Jan. 27, 6:30 p.m. at Temple of Aaron. Barb Gitlin will be our cooking
instructor. Questions, call Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030. Watch for more
information to come.

* * * *

Knitting Club — This group meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the
Temple Library. All levels are encouraged to come, chat and learn. Bring your own
needles and yarn. Feel free to come and crochet if that is your preference. What a
great way to warm up our fall and winter evenings once a month. Questions, call
Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.

* * * *

Regional Conference of Women’s League for Conservative Judaism — May 15-17,
2011 - sponsored by Temple of Aaron. This year’s theme: “Celebrating Community:
Woman to Woman.” Marcia Taple (651-688-3030) and Barbara Gitlin (651-454-
7908) are the local conference chairs. Contact them with any program ideas or to
volunteer for this event. We will be sponsoring a hospitality suite at the airport Hilton
and will be responsible in a variety of ways for making this event run smoothly — GET
INVOLVED!! Watch for more info to come.

* * * *

Special Occasion in your future? Building Fund Cards are always available for all
occasions. Using these multi-purpose cards directly benefits our beautiful building
and they are only a phone call away. NO shopping, no driving to the post office, no
stamps, no hassle. Questions, call Sis Goren at 651-686-0425 or Susan Kushner at
651-454-8336.

* * * *

Book Club — Meets on the third Sunday of the month at The Highland Café and Bak-
ery in Highland Park at 10:00 a.m. to discuss the latest read. To find out what the
group is reading or for any other questions, call Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658) or Anna
Specktor (651-454-4612).

* * * *

Food Shelf — Donations of food items may be dropped off at Temple of Aaron and
placed in the cart in the coat room. If you would prefer a monetary donation, send
your check, payable to Temple of Aaron Foodshelf, to Harriet Levy, 1826 Merlot
Curve, Eagan, MN 55122. Questions, call Harriet at 651-454-6829.

* * * *

Hamantashen Baking — Beginning the first week of January, Sisterhood will begin its
annual Purim Hamantashen baking in the Temple kitchen. Hamantashen will be
available in the Giftshop and Kitchen for $12/dozen. This year's Hamantashen
choices will be: fruit, poppy seed, chocolate and apricot with no nuts. Interested in
volunteering to help in the kitchen?? Call Marcia Taple for more specific information
regarding dates and times at 651-688-3030.

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP
651-699-9192

New Tallitot
Yads
Giftware & Judaica

Shop Early - Shop Often!
We Gift Wrap!

Bar/Bat Mitzvah
& Bridal Registry

We now carry
Michael Aram

Can’t Think of What to Buy?
We Offer Gift Cards!

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop
Support Your Synagogue

Open Hours:
Sunday 9:00 - Noon
Tuesday 10:00 - 2:00
Wednesday 10:00 - 1:00
and 6:00 - 8:00

By Appointment Call:
Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030

We Are Hosting Community
Lecture Series Thurs. Feb. 10,

2011 at 7:30 pm

The University of Minnesota Center for
Jewish Studies is presenting its seventh
annual community lecture series. Pro-
fessor Bruno Chaouat will analyze
whether French Jews have turned to the
Right. He will explore reactions from
France’s Jewish community to recent
waves of anti-Semitic violence and ex-
amine debates by those on the Left.




Hannah Gilberstadt Earns
Golden Kepah

Hannah’s Bat Mitzvah was in
October, 2009. She has enjoyed
four summers at Herzl Camp and is
an active member of Kadima.
Hannah tutors Shabbat mornings.
Her interests include tennis,
theater, flute and piano, and spend-
ing time with friends. Hannah’s
parents, Philip and Sheril
Gilberstadt, and grandmother,
Mariam Zamansky, are proud of
her accomplishments.

Honor Someone With An
Inscribed Prayer Book

Purchasing a new daily prayer book for
the Leifman Chapel is a great way to
honor a person or event.

Please mail your check for $36 to the
office with the desired wording for a
book plate we will add to the prayer
book. Help the synagogue’s daily min-
yan and get a tax deduction.

Help Available for Alzheimer’s

Caregivers

JFS provides a monthly Caregiver Sup-
port Group for Alzheimer’s caregivers.
The meeting is hosted by Mt Zion at
7pm on the fourth Tuesday of each
month.

Please direct any questions to Chris
Rosenthal at JFS: 651-690-8920

Men’s Club Menschens -

January, 2011
By Hugh Gitin-Mends Cl ub

Events

Our next event is Dinner with the Rabbi
on January 18 at the Crystal Garden,
4711 Hiawatha Ave., Minneapolis, at
7:00 PM. RSVP to Hugh or via The
Men’s Club Facebook page. We also
have two programs on February 6: the
World Wide Wrap in the morning and
the Super Bowl Party in the late after-
noon. Future programs may include a
Timberwolves game, beer and winemak-
ing, and Running with the Rabbi.

