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Religious School Purim Assembly  

March 13, 2011  

10:30 AM  

All families are welcome to join  

Rabbi Shavit - Lonstein and  

Cantor Kowitz  
 

for this Pre - Purim Celebration with:  
  

 -  Pre- Megillah Reading,  

 -  Songs  

 -  Costume Parade  

 -  and much moreé 
  

Followed by Our Annual  

Purim Carnival  

 

Join us for our annual  
Purim Carnival 

Date: Sunday, March 13, 2011  

Time: 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM  

Where: Stein Hall and Beyond!  

**Carnival Endowment by David A. Berg Family  

Prices:  
 

$10 Per person for all game  

access wrist band or $1 for 4 tickets  
 

Minimal charge for food.  

To Support the Program  

or Questions?  
 

Joshua Fineblum,  

Director of Education  
 

joshuafineblum@tempelofaaron.org  
 

651 - 698 - 8874 ext. 103  
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

On the first day of Rosh Hashanah this 

year, I spoke about the current state of 

the Jewish community. I raised the 

question of how we as a community can 

respond to the current economic 

situation, especially as it affects 

members of the Temple of Aaron.  

I am proud to say that a number of you 

reached out to volunteer to help devise 

a plan of action.  

 

This action, like all that we take as Jews, 

is based in our traditionõs understanding 

of how we can best connect with each 

other. The act of giving to those in need 

(tzedaka) has many guiding principals. 

The best developed comes from the 

great twelfth-century physician and 

philosopher Maimonides, who notes in 

his book Mishne Torah: òThere are eight 

degrees of charity, each one higher than 

the next. The highest degree, exceeded 

by none, is that of the person who 

assists a poor Jew by providing him [sic] 

with a gift or a loan, or by entering into a 

partnership with him, or helping him find 

work; in a word, by putting him in a 

position where he can dispense with 

other peopleõs aid.ó All of our efforts 

have this in mind, giving Tzedaka to the 

Eighth Degree.  

 

The work synagogue volunteers have 

done so far can be understood in 

several categories: providing for basic 

needs in the short term; offering support 

to help with legal and financial matters; 

and providing resources for emotional 

support. Our intention is to enable 

Temple members to help one another, 

while also taking full advantage of 

professional resources in the larger 

community.  

 

The most up-to-date information on our 

work can be found on the Temple of 

Aaron website: www.templeofaaron.org. 

Please visit there, or contact me, if you 

would like to help, or if you are in need 

of assistance.  

 

On Rosh Hashanah, I used the image of 

the tzedaka puske as it was used in the 

small, isolated Jewish communities of 

100 years ago. The box was passed 

around anonymously. Those who were in 

need would take from it and those who 

could contribute, did. Privacy was 

essential to ensuring that nobody was 

embarrassed when they needed 

support. In this way, both the economic 

and the emotional needs were met.  

We continue this effort today. We are 

striving to give Tzedaka to the Eighth 

Degree. 

 

I welcome your participation and 

feedback. 

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Responding to the Economic Crisis  
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Cantorõs Column 

In over 20 years at the Temple of Aaron,  

I must admit that my favorite holiday is 

Purim. This holiday is filled with a  

wonderful story with a happy ending and 

provides for us a terrific dessert food in 

the form of Hamantashen. Kids and 

adults get to dress up in costumes and 

the music for this holiday is filled with 

great promise and joy. This year will be 

no exception. We have many Golden 

Kepah readers who will be reading  

different sections from the Megillah  

and I will be leading those in attendance 

in songs of the holiday and other  

compositions with original lyrics.  

I thought this year would be a good year 

to share those original lyrics to  

established compositions for each and 

every one of you. Whether you play guitar 

or piano or any musical instrument,  

I think you will find that these songs will 

fill your heart with laughter and joy.  

Here are the three  compositions that  

I offer to all of you:  
Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Purim Season  

 

 

MARCH WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

 35 Lyudmila Vysotskaya  

  & Grigory Eydelman  

 50 Liz & Sandy Latts 

 52 Masha & Iosif Shimelfarb 

 53 Brenda & Tony Straus 

 55 Marcia & Herb Bernick 

 57 Rose & Albert Mintz 

 61 Loie & Sherman Devitt 

 66  Sarah & Joe Daniels 

 71  Helen & Donald Swartz  

WE ALL LIVE (to the song òYellow  

Submarineó by the Beatles)  
 

In a time so long ago,  

   there was a man who was our foe.  

