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Mazal Tov to the 2011 -5770 Confirmation Class  
 

Daniel Axelrod     Sophie Kaye     Jack Schuleman 

Natalie Baldinger      Michael Kowitz      Gilad Segal  

Ellie Berg       Joseph Lane    Noah Shavit-Lonstein 

Sophie Burton     Rachel Lerman      Elliott Stern 

Abe Clark      Max Lowenthal      Devin Werthauser 

Madeline Gleekel      Sonya Rosen     Ashley Wilton 

Rachel Haim        Emily Saxon 
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

There are two, perhaps clashing pieces 

of wisdom regarding a rabbi preparing 

sermons for the High Holydays.  

 

One is that our first act after breaking 

fast on Yom Kippur is to begin preparing 

for the next year. We should be gather-

ing ideas, stories and texts, and looking 

for topics that will be both meaningful 

and inspirational for the members of our 

congregation. This will ensure that we 

are vigilant during the year so as not to 

miss any potential topic and idea; and it 

helps ensure both deep thinking and 

high quality of sermons. 

  

The other advice given to rabbis is that 

we hold off on choosing topics for 

sermons until just before the Yamim 

Noraim. This way, we can stay fresh and 

relevant. In addition, there is recognition 

that there will almost always be a large 

event in the news right around the 

holidays that will be relevant to the 

Jewish community. Thus, it is better to 

wait. 

 

Clearly, the best approach is one that 

combines the two: preparation and 

flexibility, and this combination will be 

demonstrated this year. Hazzan Kowitz 

and I have already begun work on High 

Holydays 5772, and we want to invite 

you to participate by sending back your 

cards for alyot and for English readings 

as soon as you get them. Of course, if 

you are interested in any other kind of 

participation during the services, please 

let me know. 

  

I am happy to announce that we have 

chosen, as the theme of the second day 

of Rosh Hashanah, the special relation-

ship between Israel and the United 

States. Using song, prayer and study,  

we will explore the way each of us as 

American Jews can connect to our 

homeland. We will produce a special 

book for the service, and invite you to 

keep it. 

  

As I write this, Israel is very much in the 

news, with speeches from President 

Obama and Prime Minister Netanyahu 

competing to set the parameters for the 

next round of peace talks. As has 

become the norm these days, analysis 

and opinions are flying free online.  

Even when not on front page, the State 

of Israel is central to Jewish thought, 

theology and prayer. It is deeply 

connected to our holiday cycle, to our 

yearning for a better world, and to our 

communal sense of self. Often we are 

unaware of the full extent of these 

connections.  

 

On the Second Day of Rosh Hashanah, 

we will explore these and other issues. 

Our focus will be on how we can each 

personally find and grow our connection 

to the Land, People and History of Israel.  

Please join us for all the celebrations. 

The High Holydays will begin on 

Saturday, September 24 with Selichot, 

with Erev Rosh Hashanah on 

Wednesday September 28. I look 

forward to seeing you there.  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Our Bond with Israel  

Rachel Lerman wins the Sylvia and Joseph Bisnow Confirmation Award!  
The Bisnow award was created in honor of the Golden Wedding Anniversary of Sylvia and Joseph 

Bisnow and is given to a Confirmation student who is dedicated to their Jewish Education, 

Community Service, and steps up to help at both Temple of Aaron and beyond.  

 

This yearõs recipient is Rachel Lerman. Her dedication to her Jewish Education, Temple of Aaron, 

and the greater community is something that should be recognized. As a USY board member, 

Rachel went above and beyond this year, planning programs and drives to ensure that the youth 

here understand what it means to give to others. She is also a tutor in our Shabbat morning 

program and volunteers in the community as well. 

   

Mazal Tov to Rachel on this award! 



Summertime is filled with great joy, 

relaxation, cleaning and planning. Many 

kids go to camp and older kids secure 

part-time jobs. It is also a time that we 

get to spend with our families. To me, 

this is the most important aspect of what 

summer has to offer.  