Men’s Club Shabbat

Men’s Club Shabbat is April 8-9, 2011.
Matt Clark is coordinating participation.
To reserve your part in the service, call

Matt at 651-230-3723, or email him at
mclark613@gmail.com.

Purchase a Sukkah Panel

Make a lasting physical contribution to
the Temple, with the purchase of a
panel for the new Temple Sukkah. After
last year’s tragic implosion, Men’s Club
is taking on the challenge of raising
funds for a new Sukkah in a new
location. The new Sukkah is a modern
modular design consisting of 72 panels;
each panel is looking for a $100 spon-
sor. There are fewer than 30 panels
available. George Bier is the fund
raising chairman and can be contacted
at 651-690-1979 or via email
(george@thebierfamily.com).

Membership Drive

| urge all males 18 and over to join us in
the Men’s Club. Dues envelopes are
available in the Leifman Chapel. We are
only as strong as our membership.

Sponsor a Breakfast

Opportunities for sponsorship of Sunday
morning minyan breakfast are available.
For information, call Morrie Katz at 651-
698-1479.

Facebook Page

The Temple of Aaron Men’s Club is now
on Facebook. Check out our page and
like us.

If anyone has questions about any of
our activities, feel free to call Hugh at
651-470-1694 or email at
hughsterg@aol.com.

We Are Providing

P rQ'&IinoeequVing Option

Our new online giving feature with Pay
Pal is operating. You will now be able to
make a donation at your convenience to
a fund category. We will send a card to
the desired person/family.

Please note you already have the confi-
dential option to telephone Business
Manager Shelley Diamond and make a
donation on your credit card.

Please try our new option on our web-
site and share your feedback.

We Have Upgraded Our
Kaplan Bride’s Room

Families celebrating August and
September weddings were thrilled
with the beautiful and functional
room after our July, 2010 upgrade.

We need help repaying the zero
interest loans.

Please consider supporting this
project by making donations ($18
to $1,800) to the Bride’'s Room
Fund. If convenient, we will place
the pledge on your monthly state-
ment or on your VISA card.

Shabbat Babysitting Each
Week In Jacob Locke
Preschool Center

Enjoy the Friday and Saturday services
while your child 8-years-old or under has
expert supervision.

We Feature Metropolitan
Male Choir January 14, 2011

The dynamic local voices will enhance
our Shabbat service and honor

Dr. Martin Luther King. This special
program will again be underwritten by
Barbara Kaster to honor the memory of
her husband Cy who served as the
catalyst to recruit this talented Choir.

We Are Lucky to Have
Our Advertisers —

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM!




Remembering Boy Scout

Troop 53
by Daniel Hertz

Did you know that the Temple of Aaron
had a registered Boy Scout troop for
over 50 years (1928-1979), according
to the Northern Star Council? It is an
important part of the Temple of Aaron
youth activities history. During my time
of involvement from 1969-1972 we had
about 30 members with weekly meet-
ings, quarterly overnight camping and
canoe trips, and weeklong summer
camp excursions at Tomahawk Scout
Reservation in Birch Lake, Wisconsin.
We were served kosher meals at the
summer camp. Merrill Kuller was the
Scoutmaster on my first summer camp
experience. We learned the skills
needed to progress through the ranks
from Tenderfoot up to Eagle, including
first aid skills and service projects. The
troop produced several Eagle Scouts
over the years. Most of all, we made
great friendships and lasting memories
with our fellow scouts. | remember
many of the core members during my
time such as Phillip Finkelstein, Alan
Rivitzky, Michael Brody, Bob Kaufman,
Jim Kaplan, Jeff Kuller, Rich Freeman,
and Doug Gelb, to name a few. By the
time | completed the Eagle Scout
requirements on September 5, 1972,
the Troop had almost disbanded due to
the difficulty of finding a Scoutmaster
and lack of members. Troop 53 was
revived again in 1975 with about 20
members until finally ending in 1979.
Today there are still about 270 active
Jewish Scout Troops in the U.S. (see
http://www.jewishscouting.org/

for more information).

Tuesday Book Club

January 18, 2011
Join us at 6:30pm

Murder on a Kibbutz
Batya Gur

Call Deb Bachrach
With questions:
651-690-4130

Food Shelf Needs Weekly
Help

people of all ages. Food banks need
food and household items (diapers,
tissue & toilet paper, dish soap, dental
floss, deodorant, razors, etc). Bring food
to the synagogue and we will coordinate
pickups with Keystone. Mail us a check
and volunteer Harriet Levy (651-454-
6829) will mail cards for all occasions.
Keystone can stretch your check by pur-
chasing in bulk. Checks also provide
freedom for Keystone to purchase some
perishable items (eggs, juice, meat,
etc.).

