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Rabbi Emeritus Bernard S. Raskas (of blessed memory), who 

passed away June 12, 2010, was the epitome of a Mensch, 

both for Temple of Aaron and the 

wider Jewish and general community. 

While his rabbinic scholarship, gifted 

writing and admired ecumenical out-

reaches are well known, first and 

foremost he touched our lives with 

support and counsel amidst all our 

simchas and sorrows.  

 

Rabbi Raskas served Temple of 

Aaron from 1951 through the middle 

of 1989. During those years, his 

leadership helped our congregation 

double in size and our building on 

Mississippi River Boulevard was  

constructed with substantial input of 

his artistic, creative and rabbinic  

capabilities. During his time with us, 

he brought innovation, excitement 

and interest to religious services, 

creating new expressions for Jewish 

liturgy and synagogue life, and he 

applied his creativity to adult Jewish 

education. A prolific writer, he was 

the author of several books, as well 

as booklets about spirituality, and 

countless articles to Jewish and non-

Jewish publications on topics ranging 

from anthropology and mental health 

to homosexuality and baseball.  

 

Throughout his lifetime, Rabbi Raskas was a passionate 

spokesperson for Israel, Ethiopian Jews, resettlement of  

Soviet Jews, drug awareness, rights of women and minorities, 

people with disabilities, ecumenical dialogue and local, na-

tional and international Jewish communities.  

 

To enhance his commitment to Israel and Jews, Rabbi 

Raskas traveled the world visiting Jewish communities and 

was enthralled by their distinctive art. His Judaica acquisi-

tions from those trips beautify our synagogue in the hallway 

display cases. He also spent summers in Israel re-connecting 

with our ancient homeland and appre-

ciating its diversity.  

 

His enthusiasm, creativity, love of peo-

ple and gift for scholarship continued 

until his passing. In recent years, he 

provided exceptional leadership and 

creative approaches to Temple of 

Aaron’s 50 Year Jubilee celebration. 

That wise guidance included detailed 

analysis and follow-through for signifi-

cant programs as well as fundraising.  

 

Rabbi Raskas also became deeply 

involved with the new Sholom Home 

East building process. His creativity 

led to a more colorful, more uplifting 

interior design throughout the build-

ing, and his insight added design ele-

ments for the chapel, including the 

stained glass windows and art.  

 

With heavy hearts but uplifted spirits, 

we say shalom to our scholar, teacher, 

counselor, leader, art expert, story-

teller, friend and Mensch.  

 

Rabbi Raskas was preceded in death 

by his loving wife, Laeh H. Raskas.  

He is survived by his children, Hillel Raskas, Eve and Steve 

Kafitz, David Raskas and Milo Mortenson; and grandchildren, 

Micah and Zach Kafitz, Shoshana, Ezra and Gabriel Raskas. 

 

Services were held at Temple of Aaron on Monday, June 14, 

2010. Interment at Mount of Olives Cemetery, Jerusalem, 

Israel, next to Laeh Raskas. Rabbi’s hope was for everyone to 

perform a quiet mitzvah to honor his memory. 

 

Memorials are preferred to Temple of Aaron Synagogue, 

United Jewish Fund and Council, or Macalester College. 

Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas: Warmth, Kindness and Wisdom at  

Temple of Aaron for 38 Years and A Lifetime for the Community  

 

Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas 
March 2, 1924 — June 12, 2010 



There is a well-worn Rabbinic story that 

has been on my mind since Rabbi 

Raskas’ passing. It tells of a place 

where people are fed and content as 

they share a meal at tables laden with 

food. What makes this amazing is that 

the people eating do not have elbows, 

and are thus unable to feed them-

selves. They only way they eat is to feed 

each other. Quite literally, the only way 

they can survive is by giving nourish-

ment to their neighbors. Every commu-

nity is sustained by the willingness of its 

members to support and care for each 

other.  
 

The Temple of Aaron is blessed to have 

many people who give of their time, 

energy and skills to sustain the commu-

nity. Thank you to Jodi Saltzman who 

worked with our students and teachers 

for two school years, and Wendy Good-

man-Hemingway who helped us clarify 

our curriculum, and lead our youth 

group over this past year. Please see 

more detailed articles about both in this 

month’s Aaronion. As we transition to a 

different staffing model for the religious 

school, I want to thank the members of 

the search and Youth and Education 

Services committees and the teachers 

and youth group members who partici-

pated in the extensive interview proc-

ess.  
 

Thank you to everyone who helps nur-

ture the Temple of Aaron.  
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From the Rabbi’s Desk . . .  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Building a True Community  

Concern vs. Worry in Our Bright Future  
 

Temple of Aaron has balanced concern and worry since its 

founding in 1910. We started our move away from ortho-

doxy by recognizing core values, acknowledging changing 

outside realities for 100 years, and continually matching the 

values with the evolving needs of our members and our 

community.  

 

Temple of Aaron has regularly faced concerns with wise  

strategic planning during each decade of our existence. 

