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Centennial Time Capsule Dedication Attracts Over 300  
October 10, 2010 featured music, proclamations and inspiring words as we reviewed 

100 years of accomplishments. Chairs Eve & Steve Kafitz were thrilled with the  

support by members of all ages. Master of ceremonies Gerry Frisch was impressed 

with the focused attention of students and adults. Committee members Loren Taple, 

Walter Kvasnik, Marilyn Smith, Barbara Kaster, Liz and Richard Strimling and Florie 

and Bob Marvy worked hard on the publicity, registry, picture labeling, food and bever-

ages, picture taking and welcoming to create a fantastic environment for celebrating 

100 years of success while creating a new Time Capsule. Special acknowledgement 

was extended to Judy Freeman for creating a permanent Centennial art piece for  

Leifman Chapel and to Linda Passon-McNally and daughter Syril for creating an  

exterior wall banner. Thank you to Sasha Kvasnik for helping with digital photos, to 

Jerry Schwartz for a video-recording, Wendy Baldinger for guiding our younger students 

in song, and Renee Kvasnik for her precision piano accompaniment. Rabbi Shavit-

Lonstein and Cantor Kowitz were superb in engaging everyone in the sanctuary ably 

assisted by our talented and dedicated Adult Choir.  

November 12, 2010 

Veterans Day  

Shabbat Service  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt Col. John Morris, the State of  

Minnesota National Guard Chap-

lain, will speak at our November 

12, 2010 service commencing at 

8:00 pm. We invite all veterans, 

families and the general public to 

join us in providing respect and 

honor. The Samuel Sloane Endow-

ment Fund and our Sisterhood will 

sponsor this important oneg. 

10-11-10 
As I write this, we are one day into our next 100 years. Yesterday, on 10-10-10, the 

Temple of Aaron made history as we celebrated together, along with dignitaries 

from St. Paul, the synagogue's 100th birthday. It was a beautiful event, and a  

remarkable achievement.  
 

So much has changed in the past 100 years, but the essence of who we are and 

what we do has remained constant.  
 

The Temple has lasted this long, and remained so strong, because of the vision 

and dedication of its members. We are a community dedicated to expressing our 

Judaism through diversity, innovation and joy. The celebration yesterday of our 

centennial was a testimony to these core values.  
 

Following the centennial celebration, I had the honor of officiating at the Templeõs 

first commitment ceremony. While the ceremony was not a wedding, it was an  

authentic bonding under Jewish law and a celebration of Jewish values. This was 

not the first such ceremony in a Conservative congregation in this country, and not 

even the first in the Twin Cities, but it was the first for us. 
  

It was a joyous event that was part of a long, proud Temple of Aaron tradition of 

being inclusive to all Jews, of helping members celebrate their lifecycle events in  

a Jewish context, and of finding creative, modern expressions of our ancient faith. 

It was simply another way to keep alive Rabbi Raskasõs often-repeated words, that 

you are always welcome at the Temple of Aaron.  
 

There is no more fitting tribute to the past, or guarantee of the future, than cele-

brating both the centennial and this ceremony on the same day, and on the same 

bima that has held so many other lifecycle and worship events. This should make 

us all very proud, and give us great assurance for the next 100 years.  
 

ñ Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein  

New Updated Bylaws  

Being Analyzed 
Chair Rhonda Schwartz has led a two 

year effort with Mark Adelman, Alan 

Bernick, Cheryl Bier, Andrew Katz, Julie 

Sander, and Nathan Maki. A member-

ship meeting will be held in 2011. Look 

for future proxy information. 
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

They gather outside and by moonlight, 

just as they have for centuries. Standing 

outside, ignoring the cold, they intone 

prayers in an ancient language. The 

small group of women asks for health 

and success in the days ahead, for 

them and their community of believers. 

The chanting and singing grows louder 

and louder until a sharp, piercing note  

is heard. All prayers stop. They return 

indoors, where they begin to feast. 
  

This monthly ritual may sound bizarre, 

but it represents the prayers and rituals 

surrounding Rosh Chodesh, the  

celebration of the New Jewish Month. 

This holiday is not well known today to 

most Jews, and while it is celebrated 

differently today than in ancient times, 

Rosh Chodesh reveals several  

important, and thoroughly modern,  

Jewish values.  
 

Before we explore the values  

themselves, let us understand the  

origins of the holiday. In the period of 

the Second Temple (516 BCE to 70 CE), 

Rosh Chodesh was celebrated with  

sacrifices, a festival meal and the  

blowing of Shofar. The precise time of 

the start of a new month was 

determined by the agreement of two 

reliable witnesses on the position of the 

moon. Once confirmed, the rabbinic 

court certified it; sacrifices were 

brought, and special prayers were said. 

Then the news was shared with 

communities outside of Jerusalem by 

lighting fires on the top of mountains. 

When one community saw the fire, they 

lit their own, and thus the news spread 

throughout the land.  
 

Today we observe Rosh Chodesh with 

special additions to the daily service 

acknowledging the holiday and 

reviewing the sacrifices that were once  

offered. In addition, we add a prayer 

announcing the New Moon at the  

Shabbat immediately preceding it.  

Rosh Chodesh demonstrates several 

values central to the way we practice 

Judaism today. I would like to focus on 

just three.   
 

Like Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh is a 

regular chance to pause, and mark 

another cycle, much like a mini-Yom 

Kippur. It can serve as a reminder to 

pause and reflect on the direction of our 

lives, and on our priorities. It gives us a 

chance to look at what we are doing 

with our time, and to evaluate how 

closely that matches how we want to be 

doing. It allows us to pause each month 

and remember and review.  
 

Given the obvious cyclical nature of a 

holiday that is celebrated each month, 

as determined by the waxing and  

waning of the moon, there has always 

been a strong connection between  

Rosh Chodesh and Jewish women.  

