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Attention:  
If you have an opportunity to acquire large quantities of items such as personal hygiene, sports equipment 

for teenagers or flashlights/nightlights  please contact Jonathan Kvasnik at jkvasnik@hotmail.com  
 

In celebration of the Temple of Aaronôs Centennial what better way to 
celebrate than to help those in the Jewish community who need our help!  

 

Come to a Temple of Aaron Centennial Event  
That Will Uplift Our Community  

 
 

 
 

 
When: Sunday, November 15, 2009 ƍ 11:00 -1:00  

        

Who Should Attend: Temple Members and community members who  

      believe in helping others in need. 
 

This event will be a great opportunity for the entire family!  
Come after Sunday school to show your children  

we can make a difference in the lives of people in poverty  
  

*Childrenôs interactive learning activities,   
led by the Temple of Aaronôs Social Action Committee!  

 

Place of Event: Temple Of Aaron 
 

Cost/Admission: Free -  Plan to bring as many items  

 as you are able to donate for making baskets. 
   

Dress Code: Dress in comfortable wear as we  
will be creating and assembling the baskets.  

 

Who Benefits From the Event: Families served by  

Jewish Family Service of St. Paul 
 

What about Lunch: Food will be made available 

What do we need?  Volunteers !  
Donations:  All items must be new.   See details on page 4.  
 

1. Items for babies and children (i.e. bottles, diapers, baby supplies, etc.)  
2. Items for teenagers (i.e. sports, games, etc.)  
3. Items for adults/seniors (i.e. personal hygiene, cooking utensils, etc.)  
*The only clothes items that will be collected will be winter hats, mittens, scarves, jackets, socks.  

Your children learn from what you do, and if they understand that taking care of others 
who are less fortunate is something that you value, they will learn to value that, too.  

Jonathan Kvasnik (Steering Committee Chair), Anna Angus, Bayley Taple, Burt Katz, Catherine Wheaton, David and 
Janie Berg, Deborah Bachrach, Diane Smookler, Jeff and Lori Marks, Ken Boschwitz, Marcia Taple, Marshall 

Hoffman, Mary Clark, Melinda Bonk, Michael Feinstein, Morrie Katz, Peter Setter, Renee Kvasnik, Robin Abel, Vic 
Rosenthal, Betty Agranoff, Steven Jones, Harlan Stein, Matt Clark, Barbara Bergeron, Marsha Schwartz  

A special thanks to the Committee for making this happen!  

TEMPLE OF AARON  

CENTENNIAL COMMUNITY 

ART PROJECT 
On November 15, 2009, you are 

invited to embellish the new art-

work created by Judy Freeman.  

Complete this piece by purchasing 

a triangle that will be placed into 

the collage. This fundraiser is avail-

able to the first 100 contributions.  
 

Make a contribution of:   

     _____ ($25 - limited 40) 

     _____ ($50 - limited 40)  

     _____ ($100 - limited 20)  

 

Paid:       _____ (Cash)         _____ (Check)    

 

               _____ (Temple of Aaron Invoice)  

 

 

 
Member Name  
 

 
Date 



From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
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The wisdom of the Temple of Aaron build-

ing goes far beyond the attractive and 

well maintained interior, and striking  

exterior. Indeed, it extends to the very 

position itself. With one side facing the 

natural beauty of the Mississippi River, 

and the other facing the neighborhoods 

and people of Highland, the building  

itself symbolizes the balance in Jewish 

tradition between internal concern for 

ourselves and our own families; and the  

external concern that reaches out to  

embrace the needs of everyone.  

 

Over every High Holyday period, we 

spend a great deal of our time focused 

on our community, our family and our 

selves. We examine our actions over the 

past year with the goal of connecting 

more deeply in each of our relationships. 

This past year, the Bima Team (Hazzan 

Mitchell Kowitz, Rabbi Barry Cytron, and 

Ritual Coordinator Larry Eisenstadt) 

along with the entire staff, focused on 

finding a variety of ways to engage each 

and every member. It is my hope that 

these efforts helped you to find connec-

tion and meaning in all of your relation-

ships.  