Jews have survived and thrived for centuries of accomplish-

ment and hardship. Synagogue leadership working closely 

with clergy and staff have successfully emphasized sound 

planning while directly dealing with concerns, thus minimiz-

ing excessive worry.  

 

Everyone wants young Jews to feel connected and support 

the wonderful Jewish institutions that enrich our community. 

Each generation participates in a different manner and 

there is one constant: people respond well to direct contact 

from other people in forming relationships. The personal 

touch must be pursued for success and President Michael 

Saxon has made this effort a priority.  

 

It is prudent to be concerned with changing worship prac-

tices, demographics, geographic separation, and finances. 

Temple of Aaron will continue to study its history, deal with 

the present and anticipate future trends to meet the needs 

for members of all ages. Change is inevitable and guided 

coordinated evolutionary change will prove beneficial for all 

of us. Get involved and help make Temple of Aaron even 

more special in our next 100 years. 

NER TAMID  2010  

AWARD WINNERS  ANNOUNCED  
 

The Keruv Committee is pleased to announce that, upon a 

unanimous vote by the Temple of Aaron Board of Directors on 

June 17, the following people will be honored as Ner Tamid 

Award recipients this year:  
 

— Betty Agranoff  

— Lynne Bell  

— Shirley Grobovsky  

— Inge Hirschhorn  

— Matzie Miller  
 

As previously announced, the multiple Ner Tamid award  

winners in 2010 are a part of the Centennial Year celebration. 

This year’s awards underscore the importance of volunteerism 

to the continued growth and success of Temple of Aaron. 

Watch for more about this year’s winners in the August bulletin 

— and make plans to be present at Selichot on the evening of 

Sept. 4, 2010 when each will be honored.  

High Holyday Services – Important Changes 
Board Listens and Unites Membership 

Our Board of Directors has monitored High Holyday attendance 

patterns and reviewed feedback for the past five years. Based 

on that information, the Board recently voted to provide one 

adult service on the first day of Rosh Hashanah (Sept. 9, 

2010) and one adult service for Kol Nidre (Sept. 17, 2010). 

Our High Holyday Task Force will provide helpful details during 

the next two months so that service logistics run smoothly. 

Please watch for announcements of those details, such as 

service times, parking arrangements, seating preferences and 

babysitting. We will be one united community for most of the 

High Holyday services. However, on Yom Kippur Day (Sept. 18, 

2010) we will provide two adult services to accommodate  

everyone who would like to join us for communal prayer. 
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Cantor’s Column 

This is usually the time that people are 

enjoying or looking toward their summer 

vacations, going to a nice place or relax-

ing with your family or just enjoying the 

weather outside. I am deep in thought 

about the High Holydays in July.  
 

The High Holyday liturgy is complex in 

many ways. The Nusach or the way in 

which you daven a certain prayer is 

changed dramatically. There is even a 

unique trope in which the Torah is 

chanted. The complex nature of the High 

Holydays is one that requires yearly 

study. Every summer for the last 25 

years I begin looking over the choral 

pieces and solo cantor parts to see what 

new perspective I can bring to the com-

ing service. For me, this time of year is 

the most exciting.  
 

 

To prepare for the High Holydays as your 

cantor requires both a spiritual and 

physical discipline. Very few people real-

ize the amount of physicality that it takes 

to sing for hours on end. I begin training 

by biking, running and lifting weights. I do 

this so that I can have as much strength 

as possible, especially for Yom Kippur. 

The demands of my position are very 

rigorous and require one to do all that 

they can to be ready for it.  
 

Will you be ready for it? Will you look at 

your life and find the glass half full? Will 

you be ready to talk to God and take ac-

count for the past year? We all have 

many things to be thankful for. And at the 

same time, we all have our struggles 

each year.  
 

It is my hope and prayer that each and 

every one of us use the summertime to 

get ready spiritually and physically so 

that this year can be a very enriching 

one. Let us all take stock of our lives and 

realize that God has given us an opportu-

nity to truly make a difference. Not just 

with our own lives, but in the lives of all 

that we love and know.  

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Get Ready: Summer Time Is Training Time 

 

 

JULY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

 מזל טוב

 

 10 Jennifer Hall-Lande  

  and Jeff Lande  

 15 Michelle and David Katz 

 15 Cristiana Giordano  

  and David Kristal  

 45 Arlene and Howard Kurs  

 53 Tanya and Isaak Soroka 

 54 Lois and Larry Schochet 

 55  Eileen and Ken Shaller  

 58  Harriet and Arnold Usem 

 61  Estelle and Bob Baldinger  

Jodi Saltzman recently completed her 

project helping the synagogue through 

two productive school years. We re-

cruited her to help support the various 

school programs by job sharing with 

retired Director of Youth Services Wendy 

Goodman.  

 

Jodi accepted the challenge and exhib-

ited dedication, professionalism, com-

passion and flexibility. No two weeks 

were the same as students, teachers, 

staff and reality all combined to make it 

an exciting fulfilling project. Jodi has 

earned our respect and admiration for 

her diligent work during a challenging 

time in our 100 year history.  

 

Her quiet work behind the scenes paved 

the way for a very successful and emo-

tional May weekend honoring Wendy’s 

17 years of service.  