The monthly cycle applies to both, and 

throughout the years of Jewish history, 

women have found a connection with 

the celebration. We see evidence of this 

from the historical record, and the 

especially in recent years. As Jewish 

woman have expanded their role in 

public Jewish life over the past 50 

years, the monthly opportunity to 

celebrate Rosh Chodesh has been a 

useful and powerful connection point 

with Jewish tradition. It happens 

frequently enough to become a habit, 

and without the religious restrictions of 

Shabbat and other holidays, there is a 

great deal of freedom to create 

meaningful ritual. 
  

Rosh Chodesh celebrations have  

become a leading edge of creative  

Jewish celebration. The freedom that 

the holiday provides invites a wide  

variety of practices, from study sessions 

to discussion forums, from dancing  

lessons to craft projects, from support 

groups to community service, Rosh  

Chodesh groups have done them all.  
 

Across the Jewish world, the celebration 

of the New Moon reminds us of the 

importance of marking the cycle of time; 

of the need for explicitly feminist space 

in the congregation; and of the 

opportunity that always exists for 

creative expressions of our Judaism.  

At the Temple of Aaron, we are proud to 

be gathering our own Rosh Chodesh 

group. The precise shape and focus has 

not yet been determined, so this is an 

opportunity to help create something 

very special. Please contact Kathy Berg, 

at kathyberg@templeofaaron.org, or call 

651-698-8874 ext. 107, to take part. 

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Month By Month 

Wise Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Planning Helps 
Sunday November 14 is the annual 

Sunday morning meeting for the 

parents of upcoming bar/bat 

mitzvah students. Rabbi Shavit-

Lonstein, Cantor Kowitz and 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff will 

present a wide array of philosophies 

and facts to help each family 

celebrate the milestone in a 

meaningful manner. We will 

distribute a helpful parent -

generated booklet and answer all 

questions presented that morning. 

Please look for your invitation to this 

important meeting.  

Community Hanukah  

Dreidel Dash Returns  

Sunday, December 5, 2010  
We begin the 5K run from Raskas 

Road at 1pm and finish at the JCC. 

Children 10 and under have a  

Maccabee Mini Mile at 2pm at  

St. Paul JCC. Register online at 

www.active.com or call JCC at 651-

698-0751. Beth Gendler has all the 

answers: bgendler@stpauljcc.org 

Temple of Aaron and 15 other  

organizations are partnering with the 

JCC for this exciting program.  
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Cantorõs Column 

There are so many emotions that each 

human being has ñ both negative and 

positive. In our lives we all seem to go 

through the ups and downs and deal  

with them the best we can. Iõve always 

wondered why people sometimes focus 

on the negative rather than the positive. 

We are given a gift. The gift is called life. 

It is up to each and every one of us to 

decide what we are going to do with this 

gift. Some people throw it away while 

others make the most of their talent and 

skills and appreciate all the small things 

that life has given them.   

 

One of the joys of a human spirit is  

music. Music has a way of uplifting the 

soul. It doesnõt matter if it is classical, 

rock, folk or spiritual. What does matter 

is that this medium has a power that is 

truly amazing. It is amazing in the aspect 

of how it affects us and how it can 

change our attitude and disposition at 

any given moment. My job as Cantor is to 

sing. I have sung in my youth rock & roll.  

Later on, Broadway musicals and opera. 

And now, I am singing mostly liturgical 

music. Something happens when I start 

to sing. It is a mysterious phenomenon 

that I still canõt put my finger on. It  

affects me and moves me more than 

anything else.   

 

As I looked out this past High Holydays,  

I saw most of you participating with the 

liturgy. You were all singing. For a short 

time, all of you forgot your troubles and 

problems and opened up the door to your 

soul to express yourself. Whether you 

express yourself to God or not is not the 

issue. The issue is that God has given us 

a gift and God wants us to use that gift. 

When we have the courage to do so, we 

have the ability to open up a place that is 

deep inside us. We have the ability to 

overcome the moment and create a new 

one. It is my sincere wish that the next 

time you are at services or a concert that 

involves singing that you take advantage 

to do so. You will eventually find as I 

have that this release and door opening 

to the soul can change our moment and 

can eventually change our lives. 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Why We Should Sing 

 

 

NOVEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

 10  Melanie and Jeff Goldetsky 

 20  Melanie and Mark Rutzick 

 20 Kristin and Mark Gleeman 

 40  Florie and Bob Marvy 

 45  Lynn and Bill Kantor 

 50  Barbara and Steve Godes 

 51  Regina and Yevgeniy Freydin 

 52  Yekaterina and Alexander  

  Suponitsky 

 56  Beverly and Marvin Edelstein 

 57  Marion and Gary Klein 

 58  Ethel and Norman Smith  

 59  Burniece and Bill Goldetsky  

Golden Kepah Torah Readers 

in September 2010 
The following people have participated 

in reading Torah for the past holidays:  

David Wilton, Rachel Feinsten, Christy 

Baldinger, Bree Peilen, Luke Peilen, 

Brandon Bloom, Jamie Oskey, Penny 

Newstrom, Shelly Kowitz, Mike Kowitz, 

Ben Cooper, Hannah Saltzman, Laura 

Jopp, Sam Weinberger, Larry Eisenstadt, 

Sophie Burton, and Eli  

Newell who also received his Golden 

Kepah. 
 

We are thankful for their participation 

and parental involvement in making our 

Golden Kepah Torah reading program 

the true success that it is today. Mazal 

tov to each and every one of you. See Judaism In Action  
For High Holydays 5771 we  

purchased  lightweight big print  

machzors.  
 

If you would like to dedicate a book in 

honor of someone or in memory, please 

contact Executive Director Ken Agranoff. 

You can dedicate a book for a tax  

deductible donation of $150.  

