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Noshing on Noodles  

for October 7, 2009  
Noodles and Company on Ford 

Parkway in Highland Park will be 

holding a fundraiser for the 

Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas Reli-

gious School/Rossy & Richard 

Shaller Hebrew School. Noodles 

will donate 25 percent of total 

sales between the hours of 5:00 

pm and 9:00 pm, on October 

7th, 2009. We will use the dona-

tion to increase our tuition assis-

tance funds and continue  

upgrading our instructional  

materials.  
 

More information, including a  

necessary coupon, will be avail-

able soon, and check our web-

site:  www.templeofaaron.org 

Your Presence and Participation Are  Requested  
   

For a Temple of Aaron Centennial Event  
That Will Uplift Our Community  

 
 

 
 

 
When:   November 15, 2009 at 11:00 -1:00  

        

Who Should Attend: Temple Members and community 
 members who believe in helping others in need. 
 

This event will be a great opportunity for the entire family!  
Come after Sunday school to show your children  

we can make a difference in the lives of people in poverty  
*Childrenôs interactive learning activities will take place!  

 

Place of Event: Temple of Aaron 
 

Cost/Admission: Free -  Plan to bring as many items  
 as you are able to donate for making baskets. 

   

Dress Code: Dress in comfortable wear as we will be  
creating and assembling the baskets.  

 

Who Benefits from Event: Jewish people experiencing 

 tough times who need your help now!  
 

What about Lunch: Food will be made available 

UNABLE TO ATTEND?         

Please bring as many items as you are able to donate.  
These generous donations will be used to help reach our  

goal of creating 100  baskets for Jews in need. 
 

In celebration of the Temple of Aaronôs Centennial  
what better way to celebrate than to help those  

in the Jewish community who need our help!  

 

Your children learn from what you do, and if they understand that  
taking care of others who are less fortunate is something that  

you value, they will learn to value that too.  

Sukkot Salad Bar  

ñ October 4  ñ 
 

Lea and Herbert Schaffer, of blessed 

memory, created an endowment to 

sponsor the annual Salad Bar follow-

ing services on the Second Day of 

Sukkot, which is Sunday, October 4, 

2009. They were generous and  

gracious in making our holyday  

experience  more festive. 



From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
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A Happy New Year to All  
 

As we look back on the start of a New 

Year at the Temple of Aaron, I want to 

thank everyone who helped to make this 

yearõs services engaging and meaningful. 

Each year, it is a group effort to coordi-

nate the many aspects of the services, 

and, working as teams, each and every 

person who participates is critical.  
 

The Bima Team of Hazzan Kowitz, Rabbi 

Barry Cytron, and Ritual Coordinator 

Larry Eisenstadt worked to craft a series 

of prayers that would engage each mem-

ber in a variety of ways. By mixing tradi-

tional Hebrew prayers with English read-

ings, choir-led songs and opportunities 

for silent meditation, we hoped to allow 

each of us to connect with the renewing 

message of the High Holyday season.  
 

These messages are passed along to our 

students and young adults in both formal 

and informal educational programs, 

thanks to the work of the Education and 

Youth Team: Wendy Goodman, Jodi Saltz-

man, and Wendy Goodman-Hemingway. 

A special thanks to them, especially 

since all the work coordinating for the 

High Holydays take place just as the  

new Temple of Aaron school year is  

beginning.  
 

This staff team was aided in our work  

by the tireless efforts of members who 

volunteer their time. Thanks to them all, 

and especially to Wendy Baldinger with 

whom I again had the pleasure of leading 

Young Family services on the first day of 

Rosh Hashanah and also Yom Kippur. 

David Baldinger who again this year 

served as our Hazzan for the Preliminary 

and Sacharit services; and Lynne Bell 

whose coordination of the many member 

coming and going from the bima helps us 

keep the service running smoothly. 
 

Taking our service from smoothly flowing 

to moving and uplifting is achieved 

through the hard work of the Adult Choir. 

Not only do they attend and sing during 

multiple services during the day, but they 

also put in many hours of rehearsal. 

Thanks to this yearõs choir: Betty Agran-

off, June Margoles, Sue Flynn, Beth Bal-

linger, Amy Miller-Stern, Doris Ruben-

stein, Jenni Schwartz, Ellie Bier, Maxine 

Block, Jerry Schwartz, Dan Spector, 

David Engen, Jason Lambright, Howard 

Bell, Hugh Gitlin, Loren Taple, Mike Bell, 

David Baldinger, and George Bier. 

Thanks also to the choir director, Tom 

Bartsch, whose work also adds so much 

to Shabbat celebration at Temple of 

Aaron. Other members of the his very 

talented family were with us to begin 

Yom Kippur in the proper spirit; thanks to 

Julie and Alice Bartsch for their violin 

work during Kol Nidre.  
 

