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OUR 5770/2010 CONFIRMATION CLASS  
 

SUSAN BALTO ................................. 2336 Copperfield Drive (55120) ........... Ronald/Karen  

MATTHEW BERNICK ....................... 624 Hampshire Drive (55120) .............. Alan/Lisa  

ANDREW BERNICK+#= .................. 1742 Lexington Ave S (55118) ............. Steven/Vivian  

SOPHIE GOTLIEB+#= ..................... 2455 Park Lane (55120) ...................... William/Julie  

MELISSA MARKS ............................ 1965 Dorothea (55116) ........................ Jeff/Lori  

DYLAN NORGARD ........................... 911 Ridgewood Dr.  ............................... Charly/Sheri  

 St. Croix Falls (WI 54024) 

SAMANTHA SALTZMAN+=ss .......... 1921 Glenhill Road (55118) ................. Daniel/Jodi  

ISAAC SPECKTOR* ......................... 3544 16th Ave. S (55407) .................... Mordecai/Maj-Britt  

EZRA STROHM+# ........................... 1829 Faro Lane (55118) ....................... James/Leslie  

MAX WEINBERGER+ ....................... 4529 Oak Pond Circle (55123) ............. Richard/Judy  

 8690 Asiatic Ave. (55077) .................... Marjie  

MORGAN WERTHAUSER+# ............ 1235 Knollwood Lane (55118) ............. Alan/Judy  

WILLIAM ZIEN+# ............................. 838 Cheri Lane ....................................... Terry/Chaya  

 

+ TEMPLE OF AARON HONORS  

# TEMPLE OF AARON SHABBAT TUTOR  

= TEMPLE OF AARON HEBREW SCHOOL ASSISTANT  

*  ST. PAUL TALMUD TORAH MIDRASHA  

ss YAD HAZAKA  

 

Thank you to Milbern Clothing and Bernick Family for donating gowns. 

100th Annual Meeting  
Set for 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 

23, 2010. President Nancy Lane in-

vites all members to join us as we 

recap the past twelve months of 

achievements. Committee reports, 

clergy news, and more will make this 

morning meeting very special. 

 

We will elect new board members 

who have served the synagogue and 

will help us create a healthy vision  

for our future in the fast-changing 

21st century. 

The Centennial Time  

Capsule Event  
will be held Sunday, October 10, 

2010. Eve and Steve Kafitz, Florie and 

Bob Marvy, Liz and Richard Strimling 

are planning a wide range of meaning-

ful activities to help create a memora-

ble time capsule commemorating 100 

years. 

 

We will include our members, our 

schools, and other key stakeholders.  

We welcome additional meaningful 

ideas. 

We Are Honoring  

Wendy Goodman May 14  

Wendy joined the Temple of Aaron in 

1993 and she is retiring as our Director 

of Youth Services in May 2010. 

 

Her dedication, vision, warmth, and  

persuasiveness helped build our school 

programs: toddler/parent class, Shaller 

Hebrew School, South Suburb School, 

Honors Program, Junior-Senior Seminar, 

and expansion of our teen tutor and 

teaching assistant program. 

 

We thank Wendy and wish her good 

luck and good health in the years to 

come. Please join us at 8:00 p.m.  

Friday, May 14 and share your support 

for her vast array of successes at the 

synagogue. We need your help in baking 

for the oneg to build community. 

 

Our school picnic on May 16 will also 

honor Wendy with Martha and Ernie 

Gulner serving as honorary chairs. She 

will also be recognized at the May 18 

Confirmation Service. 

 



A rare opportunity has landed in our 

laps. The Dead Sea Scrolls have made 

the journey from the caves next to the 

Dead Sea to the shores of the Missis-

sippi, and are available to view at the 

Science Museum of Minnesota until the 

end of October.  

 

These ancient fragments of texts are  

a tangible connection with our past.  

The Hebrew letters, while faded, are 

instantly recognizable. The verses, 

some from the book of Isaiah and some 

from Psalms, can be found in any  

modern Tanach (Hebrew Bible volume.) 