Judy Freeman Creates  

Centennial Artwork for  

Leifman Chapel 
Thoughts from nationally-  

acclaimed artist:   

Celebrating 100 years is a tremendous 

milestone for Temple of Aaron. 

My artwork symbolizes the importance. 

Hebrew letters  òMem, Aleph, Heyó 

spells òMayahó or Hundred and spells 

the main design element. Indeed it is 

100 years of family and community. The 

Jewish Stars symbolize òChaió ñ  life. 

Triangles of all colors and sizes symbol-

ize the texture of the Temple of Aaron 

membership. People of many back-

grounds all coming together in one com-

mon pursuit: Making Temple of Aaron a 

place of strength and tradition for an-

other 100 years. Enjoy the masterpiece 

when you attend a service in the  

Leifman Chapel. 
Tuesday Book Club  

Nov. 16, 6:30pm  

Climbing the Mountain  

by Kirk Douglas. Call Deb Bachrach,  

651-690-4130. 



4 

 Department of  Youth Services 

Robby Erlich  
Youth Director 

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 

Director of Education Mr. Fineblum, Youth Advisors Molly Gruesner and Sarah 

Bloomberg and myself, had a memorable October with all of our youth! USY had their 

USY Kick-Off event on Oct. 9, filled with games, Bakers Square pie, decorating the 

Youth Lounge and a bonfire! Thanks to all members of the USY Board who planned 

this terrific opening program! Our USYõers also became creepy and scared at Fright-

mares at the USY Spook-tacular event on Oct. 16! Our Kadima group had a ògrandó 

time at Grand Slam filled with laser tag matches and mini golf galore! Bõresheet 

soared to new heights while participating in indoor rock climbing on Oct. 17! Look at 

our online calendar for more information about what is coming up! 

5th  and 6 th  grade Shabbaton!  

November 12 & 13!  
Please return application and payment to: 

Attn: 5/6 Shabbaton 

616 Mississippi River Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 55116 

Or to the School Office 

Questions?  

Joshua Fineblum, Director of Education 

joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 

Extension 103 

Robby Erlich, Youth Director  

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 

Extension 115 

NOVEMBER 
6            USY Limo Scavenger Hunt! 

7 Kadima Karaoke Klassic!          

12-13 5th and 6th grade Bõresheet Shabbaton!  

14    Chaverim Movie Night!  

25-28  USY Kinnus!  

 

DECEMBER 
4    USY Iron Chef-Hanukkah Style!  

11   Surfs up Kadima!  

11   USY goes to see the Adath play!  

12   Bõresheet @ Pump It Up!  

19   Play Auditions/T.O. Program!  

22-30 USY International Convention!  

 

*Look on the Temple of Aaron website for  
flyers of all of our upcoming events!  

USY PLAY:  BACK TO THE ô80s 
Adult Play Chairs: Faye Feinstein and Lois Bloomberg 

Play Auditions: Sunday, December 19 at 12:00 PM 

Play Dates: Thursday, March 3, Saturday, March 5 (USY night) and Sunday, March 6 

Stay tuned for more information! QUESTIONS?   

Robby Erlich, Youth Director, 651.698.8874 X115, robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org  

Temple of Aaron Youth Department Wish List 
 

Summer Camp Scholarship ñ $18 / $36 / $180   Youth Department Computer ñ $500 

Youth Event Scholarship ñ $18-$360 Youth Department Printer ñ $250 

Fink Youth Lounge Furnishings ñ $500 LCD Projector ñ $1,000 

Youth Director Endowment ñ $500,000 
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Lilmod Uõlilamed  ñ òTo Teach and to Learnó- Pirkei Avot 

ˡˬ˪˪ˣ ˡˬ˪˪ 

Joshua Fineblum   
Director of Education 

joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 

If you need  

assistance during 

school hours,  

please contact the 

School Office  

at extension 112. 

Education Department  

Wish List: 

Tuition Assistance    $18-$360 

Parent/Toddler Class  

Shabbat Experience   $72 

Creative Educational  

Programming       $180-$1800 

Movable wipe boards   $250 

Education Department  

Computer        $500 

Movable TV Stands     $180 

Educational Smartboard  

Technology        $5000 

Teacher Endowments  $18,000 

Classes available: Toddler,  

Pre-K, 4th, 8th, 8th, Honors,  

9th Honors, 10th Honors 

Director of Education  

endowment        $1,000,000 

Above: Thanks to the work of the Menõs 

Club we have a new sukkah, which 

Bayley and Morgan helped the students 

decorate on the first Sunday of Hebrew 

School. Students had the opportunity to 

come in to the sukkah, shake the lulav, 

and learn about Sukkot on those first 

few days of school as well. 
 

Right: Classroom 1st day ñ  

Our students got right to work in their 

classes on the first days of school. This 

first grade class got busy decorating 

kippot, which they will wear during 

school this year. Look for more pictures 

of all of our programs as the year pro-

gresses on our website. 

Above: Pancake Breakfast- Our First day 

of Religious School got off to a great 

start with our annual pancake breakfast 

with over 150 people in attendance. 

Thanks goes out to the Confirmation 

Class and Menõs Club cooking crew for 

making this a wonderful experience for 

all of our attendees.   

Midat Hachodesh:  
 

Tzedakah 
The value of tzedakah, giving 

charity, is a very important concept 

in Judaism. The word itself is 

derived from the Hebrew root 

Tzaddik-Dalet-Koof which means 

justice (doing the right thing), and 

refers to those who give money for 

the benefit of others. The root itself 

is the word Tzaddik, a righteous 

person who puts value in the needs 

of others. This value of giving 

tzedakah helps us define who we 

are as people and reminds us of 

Rabbi Hillelõs quote in Pirkei Avot, 

Chapter1:14: 

òIf I am only for myself, what am I? 