 

There is also a Jewish holiday in the 

summer which causes us to reflect upon 

our past and our strength. That holiday is 

Tisha BõAv on August 9, 2011, which is 

not a happy holiday, but rather a sad 

one. It recalls the destruction of the first 

and second temple. It is an important 

holiday for each and every one of us. The 

reason I say this is because of how we as 

Jewish people have learned to deal with 

adversity. We have been doing this for 

century after century. We have prevailed, 

gotten stronger, renewed our faith and 

have found new ways, for us as a people, 

to pray and show our devotion to God.  

 

No matter what life seems to throw at us, 

we have the ability to stand strong and 

deal with whatever problems we might 

face. I am proud of my Jewish faith. I am 

proud of our people. I think that each 

and every one of us should feel the same 

way.  

 

The next time life throws a curveball at 

you, remember who you are. Remember 

all of our ancestors. Remember their 

strength and faith.  

 

This will get you through times of trouble 

and times of sadness. May all of you 

have a wonderful summer and reflect on 

the strength of our people.  

Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 
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JULY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

 5 Joshua & Andrea Fineblum 

 20 Harlan Stern & Amy Miller-Stern 

 30 Gregory & Marina Shor 

 30 Brian & Enrica Zaidman 

 35 Bob & Joanne Gillman 

 35 Richard & Marilyn Smith 

 50 Carl & Tammy Birnberg 

 50 Vitaly & Serafima Shumilovsky 

 54 Isaak & Tatyana Soroka 

 55 Dr. Larry & Lois Schochet 

 59 Arnold & Harriet Usem 

 62 Bob & Estelle Baldinger 

St Paul Jewish Community  

Tisha BõAv Service  

& Commemoration 
Monday, August 8, 2011 

Beth Jacob Congregation 
1179 Victoria Curve 

Mendota Heights, MN 55118 

9:00 PM 

Questions? 651-698-8874  

This is a joint program of Temple of Aaron,  

Beth Jacob, and Mount Zion 
Sanctuary Monthly Banner  
 

TAMMUZ BANNER: By Janie & Donald 

Rutman in honor of Keithõs Bar Mitz-

vah and Janieõs parentsõ (Dodie & 

Morrie Geller) 45th wedding anniver-

sary. Titled òTreesó (Avran Scheinfeld 

design). It depicts a tree in all sea-

sons on an Israeli Kibbutz. 



 Department of  Youth Services 

Robby Erlich  
Youth Director 

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 
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New TUSY members (L-R) Hannah Saltzman, Maya Strohm,  

Rachel Feinstein and Lexi Dockman take a break from CMT 

for a picture with Mr. Fineblumõs dog, Rocky! 

Mazal Tov and well done to our outgoing 2010 -2011  

TUSY Executive Board members!  
 

Mazal Tov to our newly elected TUSY Executive Board members!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured (L-R) Robby Erlich, Joe Lane - President, Matt Bernick - Exec VP, Elliott Stern - 

REL/ED, Ellie Berg - Secretary, Morgan Werthauser - CO SATO, Susan Balto - CO SATO, 

Evan Weil - Communications, Rachel Lerman - CO Mem/Kad, Miri Taple - 9th Grade 

Rep, and Ezra Strohm - CO Mem/Kad 

Mazal Tov  

to the Graduating Seniors  

of 2011!  
 

 Elly Bier Jeanne Bloomberg 

 Sonya Blyakher Samantha Boschwitz 

 Alexis Burbul Joseph Devitt 

 Michael Feinstein Tess Glassman Kaufman

 Evana Kvasnik Madeline Leventhal 

 Robert Miller Lauren Oskey 

 Judge Rissman Elianna Rosenthal  

 Bayley Taple Rebecca Wilton 

Temple of Aaron to host  

USY on Wheels:  

Mission Mitzvah 
 

August 2 & 3, 2011 
 

If you are interested in  

housing a few USYers  

please contact: 
 

Director of Education  

Joshua Fineblum 

651-698-8874 ext 103 or 

Joshuafineblum 

@templeofaaron.org  
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Lilmod Uõlilamed  ñ òTo Teach and to Learnó- Pirkei Avot 

ˡˬ˪˪ˣ ˡˬ˪˪ 

Joshua Fineblum   
Director of Education 

joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 

Mazal Tov to this Yearõs Silver Kepah  

and Greenie Beanie Students!  
 