Seeing a piece of parchment from 

2,000 years ago, and knowing that it 

matches the books Jews across the 

world read from and pray with daily, is  

a spine-chilling experience.  

 

The exhibit space at the Science  

Museum in St. Paul is well designed 

and full of educational resources  

designed to engage the entire family.  

In addition to the text fragments, there 

are videos, displays, activities and mod-

els. One of the Temple of Aaronõs own 

Torah scrolls is also on display, along 

with an extensive look at the newly  

created St. Johnõs Bible.  

 

I encourage everyone to view the scrolls 

while they are in the St. Paul. And I  

would be interested to hear what you 

think.  
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

 

MAY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

 5 Judy and Rick Weinberger 

 10 Shelley and Sherman Lovejoy 

 10 Dana and Jeff Prottas  

 15 Victoria and Laurence Cooper 

 20 Chelle and Mark Miller 

 20 Faye and Ed Feinstein  

 30 Susan and Alan Divine  

 40 Alexandra and Gedaly Meerovich  

 51 Maxine and Leon Simon  

 52 Arlene and Murray Appelbaum 

 55 Carla and Ron Miller  

 57 Rae and Arnold Divine 

 57 Anna and Mikhail Leyderman  

 59 Fran and Sid Jerson  

 60 Mary and Sam Saide  

 61 Fanya Feygina & Boris Grinshpun 

 62 Helen and Ed Smith  

Shavuot Begins May 18, 2010  
 

We start the holiday at 7:30pm on Tuesday with our tenth graders participating in our 

traditional sanctuary confirmation service. The symbolic value is the class confirming 

its allegiance to a Jewish way of life. 

 

 At 9 pm on Tuesday, we continue with a Tikkun Shavuot led by Ritual Coordinator 

Larry Eisenstadt. We pray and study to prepare spiritually for Shavuot. This holiday 

commemorates the giving of the Torah to the Jewish people. 

 

We have a 9:00 a.m. service led by Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein and Cantor Mitchell 

Kowitz Wednesday, May 19, 2010, followed by the annual blintz bletter which is  

endowed in memory of Edward and Esther Tilsen. 

 

We have a 9:00 a.m. Shabbat Shavuot service with Yizkor on Thursday, May 20, 

1010, followed by kiddush endowed by the David A. Berg family. To add visual 

beauty, the Marvin & Ossie Perlman Flower Fund adds bemah flowers.  

 

Moses encountered God on Mount Sinai and wrote down what he was told. The Torah 

was presented to the Jewish people in 1289 B.C.E.  Moses was a good teacher and 

prophet and the Torah is often called the 5 Books of Moses. The Torah is one part of 

our Bible. The other two parts are Prophets and Holy Writings. The Torah is both our 

most sacred object and the most sacred text.  

 

The Torahõs purpose is to provide instructions for finding and following the path of 

God and the path to God. The words in the Torah contain 304,805 letters and some 

ancient sages taught that all the wisdom in the universe is hidden within these  

letters.  

An Ancient View of the Present  
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Cantorõs Column 
History of Bar Mitzvah  

During the holiday of Passover, Larry 

Eisenstadt taught a lunch & learn about 

the history of Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  I found 

this information so interesting and valu-

able that I wanted to share it with you, 

our Temple of Aaron Congregation.   

I hope that it enriches your knowledge  

and educates all of us about our history 

and customs. In the mid-20th century  

we modernized the approach to include  

females. 

 

History of Bar Mitzvah  

By Hayyim Schauss 

 

Originally bar mitzvah meant simply 

òcoming of age.ó The ceremony devel-

oped much later. 