Saltzman Completes Two Year Project  

Jodi Saltzman 



All par 3 holes will host 
Hole-in-One giveaway with a 

new FORD FUSION! 
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Invest in USCJ 
 

A group of synagogues joined to-

gether in the early 1900s to create a 

national association of synagogues 

throughout North America supporting 

the Conservative Movement. The 

United Synagogue for Conservative 

Judaism served as a general body to 

share concerns and develop solu-

tions. The USCJ helps with searches 

for clergy and other key personnel. 

They also share program banks, fund-

raising ideas, and host regional, na-

tional and international USY pro-

grams. USCJ has a presence in Israel 

and encourages visits there for pleas-

ure and study. Each year each Temple 

of Aaron member has an opportunity 

to support the work of the national 

association and the fee appears on 

the June statement. We welcome and 

need your financial support.  

Men’s Club Menschens 
 

I have been asked by people at the Temple, “Why should I join the Men’s Club?” 

There are 2 basic tenets of the Men’s Club. They are: 1) service to the Temple of 

Aaron and 2) brotherhood. The service element consists of flipping pancakes at the 

annual Pancake Breakfast, erecting the congregational Sukkah, making latkes at 

the annual Hanukkah Party, assisting on set-building for the annual USY play, mak-

ing a contribution to the scholarship fund, coordinating the Sunday morning minyan 

breakfast, and sponsoring the Super Bowl party, summer picnic, and fall campfire. 

Brotherhood includes the fun of doing the service projects and “Guys’ Night Out” 

programs. The more members we have, the more programming ideas we have, and 

we can do more effective service for the Temple. The goal of the Men’s Club board 

in the next 2 years is to broaden the membership of the Men’s Club, both in age 

and interest. We are looking for a program to do in October, if anyone has ideas, 

call me at 651-470-1694 or email me at hughsterg@aol.com. 

 

The next two Guys’ Night Outs will be Karaoke Night July 14 at the Fink Youth 

Lounge, and Dinner with the Rabbi in August.  September will bring flipping pan-

cakes at the Pancake Breakfast, and putting up our brand new Sukkah. In October, 

in addition to a Guys’ Night Out, we will also have our annual Havdalah & Campfire. 

 

Also, don’t forget the annual Congregational Picnic on July 25. This event doesn’t 

just happen, we need the help of the Men’s Club membership to help get food and 

beverages, set up and tear down. If you want to help, call or email me. 

 

In the August Aaronian, we will announce a way you can participate in putting up 

the Sukkah without any physical effort by dedicating a panel of our new Sukkah 

(made to stand Minnesota fall weather). We will also have our annual dues notices 

in the August billing. I encourage all males 18 and older to join, as we are only as 

strong as our membership. 

 

As always, if you want to sponsor a Sunday morning breakfast, call Morrie Katz at 

651-698-1479. 

 

— Hugh Gitlin, Men’s Club President 

Todah rabah to . . .   

Sisterhood Gift Shop  

Volunteers: 
Marcia Taple, chair person  

Etta Lambright, treasurer 

Workers: 

Phyllis Brody, Loretta Cohen, Linda 

Eisenstadt, Elaine (“Sis”) Goren, 

Marcella Kahn, Connie Katz, Susan 

Kushner, Mindy & Seymour (“Brook”) 

Leventhal, Barbara Pogoler, Gail 

Rosenberg, Margie Schneider, Sue 

Schwartz, Ryvelle Tilsner  

 

Wish List for  

Sisterhood:    
 

Gift Shop is in need of 

two new or gently used 

showcases.  

Pictured is Anna Glassman-

Kaufman, an eighth grade gradu-

ate of the Amos and Celia Heilicher 

Minneapolis Jewish Day School. 
 

For more information:  

952-381-3566 or  

apayton@HeilicherJDS.org 

 

We have also requested photos 

from St Paul Talmud Torah Day 

School graduates.  

8th Grade Graduate 
 

 

Men’s Club President  

Hugh Gitlin Bikes for MS  

in Honor of:  

Wendy Goodman  
 

All the details to support Hugh’s  

Bike MS: Star Tribune TRAM Ride 2010 

in July are on our website:  
 

www.templeofaaron.org 



MEMORY AND MARTYRDOM 
St. Paul Tisha B’av Program 

Hosted by the Temple of Aaron 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, July 19, 2010 (Erev Tisha Bôav) 

 

8:30 pm Preliminary Learning  
led by Rabbi Barry Cytron 

 

The 9th of Av is given over to remembrance of loss and grief. For many, the day  

recalls not only the destructions of the sanctuary in Jerusalem long ago, but more 

recent devastations, including the Shoah. In preparation for the evening reading of 

Lamentations (Eicha), we will jointly study a prayer that commemorates the Holo-

caust and the ways this signal poem shapes our communal memories and lives. 
 

