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Shanna Tova U’Metuka 

Have a  

Joyous and  

Sweet  

New Year.  
 

From our Family  

to Yours,  
 

Rabbi Alan, Rebecca, 

Noah, Naveh and Naomi 

Shavit-Lonstein  
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Endowments and Special Gifts above and beyond dues add to 

our High Holyday experience 

Yearly, a new Supplementary Service 

Booklet for 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah is 

donated in loving memory of S. Paul 

Johnson, Toni Braverman and Lewis H. 

& Rivian Johnson. 
 

Max (of blessed memory) & Felicia 

Schulz established an endowment for 

Rosh Hashanah expenses in honor of 

their 50th wedding anniversary. 
 

The David A. Berg Family created an 

endowment that provides apples and 

honey on the 2nd day of Rosh 

Hashanah. 
 

Friends and family of Rachel Liba 

Cardozo established the Baalat Koreh 

grant in her memory.  We perpetuate 

her beautiful High Holyday trop by 

funding a teacher to train Torah readers 

in her trop.  Wendy Kane continues to 

train Golden Kepah recipients. 
 

Ken & Tracey Agranoff created an 

endowment to sponsor the Holydays 

Family Services in the sanctuary in 

memory of fathers Harry Agranoff and 

Sidney Cass, in honor of mothers 

Marion Cass and Betty Agranoff, and in 

honor of daughters, Samantha and 

Jessica. 
 

David & Paula, Adam & Samuel 

Schraber established an endowment for 

High Holyday Torah Reading in honor of 

the 62nd wedding anniversary of 

David’s parents, Rose & Harry Schraber, 

of blessed memory. 
 

Yizkor and Yom Kippur Supplement 

Booklet was given in memory of William 

& Fanny Feldman Smith by children 

Lorraine & Sid Applebaum, Joyce & 

Marvin Smith (of Blessed Memory), 

Marilyn & Richard Smith. 

Tashlich Service Booklets and bird seed 

are provided by an endowment from Dr. 

Paul & Lois Bloomberg in honor of 

daughters Anne, Sarah and Jeanne. 
 

The David A. Berg Family created an 

endowment in memory of Robert H. 

Berg to provide a “Break the Fast” 

following the final shofar blast on Yom 

Kippur. Janie & David Berg helped 

organize the festive food and 

beverages. 
 

Bimah flowers are provided by a fund in 

memory of Marvin Perlman. 
 

High Holyday Babysitting is partially 

endowed by the generosity of the 

congregation in memory of Carole 

Kowitz and by her family, Shelly, 

Michael, Joshua & Hazzan Mitchell 

Kowitz. 
 

Our Machzorim were donated in loving 

memory of Ben & Stella Freeman by 

their children, Arthur, of blessed 

memory & Margie, Earl, of blessed 

memory & Gretta, Allen & Toba; in loving 

memory of Marion & Alfred Spicer and 

Mildred Kaplan and in honor of Louis 

Kaplan from the H.S. Kaplan Family 

Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation; in 

loving memory of our parents, Samuel & 

Edith Mack and Jack & Adele Shaller, by 

Rossy & Richard Shaller; with loving 

thoughts of our Parents and Grand-

parents, Lillian & Morris Savage, Yetta & 

Julius Yellin from Susan & Dr. Paul 

Yellin, Jason & Mandi Yellin. 
 

Yom Kippur Havdalah candles have 

been endowed by Jim and Judy Berg in 

honor of the B’not mitzvah of Brittani 

and Danielle Berg. 

Gubernatorial Debate in the 

Jewish Community – Oct. 3, 

2010 at Mount Zion Temple 
The debate, moderated by Professor 

Larry Jacobs, Director of the Center for 

the Study of Politics and Governance in 

the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute, is 

sponsored by Jewish Community Action 

and approximately 20 other community 

partners. It promises to move beyond 

sound bites and reveal how the major 

party candidates really plan to improve 

Minnesota’s economy, manage the 

State’s record budget deficit and govern 

Minnesota. To be held on October 3 

from 4:00pm to 6:30pm at the historic 

Mount Zion Temple (1300 Summit  

Avenue) in St. Paul. All are welcome to  

attend and ask questions of the next 

governor of Minnesota. 