 

But this part of the equation alone is not 

sufficient. Just as the building faces both 

directions, so to must we as a commu-

nity. The Temple of Aaron is already  

engaged in a wide variety of activities 

that connect us with the needs of the 

larger world. Below is just a small sample 

of all that we are doing.  

 

Our youth, both as part of the Religious 

School and as part of Youth Group activi-

ties reaches out on a regular basis. 

School students perform a number of 

mitzvot in the community, including regu-

lar trips to the Sholom Home where they 

visit with our Jewish elderly. In the past, 

the Youth Groups have gathered canned 

goods for food shelves and this year they 

will be raising money to assist the home-

less.  

 

Adult members volunteer their time with 

a variety of organizations, representing 

the Temple. These include the Twin Cities 

Education Consortium, and the Saint 

Paul Interfaith Network, with whom we 

are cosponsoring an educational series 

exploring where representatives from 

many faith traditions will gather Monday 

evenings for dialogue about perceived 

difference, as reflected in five subjects 

that frequently spark controversy.  

Temple of Aaron is also hosting the  

discussion on November 16. Overall, 

Temple of Aaron members are extraordi-

narily involved in the larger community, 

serving on boards and giving of their 

time.  

On behalf of our members, the syna-

gogue is sponsoring and cosponsoring a 

number of initiatives in the Twin Cities 

Jewish Community, including part of this 

yearõs St Paul Jewish Community Center 

Book Fair. In addition, the second run-

ning of the Dreidel Dash 5K fun run (on 

December 13) will leave from the corner 

of Raskas Road and Mississippi River 

Blvd. The synagogue will help register 

runners and keep them warm until the 

race starts.  

 

Going forward, we are committed to con-

tinue to reach out and expand the con-

nection of the Temple of Aaron with the 

St. Paul religious institutions and with the 

Twin Cities in general.  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Reaching Out  

FUNDAMENTALS OF JUDAISM  
Classes begin on Wednesday,  

November 4, 2009  
 

All classes are 7:00 - 9:00 pm. Classes 

will go until March 17, 2010. Classes 

are led by Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein. This 

class, for Jews and non-Jews alike, is 

designed to give knowledge of the  

Jewish experience, an understanding of 

the basic tenets of the Jewish faith and 

the tools with which to practice the  

Jewish way of life.  
 

For more information on the class, class 

schedule and topics to be discussed, or 

to register for the class, please e-mail 

Lisa Rothstein at lisarothstein@  

templeofaaron.org   or call 651-698-

8874 x104 There is a fee of $100 for 

books.  

 

ADULT EDUCATION  
Free and Open to the Public 

Co-sponsored by  St. John Neumann 

and Temple of Aaron: 2 classes remain 

on Sundays from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. at 

St. John Neumann Church, 4030 Pilot 

Knob Road in Eagan.  
 

Sunday, November 22 ð  

Health Care  
Who do you know who has no or inade-

quate health care? 
 

Sunday, December 20 ð  

Affordable Housing  
Who do you know who has lost their 

house or is close to losing their house? 
 

Each session will include a short film 

followed by small group discussions  

and an action that can be taken.  
 

Refreshments will be served and 

daycare will be provided. 

Family Israel Trip  

June 13-24, 2010  
Contact Irene Goldman at  

hgiggoldman@msn.com or  

651-690-4997.  

Need interest level by November 6.  

 

 

Yiddish Farbrengen  

presents 1992 DVD  
On Monday Nov. 30, 2009 at 1 pm  

at Shaller Family Sholom Home  

Campus. Free refreshments with  

DVD featuring a Melody Minyan  

performance directed by Edith  

Goldish with music by Yale Libman. 