And he tried to kill us all ñ-  

   but in the end, he did fall.  

We all live õcause ñ  

   Esther was so brave,  

Mordecai did save ñ  

   His people from the grave.  

Well the King ñ fell in love ñ  

   It was decreed from high above.  

And he made Esther the Queen.  

   õCause she was so nice and never mean.  

We all live cause ñ  

   Esther was so brave,  

Mordecai did save ñ  

   His people from the grave.  

Mordecai he heard the plot.  

That man Haman, must be stopped.  

So then Esther told the King.  

Thatõs why this day my friends ñ  

   We all sing.  

We all live cause ñ  

   Esther was so brave.  

Mordecai did save ñ  

   His people from the grave.  

 

 

 

 

HAYMAN (to the song òWild Thingó by 

Chip Taylor)  
 

Hayman ñ You had a big bad plan.  

Now, you got yourself in a jam ñ Hayman. 

Mordecai saved the day.  

He had a plan to make Haman pay.  

Esther knew that he was right.  

We wonõt bow, weõd rather fight.  

Hayman ñ You had a big bad plan.  

Now, you got yourself in a jam ñ Hayman.  

Achashurus didnõt know who to trust.  

Well, Haman said I know who to bust.  

Itõs the Jews . . .  they are no good.  

Iõd get them all if I could.  

Hayman ñ You had a big bad plan.  

Now, you got yourself in a jam ñ Hayman.  

 

E-S-T-H-E-R (to the song òGloriaó by Them)  

There was a lady I know ñ  

   Who fought an evil foe.  

She was so sweet and so fair ñ  

    A Queen all so rare.  

And her name was E-S-T-H-E-R.  

(Her name was Queen Esther)  

Esther yea, yea, yea, yea!  

Mordecai heard the plan ñ  

   And to Esther he ran.  

He told her the bad news ñ  

   That was in store for the Jews.  

So to the King she went ñ  

   And so Haman was sent.  

Esther saved the day ñ  

   So to God we pray.  

And her name was E-S-T-H-E-R.  

Queen Esther.  

Sanctuary Monthly Banner  
 

ADAR BANNER: In honor of Donald 

and Patricia Wolkoff and children, 

Adam and Dina.  
 

Titled òPurim Megillahó (Renanah 

Halpern design). It depicts a huge 

Megillah for the Festival of Purim. 

Setting Your Seder Table  

A Plateful of Learning ñ  

An Evening of Fun  
 

Bnai Emet hosts this engaging program 

on Monday, April 4, 2011 from 6:45 pm 

until 9:30 pm.  
 

There will be singing and choices of  

educational sessions led by Twin City 

Rabbis and other special guests. The 

program will be sponsored by all of the 

Twin City Conservative Synagogues.  



 Department of  Youth Services 

Robby Erlich  
Youth Director 

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 
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Cast Members: 

Susan Balto, Ellie Berg, Matt Bernick, Jeanne Bloomberg,  

Alexis Burbul, Hannah Burbul, Rachel Burbul, Lexi Dockman,  

Michael Feinstein, Rachel Feinstein, Rachel Haim, Sophie Kaye,  

Evana Kvasnik, Joe Lane, Rachel Lerman, Brandon Less,  

Max Lowenthal, Melissa Marks, Lauren Oskey, Jamie Oskey,  

Sonya Rosen, Charlie Rosenblum, Josh Roston, Sydney Roston,  

Sami Saltzman, Hannah Saltzman, Emmy Saxon, Gilad Segal,  

Isaac Specktor, Ezra Strohm, Maya Strohm,  

Bayley Taple, Miri Taple, Evan Weil, Morgan Werthauser  

and Devin Werthauser  

 

Band and Crew Members: 

Andy Bernick, Michael Kowitz, Elliott Stern and Will Zien 

 

2011 Play Co-Chairs: 

Lois Bloomberg and Faye Feinstein 

March 3 @ 7:00 PM      March 5 @ 8:15 PM 

March 6 @ 1:00 PM  

Ticket prices 

Pre Sale: $7 for adults     $5 for seniors/students 

  Door: $10 for adults    $7 for seniors / students 

Children under 3 are free 

From the many play rehearsals to the 

Shabbat experiences with our younger 

grades, February had a lot to offer for 

youth and families! We had a great turn-

out for our toddler-1st grade service at 

which we sang, got read a story and had 

a fabulous meal. Our 2nd-4th grade 

service and lunch was just as excellent 

as the toddler-1st grade service  

complete with ruach and great food. 