 

Schauss traces bar mitzvah from biblical 

and talmudic times, when it meant sim-

ply reaching the age of majority, through 

later ceremonial observances of the  

occasion. Particularly interesting is his 

focus on customs surrounding the bar 

mitzvah ceremony, both in Ashkenazic 

and Sephardic traditions. He also sug-

gests why it became traditional for the 

bar mitzvah to read the maftir, the last  

of the section of the Torah portion on a 

Shabbat. Adapted with permission from 

The Lifetime of a Jew Throughout the 

Ages of Jewish History (UAHC Press, now 

out of print). 

 

In the Bible, a man reached the age of 

majority at age 20, when he was eligible 

for war and taxation. In talmudic times, 

the age of majority was moved to 13, and 

in recognition of the sonõs change in 

status, the father pronounced a blessing 

in which he praised God for relieving him 

of responsibility for his son's conduct. 

But no celebration marked the occasion. 

 

Talmud Allows Ritual Involvement of  

Minors   During the talmudic era and 

early medieval times, a ceremony made 

no sense, because a minor was permit-

ted to participate in all religious obser-

vances as soon as he was considered 

mentally fit [to do so]. He was called up 

to an aliyah to say blessings over the 

Torah and was supposed to wear tefillin, 

or phylacteries. The minor was even  

encouraged to fast on Yom Kippur. Two 

years before he turned 13, a child fasted 

until noon, and a year before his major-

ity, he fasted the whole day. 

 

The distinction between a minor and one 

who had obtained his majority was theo-

retical. The latter did as a religious duty 

what a minor did optionally. The majority 

was not distinguished by additional  

religious duties and privileges, and there-

fore the attainment of majority could not 

be marked by any special observances. 

Until late in the Middle Ages, the attain-

ment of majority was an uneventful date 

in the life of the Jew. 

 

As Minorõs Religious Rights Give Way, 

Age of Majority Gains Importance  

Gradually, during the later Middle Ages, 

this situation underwent a change. The 

religious rights that the Talmud accorded 

to the minor were now restricted. He was 

deprived of the right to be òcalled upó to 

the reading of the Torah. He was no 

longer permitted to wear tefillin. The at-

tainment of majority gained new impor-

tance as an attainment of new religious 

rights, and the ground was prepared for 

a ceremony around the bar mitzvah, as a 

boy 13 years old was beginning to be 

called. 

 

In the 16th century, among the Jews of 

Germany and Poland, it was the  

accepted custom that a boy could not 

begin to wear tefillin before the day  

following his 13th birthday. This custom 

was modified in the 17th century. The 

boy began wearing tefillin two or three 

months before he became bar mitzvah, 

so that by the time he reached his  

majority he was well acquainted with  

the practice and rules of laying tefillin. 

 

The right of a minor to be called up to the 

bimah, or pulpit, for the reading of the 

Torah underwent a similar development 

among the Ashkenazim (German and 

Polish Jews). As far back as the 13th 

century among the Franco-German Jews, 

the privilege of being called up for the 

reading of the Torah was withdrawn from 

minors. Only on Simchat Torah, the last 

day of Sukkot, could minors enjoy this 

right. The attainment of religious majority 

signified the attainment of the right to 

have an aliyah ñ to witness the reading 

of the Torah on the bimah and to recite 

the blessings over it. 

 

These two religious rights, laying tefillin 

and being called up to the Torah,  

became the most essential features of 

the bar mitzvah observance. In the 16th 

century it was obligatory to call up the 

bar mitzvah lad to the reading of the  

Torah on the Sabbath coinciding with or 

following his 13th birthday. 

Torah Reading  
We are indebted to have such tal-

ented and capable students and 

adults that can read torah at our 

congregation. The following students 

and adults participated in reading 

torah for the holiday of Passover: 

Cheryl Bier, Emily Saxon, Joe Lane, 

Michael Rutzick, Helen Derechin, Eli 

Newell, Luke & Bree Peilen, Harriet 

Lerman, Bethelee Ballinger, Diane 

Greenberger, Mary Clark, Hannah 

Saltzman, Sonya Rosen, Michael & 

Shelly Kowitz, Jamie Oskey, Danny 

Axelrod, Charlie Rosenblum, Hannah 

Gilberstadt and Max Lowenthal.   