This year, there was an added dimension 

to our time together in the form of our 

new High Holyday Resource Book. This 

publication combined educational mate-

rials focused on the services and Torah 

readings, with the responsive readings 

and song lyrics. Our goal was to create 

additional ways to access and under-

stand the prayer service, and to find new 

ways to connect with it. Most of the book 

is original content, created with the assis-

tance of Rabbi Cytron and thanks to the 

hard work of: Johnny Ball, Lindsay Berg, 

Hugh Gitlin, Jim Guerrero, Sally Lorber-

baum, Nina Haugen, Penny Newstrom, 

Peter Setter, Jim Stein, and Catherine 

Wheaton.  
 

Torah reading for the High Holydays was 

again this year coordinated by Wendy 

Kane, and our the new year was her-

alded by our expert shofar blowers:  

David Baldinger and Jim Berg.  
 

The Temple of Aaron depends on the 

hard work and talents of our Staff Team, 

and at no time is that more true than 

during the High Holydays. Thanks to: 

Svetlana Kazistova and Tanya Soroka in 

the kitchen, Executive Director Ken 

Agranoff, Business Manager Shelley  

Diamond, Administrative/School Assis-

tant Kim Thomey, Ritual/Clergy Assistant 

Katherine Berg, and Office Assistant 

Susie Haim. Leading our Programming 

Team, and working closely with all the 

synagogue committees and volunteers is 

Program Manager Lisa Rothstein. The 

building is maintained by Bill Jorke and 

his staff: Todd Jones, Todd Schmidt,  

Jim Markus, Svetlana Kazistova and  

Gennadiy Kazistov.  
 

As with all our worship services, I look 

forward to hearing your feedback: how 

meaningful and engaging was it this 

year? How can we continue to improve in 

the coming years? I hope your year is full 

of joy and connection.  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Join Temple of Aaron Book 

Club  Tuesday, Oct. 20, 2009 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. for òThe Gift of 

the Jewsó by Thomas Cahill. Barry 

Divine, Virginia Bordeaux, Sharleen 

Goldberg and Ellen Roitenberg are 

some members exploring this new 

club.  
 

For info, call Deb Bachrach, 651-690-

4130 or deb.bachrach@yahoo.com 

 

For November: òMy Fatherõs Para-

diseó by Ariel Sbar. 

 

For December: A book of your choice 

on Golda Meir. 

 

Centennial News 
 

TofA FunFest  
May 2, 2010 

 

The Great Outdoors  
with Golf & BBQ Feast  

August 8, 2010  
 

Dedication  
of  

Time Capsule  
October 10, 2010 
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

 

OCTOBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 5  Shelly and Loren Frisch 

 10  Beverley and Richard Behr  

 15  Sheril and Philip Gilberstadt 

 15 Rita and Mickey Kieffer 

 15 Judy and Michael Skadron 

 20  Jody and Howard Sigal  

 35  Sharon and Marvin Cohan  

 51  Mindy and Seymour Leventhal 

 52  Polina Koretskaya and Ilya Shafir  

 55  Gracia and Merrill Kuller  

 56  Lois and Tom Shaw 

 56 Gertruda and Yefim Milshteyn 

 56 Riva and Louis Polansky  

 59  Sana and Dmitry Bubar  

 61  Geri and Milton Blumenfeld  

 62  Sylvia and Leo Niedorf  

 64  Ethel and Fred Katz  

For the Rest of the Year . . .  
 

The High Holydays have now come and passed. How do we do all that we do? With 

parents, children, a job, commitments, and spouses ð all of these seem to fill our life 

to the brim. I recently went through a few Aaronions and found one that I had done 

several months ago. My life at times seemed to be like a rollercoaster at Valley Fair. 

After reading through the reading, which I am going to share with you, it gave me a 

new perspective as it did the first time on what is important and what is not so impor-

tant. What needs to be done now and what can be done later. I hope that you get as 

much insight from this reprinted article as I have. 

 

When things in your lives seem almost too much to handle, when 24 hours in a day 

are not enough, remember the mayonnaise jar and the 2 cups of coffee.  

 

 

A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in front of him. 

When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a very large and empty mayonnaise 

jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar was 

full. They agreed that it was.  

 

The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He 

shook the jar lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. He 

then asked the students again if the jar was full. They agreed it was.  

 

The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course, the 

sand filled up everything else. He asked once more if the jar was full. The students 

responded with an unanimous òyes.ó  

 

The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and poured the 

entire contents into the jar effectively filling the empty space between the sand. The 

students laughed.  

 

òNow,ó said the professor as the laughter subsided, òI want you to recognize that this 

jar represents your life. The golf balls are the important things ñ God, your family, 

your children, your health, your friends and your favorite passions ñ and if everything 

else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full.  

 

The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house and your car. 

The sand is everything else ñ the small stuff.  