Thank you to those who participated in 

our February programs!   

MARCH 

3, 5, 6 USY Play! Thurs.-7:00 PM,  

 Sat. 8:15 PM, Sun 1:00pm 
 

6 Chaverim Bresheet and Kadima 

 go òBack to the õ80só- 12:30pm 
 

11-13 Kadima Kinnus - Friday at 3pm 

 - Sunday at 1pm 
 

12-13 USY Lock-in  9pmñnext day  

 at 2pm 
 

13 Purim Carnival!!!!  

 11:30am-1:30pm 
 

16 USY Progressive Dinner 

 6:30pm - 9:00pm 
 

APRIL 

2 USY goes to Sky Zone! Time TBD 
 

3 Bõresheet Chocolate Seder 12pm 
 

15-17 USY Kallah! Friday at 3pm-

 Sunday at 3pm 
 

16 1st Annual Kadima and USY  

 Chametz Survivor Fest! 8pm 
 

23 USY Shabbat! 



Religious School Visits Sholom Home East  
On January 30 our Pre-K-4th graders, along with their teachers 

and aides, joined our Lõdor VaõDor 9th grade program at the 

Sholom home for an interactive song and tefillah presentation.  

Over 90 people filled the room as we began the program with 

the words of Hinei Matov: òHow good and pleasant it is when 

people come together in unity.ó With the guidance and leader-

ship of Wendy Baldinger, assisted by 

Lindsay Berg, students led tefillot 

and songs through the presentation. 

As we took a break in the action, the 

students met with residents, had a 

snack, and presented them with 

gifts they created the week before 

for each resident.  Thank you to the 

9th grade class and teachers for 

helping in getting residents down-

stairs for the program. A special 

thank you to Jim McDonald, Ellen 

Sloan, and Wendy Goodman for 

their support of this program and 

others we are doing in conjunction 

with the Sholom Home East this year. Last but not least, thank 

you to the teachers, aides, and students who participated in 

making this program so wonderful for the residents, as a visit 

like this does so much to brighten up their lives in ways you can 

only imagine. There are always opportunities for our families to 

go and visit people on a more consistent basis at Sholom Home 

East. If you are interested, please let me know. Toda Raba  

Lõkulam, Thank you to everyone! 
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Lilmod Uõlilamed  ñ òTo Teach and to Learnó- Pirkei Avot 

ˡˬ˪˪ˣ ˡˬ˪˪ 

Midat Hachodesh: Ometz Lev  
One value that we talk about throughout the month of Adar is Ometz Lev, courage of the heart. In the story of Purim this is 

personified by our hero and heroine, Mordechai and Esther. Both of these people show their courage in different ways. 

Mordechai showed courage through his unwillingness to literally and figuratively bend to Haman, the wicked right hand man of 

the King of Persia. He showed much courage by standing up against him and believing in G-d as he did not let Haman tell him 

how to act as a Jew. Mordechai also stood up and showed courage in his spoiling of the plot of Bigtan and Teresh who were 

trying to take the Kingõs life. Esther, on the other hand, stood up and was courageous when, prodded by her uncle/cousin 

Mordechai, she stood up for what she believed in and told the King she was Jewish. Even then the young heroine took her time 

in doing so, waiting until a second banquet before telling the King her true identity as Hadassah. Both of these heroes of Purim 

and Megillat Esther stood up and fought for what they believed in. Have you been true to your heart and been courageous 

lately? 

Get your  

Bõnai Mitzvah Date! 
3rd and 4th grade parents 

beginning at 12PM on  

Sunday, March 13 

 e-mail susiehaim@templeofaaron.org 

Name of Child, Names of Parents,  

Phone Number, and Childõs Birth Date 

and someone will call to  

arrange your childõs date. 