Silver Kepah   Greenie Beanie 
  

Jessica Baker Rachel Bloom Joshua Gilberstadt Jaclyn Lewine 

 Max Leventhal Zachary Brodsky Samantha Gouette Andrew Marell 

 Tory Leventhal Alissa Chiat Zachary Greenberg Henry Najlis 

Marc Lowenthal Isaiah Clark Parker Gustafson Arlo Rissman 

 Dina Moradian Aaron Cooper Ira Hoffman Sarah Rutzick 

 Mira Zelle Noah Dockman Erika Kuretsky Mycala Schneider 

  Maxwell Gantman Max Lerman Naveh Shavit-Lonstein 

  Samuel Gantman Leo Lerner Michala Zien 

  Alexandra (Sasha) Gekht Hanalei Lewine Andrew Zuckerman 

 

Remember to sign up for:  

 

The Bernard S. Raskas 

Religious School  
 

and  
 

The Rossy and Richard 

Shaller Hebrew School  

 

For More Information  

and  

Questions? 
 

Susie Haim 

Administrative Assistant 
 

651-698-8874 ext 104  
 

susiehaim@templeofaaron.org 

We hope everyone is having a wonderful summer and enjoying the warmer climate as 

I know I am. Throughout these summer months we are working hard on the 

development of our curriculum and are putting some wonderful new things in place 

for the Fall. We are looking forward to a òNew Lookó for our Wednesday night 7th 

grade and Honors programs, including elective classes on many interesting subjects 

including but not limited to: Jewish Art, Jewish Food, Heroes of Judaism, Jewish 

Music, and even the recreation of a Teen Choir. It is our hope that we can enhance 

the already wonderful program that we have with these electives as we give our 

students the opportunity to learn together in these classes. More information about 

these classes and others will be coming out in August in the slightly revamped 

Parent/Student Handbook.   

 

We are also now on the verge of solidifying our teachers, including our new art and 

music teachers, as well as setting the calendar for the Fall. Please be on the lookout 

for information about the upcoming school year in the next month and let your friends 

know about the exciting things we have going on for our students here at Temple of 

Aaron.  

  

Kayitz Tov, have a great rest of the Summer! 

Mazal Tov to our 7th Grade Graduates  

and 10th Grade Honors Graduates! 
 

7th Grader Graduates 
 

 Minnie Arnold Hannah Burbal Ean Katz 

 Liza Sivriver Annie Balto Louie Diner 

 Ian Leventhal Emilee Skadron Ilana Blyakher 

 Howard Goldberger Andy Miller Sarah Toenges 

 Davita Blyakher David Haim Shelby Sieden 

 

10th Grade Honors Graduates 
 

 Ellie Berg Michael Kowitz Emily Saxon 

 Maddie Gleekel Joe Lane Gilad Segal 

 Rachel Haim Rachel Lerman Devin Werthauser  

  Max Lowenthal 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
May 2011    Nisan-Iyar 5771 