9:00 pm Service 
led by members of Mount Zion,  

Beth Jacob and Temple of Aaron 
 

Temple of Aaron, 616 South Mississippi River Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55116 
 

For more information, please call the Temple of Aaron office at 651-698-8874. 
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Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 

Tracey remembers visiting the Temple of 

Aaron throughout her childhood (her 

extended family were and continue to be 

members). “My very first Torah Aliyah 

(and technically my Bat Mitzvah) was 

during my cousin’s Bar Mitzvah here 34 

years ago, and enjoying the energy and 

bustle of this congregation kept me 

here.” 

   

In 1993, Ken Agranoff and Tracey were 

married at the Temple of Aaron and  

almost immediately thereafter she  

became the Amanut Director for the 

Temple of Aaron Religious School where 

she has worked for the last 17 years 

along side Wendy Goodman and Wendy 

Baldinger in developing progressive, 

engaging and fun programming to  

enhance our Sunday School education 

curriculum. 

  

During the 17 years at the Temple, Ken 

& Tracey have had two daughters — 

Samantha & Jessica  — who celebrated 

their B’not Mitzvah Labor Day weekend 

2009 and continue to be active partici-

pants in the religious school as well as 

working towards their Golden Kippot.  

 

At the urging of Wendy Goodman, Tracey 

became an internationally published 

author, writing “Kids Love Jewish Holiday 

Crafts,” a compilation of crafts and 

learning activities that she had created 

for our religious school students. Tracey 

also participates with our clergy on  

various Holyday and theme programs 

and has been a part of our Strategic 

Planning work. 

  

The many social connections she has 

made at the Temple have allowed her to 

become involved in the greater commu-

nity through NCJW: “I was encouraged 

and supported in helping to develop and 

implement two award-winning commu-

nity service programs with them and 

continue to serve on their Board of  

Directors.”  

 

“It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to 

be a member of this wonderful commu-

nity and I look forward to working with 

our committees and clergy in the contin-

ued growth and development of our reli-

gious school programs as well as enjoy-

ing and participating in other areas that 

will help and support our community.”  

 

We truly appreciate and are honored 

that we have Tracey to help us with the 

youth artistic programs as she helps our 

kids enjoy their education through crea-

tive learning.   

 

Thank you, Tracey!  

 — Jim Leventhal  

Tracey Cass Agranoff 

We are proud to announce Michael and Joanne Silverman 

have made a pledge to our new endowment fund. 

 

Centennial Fundraising Chair Marilyn Smith complimented the 

Silvermans on their willingness over the years to strengthen 

the synagogue and the broader Jewish community in so many 

ways. Their parents, Sherman W. and Ruth Gordon, and Harry 

and Addie Silverman, were active synagogue members.  

Sustaining tradition is a hallmark of Judaism. President  

Michael Saxon reinforced the value of the gift and said, 

“Planning for the future of our youngest generation by creating 

a cantorial chair is a marvelous step.”  

 

Cantor Kowitz has provided dedicated service to our commu-

nity for over twenty years. One distinctive feature is his time 

commitment to train bar/bat mitzvah students one-on-one for 

seven to 11 months. Two of their grandchildren, Sophie and 

Jeremy Burton, have celebrated meaningful bar/bat mitzvahs 

over the past decade. They expressed great admiration for the 

work done by Cantor Kowitz and for the strong foundation built 

by the synagogue.  

 

The Silvermans are honoring their parents, children and grand-

children by supporting this new cantorial endowment with the 

hope that the Temple of Aaron will continue challenging and 

supporting young students as they approach the bar/bat  

mitzvah lifecycle event. Their investment is a great compliment 

to the special program design that Temple of Aaron has with 

its allocation of clergy time.  

 

Michael and Joanne expressed great satisfaction in following 

the lead of Marty & Esther Capp and Dean & Marilyn Green-

berg with this Centennial endowment project. Our Jewish  

future has always revolved around our children. American  

society is rapidly evolving. Our challenge is to provide quality 

programs to attract, retain and impact our children, while 

building a strong financial foundation.  

 

We will continue contacting members about this promising 

opportunity. You can make a gift now by contacting Marilyn 

Smith or Executive Director Ken Agranoff through the office. 

Our future is bright and your financial support following the 

lead of Michael and Joanne will shine a distinctive light on 

Temple of Aaron.  

Silverman Family Steps Forward for New Centennial Cantor Chair Endowment  



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
May 2010   Iyar-Sivan 5770 

Agranoff, Betty 

Amnuel, Miryam 

Amnuel, Alexander 

Appelbaum, Sally 

Axelrod, Semyon & Lydia 

Bar, Gitya 

Bates, Tom 

Berde, Doris & family 

Binkin, Vladimir & Bella 

Blumenfeld, Sam 

Bookspan, Bonnie & family 

Braginsky, Isya 

Calmenson, Beverly 

Divine, Arne & Rae 

Eisenstadt, Larry & Linda 

Eisenstadt, Samuel 

Engelson, Rhoda & Gene 

Esrig, Evelyn 

Feldman, Kayleen & Ben 

Fiedelman, Eileen Sweet 

Fridman, Alla & Vlad 

Garelick, Eileen 

Goldberg, Sharleen 

Goldetsky, Celia 

Goldman, Darlene 

Goldman, Arnie 

Graham, Esther 

Grinberg, Elena 

Gurstelle, Alice 

Hirsekorn, Fred & Barbara 

Horowitz, Leonard  

    & Marilyn 

Jerson, Sid & Francine 

Kahn, James & Marcella 

Kamin, Evelyn & Mel 

Kaplan, Burleigh 

Kaplan, Steve 

Katz, Chelle & Leon 

Khaskin, Iosif 

Klein, Gary & Marion 

Krasnow, Brian 

Krawetz, Leah 

Leibman, Jack E. 