But if I am not for myself. Who will 

be for me?ó 
 

To who and where will you and your 

family give tzedakah this year? 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
September 2010   Elul 5770 ñ Tishri 5771 

Agranoff, Betty  

Akkerman, Sofia  

Aleiner, Galina  

Axelrod, Leonard  

Axelrod, Lydia & Semyon  

Barenbaum, Stanley  

Belenkiy, Boris  

Berde, Doris & family  

Besner, Rae  

Blyakher, Sima  

Braufman, Madalyn  

Braginsky, Inna & Gregory  

Burstein, Scott  

Derechin, Haddie  

Dickel, Marilyn  

Eisenstadt, Linda  

Estraykh, Anna & Yakov  

Fayngersh, Felix & Inna  

Fradkin, Ruta & Mikhail  

Gilman, Rose  

Gochberg, Peter & Vera  

Gordon, Frank & Cookie  

Greenberg, Lee & Barbara  

Grobovsky, Shirley  

Hirsekorn, Fred & Barbara  

Jerson, Sidney & Francine  

Kagan, Galina  

Kaminsky, Beverly  

Kaplan, Esther  

Katz, Chelle & Leon  

Kowitz, Linda & Mitchell 

Krawetz, Leah  

Kukulevskiy, Yuliy  

Lane, Harriet & Miles  

Lane, Nancy & Steve  

Lender, Mark & Dora  

Levak, Ilya  

Levine, Allen & Nancy  

Levinsohn,  

    Mark & Jeannette  

Mack, Ellen  

Makhlin, Yuliya  

Mastbaum, Mildred  

Meerovich, Gedaly  

Miles, Franklin  

Mogol, Leo  

Nemer, Helen  

Orenstein, Sally  

Paper, Joel & Rachael  

Patterson, Esther  

Peker, Busya  

Pieser, Ben & Vicki  

Pogoler, Barbara  

Portnoy, Jerry  

Rein, Mildred  

Ringer, Jan  

Rosen, Bernice  

Rubin, Paula  

Rutzick, Yale  

Schenker, Shirley  

Schwartz, Sue, Jerry  

    & Jenni  

Sevak, Delia & family  

Shneur, Revekka  

Simes, Josephine & Hy  

Smith, Richard  

Sokol, Michael & Stacy  

Stacker, Howard  

Stein, Harlan & Margie  

Strickon, Beryl  

Tilsen, Sandra  

Toushin, Sally & David  

Uchenik, Esfir  

Uchenik, Lev  

Udodovsky, Mira  

Valdman, David  

Vinnik, Luda & Val  

Vinokur, Motel & Roza  

Warren, Melvin  

Weinberg, Idele  

Winthrop, Sonia  

Zaretsky, Karolina 
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Marion Margolis  
 

 

Save Pressure, Plan Ahead 
Select your cemetery graves by  

scheduling a 15-minute meeting with 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff,  

651-698-8874 x106, to review  

options, locations and financial  

information. 

 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . . to Burt Katz, Delia Sevak and 

Betty Agranoff for applying over 

1,100 labels for our October Aaron-

ions. 

. . . to Robert Weinstine and Family, 

for donation made to Religious 

School Computer Software Fund in 

memory of Danny Weinstine. 

. . . to our Confirmation Class 2011 

Menõs Club Annual September Pan-

cake Breakfast cooks: Harlan Stern, 

Matt Clark, Jeff Stine, Terry Zien, 

Barry Divine, Jay Baldinger, Hugh 

Gitlin. 

. . . to everyone who supported our 

High Holyday Appeal. 

Loren Taple Honors Children 

With Visionary Gift  
Planning our future successes, Loren 

was recently approached by retired  

principal Wendy Goodman about  

making a donation to help us modernize 

our computer hardware and software to 

benefit our children participating in 

school programs and social programs. 

He recognized the need to keep advanc-

ing our technical capabilities to main-

tain relevance with our students who 

are so comfortable with emerging tech-

nology. Loren made the gift in honor of 

his three active children: Bayley, Miri, 

and Levi. We are very grateful for his 

generosity and welcome additional gifts 

to keep the project moving forward. 

December 3, 2010 Will Be A 

Hanukah Treat For Everyone  
A beautiful Torah cover and tie designed 

by Judy Freeman and needlepointed by 

Linda Eisenstadt will be dedicated to 

the Temple of Aaron on Friday evening, 

December 3, 2010, Shabbat Hanukah, 

the holiday of dedication and rededica-

tion. The dedication will take place dur-

ing Sisterhood Shabbat services. The 

Torah cover and Torah tie artwork were 

inspired by our beloved Rabbi Bernard 

S. Raskas. Join us as we send Temple of 

Aaron into the next hundred years.  
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Sisterhood News 
Giftshop Auction - Nov. 11, 6:30 p.m., a light supper followed by the giftshop auction 

at 7:15 p.m. Overstock items will be auctioned by Phyllis Harris, the regional VP from 

Beth El Synagogue. Preview all items during the light supper. What a fun way to get a 

great deal on lovely Judaica items. Some items for auction include: Blenko glassware, 

candlesticks, artwork, jewelry, Kiddush cups, Seder plates, Hanukkah ware and much 

more ñ over 50 items will be sold. This event is open to non-members so invite your 

spouses, friends, children and neighbors. If you are unable to come for dinner, you 

are more than welcome to come only for the auction. To reserve your spot for a light 

supper, send your $8 check by Nov. 5, payable to Temple of Aaron Sisterhood, to 

Marcia Taple, 1833 Eagle Ridge Dr. #4, Mendota Heights, MN 55118. In need of  

a vegetarian option, a ride or have any other questions, call Marcia Taple at  

651-688-3030.  

*       *       *       * 

Annual Sisterhood Dues/RENEW NOW! ñ If you havenõt already taken care of renew-

ing your membership, please do so ASAP. Help us save money on mailings by getting 

our renewal check in the mail today. Thanks so much to those who have renewed; we 

truly appreciate your involvement in Sisterhood. Membership is required prior to  

participating in any of our wonderful programs. Donõt miss out on the fun ñ get your 

payment taken care of and send it to Linda Eisenstadt, 1077 Sibley Memorial Hwy. 

