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    Rabbi Alan and Rebecca Shavit-Lonstein 
 

    Would like to invite  
    the Temple of Aaron community  

      to the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Naveh 
 

     Friday Nov. 18 at 8:00 pm & Saturday Nov. 19 at 9:00 am 
 

Congregational Kiddush Luncheon to follow services.  
 

We Look Forward to Celebrating with You 
 

(RSVP appreciated by Nov. 4 to BeckySL@me.com) 
 

Temple of Aaron is grateful for everyone 

who previously made donations to our 

Torah Repair Fund. Your generosity 

enabled us to use a Florida scribe 

(Sofer) to repair two of our Torahs and 

return them for use during the High 

Holydays. More work will be done in the 

future on our other Torahs as soon as 

we raise sufficient money. Please 

consider making a gift between $18  

and $18,000 to help re-build the Torah 

Repair Fund. 

 

The Torah contains the Five Books of 

Moses. The Torah is made of many 

pieces of parchment and wears out 

from use when we read on Shabbat, 

Monday & Thursday mornings and 

holidays. The parchment is attached to 

a roller commonly referred to as tree of 

life. We roll to the proper portion for 

reading. We have mantles which protect 

and beautify each Torah. A crown has 

been placed on the Torah as a show of 

respect. The Torah is written and 

repaired by a scribe (Sofer in Hebrew). 

The scribe uses a quill from a kosher 

fowl to write the letters. Donations are 

accepted on-line, check and credit card. 

Please direct your questions to 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff  

(651-698-8874 ext 106 or 

kenagranoff@templeofaaron.org). 

We Repaired Two Torahs and Support Is Needed So We Can Repair More Torahs  
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

The joyous and engaging Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur services  

this year were made possible by the 

dedication of Temple of Aaron staff,  

and the devotion of member volunteers. 

I want to begin by thanking the choir. 

Since we left slavery in Egypt and Miriam 

taught us to sing our praises to God, 

music has been central to worship and 

community. Thanks to those who helped 

uplift our services this year, Choir 

Director Tom Bartsch and members: 

Betty Agranoff, Sue Flynn, Beth 

Ballinger, Amy Miller-Stern, Emilee 

Skadron, Doris Rubenstein, Jenni 

Schwartz, Ellie Bier, Marsha Schwartz, Ο
Jerry Schwartz, Dan Spector, Elliot Stern, 

Howard Bell, Hugh Gitlin, Mike Bell,Ο
David Baldinger, Joshua Fineblum, and 

George Bier. 

 

Torah reading for the High Holydays 

expertly arranged by Wendy Kane. David 

Baldinger and Jim Berg blew shofar for 

us. Linda Eisenstadt prepared and 

labeled the High Holyday ticket mailing 

to synagogue members. Terry Zien and 

Lynne Bell coordinated member 

participation on the bima. Thanks to all. 

 

The Bima Team of Hazzan Kowitz, Rabbi 

Barry Cytron, and Ritual Coordinator, 

Larry Eisenstadt worked diligently to 

provide engaging services that found a 

balance of music, prayer and 

participation, in both English and 

Hebrew. 

Hard work and continued striving for 

improvement are hallmarks of the 

synagogue staff. Thanks to: Part-Time 

Kitchen Supervisor, Svetlana Kazistova, 

and Tanya Soroka, Executive Director 

Ken Agranoff, Business Manager Shelley 

Diamond, Administrative Assistant Kim 

Thomey, Ritual/Clergy Assistant Kathy 

Berg. The building is maintained by Bill 

Jorke and his staff: Todd Jones, Todd 

Schmidt and Jim Markus. 

 

The Education and Youth Team 

continues to build a program to educate 

the next generation, and coordinated 

youth services, programs and projects 

that run alongside the main service. 

Thank you to Director of Education 

Joshua Fineblum and Youth Director 

Robby Erlich and Administrative 

Assistant Susie Haim. Thank you to 

Wendy Baldinger for her help leading the 

Young Family services on both Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

 

Thank you to: Lindsay Berg, Shari 

Lowenthal, for coordinating youth art 

and services; Janet, Samantha and 

David Zylberberg for taking care of 

babysitting during services; and Elliott 

Stern, Matt Bernick and Joe Lane for 

planning and leading the teen services. 

 

During the Second Day of Rosh 

Hashanah, several of our students who 

visited Israel this past year shared their 

experiences with us from the bima. 

Thank you to: Andy Bernick, Matt 

Bernick, Ezra Strohm, Elliot Stern, Gilad 

Segal, Susan Balto, Morgan Werthauser, 

Sonya Rosen, Natalie Baldinger, Sophie 

Gotlieb, Sophie Burton, Maddie Gleekel, 

Mike Kowitz, and Max Lowenthal.  