 

The following students received their 

Golden Kepah over the Passover 

holiday: Danny Axelrod and Michael 

Rutzick. 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 
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 Department of  Youth Services 
Honors Program Graduates 

10 Students May 14  
We are pleased and proud to announce 

that we are graduating the following:  

Andy Bernick (Steve and Vivian)  

Sophie Gotlieb (Bill and Julie)  

Samantha Saltzman (Dan and Jodi)  

Ezra Strohm (Jim and Leslie)  

Max Weinberger (Rick and Judy, Marjie)  

Morgan Werthauser (Al and Judy)  

William Zien (Terry and Chaya)  

 

Students in grades 8 thru 10 are able to 

enroll in our special HONORS program 

which is required to become a Shabbat 

morning tutor. They are fortunate to 

have well-qualified teachers who make 

these students a huge priority. They 

begin each evening with dinner provided 

by Svetlana in our kitchen, and by Ce-

cilõs. Everyone LOVES to socialize while 

eating. Our dedicated staff include: 

Charlie Goodman (8th grade), Rachel 

Winthrop (8th grade). The 9th grade and 

10th grade look forward to studying with 

Ernie Gulner and Alex Locke.  

 

Look in your mail over the next two 

weeks as we begin registration for the 

schools at the Temple.  

 

May 14 Graduation from  

our ROSSY AND RICHARD  

HEBREW SCHOOL!  
WE WILL BE GRADUATING THE FOLLOW-

ING STUDENTS:  

Jessica Agranoff (Ken/Tracey), Marley 

Applebaum (Paul/Erika), Brandon 

Bloom (Stuart/Marilyn), Jordan Castle 

(Robert/ Dina), Alexis Dockman 

(Michael/Stacy), Joshua Edelstein 

(Steven/Sandra), Rachel Feinstein 

(Edward/Faye), Hannah Gilberstaft 

(Phillip/Sherrl), Sophie Gleekel (James/

Sherri), Andrew Gleeman (Mark/Kristin), 

Max Goldberger (Mitchell/Andrea),  

Jayson Gouette (Stephanie/Steven), 

Brandon Krisko (Brian/Jennifer),  

Alexander Lev (Eduard/Yelena), Daniel 

Lev (Eduard/Yelena), Jordan Moradian 

(Eddie/Becky), Max Najilis (Paul/Janet), 

Alex Olker (Wade/Irina) Hannah Saltz-

man (Daniel/Jodi), Maya Strohm 

(James/Leslie), Miri Taple (Robin/

Loren), Carolyn Toenges (Jeffrey/Julie), 

Hannah Warling (Darin/Deb), David  

Wilton (Peter/Madee), and Eli Zelle 

(Daniel/Laura).  

 

TODAH RABAH to our fantastic teaching 

staff! We appreciate all that they do ñ 

their creativity, their caring, their over-

whelming dedication and hard work, 

their support and their flexibility. Each 

one is special and is well deserving  

of our gratitude and appreciation: 

Margie Schneider, Bonnie Reinke, 

Reenie Gitlin, Heather Grams,  

Deborah Jopp, Wendy Oskey, Lindsay 

Berg, Anne Bloomberg, Mark Divine, 

Eddie Winthrop, Robin Taple, Larry 

Eisenstadft, Lisa Rothstein, Shari 

Lowenthal, Aaron Liebo, Charlie Good-

man, Rachel Winthrop, Elyse Levine-

Less, Alex Locke, Ernie Gulner, Cantor 

Kowitz, Rabbbi Shavit-Lonstein, Tracey 

Agranoff and Wendy Baldinger 

 

A special TODAH RABAH to Betty Agran-

off and Nancy Reich. They were our 

readng grandparents who read Holo-

caust stories to our elementary stu-

dents. We appreciate their taking on 

such a difficult task and making Yom 

Hashoa more palpable.  

