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OUR 5770/2010 CONFIRMATION CLASS  
 

SUSAN BALTO ................................. 2336 Copperfield Drive (55120) ........... Ronald/Karen  

MATTHEW BERNICK ....................... 624 Hampshire Drive (55120) .............. Alan/Lisa  

ANDREW BERNICK+#= .................. 1742 Lexington Ave S (55118) ............. Steven/Vivian  

SOPHIE GOTLIEB+#= ..................... 2455 Park Lane (55120) ...................... William/Julie  

MELISSA MARKS ............................ 1965 Dorothea (55116) ........................ Jeff/Lori  

DYLAN NORGARD ........................... 911 Ridgewood Dr.  ............................... Charly/Sheri  

 St. Croix Falls (WI 54024) 

SAMANTHA SALTZMAN+=ss .......... 1921 Glenhill Road (55118) ................. Daniel/Jodi  

ISAAC SPECKTOR* ......................... 3544 16th Ave. S (55407) .................... Mordecai/Maj-Britt  

EZRA STROHM+# ........................... 1829 Faro Lane (55118) ....................... James/Leslie  

MAX WEINBERGER+ ....................... 4529 Oak Pond Circle (55123) ............. Richard/Judy  

 8690 Asiatic Ave. (55077) .................... Marjie  

MORGAN WERTHAUSER+# ............ 1235 Knollwood Lane (55118) ............. Alan/Judy  

WILLIAM ZIEN+# ............................. 838 Cheri Lane ....................................... Terry/Chaya  

 

+ TEMPLE OF AARON HONORS  

# TEMPLE OF AARON SHABBAT TUTOR  

= TEMPLE OF AARON HEBREW SCHOOL ASSISTANT  

*  ST. PAUL TALMUD TORAH MIDRASHA  

ss YAD HAZAKA  

 

Thank you to Milbern Clothing and Bernick Family for donating gowns. 

100th Annual Meeting  
Set for 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 

23, 2010. President Nancy Lane in-

vites all members to join us as we 

recap the past twelve months of 

achievements. Committee reports, 

clergy news, and more will make this 

morning meeting very special. 

 

We will elect new board members 

who have served the synagogue and 

will help us create a healthy vision  

for our future in the fast-changing 

21st century. 

The Centennial Time  

Capsule Event  
will be held Sunday, October 10, 

2010. Eve and Steve Kafitz, Florie and 

Bob Marvy, Liz and Richard Strimling 

are planning a wide range of meaning-

ful activities to help create a memora-

ble time capsule commemorating 100 

years. 

 

We will include our members, our 

schools, and other key stakeholders.  

We welcome additional meaningful 

ideas. 

We Are Honoring  

Wendy Goodman May 14  

Wendy joined the Temple of Aaron in 

1993 and she is retiring as our Director 

of Youth Services in May 2010. 

 

Her dedication, vision, warmth, and  

persuasiveness helped build our school 

programs: toddler/parent class, Shaller 

Hebrew School, South Suburb School, 

Honors Program, Junior-Senior Seminar, 

and expansion of our teen tutor and 

teaching assistant program. 

 

We thank Wendy and wish her good 

luck and good health in the years to 

come. Please join us at 8:00 p.m.  

Friday, May 14 and share your support 

for her vast array of successes at the 

synagogue. We need your help in baking 

for the oneg to build community. 

 

Our school picnic on May 16 will also 

honor Wendy with Martha and Ernie 

Gulner serving as honorary chairs. She 

will also be recognized at the May 18 

Confirmation Service. 

 



A rare opportunity has landed in our 

laps. The Dead Sea Scrolls have made 

the journey from the caves next to the 

Dead Sea to the shores of the Missis-

sippi, and are available to view at the 

Science Museum of Minnesota until the 

end of October.  

 

These ancient fragments of texts are  

a tangible connection with our past.  

The Hebrew letters, while faded, are 

instantly recognizable. The verses, 

some from the book of Isaiah and some 

from Psalms, can be found in any  

modern Tanach (Hebrew Bible volume.) 