 

òIf you put the sand into the jar first,ó he continued, òthere is no room for the pebbles 

or the golf balls. The same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on the 

small stuff you will never have room for the things that are important to you.  

 

òPay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. Play with your children. 

Take time to get medical checkups. Take your spouse out to dinner. Play another 18. 

There will always be time to clean the house and fix the disposal. Take care of the 

golf balls first ñ the things that really matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just sand.ó  

 

One of the students raised her hand and inquired what the coffee represented. The 

professor smiled. òIõm glad you asked. It just goes to show you that no matter how full 

your life may seem, thereõs always room for a couple of cups of coffee with a friend.ó 
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 Department of  Youth Services 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

Jodi Saltzman,  

Director of Youth Services 

jodisaltzman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 103 

Wendy Goodman Hemingway,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendyhemingway@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

The summer drew to a close and a new 

school year is in full swing! It is a time to 

reflect and to set goals, giving us a  

chance for growth and development. We 

are striving to incorporate new materials 

and methods that will promote learning in 

all subjects and areas. Todah Rabah to 

our wonderful staff, who are dedicated to 

providing our children with the best possi-

ble Jewish education. 

 

It is important to remember that learning 

is best accomplished through a partner-

ship between the school, the child and 

the home. We encourage families to par-

ticipate in their childrenõs education 

through family education programs, work-

shops, adult education opportunities, and 

congregational celebrations. 

 

�7�2�'�$�+���5�$�%�$�+�«��to our fabulous Confir-

mation class parents who pulled off a 

terrific breakfast éto our talented (!)  

Pancake flippers: Howard Silvers, George 

Bier, Terry Zien, Harlan Stern, Jeff Marks 

éto our Confirmation trip chaperones: 

Julie Gotlieb and Jodi Saltzman.  

 

JUNIOR/SENIOR SEMINAR, a course for 

high school juniors and seniors, is led by 

both Wendy Goodman and Wendy Good-

man-Hemingway and will meet nearly 

every month on Sunday mornings. The 

first session is November 1 and will meet 

in the Wine Conference Room. Call Wendy 

Goodman at the Temple office with any 

questions or to enroll. 

 

TODAH RABAH to our Assistant Teacher 

staff!! These high school juniors or seniors 

work with younger students on Sunday 

mornings, enhancing their classroom ex-

periences and providing them with solid 

Jewish role models: Elly Bier, Jeanne 

Bloomberg, Alexis Burbul, Michael Fein-

stein, Matthew Kamman, Lauren Oskey, 

Elianna Rosenthal, Bayley Taple, Jacob 

Abel, Brittani Berg, Jessi Lerman, Danielle 

Perle, Alex Rosenbloom, Danny Schule-

man, Taylor Werthauser, Elana Zien. 

 

Mark your calendars!  Save the date! 

SPECIAL PERSONõS DAY is November 8th 

ð Children in Toddler/Parent class 

through 4th grade bring their SPECIAL 

PERSON to school for a morning of activity 

and learning.  A SPECIAL PERSON is a 

grandparent, aunt, uncle, adult cousin or 

friend. We will bake challah and the chil-

dren will have their pictures taken with 

their SPECIAL PERSON. Call Wendy Good-

man at the synagogue office for more  

information! 

 

A FEW SUCCESSFUL ATTITUDES OF SUC-

CESSFUL GRANDPARENTS 

·ñ Adopt the right attitude. Grandparents 

want grandchildren to be happy, success-

ful, good people. Therefore, the question 

they should ask themselves is, òWhat kind 

of Jews will my grandchildren be?  And 

how can I help that development?ó 

 

·ñ Introduce grandchildren to many of 

lifeõs finer things. Grandparents have the 

time, space and interest in their lives to 

do so. They live and share life to the full-

est, and grandchildren should be able to 

share unique experiences that become 

special memories. 

 

·ñ Be a curator of family heritage. Grand-

parents collect, preserve, exhibit and then 

bequeath family artifacts, recipes, stories 

and all kinds of memories. Judaica should 

be a part of every grandparentõs collec-

tion. 

 

ñ Be there in times of pain. One of the 

greatest treasures grandparents have, in 

their age and in their wisdom, is the ability 

to handle pain, to deal with the difficult 

things in life. Grandchildren should be 

able to talk about sickness and death and 

God and all the other hard, scary topics 

with their grandparents ð much better, 

sometimes, than with their parents. 

 

KIDS GOING TO SHOLOM HOME 

Our 7th grade curriculum includes visiting 

the residents at Sholom East on a 

monthly basis. We feel it is important to 

recognize these people who built the Jew-

ish community as we know it, giving back 

through our visits some of the gratitude 

we feel. The students respond very well to 

these visits ð they play bingo, give mani-

cures, deliver books, bring the residents 

to special programming and to dinner.  

The staff at the Sholom Home are delight-

ful to work with and we appreciate their 

hard work and caring that makes this  

program so strong. 