Torah UõMitzvot Project ñ 7th Grade  
by Wendy Beth Gahm and Eddie Winthrop 
 

Throughout this year the 7th Grade Religious School students have studied various 

Mitzvot ð Commandments. The Torah UõMitzvot Project gave students the opportunity 

to study their Bõnai Mitzvah parshiot within the context of a mitzvah and to educate 

members of the community about a Jewish charitable organization that relates to 

their parasha. The students worked one-on-one with faculty to study and analyze their 

individual Bõnai Mitzvah parasha. Students then researched and chose a Jewish  

organization they wanted to highlight to the community which may be connected to 

the themes in their portion. On Sunday, February 13, 2011, a special event was held 

in the Leifman Chapel during which each student presented family and friends with 

an oral presentation that explained in depth his or her parasha and how he or she 

feels it relates to the organization of his or her choice. Everyone then moved to Stein 

Hall to view each studentõs creative display, which served to further educate the  

community about the organization and the work it does. Students from the other  

Religious School classes also had the opportunity to view the displays and interact 

with the 7th grade student creators. 
 

The Jewish organizations that were featured in this project were: Jewish Big Brothers/

Big Sisters, Camp Ramah ð Tikvah Program Jewish Adoption and Foster Care  

Operations, Nacoej, Shaõarim, Empowering Jews with Disabilities, Michigan Jewish 

Sports Foundation, Chabadõs Children of Chernobyl, United Jewish Fund & Council, 

Tõshuvah, The Holocaust Museum of Washington D.C., Hadera Cat Rescue Sanctuary, 

Jerusalem Society of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Nechama. 

 Joshua  
 Fineblum   
 Director of  
 Education 

 
joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
January 2011    Tevet - Shevat 5771 

Akkerman, Sofia  

Antonovskya, Sofiya  

    & Alexander Pekker  

Appelbaum,  

    Murray & Arlene  

Averbakh, Boris & Irene  

Axelrod, Lydia & Semyon  

Barenbaum,  

    Stanley & Bettie  

Besner, Rae  

Bomberg, Frank  

Bream, Rose  

Bubar, Anna  

Bubar, Sana & Dmitriy  

Calvin, Nancy  

Coursolle, M.E.  

Daniels, Marjorie  

Dietz, Alvin & Arlene  

Dolyar, Basya  

Dreytser, Vladimir  

Dudovitz, Sophie  

Edelstein, Sandy & Steve  

Feldman, Nancy  

Fine, Sandra  

Fishman, Jerry & Georgia  

Fridman, Sheva  

Ganz, Esther & Isaac  

Ginzburg, Alex  

Glickman, Jane  

Gochberg, Peter & Vera  

Goldenberg, Herbert  

Goldetsky, Celia  

Goldman, Lynn & Howard  

Graham, Esther  

Joseph, Geri & Burton  

Kahn, James  

Kamin, Evelyn  

Kamin, Mel  

Kanivetsky, Rozita  

Kantor, Errol  

Kaplan, Esther  

Kaplan, Louis  

Kaster, Barbara  

Katz, Irving & Karen  

Katzovitz, Carole & Leon  

Khaskin, Sofiya  

Klein, E. Gary & Marion  

Krinsky, Renee  

Kurland, Sandra  

Lapitskiy, Anatoliy  

Lazarus, Janice  

Leibman, Jake  

Lerman, Bill & Mary  

Levine, Allen & Nancy  

Lewine, Rachel & Michael  

Libman, Cary  

Lovich, Robert  

Marver, John & Jeannie  

Marvy, Bob & Florie & sons  

Mastbaum, Mildred  

Meltzer, William  

Miller, Ann  

Miller, Barbara  

Moos, Shirley  

Nemer, Helen  

Peker, Busya  

Pekker, Alexander  

Pistner, Kim & John  

Prawer, Ken & Bonnie  

Rafowitz, Sam  

Rosenbloom, David  

Rubenstein, Ada  

Rubenstein, Bob  

Sanderson, Anne Rae  

Schenker, Shirley  

Schloff, Sandra  

Schneider, Bart  

Schwartz, Jerry, Sue  

    & family  

Sevak, Delia & family  

Shaller, Richard  

Shapiro, Harold, M.D.  

Shimelfarb, Iosif  

Simes, Hy & Josephine  

Sloane, Sylvia  

Smith, Richard  

Spivak, Regina & Dmitry  

Steinman, Elaine & Stuart  

Straus, Zelda  

Strohm Family  

Suponitsky,  

    Yekaterina & Aleksandr  

Tilsner, Ryvelle  

Tragar, C.A.  