Lerman, Bill & Mary 

Levey, Sylvia 

Leyderman, Roman 

Liebman, Arnold 

Lifson, Helen & Ron 

Lyons, Stephen & Patty 

Mack, Ellen 

Mastbaum, Millie 

Miller, Ann H. 

Paper, Steven 

Pieser, Ben & Vicki 

Pogoler, Andrew 

Rosner, Sue & Dave 

Rubin, Paula 

Rutzick, Sherman 

Sevak, Delia & family 

Shear, Rita 

Sherlin, Nataly 

Skadron, Nancy & Stan 

Sloane, Sylvia 

Smith, Marilyn 

Snigir, Mira 

Stillman, Tom & Sue 

Strickon, Beryl 

Supornick, Edith 

Swartz, Helen & Don 

Swartz, Susie 

Vigdorovich, Leopold 

Vinnik, Val & Luda 

Vizelman, Lyudmila  

    & Mikhail 

Vysotskaya, Lyudmila 

Watchman, Clara 

Weinberg, Idele 

Spring is a good time for sprucing up our homes so some of our members looked to do a 

little updating and repairing of some items in our Sanctuary. The Hazzan’s pulpit is an area 

used often and by many of us, so it is natural for fabrics to show some wear and tear. In 

keeping with the spirit of commemorating the anniversary of the Hazzan and to honor the 

beautiful needlework of Barbara Gitlin, the artwork has been cleaned, the pulpit top fabric 

has been replaced and new plexiglass has been cut to protect it. Also, a well-loved Torah 

cover has been repaired and the stitching on it is now sound. 
 

Thanks to Catherine Wheaton, Nancy Lane and Sue Rosner! 
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Lillian Leafman  
Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas  

Philip Rothenberg  

 

Save Pressure, Plan Ahead 
Select your cemetery graves by  

scheduling a 15-minute meeting with 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff,  

651-698-8874 x106, to review  

options, locations and financial  

information. 

 ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . .  to Jenna Zark for donating toys for our Locke Pre-school/Shabbat Babysitting Room. 

. . .  to Delia Sevak, Burt Katz and Betty Agranoff for labeling over 1,000 June Aaronions 

for local members and those living around the USA. 

. . . to Cantor Kowitz’s Honoring Weekend bakers: Beryl Berke, Nancy Lane, Carla Miller, 

Amy Miller-Stern, Ron Miller (challah), Janice Lazarus, Ann Rae Sanderson, Barbara 

Kaster, Sally Orren, Eileen Garelick, Fran Rosen, Paula Schraber, June Margolis, Martha 

Gulner, Doris Rubenstein, Marsha Schwartz, Betty Agranoff, Lori Marks, Esther Kaufman, 

Marie Kowitz, Becca Kvasnik, Polly Saxon, Jodi Saltzman, Vivian Bernick, Christy Baldinger, 

Sis Goren, Etta Lambright, Helen Lifson, Jo Portnoy, Sue Schwartz, Layne Rosen, Beth Bal-

linger, Barbara Gitlin, Haddie Derechin, Helayne Berke-Donahue, Rita Butwin, Sally Lorber-

baum, Mindy Leventhal, Deb Bachrach, Marcia Taple, Mariam Zamansky, Helen Smith, 

Peggy Denenholz, Elaine Adelman, and Lisa Bernick.  

Making Great Progress 

on Personnel Searches  
 

President Michael Saxon is 

pleased to announce that 

Search Committees have been 

working very diligently during 

May and June. They have  

received applications from 

qualified candidates all over 

the USA, conducted telephone 

interviews and scheduled face-

to-face interviews with the high-

est qualified candidates. At the 

time we printed this issue, we 

have not yet hired a new  

Principal or Youth Director.  

We have a good cross-section 

of members with clergy and 

senior staff interviewing and 

meeting the candidates.  
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Sisterhood News 
Rosh Hashanah Fundraiser — Wish your Temple of Aaron family a Happy and Sweet 

New Year in this fall’s Aaronion for only $10. Send your $10 check, payable to Tem-

ple of Aaron Sisterhood, by July 28 to Shari Lowenthal, 1582 Hollywood Court, Falcon 

Heights, MN 55108 and indicate how you would like your name to appear in the Sep-

tember Aaronion. It’s a great way to start the new year by giving to others. Any ques-

tions, call Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030.  

*       *       *       * 

Book Club — Meets on the third Sunday of the month at The Highland Café and Bak-

ery in Highland Park at 10:00 a.m. to discuss the latest read. To find out what the 

group is reading or for any other questions, call Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658) or Anna 

Specktor (651-454-4612).  