Agranoff, Betty & family 

Aldes, Mike 

Amnuel Miryam 

Becker, Elly Marks 

Berde, Doris & family 

Braginsky, Gregory & Inna 

Calmenson, Beverly 

Chulok, Mikhail  

Divine, Arne & Rae 

Eisenstadt, Larry & Linda 

Flynne, John & Susan 

Fridman, Vlad & Alla 

Garbuz, Khaye 

Garelick, Eileen 

Geller, Loren & Rosie 

Getsug, Ray & Elissa 

Godes, Barb & Steve 

Goldberg, Sharleen 

Goldman, Arnold  

Goldman, Barry & Darlene 

Goldsmith, Rose 

Graham, Esther 

Hirsekorn, Fred 

Jerson, Francine & Sidney 

Kamin, Evelyn & Mel 

Kaplan, Burleigh 

Kaplan, Mickey 

Kaplan, Rick & Jane 

Kaster, Barbara 

Khaskin, Iosif 

Krasnow, Brian 

Krawetz, Leah 

Kronich, Esther 

Lerman, Bill & Mary 

Lerman, Frank 

Libman, Cary 

Lifson, Ron & Helen 

Lyons, Stephen & Patti 

Malinoff, Candy 

Mastbaum, Mildred 

Meltzer, William 

Nemer, Helen 

Nusbaum, Ed & Char 

Oselka, Dr. Henry 

Pfleiderer, Adrianne & Bill 

Pogoler, Andrew 

Rafowitz, Sam 

Raskin, Alex & Maria 

Ringer, Sherman 

Rosen, Dave, Layne  

    & family 

Rosner, Sue & Dave 

Rubin, Paula 

Rutzick, Yale 

Sevak, Delia & family 

Shear, Rita 

Shumilovsky,  

    Vitaly & Serafima 

Skadron, Nancy & Stanley 

Smith, Marilyn 

Stillman, Tom & Sue 

Strickon, Beryl 

Supornick, Edith 

Swartz, Don & Helen 

Swartz, Susie 

Vinokur, Roza 

Vysotskaya, Lyudmila & 

    Eydelman, Grigoriy 

Vysotsky, Alla & Gak, Feliks 

Walter, Nancy 

Watchman, Clara 

Weinberg, Idele 

Weisberg, Morton & Ruth 

Wolkoff, Patricia 
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Gloria Wolf 

 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . . to Judy and Al Werthauser and 

Todd and Jane Lifson for co-sponsor-

ing the May 20 Oneg in honor of their 

parentsõ 50th wedding anniversary, 

Helen and Ron Lifson. 

. . . to Burt Katz, Delia Sevak and 

Betty Agranoff for labeling nearly 

1,200 June Aaronions for our mem-

bers. 

. . . to Mary and Richard Diner for 

inviting membership to join their  

family for June bar mitzvah lunch 

. . . to Eden and Jason Burbul for  

inviting members to join their family 

for June bat mitzvah lunch. 

. . . to each person who has helped at 

the Shabbat service by serving as a 

Gabbai or Ozer helping the Torah 

service run safely and more 

smoothly. 

. . . to each person who davens at our 

daily minyan to help the service run 

meaningfully. 

. . . to the Steven and Vivian Bernick 

Family on the donation of robes for 

our Confirmation Ceremony. 

Dr. Jeffrey Weingarten  

Memorial Award  
Felicia and Leon Weingarten  

established this special award in  

loving memory of their son, Jeff, who 

graduated at the top of his medical 

school class and was an outstanding 

and dedicated doctor. 
   

Each year teachers and staff choose 

one student in each class from 5th-

9th grade to be given this award in 

his memory. They must be out-

standing members of their class, 

showing enthusiasm, respect, and a 

love of Judaic learning. Mazal Tov! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marc Lowenthal 

5th Grade 

(Correction of June misspelling) 

Correction  
 

We inadvertently omitted  

thanking our 5th grade  

Educational Shabbat Program 

teacher Wendy Kane for her  

hard work and dedication to  

our studentsõ  

Jewish Education. 

 



TUSY! TUSY! Wipe it! Wipe it! And then toilet 

paper would fly across the Temple of Aaron 

auditorium. And another Emtza Region 

Shabbaton would begin. These were some 

of the best times of my life. I was living then 

in Winnipeg, Manitoba, where my father was 

the rabbi of Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. I 

remember the long bus rides for kinnusim in 

the Twin Cities or even farther away ð Des 

Moines, St. Louis, and Denver. The early 

morning stops at Perkins in Fargo, spirited 

davening, interesting and engaging sichot, 

dances, mitzvah projects, fun, and practical 

jokes helped to shape the Jew Iõve become. 

To this day, most of my good friends are the 

people with whom I shared these transfor-

mative, identity-building experiences. 