#400, Lilydale, MN 55118. Not a member yet? We are always looking for new  

members. Call Membership Vice President Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.  

*       *       *       * 

Knitting Club ñ This group meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Temple Library. All levels are encouraged to come to chat and learn. Bring your own 

needles and yarn. Feel free to come and crochet if that is your preference. What a 

great way to warm up our fall and winter evenings once a month. Questions, call  

Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.  

*       *       *       * 

Special Occasion in your future? Building Fund Cards are always available for all  

occasions. Using these multi-purpose cards directly benefits our beautiful building 

and they are only a phone call away. NO shopping, no driving to the post office,  

no hassle. Questions, call Janet Gordon at 651-698-8809 or Sis Goren at  

651-686-0425. 

*       *       *       * 

Regional Conference of Womenõs League for Conservative Judaism ñ May 15-17, 

2011 - sponsored by Temple of Aaron. This yearõs theme: òCelebrating Community: 

Woman to Woman.ó Marcia Taple (651-688-3030) and Barb Gitlin (651-454-7908) 

are the local conference chairs. Contact them with any program ideas. Interested in 

volunteering for this event? Call our chairs. We will be sponsoring a hospitality suite 

at the airport Hilton and will be responsible in a variety of ways for making this event 

run smoothly ñ GET INVOLVED!! Watch for more info to come.  

*       *       *       * 

Hanukkah items are now available in the Sisterhood Giftshop. Come check out the 

selection of books, candles, menorahs, dreidls and more. Call the Giftshop for more 

info at 651-699-9192.  

*       *       *       * 

Book Club - Sunday, Nov. 21, 10 a.m. at The Highland Café and Bakery in Highland 

Park, the Book Club will be discussing Exile by Richard North Patterson. Questions, 

call Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658) or Anna Specktor (651-454-4612).  

 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

 

New Tallitot 

Yads 

Giftware & Judaica 
 

Shop Early - Shop Often! 

We Gift Wrap! 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

& Bridal Registry 
Canõt Think of What to Buy?  

We Offer Gift Cards! 
 

Support Your Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Support Your Synagogue 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9:00 - Noon 

Tuesday 10:00 - 2:00 

Wednesday 10:00 - 1:00 

and 6:00 - 8:00  
 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple / 651-688-3030 

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651-698-8874 
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst   107 
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Inside and outside Jewish History is 

around us as we say, òYou're always wel-

come at the Temple of Aaron.ó Greeting 

all members and guests before entering 

is òHo Everyone that thirsteth come ye 

for water,ó (Isaiah) written on the Syna-

gogue wall under the unique sculpture 

as you look up at the building. This has 

been interpreted to mean òas waters 

refresh the body, so religious knowledge 

satisfies the thirsty soul,ó and was  

created by Ibram Lassaw, Egyptian-

Jewish immigrant and great American 

artist.  

 

òLet justice well up like water and right-

eousness as a mighty streamó (Amos) is 

written below the sculpture facing the 

Mississippi River Road side of the Syna-

gogue. The rotating circle at the top 

represents a waterfall and below it is the 

symbol of flowing water in a stream. The 

sculptor, Herbert Ferber, is recognized 

internationally as an abstract sculptor 

and painter. Students can be found 

studying and the Menõs Club Picnic and 

Havdala SongFest are among the events 

held near Raskas Road and the replica 

of the Western Wall in the Effress Family 

Garden during warm weather. Our new 

Sukkah also is a gathering and welcom-

ing place in this area made possible by 

the Menõs Club and many members that 

contributed.  

 

The flaming, red, Burning Bush, created 

by William Saltzman, famous sculptor, 

with the words, òThe bush was not con-

sumed,ó is next to the entrance. God 

spoke to Moses through the bush. God 

might have said, òMoses, leave your job 

herding sheep, go to Pharaoh and tell 

him, ôLet my people go.õ Moses could 

have responded, òYou want me to tell 

Pharaoh that Iõll bring 10 plagues. Then 

come up Mt. Sinai and receive the tab-

lets not once but twice. Walk with the 

Hebrews in the desert 40 years and 

bring them to the Promised Land.ó God 

may have replied, òMoses, do all that 

and Iõll give you a few pages in the  

Torah.ó Moses did so well he got many 

pages for our information. 

  

From the Burning Bush sculpture go 

through the Joseph Fremland Family 

entrance and continue to follow the  

Jordon River, the dark, dark, blue line, 

through the Nilva-Frisch hallway. Some 

consider the Jordon River the most well 

known river in the world. Social gather-

ings, the Temple USY play, and other 

events have been held in the Greenberg 

Room, Wine Room, Smith Library, Stein 

Social Hall, Capp Lounge and Leifman 

Chapel that are on either side of the  

impressive Nilva-Frisch Hallway. Temple 

of Aaron Sisterhood and Menõs Club 

have many events for guests and mem-

bers throughout the year in these areas.  

This will lead you into the magnificent 

Temple of Aaron Sanctuary. You will see 

the beautiful seven branched Menorah 

Moses was directed should exist in Jew-

ish houses of worship. The Menorah was 

created by Herbert Ferber in the twisty 

shape of the nearby Mississippi River.  

Come to services, classes, events and 

discover, òYou're Always Welcome at the 

Temple of Aaron.ó For information please 

visit our website www.templeofaaron.org, 

contact Renee Kvasnik, Welcome Mem-

bership Chairperson, rkvasnik@aol.com. 

Meet Members of the Committee that 

will be wearing the green òShalomó but-

tons at Shabbat Services. 