You Deserve It

Men’s Club Gathers

at Tavern on Grand

On November 23, over a dozen Men’s
Club members of all ages enjoyed din-
ner and conversation at the Tavern on
Grand as part of the ongoing “Dinner
with the Rabbi” program. Discussions
spanned the gamut from ideas to im-
prove the Men’s Club to the Vikings and
Timberwolves. Our next Dinner with the
Rabbi will be on January 18 at the Crys-
tal Garden in Minneapolis. Join us.

A Temple of Aaron Memorial Plaque assures your family that all of your loved
ones will always be remembered. We will post the newly-purchased plaque
for twelve months in our Shirley Schleiff Greenberg Memorial Alcove.
Thereafter, we post the plaque each year for the yahrzeit which reaffirms

individual dignity.

We mail the yahrzeit notices to family members all over the country and
mention the loved one’s name on the day of the yahrzeit and the evening
prior at our service. We continue to remember the person even if the
remaining family moves from St Paul. The permanency of the memorial
Plague makes sure we reflect about the unique character of the person who

shaped our lives.

The current donation is a tax deductible $1,000. We will design payments
plans and all proceeds are used to operate our daily minyan. Please direct
any questions to Executive Director Ken Agranoff (651-698-8874, ext 106).




We Need Your Vote In March 2011 For Bylaws Updating

At Temple of Aaron, we operate as a
nonprofit corporation

under Minnesota law. Our Bylaws are
the rules by which we govern ourselves
as an organization.

involving considerable research, Board
and member input, debate and
wordsmithing over issues of
Membership, Board size and
composition, officers and

effective governance.

The last comprehensive review and
restatement of the

Bylaws for our synagogue occurred in
1984. An organization’s Bylaws are not

The objective of this Bylaws
restatement is to:

something you want to revisit all the 9 Modernize our rules of governance,
time, but also preserve and reflect our
because they have the force of law, are heritage

a very public 9 Simplify and clarify rules and

document and should stand the test of

time. Nonetheless, organizations easier and more understandable for
change, the environment changes, and members and Board alike

rules of governance should reflect 1 Not be overly legalistic or prescriptive
current practice and needs. unless necessary to comply with a
legal mandate or to avoid liability
Eliminate practices or requirements
that we don’t and won't follow or that
create unnecessary or unreasonable
obligations or burdens

Be more inclusive and trusting
Continue what works, but codify such
longstanding practice in
understandable terms

processes to make governance

On October 19, 2010, the Board of q
Directors of Temple of Aaron completed
a comprehensive review and
restatement of the synagogue’s Bylaws
and voted to call a membership meeting
to approve the restatement. The
Board’s recommendation is the
culmination of a two year process led by
the Governance Committee and

= =

The proposed changes require
membership approval. We will hold a
meeting in March 2011 to obtain
approval by the

membership of the Restated Bylaws.
The Board will provide advance notice
of the meeting and a proxy process to
submit votes “absentee.” Watch for
more details and the official meeting
notice in future editions of the Aaronian
and through the synagogue’s other
communication media.

For more information, consult with
President Michael Saxon, Executive
Director Ken Agranoff, and/or members
of the Governance Committee —

Chair Rhonda Schwartz, Alan Bernick,
Mark Adelman, Cheryl Bier, Nathan
Maki, Julie Sanders, and Andrew Katz.
Special thanks to Member Barry
Gersick, who conducted a legal review
of the proposed Bylaws. You can review
the proposed Bylaws, current Bylaws
and form of proxy required to vote in
advance on the website or contact the
office for copies.

Master Educator Dr. Steven Derfler Will Lead a
Four-Part Series Entitled “From Spice Routes to
Space Age — Patterns of Living in the MidEast”

Sunday Mornings February 13, 20, 27 and March 6

We need to understand “otherness” in order to more fully
understand ourselves and our own identities as the world
grows smaller and interaction with other cultures becomes
essential. Israel’s place in the MidEast is an island within a
“sea” of otherness. It can’t be isolated or understood in a
vacuum — but an overall context. Our understanding of
complex issues in the region can only be comprehended if
we are more familiar with this world.

The Bedouin — Called the “most noble of societies,” this semi-
nomadic lifestyle is centuries-old, yet faces the challenge of
modernity. Low overhead, lots of fresh air, freedom of move-
ment ... sound appealing?