Through Facebook, email, and visits we  

continue to keep tabs on the important  

milestones in our lives.  
 

USY also saved me. Literally. In June 1982 

my mother died suddenly and tragically. 

(She was my second mother. My natural 

mother had died when I was two, so my 

second mother therefore was the only 

mother I knew.) It was a very difficult time 

for my family. We each reacted to the loss  

in different ways, but I felt the power of  

community as my USY friends attended the 

funeral and every day of shiva, and they 

continued to comfort me every day since. 

This served to deepen our already meaning-

ful relationships. We became more than 

friends. We became family.  
 

As my own family life was becoming  

increasingly more difficult and it became 

clear to me that I was going to have to fend 

for myself, I made the decision to move to 

Minneapolis for college. Feeling alone, not 

sure where I was going to live, how I was 

going to make a living, or how I was going to 

afford college, my USY family intervened. I 

found a place to live; first with the family of 

a USY friend and then with a young couple 

whom I met through the advice of another 

USY friendõs father, who suggested I take an 

ad in the American Jewish World ð òMale 18 

seeks to rent room.ó The thought was that I 

might find someone who would benefit from 

my doing light household chores in  

exchange for rent. Thatõs how I met Corey 

and Ciel Gordon, who became surrogate 

parents to me. And I was pointed toward  

not one but two jobs. One was as a Kadima 

advisor for Beth El and the second was at a 

local business owned by three active mem-

bers of the Jewish community. The former 

kept me engaged in the synagogue at a time 

when I was angry at God, angry at my father, 

and angry at the world. The latter taught me 

valuable life skills and allowed me to pro-

vide for myself. Or, to use Rambamõs meta-

phor, they didnõt give me food but instead 

they taught me how to fish. I learned then 

skills and ways of working with other people 

and looking at life that most people donõt 

pick up until many years after college.  
 

I have two distinct memories from this  

period of my life that I know, without a 

doubt, led me to the rabbinate and put me 

on a path that led me to where I find myself 

today. The first is as a USY and Kadima 

staff member. I recall a conversation with 

one of the kids at a Shabbaton in which 

she noticed that in the evening prayer 

Hashkiveynu we use the Hebrew word  

satan. Itõs normally translated as 

òaccuser,ó but she correctly understood 

that it was the Hebrew for Satan ð the 

devil. She asked me why, since Jews do not 

believe in Satan is he mentioned here. I 

was at a loss. I was a rabbiõs kid. I grew up 

in USY, Camp Ramah, and day school, yet I 

never noticed nor was taught this before. I 

was humbled by my lack of knowledge and 

went to see Rabbi Hayim Herring, who had 

become my rebbe. He explained the  

theology of the prayer, but I was not  

satisfied, so he recommended a book on 

prayer. I quickly read the book and sud-

denly realized that I knew a lot about the 

hows of Judaism, but much less than I had 

realized about the whys. Hungry for more  

knowledge I read more. The more I read, 

the more I wanted to engage again in  

religious life. I joined Beth El as a member, 

paying only $18 a year. But now that I was 

a paying member, I needed to get my 

moneyõs worth, so I started to attend more 

regularly. In addition, I soon found myself 

teaching junior congregation. The more I 

did, the more I wanted to read. The more I 

read, the more I wanted to do.  
 

Around the same time my boss from the 

job that paid the bills called me into his 

office and said, òIõve decided to send you to 

Israel.ó What? A new program was starting, 

called Sar El ð Volunteers for Israel. The 

federation wanted to send 1,000 people to 

participate and my boss wanted to send 

me. It was my first time in Israel ð it was 

three weeks on an army base doing odd 

jobs and a little touring. Like so many  

others, I found something strangely familiar 

about Israel. I was home. Standing before 

the Kotel, reflecting on all that I had 

learned about it over the years, I was  

overcome with emotion. I felt that the  

generations before me and those yet to 

come were standing with me, holding me 

up. It was at that moment that I recommit-

ted myself fully to living a Jewish life.  
 