Uchenik, Esfir  

Vaynerman, Jane  

Vigdorovich, Leopold  

Vinitsky, Shirley  

Wandersee-Walter, Nancy  

Ward, Hillard & Helene  

Weisberg, Nancy & Scott  

Wolkoff, Patricia  

Wolkowicz, Joe 
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Ilya Shafir 

Stanley Barenbaum 

Isadore Kanevsky 

Sylvia Berkowitz 

Joseph Daniels 

 ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . . to Burt Katz, Delia Sevak and 

Betty Agranoff for labeling nearly 

1,200 February Aaronions that we 

mail throughout the U.S. 

Golden Kepah Torah  

Readers for February  
The following adults and students 

read on February 5 and 12 as part 

of their Golden Kepah require-

ments: Ken Boschwitz, Bree Peilen, 

Luke Peilen, Abe Clark, Joshua  

Edelstein, Laura Jopp, Rachel 

Greenberg, Ben Golden, Jamie  

Oskey, Brandon Bloom, Elliott Stern, 

and Jordan Castle. We are proud of 

their continuing endeavors and look  

forward to hearing them and other 

students and adults read in the next 

few months.  
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Annual Morning At Capitol  
National Council of Jewish Women and 

Hadassah invite you to attend the 2011 

Annual Jewish Womenõs Morning  

(8:45 to 12:30) at the Capitol. This is  

an engaging opportunity for Jewish 

women to come together to learn about 

and converse with legislative represen-

tatives on important issues affecting 

women, children, and families in  

Minnesota. The March 15 morning 

event is free and open to all Jewish 

women. Please contact Alexandra  

David at alexandra.s.david@gmail.com 

or pick up a flyer near the front lobby to  

register. 

Donald and Helen Swartz Israel  

Scholarship Fund Increases Grants  
 

In 2000, Donald and Helen Swartz, 

along with their children, created an 

Israel endowment fund. The goal of 

the fund is to encourage bar/bat  

mitzvah students to take advantage  

of approved educational trips to Israel. 

A $500.00 scholarship was available 

to students between the ages of 15  

to 21.  
 

Over the past 10 years, the costs of 

an Israel experience have increased 

dramatically. With that in mind, the 

Swartz Family has chosen to re-shape 

the program and award each student 

with a grant of $1,500.00.  
 

òHelen and I have always been  

supporters of the State of Israel and 

have seen how a trip to the holy land 

can dramatically affect young peopleõs 

lives,ó said Donald.  
 

As part of the grant, students agree to volunteer 20 hours with a Jewish  

organization within 12 months of their return, and share their Israeli experiences 

with students in our religious school. In addition, students and their families are 

encouraged to make donations to the fund in the future so that other students 

can take advantage of this very special program.  
 

The change from an endowment fund to a restricted fund means that at some 

point 100 percent of the funds will be used.  
 

Congregants should keep in mind that there are programs operated by the UJFC, 

with the assistance of the Elliott Belzer Family, with available scholarship funds.  
 

Donald and Helen have been pillars of our congregation, said Temple President 

Michael Saxon. Donald served as President of our congregation and Helen was 

active in Sisterhood, Religious School and Annual Fund Raisers. We will forever be 

grateful to them and their family for their ongoing support of the Temple of Aaron 

and our families.  
 

If you have questions about the Swartz Israel Scholarship fund, please contact 

Director of Education Joshua Fineblum, Youth Director Robby Erlich, or Executive 

Director Ken Agranoff. 

Practices Change and  

Synagogue Adjusts  
The most common practice for decades 

was holding the post funeral meal in the 

home coordinated by friends followed by 

shivah in the home. Changing living  

arrangements, distance, family living 

out-of-town, and space limitations have 

created a need for the synagogue and/

or Sholom Home to periodically help 

with the meal and the hosting of the 

shivah. There are a variety of synagogue 

space options for the shivah with the 

Capp Lounge being the primary selec-

tion for a variety of good reasons. The 

post funeral family meal is a little more 

challenging at the synagogue given the 

short notice and part-time kitchen staff. 

We explore reasonable options so family 

and friends can make a decision that 

best suits their immediate needs. Rabbi 

Shavit-Lonstein, Cantor Kowitz and  

Executive Director Ken Agranoff are  

prepared to help clarify the options so 

decisions can be made.  

Food Shelf Mission  

Impossible? Not if you help.  
Help us make 

progress in the 

statewide fight 

against hun-

ger. Support 

our food shelf!  
 

You can leave 

food at the 

synagogue. 

You can use 

our website and make an online  

donation. You can mail a check to  

chair person Harriet Levy and she will 

mail a card for a celebration, get well  

or condolence. 