WELCOME TO THE TEMPLE OF AARON 2010/5771  
Renee Kvasnik, Membership Chairperson  

Register for Jewish community mental health conference and 

10th anniversary celebration dinner  
This year is the 10th anniversary of the Jewish community-wide mental health confer-

ence. The free conference will be Sunday, Nov. 7 at Temple Israel. Register at http://

www.jfcsmpls.org/mhepclasses.htm.  

 

The evening before the conference, Saturday, Nov. 6, all are invited to share in the 

10th Anniversary Celebration Dinner at the Airport Hilton (reception 6:30, dinner seat-

ing 7:15, dietary laws observed). This event will feature conference keynoter Michael 

Greenberg, as well as the premiere of a video remembering the life of Barbara 

Schneider. Together, we will celebrate the Mental Health Education Project and the 

Barbara Schneider Foundation, which were inspired by Barbaraõs untimely death.  

Menõs Club Menschens -  

November 2010  
By Hugh Gitlin - Menôs Club  
President   
 

I hope everyoneôs fall is going nicely. 
Another Havdalah and campfire pro-

gram has come and gone, and we are 

now preparing for a great winter.  
 

Events   

Our next event is Dinner with the 
Rabbi on November 23 at the Tavern 
on Grand (656 Grand Ave.) Look at 
the weekly email, announcement 
sheet and the Menôs Club Facebook 
page for other upcoming events. Also, 
mark December 5 on your calendar 
for the annual Temple of Aaron Hanu-
kah party.  
 

Purchase a Sukkah Panel   

Make a lasting physical contribution to 
the Temple, with the purchase of a 
panel for the new Temple Sukkah. 
After last yearôs tragic implosion, 
Menôs Club is taking on the challenge 
of raising funds for a new Sukkah in a 
new location. The new Sukkah is a 
modern modular design consisting of 
72 panels; each panel is looking for a 
$100 sponsor. George Bier is the fund 
raising chairman and can be con-
tacted at 651-690-1979 or via email 

(george@thebierfamily.com). If you have 

already ordered a panel, call the office 

to confirm your dedication wording.  

 

Membership Drive   

You should have received an annual 
Menôs Club dues notice with the  
September billing. I urge all males 18 
and over to join us in the Menôs Club. 
We are only as strong as our mem-
bership. Please mail your check.  
 

Sponsor a Breakfast   

Opportunities for sponsorship of  
Sunday morning minyan breakfast are 
available, for information, call Morrie 
Katz at 651-698-1479.  
 

If anyone has questions about any of 
our activities, feel free to call me at 
651-470-1694 or email me at hugh-
sterg@aol.com.  

8 



Menõs Club Comes to Rescue  
George Bier led a successful hunt for a new commercially-

engineered sukkah to kick off Sukkot 5771. The campaign was 

made possible through the generosity of an anonymous lead 

donor and a commitment by the Menõs Club Executive Commit-

tee ñ President Hugh Gitlin, Vice-President Barry Divine, Treas-

urer Bill Lerman, Secretary Jeffrey Marks, President-Emeritus 

Terry Zien and Members-at-Large David Baldinger and Matt 

Clark to provide interim funding in advance of fund raising  

efforts. The previous sukkah had provided many, many years  

of successful use, but required a replacement due to weather 

erosion. 

  

The accompanying photos show off the beauty of the new  

sukkah that this year was placed in a more complementary 

location in the Effress Family Garden located outside the  

windows of the Leifman Chapel.  

 

As in past years, students helped to decorate the sukkah.  

Volunteers Jeff Stine, Matt Clark, Isiah Clark, Terry Zien, Hugh 

Gitlin, George Bier, along with the building staff, helped assure 

that the new sukkah will last for many years to come by carrying 

it piece by piece to a new storage location in the lower level of 

the Freeman Family Art Center at the conclusion of Sukkot. 

The Menõs Club 

has been seeking 

$100 donations 

to underwrite 

each of the 72 

panels. The sales 

goal for year 1 

was 24 panels 

and they have 

already received 

donations to cover 

45 individual suk-

kah panels! They 

are thrilled with 

the generosity of our membership and have listed donor names 

below (more will be listed in December) and added dedication 

language for those who requested it.  

 

It would be a real achievement to have a sponsor for all 72  

panels. If you would like to help reach that goal with a $100 

donation, a message to Ken Agranoff through the Temple office 

is all that is required. Next year, the Menõs Club will be placing a 

permanent plaque with all the sponsor names on the Sukkah 

for permanent display.  

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

We greatly appreciate the following 

people who purchased panels to sup-

port the Menõs Clubõs purchase and 

building of our new sukkah:  

 

Anonymous, Matt OõBrien, David 

Stanton, High Gitlin, Terry and Chaya 

Zien, Neil Derechin and Bea Roth-

weiler, Donald and Helen Swartz Family 

Fund Diane and Rick Smookler for 

Smookler/Katz grandchildren, Shirley 

and Freeman Rosenblum, Ben & Bree 

Axelrod and children Lily and Mason, 

Bob Kaufman & Debra Glassman and 

daughters Tess & Anna, Steve Green-

berg, Ken and Molly Garelick & Family. 

Nancy and Rick Grobovsky, Ellen and 

Senator Rudy Boschwitz, Gary and Rox-

anne Portnoy, David and Christy Bald-

inger, Marv and Millie Jacobson, Dave 

and Sue Rosner in honor of first grand-

child, Rebecca Grace, Michael &  

Rachel Lewine and daughters Hanalei 

and Jaclyn in memory of Abraham  

Benjamin Chinitz, Rosalyn and Yoav 

Segal, Martin and Esther Capp, George 

and Cheryl Bier, Adult Choir, Andrea 

Brink in memory of Shirley Barenbaum, 

Becca and Jonathan Kvasnik, Ellen 

Mack in memory of Rabbi Raskas who 

meant so much for her and her family, 

Janie and David Berg, Polly & Michael 

Saxon and children Abby, Ben and 

Emmy, Larry and Margie Solomon, 

Rhonda Schwartz in honor of syna-

gogueõs 100th birthday, McKenzie 

Brink in memory of Shirley Barenbaum, 

Renee and Walter Kvasnik in honor of 

their 50th wedding anniversary and in 

honor of their children Neil, Michelle, 

Jonathan and Becca and grandchildren 

Sasha & Evana, Layne & Dave Rosen 

Family, Michelle and Steve Shaller, and 

Pamela J. Rymer in loving memory of 

Bruce E. Kuritzky 

9  
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Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 
Linda was born and raised in St. Paul. 