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

Jodi Saltzman,  

Director of Youth Services 

jodisaltzman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 103 

Wendy Goodman Hemingway,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendy@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

Jason Andler Memorial  

Israel Leadership Award  

We will present the award to  

Jeanne Bloomberg at our 8:00 pm  

service on May 14, 2010. 



DR. JEFFREY WEINGARTEN MEMORIAL AWARD WINNERS 

Sam Gantman 

 

Emilee Skadron 

 

Miri Taple 

 

 

Sam Weinberger 

 

Rachel Lerman 

REMINDER:  THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO ALREADY  

REGISTERED FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR.   

PLEASE DO SO IF YOU HAVENõT DONE SO! 

Awards will be presented 

during services May 14.  

This yearõs awardees are: 

5th grade:  Sam Gantman  

6th grade:  Emilee Skadron  

7th grade:  Miri Taple  

8th grade:  Sam Weinberger 

9th grade:  Rachel Lerman 

DR. JEFFREY WEINGARTEN  

DR. JEFFREY WEINGARTEN  

MEMORIAL AWARD  
 

Dr. Weingartenõs parents, Felicia and Leon Wein-

garten, established this special award in loving 

memory of their son. Jeff graduated at the top of 

his medical school class and was an outstanding 

and dedicated doctor. He was a devoted and  

conscientious Jew who lived according to the  

highest principles of Judaism. His combination of 

Judaism, public service and compassion serve as 

an inspiration for generations to come. Teachers 

and staff choose one student in each 5th through 

9th grade. They must qualify for the award as out-

standing members of their class, showing enthusi-

asm, respect, and a love of Judaic learning.    
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Danny Axelrod is a 9th grade honor 

roll student at Henry Sibley High 

School in Mendota Heights, where 

he plays on the varsity tennis and 

freshman basketball teams. He also 

likes to participate in all kinds of 

sports, collect sports memorabilia, 

hang out with friends, listen to  

music, and travel. Danny is the son 

of Linda and Lenny Axelrod, and the 

grandson of the late Howard and 

Olivia (Sis) Geller, and the late  

Morris and Doris Axelrod of  

Indianapolis. 

Axelrod Earns Golden Kepah  

Shrine Circus Visits  

Sholom Home  
April 8, 2010 sparkled as our  

members Jim Berg (current Shrinerõs  

Potentate), Marvin Edelstein (former 

Potentate), and Neil Gitlin. Members 

Helen & Itzy Smith and Bev Edelstein 

enjoyed the show. The auditorium 

was filled to capacity with residents 

from assisted living and the nursing 

home. Member Renee Kvasnik 

helped transport people. Jim was  

in his sparkling regalia and did a  

vignette with a clown. There was a 

juggler, and a act with puppies and  

a lady leading them through their 

hoops. There were a dozen clowns in 

full costume mingling. There was a 

very fun photo of member Bess Price 

and a clown that was given to her 

daughter Jean to put in her room.  
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Jordann Rutzick and Leah Haugen explore 

the matzah factory  

Court Jesters Ben Saxon and Gilad Segal 

Aunt and uncle Andrea Warren and Mitchell Thomes with 

nephew Connor Truesdell. 

Setting up with Evana Kvasnik, Rachel Lerman and Rachel Haim 

Taking a break in the Sanctuary Dad Tony Weinstine and Liam 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
March 2010   Adar-Nisan 5770 