 

At the center of the creativity, diversity 

and joy that are hallmarks of the Temple 

of Aaron are the people who contribute 

so much to make this community strong.  

 
Thank you all. May 5772 
be a joyous year for everyone.  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874  ext. 111 

Starting the New Year with Thanks  



When the month of November comes 

around, one of the first thoughts that 

people have is, òWhere are we going this 

year for Thanksgiving dinner?ó America 

has a tradition of taking this holiday and 

celebrating it in the same way that many 

Jewish holidays are celebrated. There is 

one key component that links this 

particular holiday to Jewish ones. The 

common denominator is food and more 

food and even more food after that. I find 

it humorous and amazing that food links 

all of us up so well. It is the one thing 

that we all have in common. We all have 

to eat and we use food at sad occasions 

and at happy occasions. But what is it 

that this holiday is really all about? It is 

about giving thanks. 

 

Every morning when a Jew wakes up, 

that person is supposed to give thanks 

for God restoring the soul (so to speak) 

from sleep to the first time you open your 

eyes in the morning. Many peopleõs lives 

are filled with hardship. It is difficult 

when you are going through a hard time 

to give thanks. You feel so embittered by 

your circumstance that it is hard to see 

the light at the end of the tunnel.  

 

We have friends, family and 

acquaintances that we all need to give 

thanks for. But most of all we should give 

thanks for an opportunity that is given to 

each and every one of us. That 

opportunity is called òlife.ó We have 

many days that we struggle with our own 

lives but as the saying goes, òWhat goes 

up must come down and what is down 

never stays down!ó Life is a never ending 

symphony of highs and lows. Every day 

we have the opportunity to give thanks 

for everything we have. It also reminds 

me of another expression when I go to 

visit someone who has had an illness or 

bad fortuneñmost remark to me, òWell it 

couldõve been worse!ó This is very true.  

 

We need to appreciate the simple things 

that are given to us every single day. The 

sky, the trees, the birds, sunsets, 

sunrise, I could go on and on. When we 

sit down this year, whether it is on 

Thanksgiving or Hanukkah, let us enjoy 

our friends, our families and our food. If 

this article makes you hungryé all the 

better. Let us rejoice with one another, 

and could you please pass the coleslaw? 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874  ext. 113 
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NOVEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 

 10 Yuliya and Boris Makhlin 

 40 Joannie and Bruce Davidson 

 40 Nancy and Steve Browne 

 45 Eileen and Howard Bream 

 51 Barb and Steve Godes 

 52 Regina and Yevgeniy Freydin 

 53 Yekaterina and Alexander  

  Suponitsky 

 57 Bev and Marv Edelstein 

 58 Marion and Gary Klein 

 59 Ethel and Norman Smith 

 60 Burniece and Bill Goldetsky 

Thanksgiving  

The Key to Making a Minyan is You  
Many of us take for granted we will always have a minyan for the Mournerõs Kaddish. 

Please set aside some time at least once per month to attend a service. Your 

presence will help someone perform the mitzvah of saying Kaddish for a loved one. 



 Department of  Youth Services 

Robby Erlich  
Youth Director 

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 
651-698-8874  ext. 115 

What a great start to our year! We had a great time at Grandslam and at Severõs Corn 

Maze for our youngest group, our 5-6 graders had a great Shabbaton experience with 

their fellow St. Paul friends, our 7-8 graders BBQõed and jumped around at Skyzone, 

and our 9-12 graders kicked it off with an afternoon of fun and helped to repair our 

world by òtrick or treatingó for canned foods! 
 

There is plenty in-store for everyone coming up!  Please be sure to visit 

www.templeofaaron.org to complete the registration form and to stay up-to-date on 

all the latest programming! 

 November Youth Department Programs! 

 

Brunswick Zone for 5-6 graders! November 6 

 

Israeli Iron Chef for 7-8 graders! November 13 

 

Limo Hunt for 9-12 graders!  November 12 

 

USY Kinnus for 9-12 graders!  November 24-27 

 

1 more USY program TBD 

Calling all actors and actresses!  
 

2011-нлмн ¸ƻǳǘƘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ tƭŀȅ ά!ƭƭ {Ƙƻƻƪ ¦Ǉέ ¢Ǌȅƻǳǘǎ ŦƻǊ тth-12th Graders! 
Sunday December 4th

 

USYõers having a great time at RanHam Bowling! 
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Food Shelf  

Mission Impossible?  

Not if you help.  
 

Help us make progress in the 

statewide fight against hun-

ger. Support our food shelf!  
 