For info call Betty Agranoff at  

651-698-8275. 
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Cantorõs Column 

 

NOVEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 30 Susan and John Flynn 

 30 Dede and David Smith 

 50 Regina and Yevgeny Freydin 

 51 Yekaterina and  

      Alexander Suponitsky 

 55  Beverly and Marvin Edelstein 

 56  Marion and Gary Klein 

 56 Beverly and Cal Calmenson 

 57  Ethel and Norman Smith  

 58  Burniece and William Goldetsky 

 62  Basya and Ioyna Dolyar 

Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur have now 

come and gone ñ another year that we 

have all gathered together to share our 

joys and sorrows and hopes for our  

future. The High Holydays this year were 

extremely meaningful for me. I have 

come to realize that even though my life 

is filled with many challenges, I have so 

much to be thankful for. I have a loving 

wife, terrific children, parents who are 

still alive, and a congregation that is 

filled with love.  

 

On 2nd Day of Rosh Hashanah, we all 

had an opportunity to be together. When 

we gather to review the High Holydays, 

one thing stands out above the others. 

Was there one thing that members could 

hold on to that made this High Holydays 

special for them? For some, it was the 

music and the choir. For others, it was 

the Rabbiõs sermon. Some enjoy the 

community-building inherent in the Torah 

procession. And still for others, it was the 

Cantorõs chanting. I have one thing that I 

have held on to that has made all the 

difference in the world. . . family!  

 

Temple of Aaron has gone through many 

changes in the last five years. But now 

we are on the up swing. We have mean-

ingful and new programming. We have a 

dedicated and hard working Rabbi. And 

most of all, we have each other. This 

year, 130 plus individuals stood on our 

bima singing to 600 other members, and 

then the congregation sang to them. It is 

our 100th birthday and I believe that we 

had a magnificent gathering of our  

congregation. We had the ability on that 

second day to reach out and touch each 

otherõs hearts in a way that we havenõt 

had before. Everyone that was there for 

2nd day felt a warmth and camaraderie 

with one another that had been missing 

for a while. There was energy and magic 

in the air as we sang to each other.  

 

We have so much to be thankful for and 

appreciate at our Temple of Aaron. 

Sometimes we need to step back and 

examine what our lives are and what our 

synagogue means to us. On that one day, 

our Temple meant everything. A 100 year 

birthday only happens once in peopleõs 

lives. I would like to thank all those that 

participated in our kick-off for the centen-

nial and thank you, the congregation, for 

embracing this concept of celebrating 

our birthday together as a family on 2nd 

Day of Rosh Hashanah. As we move  

toward the future, may each and every 

one of us dedicate ourselves to our  

families, friends and to our Temple so 

that we may continue to be a large and 

loving extended family. May the new year 

be one of health and blessing for each 

and every one of us. 

The following people read for 2nd Day 

Sukkot: David Wilton, Paulina Marell, 

Gilad Segal, Lucy Witchell and  

Samantha Saltzman. 
 

Paulina Marell and Gilad Segal received 

their Golden Kepah and Yad Hazakah 

award; Samantha Saltzman  received 

her Yad Hazakah award; and Lucy 

Witchell received her Golden Kepah.   
 

The Yad Hazakah award is a special 

advanced Torah reading program which 

involves an oral test and no CDs or  

recordings are given out to the stu-

dents. The students must demonstrate 

a fluidity of Hebrew, expert knowledge 

of the trope and be able to sight read 

both trope and Hebrew. This is the top 

award given to Torah readers at the 

Temple of Aaron, and was endowed by 

Susan and Alan Divine. 
 

The following people read for Simchat 

Torah: Rachel Greenberg, Anna Glass-

man-Kaufman, Aidan Arnold, Mike  

Kowitz, Shelly Kowitz, Justin Boschwitz, 

Carly Neren, Brandon Less, Jamie  

Oskey, Evan Weil, Bree Peilen, Luke 

Peilen, Max Lowenthal, Rachel Lerman, 

Ellie Berg, Abe Clark and Danny Axelrod. 

The following people have read and received their  

Golden Kepah and/or Yad Hazakah for the holidays  

of Sukkot and Simchat Torah.  

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Our Birthday Centennial  

 

JTS Chancellor Arnold Eisen shares his vision of our  

Jewish Future November 18 at 7:30 p.m. at Adath.  