Abramson, Rich 

Agranoff, Betty 

Alch, Sandra 

Alexander, Dana 

Bader, Max 

Baines, Sandy 

Bar, Gitya 

Barenbaum, Bettie 

Berde, Doris & family 

Bergeron, Barbara 

Binder, Jay 

Binkin, Vladimir 

Braginsky, Isya 

Brody, Ed  

Calof, Rochelle 

Chase, Hazel 

Chauss, Barbara 

Cherner, Zhanneta 

Devitt, Elaine & Ed 

Dvora, Hildi 

Edelstein, Rebecca 

Eisenstadt, Linda & Larry 

Engler, Patti & Lee 

Feldman, Kayleen & Ben 

Finn, Eleanor 

Flynn, John & Susan 

Fredkove, Sybil 

Fridman, Alla & Vlad 

Gak, Feliks & Vysotsky, Alla 

Garbuz, Khaye 

Geller, Rosie & Loren 

Getsug, Elissa & Ray 

Glassman, Samuel 

Gleeman, Harriet 

Goldetsky, Celia 

Gordon, Frank & Cookie 

Gorina, Ira 

Grobovsky, Nancy & Rick 

Grossman, Rose 

Grunbaum, Eleanor 

Kagan, Galina 

Kaplan, Esther 

Kaplan, Burleigh 

Kaplan, Fred 

Kaster, Barbara 

Katz, Morris 

Katz, Sidney 

Kaufman, Ida 

Khovich, Sim 

Krinsky, Renee 

Levine, Allen & Nancy 

Levy, Harriet 

Linden, Harry 

Malmon, Stan 

Malmon, Cathy 

Marofsky, Edith 

Marver, John & Jeannie 

Marvy, Bob, Florie & family 

Michaels, Noreen 

Miller, Miriam 

Miller, Ann 

Miller, C. Dennis 

Noun, Joan & Norman 

Orenstein, Sally 

Orloff, Arnold 

Patterson, Esther & family 

Peker, Busya 

Pfleiderer, Adrianne & Bill 

Rosen, Bernice 

Rosen, Fran & family 

Rosenthal, Goldie 

Rothman, Annelise 

Rubenstein, Ada 

Sadowsky, Abel 

Schraber, David & Paula 

Schumeister, Ruth Ann 

Schwartz, Tobi 

Sevak, Delia & family 

Shear, Gerald & Isabelle 

Siegler, Sylvan & Merna 

Silverstein, Sybil 

Simes, Hy & Josephine 

Slutsky, Efim 

Smith, Dede & David 

Smith, Richard 

Solodkina, Rakhil 

Stacker, Max 

Stillman, Tom & Sue 

Straus, Zelda & Stanley 

Swartz, Helen & Don 

Tilsen, Bob 

Tilsner, William 

Upin, Alan 

Usem, Arnold & Harriet 

Weisberg, Morton & Ruth 

Wolkowicz, Joe 

Zaretsky, Karolina 

Zats, Betty 

 ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . .  to St Paul JCC's Rabbi Sharon 

Stiefel and Sam Eberhart for organiz-

ing the annual Passover for All food 

bags we distributed to some  

members.  

. . . to Delia Sevak, Betty Agranoff and 

Burt Katz for labeling nearly 1,200 

April 2010 Aaronions we mail to 

members throughout North America. 

. . . to Becca and Jonathan Kvasnik 

and team members for a spectacular 

Centennial FunFest. 
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Sue Lapinsky  
Solomon Berolskiy  
Charles Lapinsky  
Bernice Makiesky  
Goldie Rosenthal  

 

Memorial Plaques 

Have Been Displayed For 
 

Pauline Getsug  
Ethyl ñEthieò Rutzick 

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651 -698-8874  
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Wendy Goodman, Dir. Yth Serv.  112 

  Wendy Hemingway, Dir. Yth Serv.  115 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv.  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst.   107 

  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst.  100 

  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr.  110 

  Ken Agranoff, Exec. Dir.  106 

  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup.  121 

  Lisa Rothstein, Program Mgr.  104 

  Jodi Saltzman, Dir. Yth Serv.  103 

Amos and Celia Heilicher  

Minneapolis Jewish Day 

School Prospective Parent 

Open House  
Friday, May 7, 2010, 9:30 -11:30 a.m.  

4330 Cedar Lake Road, St. Louis Park, 

952.381.3566  

 

Full-day kindergarten through grade 8. 

Open to students mid-program, with 

little or no Hebrew language experience.  