Fourth Annual SPIN Passover Seder for the  

Interfaith Community ñ April 3, 2011  
SPIN (the Saint Paul Interfaith Network) invites the community to its fourth annual 

Passover Seder for the Interfaith Community, held this year on Sunday evening,  

April 3, at Mount Zion. Led by Rabbi Amy Eilberg, along with adult and youth leaders 

of several religious traditions, the Seder expresses the universal longing for freedom, 

justice, and transformation in our lives and in our world through ritual, readings,  

song, and a shared meal.  
 

Check-in at 4:30 p.m.; Seder from 5 p.m. sharp ð 8 p.m. Cost: $20 for light  

vegetarian dinner. Pre-registration and pre-payment required by March 28 deadline; 

you may register and pay on-line at SPINõs new website, or send a check made out to 

òSPACC/SPINó to the Saint Paul Area Council of Churches, 1671 Summit Ave., Saint 

Paul, 55105, with òInterfaith Sederó in the memo line, by March 28. 
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Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 
This monthõs spotlight goes to Marcia 

Taple!  

 

Marcia has been a member of Temple 

of Aaron since 1971. In 1976, Bob 

Fisher, Youth Director, asked Marcia to 

be part of the Youth Committee, and 

several years later she became chair of 

the committee. This was the beginning 

of her involvement at the Temple.  

 

Marcia and Maynard were married in 

1961, and together, they raised three 

children, Loren, Shari and Norman and 

she is very proud of all of them and 

their accomplishments. She is  

especially proud, that along with  

herself, her sons are re-developing 

Katzman Monument Company, a  

business that was formerly owned by 

her Dad, Jack Katzman. The business 

will have its own website and will be 

conducted on the internet. It makes her 

feel very good that her Dadõs name will 

be carried on. Marciaõs family bonus is 

her five grandchildren, Bayley, Miri, 

Levi, Marc, and Rachel. Unfortunately, 

Maynard did not know Levi, Marc, or 

Rachel, as he passed away in 1997.  

 

Marcia has been very active in the  

Sisterhood. She was president from 

2001-2008, and right now, she is  

program vice president. At present,  

she serves as an Area Director on the  

IntraContinental Region Board of 

Womenõs League. She is also one of the 

local co-chairs of the IntraContinental 

Region Conference that is being hosted 

by Temple of Aaron Sisterhood, May 15-

17. Marcia also chairs the Gift Shop of 

which she was instrumental in its  

redesign of merchandise as well as  

the redecorating of the shop, itself.  

 

Outside of the Temple, Marcia served 

on her 50 year high school reunion 

committee and has reconnected with 

many of her classmates. She also 

teaches piano privately, something she 

has done since she was 14 years old. 

She began the study of piano at the age 

of seven.  

 

When you canõt find Marcia at home, 

you can usually find her at the Temple. 

She considers Temple of Aaron as her 

òhome away from home,ó and looks 

forward to many more years of involve-

ment at the Temple.  

 

Thank you Marcia for all you do! 

 

ñ Jim Leventhal ñ 

Marcia Taple 

Mazal Tov to Temple of Aaron members 

Brianna and Benjamin Axelrod on the 

Bris of their son, Lincoln, this past week. 

The celebration included joyous grand-

parents Semyon and Lydia Axelrod, 

along with Brian and Chris Turnquist. As 

he has entered the covenant, so may he 

attain the blessings of Torah, Huppah 

and maõasim tovim, good deeds.  
 

Please note we are pleased to place 

member birth announcements in our 

monthly newsletter.  

 

Board Approves Annual  

Passover Fund  
 

Temple of Aaron has effectively worked 

for 100 years due to our members  

generosity with time, creativity, caring, 

spirit and financial support. Passover 

means religious freedom and support 

for the Annual Passover Fund will  

provide more financial freedom for  

the synagogue.  
 

Please support this voluntary option at  

$18 or more so we have the freedom to 

help members with dues and/or tuition 

in special circumstances. Our Board has 

heard your firm and steady voice to 

maintain our foundation of Shabbat and 

daily services, educational programs for 

children and adults, community building 

programs, social justice programs, life-

cycle events, and maintain our beautiful 

building 365 days per year.  