The Communal Environment — The concept of socialism swept
portions of the Middle East, notably Israel, at the end of the

19th Century. The concept of the collective farms, Kibbutzim
and Moshavim, is unique to the region. Do we truly want to
have everything supplied for us?

The Arab city had a mystique all of its own, and for a reason.
This changed with the colonial invasion by European society in

the early 19th Century. Part 2: On the other hand, the Israeli

The City in 2 Parts — Part 1: The notion of city and urban

society is entirely different in the West than in the Mid East. identifying with.

city model is one that westerners feel the most comfortable
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New Year Message from Our Committee Chair, Brian Zaidman

During our centennial year, we celebrated the longevity of our
congregation and its position as a respected institution in St. Paul.
As a religious institution, our goal is to provide services to both our
members and the community at large. The Social Justice committee
is one of the conduits for the members of Temple Of Aaron to reach
out to the broader community, allowing us to put our Jewish ideals
into action.

In recent years, housing has been one of the dominant themes of our social action.
We annually participate in a Habitat for Humanity through Interfaith Builders and we
help staff an overflow homeless shelter. This year, we will also be working with other
community groups to reduce the number of foreclosures in some St. Paul neighbor-
hoods. Homeowners faced with foreclosure need to have accurate information about
their rights, access to competent legal advice, and the knowledge that their neighbors
in St. Paul care about them. In the coming months we will have more detailed
information about how you can participate in this project.

A Jewish Response to the Foreclosure Crisis

The foreclosure crisis in Minnesota has
drained billions of dollars of community
wealth in the form of equity, costly social
stress and dislocation, municipal costs,

m property valties andvbyopepyetaaep. | e |,
During the first half of 2010, Minnesota
has already logged another 13,093 fore-
closures, putting us on course to match
the waotst yganon rpcbrés 2008 , y o u

In the book of Exodus, God issues a stern
warning to hold fast to moral principles in
our financial dealings with each other:

0And i f you | oan

the poor among you, you will not come

after them as a creditor, and you will not
put the bite on them with interest.

And i f you take a
return it at dusk, because that is all they
have to cover themselves, to shelter their
bodies. What else do they have to sleep
in? And if they cry out to me,

| wi || hear ,

The Jewish community is no stranger to
discrimination, socially and financially.
We believe that the biblical injunction to
b e c pursie pustide com@els &s todursue
racial and economic justice and recon-
ciliation alongside our African-American
brothers and sisters in the Twin Cities.

(Ex.22:20-26, trans. Professor Earl
Schwartz, Hamline University & Jewish
Community Action)

Jewish Community
Action is a founding
partner of the new St
Paul Fair Lending Coali-
tion, a coalition of
neighborhood, religious,
ethnic and community
organizations dedicated
to building resident
leadership and power to
hold lenders account-
able. Here are some of
the commitments we
will urge banks to make
in 2011:

Social Justice - AVolunteer Committee

D

November Lunch and Learn

sets tone for 2011

The Social Justice Committee’s Lunch
and Learn on November 20 covered
the topic that is the major focus of
their efforts for the year 2011. Dave
Snyder of Jewish Community Action
and Ron Elwood, Staff Attorney for the
Legal Services Advocacy Project, both
addressed the topic of Foreclosure
Prevention in St. Paul and how our
congregation can work with JCA and
other allies in the community to assist
homeowners in preventing foreclosure
on their homes. The discussion was
lively and informative and will con-
tinue in various forums in the months
to come.

ﬁa e Snyder (center) spoke at
ovember Lunch and Learn regard-
ing the Foreclosure issue in St. Paul.

A decision-making contact with the
power to quickly grant sustainable,
permanent modifications and to
explain and reverse rejections in the
face of compelling evidence.

The creation of a $300,000 hardship
and recovery fund jointly administered
by lender and community
representatives, available as $5,000-
$10,000 grants to qualifying tenants,
homeowners and landlords in Henne-
pin and Ramsey counties.

A commitment to ongoing dialogue
about future fair lending commit-
ments.

For more information, contact Vic Rosen-
thal at vic@jewishcommunityaction.org.
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Bar Mitzvah

Ean Frederick Katz, son of Michelle and David Katz, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday,
January 29, 2011.

Ean is in the seventh grade at Dakota Hills Middle School, where he participates in basketball.
He also enjoys playing baseball, football, video games and socializing with friends.

He is a member of Temple of Aaron Kadima.

Ean has designated the Minnesota Valley Animal Humane society for his Tzedaka contribution.
Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Ean’s grandparents, Ricky and Diane
Smookler, and Nathan and Toby Katz.
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