High Holyday Appeal 5771 
An important part of balancing our 

2010 budget is to perform the mitzvah 

of tzedakah. Financial and human  

resources are necessary to meet our 

mission of perpetuating Conservative 

Judaism. With your generous High Holy-

day donation many positive things can 

be accomplished for your family, 

friends, and our community.   

Order Lulav & Etrog Sets 
Having your own Lulav and Etrog 

is an important mitzvah to fulfill 

on Sukkot. The sets are ordered 

from New York City. Therefore, we 

need to receive your $50 check 

by Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2010. 

Your check is your Lulav and  

Etrog order. You may pick up your 

order from Ritual Coordinator 

Larry Eisenstadt in Stein Hall 

Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2010,  

after 6pm Minyan.  

High Holyday SchedulesHigh Holyday Schedules  

Are available atAre available at  

The Temple Office and The Temple Office and   

templeofaaron.orgtempleofaaron.org  

Berg Endowment Enhances 

Sukkot Kiddushes 
We gather after the 9:00 am service on 

the first and final day of Sukkot and 

Simhat Torah to enjoy the holiday with 

food and conversation. A special thank 

you to the David A. Berg Family Endow-

ment.  

Ner Tamid Awards September 4, 2010  
 

Keruv Committee Chair Dave Rosner is pleased to announce on behalf of his 

committee and the Board of Directors that five members have earned the prestig-

ious award with years of dedicated service. We will honor Betty Agranoff, Lynne 

Bell, Shirley Grobovsky, Inge Hirschhorn and Matzie Miller. In addition, Rabbi 

Shavit-Lonstein will recognize all of our committee chairs and members, Sister-

hood & Men’s Club, and special project volunteers who made 5770 a successful 

one for Temple of Aaron. Our Selihot program commences at 9:00 pm. We hope 

every volunteer chooses to attend and receive our gratitude. We also hope every 

other member attends to support the efforts of their fellow members in making 

this a wonderful community for 100 years.  
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Cantor’s Column 

It continues to surprise me how people 

make secular new year resolutions year 

after year. People promise to spend more 

time with family, lose weight, eat 

smarter, stop smoking, get regular  

exercise and be a better friend. It is an 

opportunity for each of us to set goals 

with enthusiasm but almost everyone 

fades in effort after a few months.  

 

The main difference between resolutions 

for the secular year and the religious new 

year is one word: “forgiveness.” Judaism 

has given us all a unique opportunity for 

a fresh start. We can stick with resolu-

tions that we make for ourselves but we 

also have an obligation to ask God and 

our friends and family for their forgive-

ness. We all want to be better people.  

We all want to make a difference not only 

in our lives but in the lives of people  

closest to us. We have to also under-

stand that we need to go first to the 

source, and that source is God. If we truly 

ask God to forgive us for our shortcom-

ings and ask God for help with ourselves 

in the coming year, we have taken the 

first step of many to helping ourselves 

become better individuals. I am con-

vinced Judaism has a framework that 

enables us to reach our true potential. 

We can reach those goals that we set for 

ourselves. But first, we need to acknowl-

edge our shortcomings and ask forgive-

ness for those shortcomings. I believe 

that if each and every one of us tries 

hard to talk to God then God will talk to 

us. It is said in the Kabbalah, which is a 

book of Jewish mysticism, that if you take 

one step toward God that God will take 

more steps toward you than there are 

sands of time.  

 

May this coming Jewish New Year inspire 

each and every one of us to be the best 

that we can be. May we have the 

strength and courage to ask for forgive-

ness and take that first step toward God. 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

High Holydays — A Fresh Start  

 

 

SEPTEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

 מזל טוב

 5  Melissa & Michael Ginzburg 

 10  Laura & Steve Leventhal 

 10 David Rosenbloom & Siffra Evans  

 10 Gary Swartz & Kristi Bader  

 15  Valerie & Albert Guralnik 

 20  Becca & Jonathan Kvasnik 

 25 Lisa & Randy Lane 

 25 Jill & Phil Halfond  

 40  Sally & Charles Bans 

 40 Cheryl & Barry Divine 

 45 Janet & Jan Phillips 

 45 Joyce & Gil Burnstein 

 45 Diane & Rick Smookler 

 45 Jaylene & Bernie Karon 

 50  Renee & Walter Kvasnik 

 50 Mary & Stan Calof  

 51  Delores & Stan Karon 

 51 Shirley & Freeman Rosenblum 

 55  Inge & Gerry Hirschhorn 

 57  Marcella and James Kahn 

 60  Elaine & Ed Devitt 

 62  Bettie & Stanley Barenbaum 

 62 Millie & Marv Jacobson 

 62 Kay & Ben Feldman  

 64  Lorraine & Sid Applebaum  

 69  Jeanette & Max Kurnow 

 69 Marge & Sherm Rutzick  

Make a Sukkah Donation  

to the Temple that Stands  

on Its Own 
The Temple of Aaron Men’s Club has 

undertaken a mission to bring a brand 

new Sukkah to the Temple for 5771. It 

is a modular design consisting of 2-feet 

by 4-feet panels that slide into a frame. 

The new Sukkah is easier to construct, 

safer and prettier then the previous one 

lost to heavy rains last fall.  

 

You can help in bringing this new Suk-

kah to the Temple by purchasing a 

panel for $100.  

 

We need 72 donors to complete the 

Sukkah! Contact Committee Chair 

George Bier (george@thebierfamily.com) 

or 651-690-1979 for additional infor-

mation or to purchase a panel. You can 

dedicate a panel or panels to a person 

or an event and we will place the dedi-

cation language in an upcoming Aaron-

ion. If convenient, we will place the do-

nation on your monthly statement.  

 

Information about the design of the Suk-

kah can be found at: 

www.montrealsukkah.com 

Caregivers Support Group 
Temple of Aaron has great compassion 

and understanding for our members in 

varied situations. One very important 

issue has come to mind. Caregivers of 

their loved ones deserve some special 

attention. It is not easy to care for the 

elderly. 
 

We are going to start a support group 

that will meet on a regular basis.  Jewish 

Family Service will be providing staff to 

help facilitate the program. The need is 

out there and we want to help. 
 

You can call Kathy Berg at 651-698-

8874, ext. 107 to arrange for you to 

come to our first meeting. Sharing your 

problems and concerns with everyone 

else’s experiences will give you the 

strength and confidence to deal with 

your own issues. Together we will  

explore options for a better way of living 

and coping. 
 

Beryl Berke, 651-690-2008 

Inver Grove Symphonic Band 

Enthralls Us Oct. 24 at 4 pm  
We will be thoroughly entertained in the 

sanctuary as over 50 dedicated musi-

cians display their artistry. Watch for 

more details as Inver Grove makes their 

third successful visit.  
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Calling All Youth 
 

High Holyday Youth Services 

Information 

Services for all 1st-12th  

graders available. 

Check out our website for  

more information! 
Questions? 

Robby Erlich-Youth Director 

651-698-8874 ext. 115 

Robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 

 מזל טוב

To the 2010-2011  

USY Executive Board  
 

Gilad Segal ...................... President 
Joseph Lane ............ Vice President 
Elliott Stern ..................... Rel/Ed VP 
Rachel Lerman  .............. SA/TO VP 
Jeanne Bloomberg ..... Mem/Kad VP 
Samantha Saltzman ........ Secretary 
Morgan Werthauser.... TUSY Times 
Jamie Oskey ........... Freshman Rep 
Bayley Taple  ........... Past President 
 

Questions?  
USY President-Gilad Segal 

651-724-2004 
giladsegal@yahoo.com 

Temple of Aaron Hires New Youth Director 
 

Robby (Robert) Erlich joined Temple  

of Aaron as Youth Director effective  

August 2. He is actively working with 

Josh Fineblum, Director of Education, 

on youth service programming such as 

high holyday services and activities for 

youth, hiring two Advisors, training the 

new USY board members, and plan-

ning exciting programs for all youth 

groups at our Temple for this upcom-

ing school year.  

 

Robby is looking forward to working 

with our youth, parents, volunteers 

and staff. Many USYers who had the 

opportunity to informally meet him this 

summer were impressed by his enthusiasm, down-to-earth personality and 

leadership style. He has demonstrated the ability to relate to all of the kids and 

parents individually and as a group with a natural, passionate feeling about  

Judaism.  