Start Planning for 2nd Seder  

Tuesday April 19, 2011  
Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein and Cantor  

Kowitz will lead our 53rd Seder in Stein 

Hall. Reserve a chair or a full table by 

mailing in your check or calling with a 

credit card. Adults are $34 ( non-

members $38 ). Children under 13 are 

$18. Join us for a community seder and 

enjoy our beautiful traditions with expert 

leadership and participation by all  

attending.  

Tuesday Book Club ñ 6:30 p.m.  
 

March 15 - Wise Men and Their Tales - Elie Wiesel  
 

April 12 - A Book Thief - Zuzak  
 

May 17 - Rashiõs Daughter (1) - Maggie Anton  
 

June 21 - An Execution in the Family - Robert Meeropol  
 

July 19 - The Last Jew - Noah Gordon  
 

Call Deb Bachrach with questions:  

651-690-4130  
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I am writing to you in anticipation of my 

trip to Israel through Birthright. I would 

like to also describe the incredible effect 

this trip had on me. I have friends who 

have gone to Israel and told me I would 

fall completely in love with the place. I 

went on the trip skeptical that I would be 

that susceptible to the powers of  

Israel. To make a long story short, I was 

completely wrong. I now know how in-

credible of a place Israel is. From the 

hills of Jerusalem to the shores of Tel 

Aviv to the wondrous expanse of the 

Negev, I completely fell in love with the 

terrain, and just as importantly, the peo-

ple. Israelis are such wonderful people in 

the face of daily adversity, it is absolutely 

remarkable. I am very thankful to the 

Birthright organization for allowing me to 

experience everything that is great about 

Israel, and I didnõt have to pay a dime to 

do it. I would encourage anyone who has 

not been to Israel to do so through this 

program. It may be exhausting, but what 

they show you and teach you makes it all 

worth it. Having active Israeli soldiers on 

the trip also adds another layer of  

perspective and takes the Birthright  

experience into the stratosphere.  

I would like to say that I will absolutely  

be returning to Israel, hopefully in the 

next few years. I can truly say that it is  

a second home to me.  

 

Sincerely,  

Jacob Meltzer  

Son of Rhonda Schwartz & Curt Meltzer  

We will Help Caregivers  

with Solid Advice  
 

At Temple of Aaron, we have many 

members who are caregivers. Some are 

part-time and some are full-time. We all 

want the best for our loved ones but the 

caregivers need consideration, too.  

St. Paulõs Jewish Family Service has 

offered to help our caregivers in provid-

ing assistance to our loved ones by  

importing important knowledge and 

advice to the caregivers. If you want to 

take advantage of this wonderful  

opportunity, we will be meeting on  

Sunday, April 10 at 10:30am-12:00 

noon at Temple of Aaron. Please join us 

as we consider forming a support group 

to help each other get through very  

challenging times in our lives. RSVP  

your attendance to Kathy Berg at  

651-698-8874, ext. 107.  

Member Reacts to Israel Visit  

Free Purim Seudah 
Saturday, March 19, 2011  

at 6:15 p.m.  followed by 

Megillah Reading 
In Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 

Members and non-members 

of all ages are welcome to 

join us and have fun. 
Purim Seudah is endowed by Nancy 

Berkley in memory of her parents  

Dorothy and Charles Margolis, and by 

Marcia and Herbert Bernick in honor  

of their children and grandchildren.  

Purim groggers are endowed by Joanna 

& Michael Volk, and Sheryl & Wesley 

Schochet in honor of Lois & Larry  

Schochet. Purim Booklet is underwritten 

by Marion & E. Gary Klein and Burneice 

& Bill Goldetsky in memory of Isador  

& Bessie Goldetsky.  

   Purim is a minor holiday with a major 

message. Beneath its carefree exterior, 

there is a sober lesson for all people. 

   To the tyrant it offers the grim reminder 

that he who kindles the flames of hatred 

for another is lighting a fire underneath 

his own home. Intolerance is the mad-

ness that gods inflict upon those whom 

they would destroy. 

   The right to differ has been dearly paid 

for. Rivers of Jewish blood were spilled 

by every variety of totalitarian power ð 

spiritual no less than political, church  

no less than state ð which wanted to 

remake the Jew in its own image. 

   America has been called the land of 

òfabulous differences.ó These differ-

ences are Americaõs glory and strength.  

If our individuality is bleached out, we 

will become the bland leading the bland.  

The American ideal is that each of us has 

the right to be ourselves. The right to 

differ is as holy as the right to be. 

Some Thoughts on Celebrating Purim  