She started out life as Linda Nisenholz, 

middle child of David and Rosa Nisen-

holz (the first Holocaust survivor couple  

married at Temple of Aaron). She is a 

self-taught reader at age three and  

developed a love of reading. Linda was 

Bat Mitzvahõd and Confirmed at Temple 

of Aaron and graduated Midrasha at  

Talmud Torah of St. Paul.  
 

Linda wanted to go into Jewish educa-

tion but all you could do at the Univer-

sity of Minnesota was study Hebrew. 

She was sent on a full scholarship from 

all of the Jewish agencies in St. Paul to 

a Joint Program at the Jewish Theologi-

cal Seminary and Columbia University in 

New York. There used to be a stipula-

tion that if you received a scholarship 

from the Jewish community, you would 

come back and do two years of some 

sort of community service ñ teaching, 

etc. She was the only person who came 

back and brought a buddy with her.  
 

Linda and her husband, Larry, met at 

JTS, married in 1973 at Temple of 

Aaron, and moved back to St. Paul in 

1975.  
 

Larry and Linda have been married for 

almost 37 years and have two abso-

lutely wonderful, gorgeous daughters ñ 

Sabrina and Gabrielle. Both live in L.A. 

(Sabrina is the coordinator of nighttime 

programming for CBS and Gabrielle is a 

stand-in, body double, and background 

on an NBC show, òChuck.ó  Both girls 

grew up at Temple of Aaron ñ Bat  

Mitzvahs, Confirmations, USY, etc.  

They also both teach Sunday School  

at two L.A. synagogues.  
 

Temple of Aaron has been in Lindaõs 

blood since she was old enough to go 

with her parents to services. Her in-

volvement is endless and includes 

teaching the 5th grade in Temple of 

Aaronõs Saturday School for six years, 

working in the Temple of Aaron office 

for ten years, setting up the Temple of 

Aaron database, coordinating the High 

Holyday mailing every year, being the 

Sisterhood President (1999-2001), and 

continuing to volunteer in the Sister-

hood Gift Shop. She was a member of 

the team that needlepointed new Torah 

ties during the Temple of Aaron 50 year 

celebration, was the historian for the 50 

year celebration, compiling lists of  

Temple of Aaron presidents, Sisterhood 

presidents, USY plays, Bõnai Mitzvah, 

and weddings performed at Temple of 

Aaron during those 50 years.  
 

To kick off the next 100 years of Temple 

of Aaron, Linda is needle-pointing a  

Torah cover and tie designed by Judy 

Freeman and inspired by our beloved 

Rabbi Raskas. It will be dedicated on 

Shabbat Hanukah, the holiday of  

dedication and rededication, Friday, 

December 3, 2010.  
 

òMy favorite memories of Temple of 

Aaron are a variety of happy thoughts 

and smiles stemming from my Bat  

Mitzvah, my wedding to Larry, the baby 

namings, Bõnot Mitzvah, and all the life 

cycle milestones of my family.  
 

òI am an 11-year survivor of two  

cancers and I take strength and faith 

from my connection to Temple of Aaron. 

A positive attitude is 95 percent of  

everything ñ the rest is really good 

drugs. Temple of Aaron and the love 

and support of my family and friends 

make it easy to maintain.ó  
 

We want to thank Linda for all she does 

and wish her a very long and healthy 

life. 

Linda Eisenstadt 

Announcing Saint Paul Interfaith Networkõs Fall Dialogue Series 
Four Monday Evening Sessions, beginning with November 1. Our topic will be:  

Getting over Stereotypes: an Interfaith Dialogue among Eastern, Western and Indigenous Peoples  

Nov. 1, 2010  

GOD AND GODS  

Mr. Vishal Agarwal (Hindu)  

Rev. Gail Anderson (Christian)  

Dr. Tamim Saidi (Muslim)  

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  

700 S. Snelling Ave., St. Paul, 55116  

www.gloriadeistpaul.org  
 

Nov. 8, 2010  

HUMAN FAMILY  

Rabbi Amy Eilberg (Jewish)  

Suhag Shukla, Esq. (Hindu)  

Ms. Alison Milston (Bahaõi)  

Mount Zion Temple,  

1300 Summit Ave, St. Paul, 55105  

651-698-3881  

 

Nov. 15, 2010  

SACRED SPACE  

Ms. Mallerie Shirley (Muslim)  

Prof. Rhodora Beaton (Christian)  

Prof. Jeanne Lacourt (Menomenee)  

Islamic Institute of MN (Masjid al Salaam) 

1460 Skillman Ave, Maplewood, 55109  

651-748-1688  
 

Nov. 22, 2010  

SACRED TIME  

Prof. Jeanne Lacourt (Menomenee)  

Rev. Marilyn Myo-O (Buddhist)  

Rabbi David Locketz (Jewish)  

Klas Center at Hamline University (from 

Snelling, right to Taylor Ave.: Klas on left, 

parking beyond)   www.hamline.edu/

visitors/PDF/campus/map.pdf  10 

Religious and ethnic diversity is every-

where. Do we lack information or do we 

misunderstand religious traditions 

which differ from our own? Have we 

been exposed to viewpoints about other 

religious traditions that are not true? 

How do we more fully understand East-

ern, Western or Indigenous traditions? 