Seeing a piece of parchment from 

2,000 years ago, and knowing that it 

matches the books Jews across the 

world read from and pray with daily, is  

a spine-chilling experience.  

 

The exhibit space at the Science  

Museum in St. Paul is well designed 

and full of educational resources  

designed to engage the entire family.  

In addition to the text fragments, there 

are videos, displays, activities and mod-

els. One of the Temple of Aaronõs own 

Torah scrolls is also on display, along 

with an extensive look at the newly  

created St. Johnõs Bible.  

 

I encourage everyone to view the scrolls 

while they are in the St. Paul. And I  

would be interested to hear what you 

think.  
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

 

MAY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

 5 Judy and Rick Weinberger 

 10 Shelley and Sherman Lovejoy 

 10 Dana and Jeff Prottas  

 15 Victoria and Laurence Cooper 

 20 Chelle and Mark Miller 

 20 Faye and Ed Feinstein  

 30 Susan and Alan Divine  

 40 Alexandra and Gedaly Meerovich  

 51 Maxine and Leon Simon  

 52 Arlene and Murray Appelbaum 

 55 Carla and Ron Miller  

 57 Rae and Arnold Divine 

 57 Anna and Mikhail Leyderman  

 59 Fran and Sid Jerson  

 60 Mary and Sam Saide  

 61 Fanya Feygina & Boris Grinshpun 

 62 Helen and Ed Smith  

Shavuot Begins May 18, 2010  
 

We start the holiday at 7:30pm on Tuesday with our tenth graders participating in our 

traditional sanctuary confirmation service. The symbolic value is the class confirming 

its allegiance to a Jewish way of life. 

 

 At 9 pm on Tuesday, we continue with a Tikkun Shavuot led by Ritual Coordinator 

Larry Eisenstadt. We pray and study to prepare spiritually for Shavuot. This holiday 

commemorates the giving of the Torah to the Jewish people. 

 

We have a 9:00 a.m. service led by Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein and Cantor Mitchell 

Kowitz Wednesday, May 19, 2010, followed by the annual blintz bletter which is  

endowed in memory of Edward and Esther Tilsen. 

 

We have a 9:00 a.m. Shabbat Shavuot service with Yizkor on Thursday, May 20, 

1010, followed by kiddush endowed by the David A. Berg family. To add visual 

beauty, the Marvin & Ossie Perlman Flower Fund adds bemah flowers.  

 

Moses encountered God on Mount Sinai and wrote down what he was told. The Torah 

was presented to the Jewish people in 1289 B.C.E.  Moses was a good teacher and 

prophet and the Torah is often called the 5 Books of Moses. The Torah is one part of 

our Bible. The other two parts are Prophets and Holy Writings. The Torah is both our 

most sacred object and the most sacred text.  

 

The Torahõs purpose is to provide instructions for finding and following the path of 

God and the path to God. The words in the Torah contain 304,805 letters and some 

ancient sages taught that all the wisdom in the universe is hidden within these  

letters.  

An Ancient View of the Present  
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Cantorõs Column 
History of Bar Mitzvah  

During the holiday of Passover, Larry 

Eisenstadt taught a lunch & learn about 

the history of Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  I found 

this information so interesting and valu-

able that I wanted to share it with you, 

our Temple of Aaron Congregation.   

I hope that it enriches your knowledge  

and educates all of us about our history 

and customs. In the mid-20th century  

we modernized the approach to include  

females. 

 

History of Bar Mitzvah  

By Hayyim Schauss 

 

Originally bar mitzvah meant simply 

òcoming of age.ó The ceremony devel-

oped much later. 

 

Schauss traces bar mitzvah from biblical 

and talmudic times, when it meant sim-

ply reaching the age of majority, through 

later ceremonial observances of the  

occasion. Particularly interesting is his 

focus on customs surrounding the bar 

mitzvah ceremony, both in Ashkenazic 

and Sephardic traditions. He also sug-

gests why it became traditional for the 

bar mitzvah to read the maftir, the last  

of the section of the Torah portion on a 

Shabbat. Adapted with permission from 

The Lifetime of a Jew Throughout the 

Ages of Jewish History (UAHC Press, now 

out of print). 