You can leave food at the 

synagogue. You can use our 

website and make an online 

donation. You can mail a 

check to chair person Harriet 

Levy and she will mail a card 

for a celebration, get well or 

condolence. 
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Lilmod Uõlilamed  ñ òTo Teach and to Learnó- Pirkei Avot 

ˡˬ˪˪ˣ ˡˬ˪˪ 

Joshua Fineblum   
Director of Education 

joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 
651-698-8874  ext. 103 

As we move out of the High Holyday season each of us has had time to think about 

what this New Year will bring for each of us. In doing this, please continue to ask 

yourself what Temple of Aaron has for you and your family to get involved with. 
 

Tot Shabbat and Prayers in PJs has gotten off to a very successful start and we are 

looking forward to more toddlers thru 1st graders and families participating in this 

fun, interactive and enjoyable service together. Look at the calendar, flyer, and ads 

for information about timing and dates for these programs throughout the year. 
 

We are also very excited to have gotten our Jr. /Sr. Seminars started. Our first 

program was an interactive seminar led by some of our students who went to Israel 

this past summer on a variety of different trips. They presented not only on the 

second day of Rosh Hashanah for the entire congregation but shared their own 

personal stories of their trips with our 7th-10th graders. They have also participated 

in a Shabbat lunch-and-learn, and we have many more educational experiences 

planned as we continue the year. 
 

Our 2nd grade class started the family education programming off this year. Please 

look at the calendar to see when your family can come and participate in these fun, 

experiential programs filled with food, fun and a little bit of education, too. 4th and 

5th grade families should be ready for their programs coming up this month! 
 

If you have any questions about our new programming please feel free to contact me 

any time as Iõm always eager to chat and know what our congregants are looking for 

not only for our children but for everyone. Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving 

and Iõm looking forward to seeing everyone at our next event! 

 

 
 

Midat Hachodesh:  Kavanah  
The meaning of the word Kavanah is òintention.ó For 

some it is just about doing an act, but for us in Judaism it 

is about how we do those actions and how we feel about 

the action that is important. I have had the chance to pray 

many times throughout my life, but it is not just the act of 

praying but what Iõm thinking and feeling that really make 

me feel like Iõm having a conversation with G-d. Why we 

do something and how it makes us feel in the moment is 

as if not more important than the act itself. Take time 

when you are in services to try to think about more than 

just the Hebrew or English words but what they mean to 

you and why you are the one saying them. If you take that 

time then you can ask yourself the ultimate question: Did 

you pray with Kavanah today or was there no meaning 

behind your prayer?  

 

Attention 2nd-6th graders: 

Special Educational Field Trip 

The Power of Freedom: Part 1  
Wednesday, November 2, 2011 

4:00PM-6:30PM 
 

This is part of our regular curriculum and is a joint program of 

Temple of Aaron, Mount Zion, Beth Jacob, and Talmud Torah. 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
September 2011    Elul 5771 - Tishri 5772 

Abramson, Richard 

Akkerman, Sofia 

Axelrod, Leonard, Linda,  

    Danny 

Bans, Sally 

Behr, Bev & Dick 

Belenkiy, Boris 

Berde, Doris & family 

Blumstein, Ethel 

Blumstein, Sterling 

Blyakher, Sima 

Braginsky, Isya 

Brody, Phyllis & Sanford 

Bubar, Sana & Dmitriy 

Butwin, Rita 

Drucker, Harold 

Eisenstadt, Larry & Linda 

Estraykh, Yakov & Anna 

Feldman, Kayleen 

Finn, Eleanor 

Fishman, Georgia 

Fogel, Harold 

Fridman, Alla & Vladimir 

Garbuz, Khaye 

Gochberg, Peter 

Goldberg, Sharleen 

Goldman, Arnold 

Gorina, Ira 

Greenberg, Dr. Richard 

Greenberg, Lee & Barbara  

Grin, Alexandra 

Grobovsky, Shirley 

Jerson, Francine & Sidney 

Kagan, Galina 

Kamin, Evelyn 

Kanivetsky, Rozita 

Kaplan, Burleigh 

Kaplan, Esther 

Kaplan, Louis 

Kaplan, Suzanne 

Katz, Connie & Harry 

Katz, Sidney 

Kislyuk, Alexandra 

Klein, Marion & E. Gary 

Kopilenko, Alexander 

Kushner, Susan & Barry 

Levak, Ilya 

Levine, Allen 

Lewine, Rachel C. & family 

Lubov-Ripps, Sherri 

Mack, Ellen & Bates, Tom 

Marvy, Bob & Florie 

Meltzer, Rose 

Nemer, Helen 

Peker, Busya 

Pogoler, Barbara & Andrew 

Rafowitz, Sam 

Raskin, Alexander 

Rein, Mildred 

Rubenstein, Bob 

Rubin, Paula 

Rutzick, Yale 

Savage, Edith 

Schenker, Shirley 

Sher, Cantor Steve 

Shneur, Grigoriy & Revekka 

Simes, Hy & Josephine 

Strickon, Beryl  

Toushin, Sally & David 

Tragar, C.A. 