The rest is history. I returned from Israel 

and immersed myself in the synagogue 

through USY and Kadima and eventually 

decided to change my major at college 

from political science to Hebrew and  

ancient Near Eastern and Jewish studies 

and to apply to rabbinical school.  
 

In many ways I feel that I am the embodi-

ment of kol Yisrael aravim zeh bõzeh ð all 

Israel is responsible one for another.  

If it werenõt for my USY friends and their 

families who made it a point to guide me 

through a difficult time of my life; if it  

werenõt for three members of the  

Minneapolis Jewish community who looked 

out for me as a result of their commitment 

to Jewish values; if it werenõt for a rabbi 

who mentored me to hold onto my Jewish 

identity at a moment of personal pain and 

wandering, I would not have become a 

rabbi, nor would I have achieved the  

position I now hold leading the United 

Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. All of 

this is the gift that USY has given me. This 

is the gift that USY, founded in the Twin 

Cities, has given more than 200,000  

participants over the last 60 years. This is 

why I am committed to revitalizing USY for 

the next generation of Jews ð one soul at a 

time. Join me in celebrating USYõs 60th 

Anniversary.  
 

Rabbi Steven Wernick 

Rabbi Steven Wernick  
USCJ Executive Vice President and CEO 

7 

USY Turns 60 
Temple of Aaron led by Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas and Beth El led by Rabbi Kassel Abelson 

are credited with creating USY in 1951. National Association USCJ has hired Wendy Glick as 

its Alumni Association Director to reconnect USYers all over North America. The five local 

Conservative synagogues are working together to plan a local event in 2012. We want to 

build connections and we want to raise money to provide USY scholarships for major pro-

grams like Israel Pilgrimage, USY Wheels and Nativ. Our four committee volunteers are 

David Garelick, Wendy Kane, Alex Locke and Loren Taple. 
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Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 

Richard Strimling was born, raised and 

still lives in the City of St. Paul. His 

grandparents joined our beloved 

Temple in the mid 1920s. His parents 

(Harry and Lee), Richard and his wife 

Liz, along with their daughter and son-in

-law (Allison and Allan Charney) were all 

married at our Temple. Richardõs sister 

and brother-in-law (Nancy & Stan 

Skadron) were the last couple married 

in the òoldó building and Richard was in 

the first Confirmation Class in the ònewó 

building.  

  

òIt is this sense of history, tradition, 

ritual and life cycle events that have 

helped bind our family, generation-to-

generation, to our Templeõs mission, 

goals and Conservative Judaism.ó  

  

Over the years, Richard has served on 

the Board of Directors, been on 

numerous committees, been a Friday 

night tour guide, participated in 

countless events, M.C.õd our Jubilee 

dinner, and has been proud to be a 

Shabbat morning regular and attend 

the 8am Coffee with the Rabbi & Rashi 

before services.  

  

For the past few years, Richard has 

brought his grandson to services about 

once a month in order to help instill and 

pass on the traditions of our heritage to 

the next generation.  

 

òThank you Temple of Aaron for being 

part of our life.ó 

   

ñ Jim Leventhal ñ 
Richard Strimling 

   Tuesday Book  

  Club - 6:30 p.m.  
 

 

 

July 19 - The Last Jew -  

Noah Gordon  
 

Call Deb Bachrach with  

questions: 651-690-4130  

 

Invest in United Synagogue  
A group of synagogues joined  

together in the early 1900s to create 

a national association of synagogues 

throughout North America supporting 

the Conservative Movement. The 

United Synagogue for Conservative 

Judaism served as a general body to 

share concerns and develop  

solutions. The USCJ helps with 

searches for clergy and other key  

personnel. They also share program 

banks, fundraising ideas, and host 

regional, national and international 

USY programs. USCJ has a presence 

in Israel and encourages visits there 

for pleasure and study. Each year, all 

Temple of Aaron members have an 

opportunity to support the work of the 

national association and the fee  

appears on the June statement.  

We welcome and need your financial  

support.  