Might answers to these questions affect 

our responses to current issues?  
 

Four Monday evenings| Four Locations 

of Different Traditions |  

Doors open at 6:30, start promptly at 

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
 

FREE WILL DONATIONS WELCOME  

Moderators:  

Ira L. Gordon, Interfaith Bridging Initia-

tive, Mpls., Rev. John Marboe, Lutheran 

pastor 

For more detailed information for each session, please see www.spinterfaith.org 



Social Justice - A Volunteer Committee 

11 

òAm I my brotherõs keeper?ó  
In the early stories of the Torah, we have the first ques-

tion asked by a human being to God. Cain, after he has 

killed his brother out of jealousy, is caught red handed 

by God, who asks what has happened. Cain responds 

with the well-known line: òAm I my brotherõs keeper?ó 

This question is never answered directly in the text. 

Many modern commentators see the entire rest of the 

book of Genesis as a struggle to find an answer. The 

trials and experiences of the patriarchs and matriarchs 

are understandable through the lens of trying to work 

out the precise responsibility we have as individuals to 

help and support each other. However we define the 

exact parameters today, there is no doubt that Jewish 

values challenge each of us to help those who may lose 

their home to foreclosure during this economic crisis. 

We should be acting together to seek remedy for indi-

viduals within the community, while simultaneously 

working to address the root causes. Our actions to help 

one another are the clearest, best answer to the Cainõs 

challenge. 
 

 ñ Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

Next LUNCH and LEARN set for Nov. 20! 
 

The Social Justice Committee will resume its highly  

successful Lunch and Learn program following services 

on November 20. Topics discussed will be Preventing 

Foreclosures and the Promise Neighborhood Project in  

St. Paul. All congregants and friends are welcome.  

Jewish Community Action (JCA):  

The Ongoing Foreclosure Crisis & Recession  

and Our Response 
 

Jewish Community Actionõs (JCA) foreclosure prevention and 

fair lending campaign gives Jews in the Twin Cities a chance 

to take urgent action to help people save their homes; it also 

gives us the chance to raise a united, powerful voice from 

multiple communities for fair lending and accountability from 

lenders and lawmakers. 
 

JCA volunteers have spent hundreds of hours knocking on 

doors together with resident leaders from north Minneapolis, 

meeting and referring residents at risk of foreclosure and 

eviction to free counseling. These counselors, working at  

organizations like Habitat for Humanity, Neighborhood  

Development Alliance and Hmong American Partnership,  

then negotiate with the lenders to modify the mortgages of 

the homeowners to avoid foreclosure. 
 

By doing this urgent outreach work together, JCA members 

have built trust, and strong relationships with resident leaders 

from religious, community, ethnic and neighborhood organiza-

tions in the Twin Cities. These relationships will help us  

engage in the critical next steps of the campaign: lobbying 

local and federal elected officials for stronger fair lending and 

financial reforms, and negotiating fair lending and community 

reinvestment agreements with banks. 
 

At the core of this campaign is our commitment, as Jews 

seeking genuine justice and tikkun olam, to infuse our  

relationships with our African-American allies, and with our 

fellow Jews at our congregations, with a kavanah (an intention 

or direction of the heart) of truth, reconciliation and mutual 

renewal. This means we are committed to learning about the 

history of financial discrimination, how it continues to this 

day, and how it injures all of us, all of our communities, our 

whole financial system, our metropolitan regional economy, 

and our shared future. We are furthermore committed to  

educate our fellow Jews about these realities; and we are 

committed to act powerfully together to make this mutual 

renewal of our communities a reality. 
 

Now, Jewish Community Action and its allies are organizing 

the St Paul Fair Lending Coalition (SPFLC) to address the  

foreclosure crisis in our city.  The short term goal is to prevent 

dozens of foreclosures in St Paul; the long term goal is to 

equip resident leaders with the tools to hold financial  

institutions accountable for their financial footprint in low  

and moderate income communities of color. The work in St. 

Paul will include outreach to families facing foreclosure,  

referrals to counselors, and advocacy with lenders and  

legislators to change private lending policies and public  

policies. 
 

To learn more or to participate in a foreclosure prevention 

doorknock with this new coalition, please contact Vic  

Rosenthal at vic@jewishcommunityaction.org.  

Members Participate in Carter Work Project 
Temple of Aaron members participated with volunteers from 

the Muslim and Christian faiths on October 5 to work on a 

Habitat for Humanity project that was visited by Jimmy and 

Rosalyn Carter later that week. Sue Ellen Flynn spoke  

eloquently for the Jewish Community and the Temple of 

Aaron. Those participating in the weekõs project were: Sue 

Ellen Flynn, Alexandra Ganzel, Bill Lerman, JoAnn Silvers, 

and Brian Zaidman                    
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Bõnot Mitzvah 

Ian Leventhal, son of Jim and Nan Leventhal, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on  

November 5 and 6, 2010.  

    Ian is in seventh grade at Friendly Hills Middle School, where he participates in Ski Club 

and band. He also enjoys tae kwon do, ATVing, skiing, snowboarding, tennis, basketball,  

and ping pong. He is a member of Temple of Aaron Kadima. 

    Ian has designated The American Cancer Society for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Ianõs grandparents,  

Peggy and Bill Cohn, Mindy and Brook Leventhal, and Lois and Sheldon Vermes. 

Ian Leventhal 

Name: Adam Guralnik, son of Albert and Valerie Guralnik, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on  

November 13, 2010.  

    Adam is in eighth grade at Minnetonka Middle West School. At school he participates in  

Science Bowl, Continental Math League and University of Minnesota Talented Youth Math  

Program.  

He also enjoys playing piano, lacrosse and video games.  

    Adam is a member of Temple Aaron Kadima.  

    Adam has designated American Cancer Society for his tzedaka contribution.  

     
Adam Guralnik 