For more information, to RSVP or to 

schedule a private meeting/tour con-

tact: Abbe Payton, HMJDS Admissions &  

Outreach Director, 952.381.3566, 

apayton@HeilicherJDS.org 

www.HelicherJDS.org  

 

Save Pressure, Plan Ahead  
Select your cemetery graves by  

scheduling a 15-minute meeting with 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff,  

651-698-8874 x106, to review  

options, locations and financial  

information. 



Last Stages of Bylaw Revision ñ We Need Member Input  
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Our Board of Directors guided by the Governance Committee is 

approaching the final stages of a multi year process to review 

and revise our congregationõs bylaws. Temple of Aaron oper-

ates as a nonprofit corporation under Minnesota law and a  

tax-exempt organization under 501(c)(3) of the Internal  

Revenue Code. Think of the bylaws as our constitution.   

 

Bylaws help define the organization and its governance struc-

ture. If questions arise down the road, Bylaws help future staff 

and board members determine the actions that must occur. 

Minnesota Statute 317A, known as the Nonprofit Corporation 

Act, generally allows the non-profit to provide its own rules and 

such rules take precedence as long as they donõt conflict with 

the statute. Minnesota Council of Nonprofits and other organi-

zations dedicated nonprofit management excellence recom-

mend review of governance documents every few years.  

 

The last major review and restatement of the Temple of Aaron 

bylaws occurred in 1984 with further amendments in 1986 

and 1992. Bylaws are not something you want or need to re-

visit all the time.  

 

The Board will be voting on whether to recommend to the 

Membership a restatement of the Temple of Aaron bylaws at 

the next Board of Directors Meeting on Thursday, June 17. 

Before the Board makes its recommendation, we welcome 

member input and the opportunity to answer your questions 

and explain the new approach. Here is how you can help:  

 

Beginning Wednesday, May 26, 2010, the following materials 

will be available for your review: the current bylaws, the pro-

posed new bylaws, including a brief explanation after each 

article of changes from the current approach, and Governance 

Committee briefing memorandum on key policy issues and 

recommendations used to direct the rewrite.   

 

For your convenience, materials will be accessible three ways: 

on the website to be viewed online, picked up at the  

synagogue office, or mailed to you upon request by phone  

or email to Ken Agranoff. 

 

The Governance Committee will host two meetings in our  

Belzer Family Conference Room (Sunday June 6 at 10am and 

Thursday June 10 at 7pm). Come to one of the meetings to 

ask questions and share your thoughts.  

 

If you prefer, consult personally with a member of the Commit-

tee: Rhonda Schwartz, Chair, Alan Bernick, Mark Adelman, 

Cheryl Bier, Andrew Katz, Julie Sander, or Nathan Maki.  

 

Direct comments to Executive Director Ken Agranoff in writing, 

by phone or email. He will either answer your inquiry or forward 

on to the Committee to respond. 

  

Support this change! Later this year, we will be seeking mem-

ber approval of the restated bylaws; monitor the website and 

Aaronian for more news to come. We will need several hun-

dred votes by proxy to make this change and we hope we can 

count on your vote and your willingness to rally others.  

 

Help us to better help you! Let us know how we can best get 

you, your family and friends at the synagogue comfortable with 

the bylaw recommendation. 

April 16 & 17 featured music, prayer, stories, speeches, food, 

warmth, video, pictures, decorations, tears, laughter and com-

munity. People of all ages came to Shabbat services to honor 

our Hazzan, Mitchell David Kowitz for over 20 years of dedi-

cated, creative service to our membership. David Baldinger 

served as chair of the planning committee. He led the way in 

recruiting participants for Shabbat services and designing a 

memorable Saturday night program. The Cantorõs entire family 

participated in all the aspects of the emotional weekend. 