*       *       *       * 

Knitting Club — This group meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Temple Library. All levels are encouraged to come to chat and learn. Bring your own 

needles and yarn. Feel free to come and crochet if that is your preference. Ques-

tions? Call Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.  

*       *       *       * 

Giftshop SALE — 20% off all merchandise, regular and items already on sale, except 

books (10% off) and tefillin/mezuzot parchment (no discount). This sale began on 

June 1 and continues throughout the summer. Can’t get here during regular hours? 

Special appointments can be made. Questions? Call the Giftshop at 651-699-9192.  

*       *       *       * 

Building Fund Cards are always available for all occasions. Using these multi-purpose 

cards directly benefits our beautiful building and they are only a phone call away.  

NO shopping and no runs to the post office. Questions? Call Janet Gordon at  

651-698-8809 or Sis Goren at 651-686-04.  

 

MINNESOTA  

FOOD SHARE 
 

Imagine if  

EVERY  

Minnesotan  

shared with their  

local shelf. 

— 

Mail checks or  

drop off food 

EVERY MONTH. 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

Sale   

June 1 - Sept. 3!  

Regular Merchandise  
Discounted* 
BOOKS 10% 

All Other Merchandise:  
                   Discount 
 

 

Sale Merchandise  
Take an Additional 20% 

*Exceptions: Tefillan &  

Mezzuzah Scrolls 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9-Noon/Tuesday 10-2 

Wednesday 10-1  

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple, 651-688-3030 

20% 

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651-698-8874 
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv.  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst.   107 

  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst.  100 

  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr.  110 

  Ken Agranoff, Exec. Dir.  106 

  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup.  121 
We thank Wendy Goodman Hemingway 

for the past year as one of our three 

Directors of Youth Services. Wendy 

joined us in the summer of 2009 to  

refine aspects of our curriculum to  

advance our school programs. She 

worked throughout the year as our 

youth director, encouraging our teens  

to formalize synagogue friendships,  

regional friendships, work on social  

justice programs and develop leader-

ship skills. We wish her luck seeking 

new career opportunities fully utilizing 

her range of skills and experiences.  

Todah Rabah  
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Camp Ramah in Wisconsin — 

two great opportunities to 

visit this summer!  
 

Ta’am Ramah —  

Taste of Ramah: July 25-26  

This is an opportunity for families with 

children currently in 3rd - 5th grade to 

get a taste of camp first hand. Spend 

the day at camp seeing the activities 

and meeting our staff. Get an inside 

look at camp in action!  

 

Family Camp: August 11-15  

Enjoy a stress-free vacation relaxing in 

the beautiful Northwoods at Ramah 

Wisconsin with your family! Children and 

adults will participate in fun-filled camp 

activities led by our fabulous Ramah 

Wisconsin staff. Do you like kayaking 

and sailing? Arts and music? Ropes 

course thrills? Basketball, softball, vol-

leyball and tennis? Singing around the 

campfire? You’ll enjoy all this and a 

beautiful Ramah Shabbat. Don’t miss 

the opportunity to share this fun vaca-

tion with your family!  

 

For more information on these pro-

grams, visit www.ramahwisconsin.com 

and click on Family Camp/Ta’am 

Ramah or contact Robin Rubenstein at 

rrubenstein@ramahwisconsin.com or 

312-265-6653. 

HAZAK Attends Minnesota Centennial Showboat  

”Triumph of Love” by Marivaux.  
Tuesday, July 27 at 8:00 p.m. — Harriet Island  

Punctuated by the Showboat’s signature Vaudeville-style musical interludes, this 

noble adventure of concealed identities, confused affairs, and one confounded love 

triangle is sure to be the crowning glory of your summer!  

Cost: $25.00 — If interested, contact Margie Schneider, 7381jbs@comcast.net    

or 651 698-4358. 

Learning Lessons & Building 

Ties to Sholom Home  
 

Our students regularly visited Sholom 

Home East during the 2009-2010 

school year. Several students developed 

close bonds with resident and syna-

gogue member Phil Rothenberg who 

died in May. Three of our students 

(Rachel Haim, Shelly Kowitz and Rachel 

Lerman) displayed the affection, matur-

ity and respect to attend his shivah at 

the Shaller Family Campus. This act is a 

positive credit to our school’s values, 

emphasis of multiple teachers, parental 

support, and wise choices by our young 

Jewish adults. 

 

Brad and Marla Shaw of Minneapolis 

have the pleasure of announcing the 

upcoming marriage of their daughter 

Randall (Randi) Jeanette Shaw to 

Benjamin Isaac Steingold, son of 

Andy Steingold and Susan Ziman of 

South Carolina. 

 

Randi and Ben met in Israel on a 

Birthright trip. 

 

Randi is a graduate of the Art Insti-

tute International in Minneapolis 

with a Bachelor of Science in Interior 

Design. Ben is a graduate of Ham-

line University with a major in Psy-

chology and a minor in Religion. 