Tselniker, Yakov 

Uchenik, Lev 

Udodovsky, Mira 

Upin, Bernice 

Usem, Arnold, & Harriet 

Vinnik, Val & Luda 

Waldman, Jerry & family 

Ward, Hillard & Helene 

Warren, Marilyn & Melvin 

Weinberg, Idele 
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the family 

of the following member  

who has passed away 
 

Vivian Calmenson 

 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . .  to Mark Lerman from BW  

Insurance Agency for again providing 

a large supply of complimentary 

2011-2012 Jewish calendars. 

 

. . .  to Clara Watchman, Burt Katz 

and Betty Agranoff for labeling nearly 

1,100 October Aaronions so mem-

bers can see the wide range of 

events taking place at the syna-

gogue. 

 

. . . to everyone who helped us con-

duct a meaningful service by accept-

ing an aliyah during High Holydays 

and Sukkot. 

 

. . . to all volunteer ushers and board 

members who helped the services 

run smoothly during the High Holy-

days and Sukkot. 

Food Shelf Mission  

Impossible? Not if you help.  
Help us make 

progress in the 

statewide fight 

against hun-

ger. Support 

our food shelf!  
 

You can leave 

food at the 

synagogue. 

You can use 

our website and make an online  

donation. You can mail a check to  

chair person Harriet Levy and she will 

mail a card for a celebration, get well  

or condolence. 

Temple of Aaron Partners 

With St Paul JCC at Twin Cites 

Book Fair  
       

A Time Capsule Reveals 

Thursday, November 10 Å 7pm 
 

Adina Hoffman & Peter Cole 

Sacred Trash: The Lost and Found 

World of the Cairo Geniza 

MacArthur-winning poet and translator 

Peter Cole and acclaimed essayist Adina 

Hoffman tell the story of the retrieval 

from an Egyptian geniza ñ a repository 

for worn-out texts ñ of the most vital 

cache of Jewish manuscripts ever 

discovered. Presenting a panoramic 

view of nine hundred years of vibrant 

Mediterranean Judaism, Hoffman and 

Cole bring modern readers into the 

heart of this little know trove, whose 

contents have rightly been dubbed òthe 

Living Sea Scrolls.ó A gripping tale of 

adventure and redemption. 

 

   Tuesday Book  

  Club - 6:30 p.m.  
 

 

November 22 - Gloria Goldreich - 

This Promised Land 
  

December 20 - Saul Bellows -  

Adventures of Augie March 
 

Call Deb Bachrach with  

questions: 651-690-4130  
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Irene and Paul (Butch) Rifkin 

Strengthen Temple of Aaron  

The Rifkins believed deeply in commu-

nity. They quietly and steadily supported 

the Jewish community and the broader 

community for decades with their time, 

caring and financial support. In the mid-

1990s they created a trust for distribut-

ing money to various organizations ena-

bling them to continue pursuing their 

valued missions. They strongly believed 

in the importance of family and having a 

solid foundation for life. Their daughter, 

Janie Becker, and grandson, David 

Swanson, carry on the family tradition of 

membership at Temple of Aaron. 

 

We greatly appreciate the gift created by 

Butch and Irene which was targeted to 

maintain our buildingõs operational 

foundation. Butchõs parents (Morris and 

Rose Rifkin) donated the sanctuary wall 

Ten Commandments and two of our 

Torah crowns which enhance the beauty 

of our sanctuary ark. Now, the Rifkins 

join a generous small group of families 

who have made major gifts to our Capi-

tal Repair Endowment Fund. Our com-

munity mourns the loss of Butch and 

Irene and expresses great admiration 

for their vision in leaving a gift for help-

ing future generations practice their 

Judaism at Temple of Aaron in our  

successful second century of operation. 

Calling All Jewish Minnesota Teens  
 

 keren or  
 A creative arts forum for Jewish teens 

 

Keren Or (Ray of Light) announces its 8th annual contest for Jewish Minnesota 

teenagers. Students in grades 7-12 are invited to submit original  poems, prose, 

and photo-graphs. The deadline for submissions is Monday, December 5, 2011. 

Prizes in each category (poetry, prose, photography) are $100 for first place and 

$50 for second and third places. Winning entries will be published on our  

website and in a special supplement to the American Jewish World. For more 

information and contest rules refer to www.kerenorcontest.org.  

2012 Cemetery Flower  

Planting Season  
Mersini Parker will again provide flower 

plantings at our Roseville cemetery. Call 

her at 651-407-0532 before April 16, 

2012 to discuss pricing options. If you 

prefer to plant your own flowers, she 

has a care-only option for weeding and 

watering, so please call her. 