Vivian Bernick created a scintillating scene for our Saturday 

dinner using her wide array of catering/decoration contacts to 

overwhelm the sell-out crowd. Jodi and Dan Saltzman helped 

prepare an award-winning video with the professional assis-

tance of member Matt Stern while physically supporting the 

myriad of details focused upon by Vivian Bernick. Tom Bartsch 

was the maestro coordinating the music at all the services  

and programs. David recruited Beryl Berke to organize a  

visually pleasing and delectable oneg and kiddush. Beryl  

recruited Eileen Garelick, Barbara Kaster, Carla Miller, Esther 

Capp and Anne Rae Sanderson to help and they recruited over 

40 bakers. Ron Miller added challot for the special oneg.  

Many other people volunteered to make things very special.  

 

Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein tied everything together at services and 

we were honored that Irv and Marie Kowitz attended and 

kvelled throughout the Shabbat morning service. Our Adult 

Choir was outstanding. Steve Greenberg accompanied by 

Sandy Atlas composed and performed a song with audience 

participation that people will talk about for years.  

875 Gather to Honor Cantor Kowitz  
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Sisterhood News 30% OFF ALL  

Blenko Glassware 
SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

New Tallitot 

Yads 

Giftware & Judaica 
 

Shop Early - Shop Often! 

We Gift Wrap! 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

& Bridal Registry 
Canõt Think of What to Buy?  

We Offer Gift Cards! 
 

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Support Your Synagogue 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9:00 - Noon 

Tuesday 10:00 - 2:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 1:00 

and 6:00 - 8:00  
 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030 

May Closing Program ñ 18 Dresses: A view of the Jewish wedding from the closet 

where all those. . .dresses hang.  Thursday, May 13, 6:30 p.m. dinner at Temple, fol-

lowed by the May closing program sponsored by Temple of Aaron Sisterhood and the 

St. Paul Chapter of Hadassah. Both organizations will have brief meetings and Hadas-

sah will honor its Youth Aliyah and Minyan members. A beautiful and nostalgic bridal 

fashion show will then be held. This program was conceived and will be directed by 

Bonnie Abrahamson. Models will present bridal fashions belonging to our members 

from over the decades, accompanied by pianist Marcia Taple and vocalists Cantor 

Mitchell Kowitz, Jennifer Schwartz and Bayley Taple, who will be performing Jewish 

wedding music. Send your check ($18/adults; $8/children 12 and under), payable to 

Temple of Aaron Sisterhood by May 6th, to Marcia Taple, 1833 Eagle Ridge Dr. #4, 

Mendota Heights, MN 55118. To request a vegetarian meal, in need of a ride or for 

any other questions, call Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030. 

*       *       *       *  

Book Club - May 16 ñ Safe Passage by Ida Cook. Meet at The Highland Café and  

Bakery in Highland Park at 10:00 a.m. to discuss this book. Questions, call Teddy 

Gerr (651-405-6658) or Anna Specktor (651-454-4612).  

*       *       *       *  

Knitting Club ñ This group meets the last Thursday of the month ñ May 27 ñ at 6:30 

p.m. in the Temple Library. All levels are encouraged to come to chat and learn. Bring 

your own needles and yarn. Feel free to come and crochet if that is your preference. 

Questions, call Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.  

*       *       *       *  

Giftshop ñ Donõt forget to register for all upcoming summer special occasions at the 

Giftshop. There is something for everyone, including gift cards. Check out Soul to 

Soul: A Guide, a new book by our member Judy Weinberger. Canõt get here during 

regular hours? Special appointments can be made. Questions, call the Giftshop at 

651-699-9192.  

*       *       *       *  

Building Fund Cards are always available for all occasions. Using these multi-purpose 

cards directly benefits our beautiful building and they are only a phone call away. 

Questions, call Janet Gordon at 651-698-8809 or Sis Goren at 651-686-0425.  

 

MINNESOTA  

FOOD SHARE 
 

Imagine if  

EVERY  

Minnesotan  

shared with their  

local shelf.  

ñ 

Mail checks or  

drop off food  

EVERY MONTH. 

Marcia Taple (left) and Cantor Mitchell Kowitz will be two of the musicians providing 

accompaniment for a bridal fashion show directed by Bonnie Abrahamson (right). 


