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Rabbi Emeritus Bernard S. Raskas (of blessed memory), who 

passed away June 12, 2010, was the epitome of a Mensch, 

both for Temple of Aaron and the 

wider Jewish and general community. 

While his rabbinic scholarship, gifted 

writing and admired ecumenical out-

reaches are well known, first and 

foremost he touched our lives with 

support and counsel amidst all our 

simchas and sorrows.  

 

Rabbi Raskas served Temple of 

Aaron from 1951 through the middle 

of 1989. During those years, his 

leadership helped our congregation 

double in size and our building on 

Mississippi River Boulevard was  

constructed with substantial input of 

his artistic, creative and rabbinic  

capabilities. During his time with us, 

he brought innovation, excitement 

and interest to religious services, 

creating new expressions for Jewish 

liturgy and synagogue life, and he 

applied his creativity to adult Jewish 

education. A prolific writer, he was 

the author of several books, as well 

as booklets about spirituality, and 

countless articles to Jewish and non-

Jewish publications on topics ranging 

from anthropology and mental health 

to homosexuality and baseball.  

 

Throughout his lifetime, Rabbi Raskas was a passionate 

spokesperson for Israel, Ethiopian Jews, resettlement of  

Soviet Jews, drug awareness, rights of women and minorities, 

people with disabilities, ecumenical dialogue and local, na-

tional and international Jewish communities.  

 

To enhance his commitment to Israel and Jews, Rabbi 

Raskas traveled the world visiting Jewish communities and 

was enthralled by their distinctive art. His Judaica acquisi-

tions from those trips beautify our synagogue in the hallway 

display cases. He also spent summers in Israel re-connecting 

with our ancient homeland and appre-

ciating its diversity.  

 

His enthusiasm, creativity, love of peo-

ple and gift for scholarship continued 

until his passing. In recent years, he 

provided exceptional leadership and 

creative approaches to Temple of 

Aaronõs 50 Year Jubilee celebration. 

That wise guidance included detailed 

analysis and follow-through for signifi-

cant programs as well as fundraising.  

 

Rabbi Raskas also became deeply 

involved with the new Sholom Home 

East building process. His creativity 

led to a more colorful, more uplifting 

interior design throughout the build-

ing, and his insight added design ele-

ments for the chapel, including the 

stained glass windows and art.  

 

With heavy hearts but uplifted spirits, 

we say shalom to our scholar, teacher, 

counselor, leader, art expert, story-

teller, friend and Mensch.  

 

Rabbi Raskas was preceded in death 

by his loving wife, Laeh H. Raskas.  

He is survived by his children, Hillel Raskas, Eve and Steve 

Kafitz, David Raskas and Milo Mortenson; and grandchildren, 

Micah and Zach Kafitz, Shoshana, Ezra and Gabriel Raskas. 

 

Services were held at Temple of Aaron on Monday, June 14, 

2010. Interment at Mount of Olives Cemetery, Jerusalem, 

Israel, next to Laeh Raskas. Rabbiõs hope was for everyone to 

perform a quiet mitzvah to honor his memory. 

 

Memorials are preferred to Temple of Aaron Synagogue, 

United Jewish Fund and Council, or Macalester College. 

Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas: Warmth, Kindness and Wisdom at  

Temple of Aaron for 38 Years and A Lifetime for the Community  

 

Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas 
March 2, 1924 ñ June 12, 2010 



There is a well-worn Rabbinic story that 

has been on my mind since Rabbi 

Raskasõ passing. It tells of a place 

where people are fed and content as 

they share a meal at tables laden with 

food. What makes this amazing is that 

the people eating do not have elbows, 

and are thus unable to feed them-

selves. They only way they eat is to feed 

each other. Quite literally, the only way 

they can survive is by giving nourish-

ment to their neighbors. Every commu-

nity is sustained by the willingness of its 

members to support and care for each 

other.  
 

The Temple of Aaron is blessed to have 

many people who give of their time, 

energy and skills to sustain the commu-

nity. Thank you to Jodi Saltzman who 

worked with our students and teachers 

for two school years, and Wendy Good-

man-Hemingway who helped us clarify 

our curriculum, and lead our youth 

group over this past year. Please see 

more detailed articles about both in this 

monthõs Aaronion. As we transition to a 

different staffing model for the religious 

school, I want to thank the members of 

the search and Youth and Education 

Services committees and the teachers 

and youth group members who partici-

pated in the extensive interview proc-

ess.  
 

Thank you to everyone who helps nur-

ture the Temple of Aaron.  
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Building a True Community  

Concern vs. Worry in Our Bright Future  
 

Temple of Aaron has balanced concern and worry since its 

founding in 1910. We started our move away from ortho-

doxy by recognizing core values, acknowledging changing 

outside realities for 100 years, and continually matching the 

values with the evolving needs of our members and our 

community.  

 

Temple of Aaron has regularly faced concerns with wise  

strategic planning during each decade of our existence. 

Jews have survived and thrived for centuries of accomplish-

ment and hardship. Synagogue leadership working closely 

with clergy and staff have successfully emphasized sound 

planning while directly dealing with concerns, thus minimiz-

ing excessive worry.  