 

In the Bible, a man reached the age of 

majority at age 20, when he was eligible 

for war and taxation. In talmudic times, 

the age of majority was moved to 13, and 

in recognition of the sonõs change in 

status, the father pronounced a blessing 

in which he praised God for relieving him 

of responsibility for his son's conduct. 

But no celebration marked the occasion. 

 

Talmud Allows Ritual Involvement of  

Minors   During the talmudic era and 

early medieval times, a ceremony made 

no sense, because a minor was permit-

ted to participate in all religious obser-

vances as soon as he was considered 

mentally fit [to do so]. He was called up 

to an aliyah to say blessings over the 

Torah and was supposed to wear tefillin, 

or phylacteries. The minor was even  

encouraged to fast on Yom Kippur. Two 

years before he turned 13, a child fasted 

until noon, and a year before his major-

ity, he fasted the whole day. 

 

The distinction between a minor and one 

who had obtained his majority was theo-

retical. The latter did as a religious duty 

what a minor did optionally. The majority 

was not distinguished by additional  

religious duties and privileges, and there-

fore the attainment of majority could not 

be marked by any special observances. 

Until late in the Middle Ages, the attain-

ment of majority was an uneventful date 

in the life of the Jew. 

 

As Minorõs Religious Rights Give Way, 

Age of Majority Gains Importance  

Gradually, during the later Middle Ages, 

this situation underwent a change. The 

religious rights that the Talmud accorded 

to the minor were now restricted. He was 

deprived of the right to be òcalled upó to 

the reading of the Torah. He was no 

longer permitted to wear tefillin. The at-

tainment of majority gained new impor-

tance as an attainment of new religious 

rights, and the ground was prepared for 

a ceremony around the bar mitzvah, as a 

boy 13 years old was beginning to be 

called. 

 

In the 16th century, among the Jews of 

Germany and Poland, it was the  

accepted custom that a boy could not 

begin to wear tefillin before the day  

following his 13th birthday. This custom 

was modified in the 17th century. The 

boy began wearing tefillin two or three 

months before he became bar mitzvah, 

so that by the time he reached his  

majority he was well acquainted with  

the practice and rules of laying tefillin. 

 

The right of a minor to be called up to the 

bimah, or pulpit, for the reading of the 

Torah underwent a similar development 

among the Ashkenazim (German and 

Polish Jews). As far back as the 13th 

century among the Franco-German Jews, 

the privilege of being called up for the 

reading of the Torah was withdrawn from 

minors. Only on Simchat Torah, the last 

day of Sukkot, could minors enjoy this 

right. The attainment of religious majority 

signified the attainment of the right to 

have an aliyah ñ to witness the reading 

of the Torah on the bimah and to recite 

the blessings over it. 

 

These two religious rights, laying tefillin 

and being called up to the Torah,  

became the most essential features of 

the bar mitzvah observance. In the 16th 

century it was obligatory to call up the 

bar mitzvah lad to the reading of the  

Torah on the Sabbath coinciding with or 

following his 13th birthday. 

Torah Reading  
We are indebted to have such tal-

ented and capable students and 

adults that can read torah at our 

congregation. The following students 

and adults participated in reading 

torah for the holiday of Passover: 

Cheryl Bier, Emily Saxon, Joe Lane, 

Michael Rutzick, Helen Derechin, Eli 

Newell, Luke & Bree Peilen, Harriet 

Lerman, Bethelee Ballinger, Diane 

Greenberger, Mary Clark, Hannah 

Saltzman, Sonya Rosen, Michael & 

Shelly Kowitz, Jamie Oskey, Danny 

Axelrod, Charlie Rosenblum, Hannah 

Gilberstadt and Max Lowenthal.   