 

Robby has been active in Jewish life since he was four years old and growing up 

in St. Louis Park. While attending the University of Minnesota, he worked for 

Temple Israel as a B’nai Mitzvah teacher, the City of Spring Lake Park as a  

Recreation Programs Coordinator in-tern, and the Minnesota Twins as an Event 

Operations Supervisor. Directly after college, he worked for the Minneapolis 

Jewish Federation as a Campaign Associate and at Bnai Emet Synagogue as 

the Education Coordinator. He is currently attending Adler Graduate School  

pursuing a Master’s degree in School Counseling. 

 

Robby and his sweetheart Andrea were married in August 2009. They live in 

Minnetonka with their dog “Wrinkles.” Robby is excited to develop lasting  

relationships with the Temple of Aaron community, and to be working closely 

with the Director of Education, the Youth and Education Services Committee 

(YES), our clergy, temple staff, parents, and youth at the Temple of Aaron.  

Youth Calendar of Events 
SEPTEMBER 

1 Sundaes in September: 

    Family Kickoff 
22 Supper in the Sukkah: 

             USY/Kadima 
26  Autumn Awesomeness: 
             Chaverim & B’resheet 
30   Family Simchat Torah  
             Celebration 

 

OCTOBER 
2 USY Krazy Kickoff! 
10 Kadima in “grand” style 
11 USY spook-tacular! 
17 B’resheet goes “vertical” 
 

Questions? Robby Erlich-Youth Director 
651-698-8874 ext 115 

Kever Avot 
It is traditional to visit the graves of  

family members during the High Holyday 

season. These visits offer moments of 

reflection and prayer, and honor  

memories of those who have died.  

We will gather for this special service  

at 11 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 12, 2010, 

at Temple of Aaron Cemetery. 

We Have Upgraded Our 

Kaplan Bride’s Room 
After many years of high utiliza-

tion, a small task force gathered 

to review options, hired an  

expert interior designer, competi-

tively bid all of the options and 

completed 95% of the cosmetic 

upgrade in July 2010. We look 

forward to the smiles generated 

by the families celebrating  

August weddings and in the  

future. Please consider support-

ing this project by making dona-

tions ($18 to $1,800) to the 

Bride’s Room Fund. If convenient 

we will place the pledge on your 

monthly statement or on your 

VISA card. 

Sukkot Salad Bar 

— September 24  — 
 

Lea and Herbert Schaffer, of blessed 

memory, created an endowment to 

sponsor the annual Salad Bar following 

services on the Second Day of Sukkot, 

which is Friday, September 24, 2010. 

They were generous and gracious in 

making our holyday experience  more 

festive. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kick off the new year with a 

morning of fun! 

 

Schmooze with friends new and old! 
 

$5 per adult 13 or older 

$4 senior and children 12 and under 

Children 3 and under eat FREE 

 

Questions? 

Susie Haim 

Administrative Assistant 

Susiehaim@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874 ext. 104 

 

School Opening Ceremony in the  

Sanctuary following breakfast! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
  

SCHOOL STARTING DATES: 
Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas  

Religious School  

Rossy and Richard Shaller  

Hebrew School 
 

Wednesday, September 22nd 

2nd-6th Grades 

4:00PM to 6:30pm 
No Honors 

Supper in the Sukkah   

7th-12th graders 

Saturday, September 25th 

5th & 6th Grades 
Parent & Student Introduction to Teachers,  

Director, and Student Led Service 

Shabbat Educational Program 9:00AM to 

11:30 am 

Sunday, September 26th 

Toddler-4th & 7th-10 Grades  

9:00am to 12:00pm 
 Annual Pancake Breakfast  

Followed by  

Parent & Student Opening  

Ceremony & Classes   
 

Questions? Susie Haim 

Administrative assistant 
Susiehaim@templeofaaron.org 

Welcome back to another exciting year 
for the Temple of Aaron Education and 
Youth Departments. Robby Erlich, our 
new Youth Director and I are eager to 
get things started and meet all of you.  
We are happy to be a part of the Tem-
ple of Aaron Community and are look-
ing forward to working with all of you 
this coming year. Thank you to all the 
members of the hiring committee and 
other synagogue membership who 
were active in that process. 
Thank you to Wendy Oskey for making 
this transition process as smooth as 
 

 מזל טוב
Congratulations to all of our youth 

who participated in a Jewish camping 
experience, Israel trips, and social 

action projects this summer! 
 