 

Everyone wants young Jews to feel connected and support 

the wonderful Jewish institutions that enrich our community. 

Each generation participates in a different manner and 

there is one constant: people respond well to direct contact 

from other people in forming relationships. The personal 

touch must be pursued for success and President Michael 

Saxon has made this effort a priority.  

 

It is prudent to be concerned with changing worship prac-

tices, demographics, geographic separation, and finances. 

Temple of Aaron will continue to study its history, deal with 

the present and anticipate future trends to meet the needs 

for members of all ages. Change is inevitable and guided 

coordinated evolutionary change will prove beneficial for all 

of us. Get involved and help make Temple of Aaron even 

more special in our next 100 years. 

NER TAMID  2010  

AWARD WINNERS  ANNOUNCED  
 

The Keruv Committee is pleased to announce that, upon a 

unanimous vote by the Temple of Aaron Board of Directors on 

June 17, the following people will be honored as Ner Tamid 

Award recipients this year:  
 

ñ Betty Agranoff  

ñ Lynne Bell  

ñ Shirley Grobovsky  

ñ Inge Hirschhorn  

ñ Matzie Miller  
 

As previously announced, the multiple Ner Tamid award  

winners in 2010 are a part of the Centennial Year celebration. 

This yearõs awards underscore the importance of volunteerism 

to the continued growth and success of Temple of Aaron. 

Watch for more about this yearõs winners in the August bulletin 

ñ and make plans to be present at Selichot on the evening of 

Sept. 4, 2010 when each will be honored.  

High Holyday Services ð Important Changes  
Board Listens and Unites Membership 

Our Board of Directors has monitored High Holyday attendance 

patterns and reviewed feedback for the past five years. Based 

on that information, the Board recently voted to provide one 

adult service on the first day of Rosh Hashanah (Sept. 9, 

2010) and one adult service for Kol Nidre (Sept. 17, 2010). 

Our High Holyday Task Force will provide helpful details during 

the next two months so that service logistics run smoothly. 

Please watch for announcements of those details, such as 

service times, parking arrangements, seating preferences and 

babysitting. We will be one united community for most of the 

High Holyday services. However, on Yom Kippur Day (Sept. 18, 

2010) we will provide two adult services to accommodate  

everyone who would like to join us for communal prayer. 
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Cantorõs Column 

This is usually the time that people are 

enjoying or looking toward their summer 

vacations, going to a nice place or relax-

ing with your family or just enjoying the 

weather outside. I am deep in thought 

about the High Holydays in July.  
 

The High Holyday liturgy is complex in 

many ways. The Nusach or the way in 

which you daven a certain prayer is 

changed dramatically. There is even a 

unique trope in which the Torah is 

chanted. The complex nature of the High 

Holydays is one that requires yearly 

study. Every summer for the last 25 

years I begin looking over the choral 

pieces and solo cantor parts to see what 

new perspective I can bring to the com-

ing service. For me, this time of year is 

the most exciting.  
 

 

To prepare for the High Holydays as your 

cantor requires both a spiritual and 

physical discipline. Very few people real-

ize the amount of physicality that it takes 

to sing for hours on end. I begin training 

by biking, running and lifting weights. I do 

this so that I can have as much strength 

as possible, especially for Yom Kippur. 

The demands of my position are very 

rigorous and require one to do all that 

they can to be ready for it.  
 

Will you be ready for it? Will you look at 

your life and find the glass half full? Will 

you be ready to talk to God and take ac-

count for the past year? We all have 

many things to be thankful for. And at the 

same time, we all have our struggles 

each year.  
 

It is my hope and prayer that each and 

every one of us use the summertime to 

get ready spiritually and physically so 

that this year can be a very enriching 

one. Let us all take stock of our lives and 

realize that God has given us an opportu-

nity to truly make a difference. Not just 

with our own lives, but in the lives of all 

that we love and know.  

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Get Ready: Summer Time Is Training Time  

 

 

JULY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

 

 10 Jennifer Hall-Lande  

  and Jeff Lande  

 15 Michelle and David Katz 

 15 Cristiana Giordano  

  and David Kristal  

 45 Arlene and Howard Kurs  

 53 Tanya and Isaak Soroka 

 54 Lois and Larry Schochet 

 55  Eileen and Ken Shaller  

 58  Harriet and Arnold Usem 

 61  Estelle and Bob Baldinger  

Jodi Saltzman recently completed her 

project helping the synagogue through 

two productive school years. We re-

cruited her to help support the various 

school programs by job sharing with 

retired Director of Youth Services Wendy 

Goodman.  

 

Jodi accepted the challenge and exhib-

ited dedication, professionalism, com-

passion and flexibility. No two weeks 

were the same as students, teachers, 

staff and reality all combined to make it 

an exciting fulfilling project. Jodi has 

earned our respect and admiration for 

her diligent work during a challenging 

time in our 100 year history.  

 

Her quiet work behind the scenes paved 

the way for a very successful and emo-

tional May weekend honoring Wendyõs 

17 years of service.  

Saltzman Completes Two Year Project  

Jodi Saltzman 



All par 3 holes will host  
Hole - in - One giveaway with a  

new FORD FUSION!  