 

Randi and Ben will unite in marriage 

Sunday, the eighth of August. Cere-

mony will take place at 2:30 PM in 

the afternoon at Temple of Aaron. 

Wedding Plans 

School Plans for 2010-2011  
 

Interim Principal Wendy Oskey has con-

ducted numerous individual meetings 

with our dedicated faculty to identify 

and maintain programmatic strengths. 

They have also mentioned gaps so we 

can make improvements.  

 

She is working closely with Toddler/

Parent teacher Margie Schneider to 

recruit toddlers to prepare for our 

healthy future. 

  

We have completed the majority of  

student re-enrollment. Please tell your 

friends and neighbors who are not affili-

ated or registered for school that we 

have a wonderful set of programs. 

Teachers and clergy provide life lessons 

for Jewish ethics, values, history and a 

place to create and solidify Jewish 

friends and relationships. We challenge 

students to see the big picture and their 

roles in making this a better world.  
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Social Justice 

Health Care: Right or Privilege? 
 

Join us on July 17 for a lunch and learn to hear from the Rabbi about 

what our Jewish text has to say about access to health care and related 

ethical issues. A panel of speakers from the health care system will be 

sharing their perspectives on some of the issues listed below. All of us 

are affected by the health care system. Please come and share your 

health care story and perspective following services. RSVP by calling the 

Temple of Aaron office at 651-698-8874. 

 

Moses Maimonides, the great 12th century Jewish philosopher and phy-

sician, listed health care as the most important communal service that a 

city had to offer to its residents. (Mishnah Torah, Sefer Hamadda IV:23).   

In the Shulchan Aruch, a codification of Jewish law, doctors are required 

to reduce their rates for poor patients, and, where that is not sufficient, 

communal subsidies are to be used. 

 

But what does this mean today? On the national front, 2010 will be  

remembered as the year the US Congress passed the first major over-

haul of the nation’s health care system in more than a generation.    

While this major reform was supported by many in the country, there 

were also many who opposed what they believe is the government take-

over of the health care system. For many, this is the debate over the 

proper role of government in making sure that certain services or pro-

grams are available to the American people.  Since the mid-1960s, with 

the passage of Medicare and Medicaid, the elderly, disabled and many of 

the nation’s poorest people have had their health care covered through 

these government programs. Most of the rest of the country receives 

their health care through their employers. 

 

What should be the role of the federal and state governments in paying 

for or delivering health care?  

Health Care Hits Home at the 

Temple of Aaron!   
 

This is a story about a nice upper mid-

dle class family that belongs to our 

synagogue. Mom and Dad both have 

good jobs and excellent health insur-

ance through their offices. Their prob-

lem is that they have a 24, soon-to-turn 

25, year-old son who works part time 

and attends college full time. Under 

current rules, upon reaching 25 

years of age he is no longer covered 

under his family’s insurance. 

  

So the young man sees the writing on 

the wall and finds a different job that 

promises health insurance even if he 

only works part time. He signs on only 

to find out that he missed open enroll-

ment by two weeks and will have to go 

without health insurance for a whole 

year. This is normally not a problem for 

a healthy young man. Unfortunately, 

this young man has asthma and is on 

daily medication, none of which are 

generic or inexpensive. Lucky for him 

his mother also has asthma and takes 

similar drugs. So for the next year, they 

share her medications. One day she 

would take her inhaler and pills and 

the next day her son would take her 

inhaler and pills. Neither of them felt 

great but they survived. 

 

In a country as great as ours, is this 

how our citizens should have to live?  

We are the only civilized country with-

out national health insurance for all its 

citizens. If on medication, is it right that 

we have to buy our prescriptions from 

foreign countries to be able to afford 

them? As of today, our young adults 

have to choose between paying the 

rent or having health insurance while 

praying they don’t become ill. This is 

not right! This is not someone else’s 

problem. This is everyone’s prob-

lem!        

  

  — SueEllyn Flynn 

June 10th Nurses’ strike in 

Twin cities  



T
e

m
p

le
 o

f 
A

a
ro

n
 C

a
le

n
d

a
r 

o
f 

E
ve

n
ts

 
Ju

ly
  

2
0

1
0

 
T

a
m

m
u

z
 

- A
v 

  
5
7

7
0 

S
U

N
D

A
Y

 
M

O
N

D
A

Y
 

T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
 

W
E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
 

T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

 
F

R
ID

A
Y

 
S

A
T
U

R
D

A
Y

 

 
 

 
 

1
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
:3

0
 p

m
 T

a
lm

u
d

 C
la

s
s 

7
:3

0
 p

m
 B

ib
le

 C
la

s
s 

2
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

8
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

  C
a
n

d
le

lig
h

ti
n

g
 8

:4
5

p
m 

3
 

9
 a

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

6
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

4
 

9
 a

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

6
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

5
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

7
 p

m
 B

ld
g
. 
c
lo

s
e
s 

6
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

7
 p

m
 B

ld
g
. 
c
lo

s
e
s 

7
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

8
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
:3

0
p

m
 R

it
u

a
l 
C

o
m

m
. 
M

tg
.