Bring that energy back to Temple of 
Aaron and share it with all of us! 

If you have a story about your Jewish 
summer you wish to share  

please email it to  
joushuafineblum@templeofaaron.org  

Temple of Aaron Youth Groups: 
We have youth groups for children from 

3rd-12th grades at Temple of Aaron.   
Be a part of the fun!  All Youth Invited! 

 

Cheverim (3rd-4th grades) 
Meet every other month for social programming 

both inside and outside Temple of Aaron. 
 

B’resheet (5th-6th grades) 
Meet once a month and do a variety of  

programming both inside and  
outside Temple of Aaron. 

 

Kadima (7th-8th grades) 
Meet at least once a month and do a variety of 

programming inside and outside Temple of Aaron.  
Group members will also have the  

opportunity to meet teens from other synagogues 
in the region. 

 

USY (9th-12th grades) 
Our 9th-12th graders meet regularly and do a 

variety of types of programming on many levels 
both inside and outside Temple of Aaron. These 
teens not only have the opportunity to participate 

on the regional level but international level as well.  
 

To enroll in our Youth Groups please  
contact Youth Director Robby Erlich 

possible. She has been an integral 
part of making sure that the school is 
ready to begin this fall. 
School starts late because of multiple 
holidays. Please take full advantage 
of our High Holyday youth program-
ming including: services for children 
from 1st-6th grade, Teen services for 
7th-12th graders, art projects, and 
more. Robby Erlich and our staff are 
actively planning great programming 
for all ages.  

Looking forward to meeting all of 
you at our September 1st,  

Sundaes in September Family  
Ice Cream Social! 

 

Shana Tova! 
Joshua Fineblum,  
Director of Education 

Pancake 

Breakfast 

Sunday, September 26, 2010 

9:00AM-10:00AM 

Stein Hall 

Co-sponsored by 

2010 Confirmation Class 

&  

Men’s Club Cooking Crew 
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A Great Start! 



Sandy Aaron  

Elaine and Mark Adelman & Family 

Julienne Applebaum  

Harold Arenson  

Tracy and Sam Arnold  

Brianna and Ben Axelrod and Family  

 

Deborah and Bernard Bachrach 

Kristi Bader and Gary Swartz  

Christy, David, Hannah  

    and Natalie Baldinger 

Wendy, Steve, Erin, Doug  

    and Jeffrey Baldinger  

Lori and Matt Bellin  

Janie and David A. Berg and Family  

Lisa and Alan Bernick and Family  

Marcia and Herbert Bernick  

Helene and Jim Biglow  

Marilyn, Stuart, Brandon  

    and Rachel Bloom  

Lois and Paul Bloomberg  

Geri and Milt Blumenfeld  

Ken, Samantha and Justin Boschwitz  

Phyllis and Sandy Brody and Family  

 

Beverly Calmenson and Family  

Esther and Martin Capp  

Hazel Chase  

 

Sarah and Joseph Daniels  

 

Rebecca Edelstein and Family  

Linda and Larry Eisenstadt  

Karen Engelbretson and  

    Steve Nusbaum and Rachel  

Evelyn Esrig  

 

Delores Fink  

Susan and John Flynn  

Gail and Gerry Frisch  

Kristin, David, Sam and Max Gantman  

Esther and Isaac Ganz  

Alexandria Ganzel and Family  

Teddy Gerr and Family  

Barbara and Neil Gitlin  

Reenie and Hugh Gitlin  

Laurie and Bruce Goldfarb and Family  

Janet Gordon  

Sis and Ron Goren and Family  

Rose Grossman  

 

 

 

Barbara Hill  

Hodroff-Epstein Memorial Chapels  

 

Francine and Sidney Jerson  

 

Marcella and Jim Kahn  

Sandy and Brian Kamin  

Gretchen and Errol Kantor  

Mickey Kaplan and Family  

Barbara Kaster  

Morrie and Marty Katz  

Esther N. Kaufman  

Bev Kieffer and Family  

Linda and Cantor Mitchell Kowitz  

    and Family  

Susan and Barry Kushner and Family  

Renee and Walter Kvasnik  

 