 

The following students received their 

Golden Kepah over the Passover 

holiday: Danny Axelrod and Michael 

Rutzick. 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 
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 Department of  Youth Services 
Honors Program Graduates 

10 Students May 14  
We are pleased and proud to announce 

that we are graduating the following:  

Andy Bernick (Steve and Vivian)  

Sophie Gotlieb (Bill and Julie)  

Samantha Saltzman (Dan and Jodi)  

Ezra Strohm (Jim and Leslie)  

Max Weinberger (Rick and Judy, Marjie)  

Morgan Werthauser (Al and Judy)  

William Zien (Terry and Chaya)  

 

Students in grades 8 thru 10 are able to 

enroll in our special HONORS program 

which is required to become a Shabbat 

morning tutor. They are fortunate to 

have well-qualified teachers who make 

these students a huge priority. They 

begin each evening with dinner provided 

by Svetlana in our kitchen, and by Ce-

cilõs. Everyone LOVES to socialize while 

eating. Our dedicated staff include: 

Charlie Goodman (8th grade), Rachel 

Winthrop (8th grade). The 9th grade and 

10th grade look forward to studying with 

Ernie Gulner and Alex Locke.  

 

Look in your mail over the next two 

weeks as we begin registration for the 

schools at the Temple.  

 

May 14 Graduation from  

our ROSSY AND RICHARD  

HEBREW SCHOOL!  
WE WILL BE GRADUATING THE FOLLOW-

ING STUDENTS:  

Jessica Agranoff (Ken/Tracey), Marley 

Applebaum (Paul/Erika), Brandon 

Bloom (Stuart/Marilyn), Jordan Castle 

(Robert/ Dina), Alexis Dockman 

(Michael/Stacy), Joshua Edelstein 

(Steven/Sandra), Rachel Feinstein 

(Edward/Faye), Hannah Gilberstaft 

(Phillip/Sherrl), Sophie Gleekel (James/

Sherri), Andrew Gleeman (Mark/Kristin), 

Max Goldberger (Mitchell/Andrea),  

Jayson Gouette (Stephanie/Steven), 

Brandon Krisko (Brian/Jennifer),  

Alexander Lev (Eduard/Yelena), Daniel 

Lev (Eduard/Yelena), Jordan Moradian 

(Eddie/Becky), Max Najilis (Paul/Janet), 

Alex Olker (Wade/Irina) Hannah Saltz-

man (Daniel/Jodi), Maya Strohm 

(James/Leslie), Miri Taple (Robin/

Loren), Carolyn Toenges (Jeffrey/Julie), 

Hannah Warling (Darin/Deb), David  

Wilton (Peter/Madee), and Eli Zelle 

(Daniel/Laura).  

 

TODAH RABAH to our fantastic teaching 

staff! We appreciate all that they do ñ 

their creativity, their caring, their over-

whelming dedication and hard work, 

their support and their flexibility. Each 

one is special and is well deserving  

of our gratitude and appreciation: 

Margie Schneider, Bonnie Reinke, 

Reenie Gitlin, Heather Grams,  

Deborah Jopp, Wendy Oskey, Lindsay 

Berg, Anne Bloomberg, Mark Divine, 

Eddie Winthrop, Robin Taple, Larry 

Eisenstadft, Lisa Rothstein, Shari 

Lowenthal, Aaron Liebo, Charlie Good-

man, Rachel Winthrop, Elyse Levine-

Less, Alex Locke, Ernie Gulner, Cantor 

Kowitz, Rabbbi Shavit-Lonstein, Tracey 

Agranoff and Wendy Baldinger 

 

A special TODAH RABAH to Betty Agran-

off and Nancy Reich. They were our 

readng grandparents who read Holo-

caust stories to our elementary stu-

dents. We appreciate their taking on 

such a difficult task and making Yom 

Hashoa more palpable.  

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

Jodi Saltzman,  

Director of Youth Services 

jodisaltzman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 103 

Wendy Goodman Hemingway,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendy@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

Jason Andler Memorial  

Israel Leadership Award  

We will present the award to  

Jeanne Bloomberg at our 8:00 pm  

service on May 14, 2010. 