 

6
:3

0
 p

m
 T

a
lm

u
d

 C
la

s
s 

7
:3

0
 p

m
 B

ib
le

 C
la

s
s 

9
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

8
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e
 E

S
L 

J
o
rd

a
n
 C

a
s
tl
e
 B

a
r 

M
it
z
v
a

h
 

 C
a
n

d
le

lig
h

ti
n

g
 8

:4
2

p
m 

1
0
 

8
 a

m
 C

o
ff
e
e
 w

/R
a

s
h

i
 

9
 a

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

J
o
rd

a
n
 C

a
s
tl
e
 B

a
r 

M
it
z
v
a

h
 

 6
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

1
1
 

9
 a

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

6
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

1
2
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

7
 p

m
 B

ld
g
. 
c
lo

s
e
s 

1
3
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

7
 p

m
 B

ld
g
. 
c
lo

s
e
s 

1
4
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

7
 
p
m
 
M
e
n
ô
s
 
C
l
u
b
 
ñ
G
u
y
ô
s
 
N
i
g
h
t
 

O
u
t
ò

 

1
5
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
:3

0
 p

m
 T

a
lm

u
d

 C
la

s
s 

7
:3

0
 p

m
 B

ib
le

 C
la

s
s 

1
6
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

8
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

  C
a
n

d
le

lig
h

ti
n

g
 8

:3
8

p
m 

1
7
 

8
 a

m
 C

o
ff
e
e
 w

/R
a

s
h

i
 

9
 a

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

L
u

n
c
h

 n
 L

e
a

rn
: 
S

o
c
ia

l 
J
u

s
ti
c
e
/

H
e
a

lt
h

c
a

re 

6
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

1
8
 

9
 a

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

6
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

1
9
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

C
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
 
T
i
s
h
a
 
B
ô
a
v
 

P
ro

g
ra

m
 8

:3
0
p

m
   

8
:3

0
 p

m
 L

e
a

rn
in

g
 w

it
h

  
  

  
 R

a
b

b
i 
C

y
tr

o
n 

9
p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

 

2
0 

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  T
i
s
h
a
 
B
’
A
v

 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
:3

0
 p

m
 B

o
o
k
 C

lu
b 

8
 p

m
 B

ld
g
. 
c
lo

s
e
s 

2
1
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

2
2
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
:3

0
 p

m
 T

a
lm

u
d

 C
la

s
s 

7
:3

0
 p

m
 B

ib
le

 C
la

s
s 

2
3
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

8
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

  C
a
n

d
le

lig
h

ti
n

g
 8

:3
2

p
m 

2
4
 

8
 a

m
 C

o
ff
e
e
 w

/R
a

s
h

i
 

9
 a

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

6
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

2
5
 

9
 a

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

N
o
o
n
 
M
e
n
ô
s
 
C
l
u
b
 
C
o
n
g
.
 
P
i
c
n
i
c
 

&
 B

B
Q

 

6
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

2
6
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

7
 p

m
 B

ld
g
. 
c
lo

s
e
s 

2
7
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

7
 p

m
 B

ld
g
. 
c
lo

s
e
s 

2
8
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

2
9 

  
  

 7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
 p

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

6
:3

0
 p

m
 S

is
te

rh
o
o
d

 
 

  
  K

n
it
ti
n

g
 G

ro
u

p 

6
:3

0
 p

m
 T

a
lm

u
d

 C
la

s
s 

7
:3

0
 p

m
 B

ib
le

 C
la

s
s 

3
0
 

7
:3

0
 a

m
 M

in
y
a

n 

8
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

  C
a
n

d
le

lig
h

ti
n

g
 8

:2
4

p
m 

3
1
 

8
 a

m
 C

o
ff
e
e
 w

/R
a

s
h

i
 

9
 a

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

6
 p

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e 

F
o

r 
m

o
re

 i
n

fo
rm

a
ti

o
n

 o
n

 t
h

e
s
e

 a
n

d
 o

th
e

r 
e

v
e

n
ts

  

a
n

d
 p

ro
g
ra

m
s
, 

p
le

a
s
e

 v
is

it
 o

u
r 

w
e

b
s
it

e
 a

t 
 

w
w

w
.t

e
m

p
le

o
fa

a
ro

n
.o

rg
 



PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID  
Permit No. 1328 

St. Paul, MN 

Temple of Aaron 
616 S. Mississippi River Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 55116-1099 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

B’not Mitzvah 
Jordan Gregory Castle, son of Robert and Dina Castle, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on July 9 

and 10, 2010. 

    Jordan is in 7th grade at St. Thomas Academy, where he participates in soccer, baseball, 

and Knowledge Bowl. Jordan is a goalie for his Association hockey team. He also enjoys read-

ing, playing golf, skiing, playing the drums, playing video games, and hanging out with friends. 

Jordan is a member of Temple of Aaron Kadima. 

    Jordan has designated Alzheimer’s Foundation for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Jordan’s grandparents, Boris 

and Raisa Simkhovich, and Rich and Betty Castle. 

Jordan Castle 