Harriet and Miles Lane  

Nancy and Steve Lane and Family  

Anna and Brian Latzer  

Debra, Howard and Alicia Lazarus  

Janice Lazarus  

Sharon Lazarus  

Mindy and Brook Leventhal and Family  

Harriet and Marvin Levine and Family  

Sylvia Liefschultz  

Betty Sue and David Lipschultz  

    and Family  

Shari, Marc and Rachel Lowenthal  

Patti and Stephen Lyons and Family  

 

Ellen Mack  

Florie, Bob, Scott, Dan and Brad Marvy  

Millie Mastbaum  

Zelda Melemed  

Rose & Bill Meltzer  

Ann Miller  

Marilyn Miller and Family  

Nancy and Harvey Miller  

 

Bonnie and Harvey Novick and Family  

 

Sally Orren  

 

Esther Patterson  

Harvey, Michelle and Danielle Perle  

Nancy Perle and Family  

Lisa, Chuck, Tracy and Jeffrey Perlman  

Barbara and Andrew Pogoler  

Roxanne and Gary Portnoy  

 

Mildred Rein and Family  

Sue & Dave Rosner  

Bea Rothweiler, Neil Derechin,  

    Helen and Leora  

 

Polly & Michael Saxon  

Margie, Bart and Ellie Schneider  

Paula, David, Adam and Sam Schraber  

Rhonda Schwartz & Jake  

    and Josh Meltzer  

Sharon Schwartz and David Polansky  

Sue and Jerry Schwartz & Jenni  

    and Casey  

Rosalyn and Yoav Segal  

Delia Sevak and Family  

Michelle and Steven Shaller  

Rossy and Richard Shaller  

Rebecca and Rabbi Alan  

    Shavit-Lonstein and Family  

Josephine and Hy Simes  

Dede, David, Jaclyn and Ben Smith  

Helen and Ed (Itzy) Smith and Family  

Marilyn and Richard Smith  

Margie and Larry Solomon and Family  

Ann and Harold (Hersh) Specktor  

Daniel R. Spector  

Elaine and Stuart Steinman  

Beryl J. Strickon  

Helen and Donald Swartz and Family  

 

Laura and Norman Taple  

Loren, Bayley, Miri and Levi Taple  

Marcia Taple  

Ryvelle and William Tilsner  

Bonnie and Al Tyszelman  

 

Helene and Hillard Ward and Family  

Ruth and Mort Weisberg  

Gloria and Marvin Wolf  

Sandy Joe, Emily, Jane  

    and David Wolkowicz  

 

Mariam Zamansky and Family  

Chaya and Terry Zien and Family  

L’ Shanah Tovah Tiakatavu  
2010 Temple of Aaron Sisterhood 5771  

Wishing you and those you love a sweet year, filled with health, happiness and peace.  
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Membership Committee Spotlight on . . . 

This month’s spotlight goes to Wendy 

Kane.  

 

Wendy has been a part of the Temple of 

Aaron for many years. Her gifted voice 

has been heard since day one during the 

High Holyday service when she is chant-

ing the Torah. All of her siblings were 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah'ed at the Temple of 

Aaron and when asked she has and will 

help with tutoring.  

 

She grew up at the Temple of Aaron 

starting with Sunday School through 

Confirmation. “Being part of the  

community was ingrained in me.” 

 

Her father Michael Kane of blessed 

memory would drive the family to  

Sunday School and stay for Minyan. 

Eventually he was in charge of the Tallis 

and Tefillin breakfasts. Wendy’s mom 

Peggy sang in the choir along with her 

sister, Vicki, for many years. It’s no  

wonder she is so active.  

 

In 1972, she was awarded the Golden 

Kepah.  

 

After her Bat Mitzvah, she began tutor-

ing other B’nai Mitzvah students until 

she graduated high school. In 1991, she 

started teaching High Holyday Torah 

readings (and continues to do so) and 

was teaching Shaharit on Saturdays for 

close to 13 years.  

 

Wendy has been teaching for so long 

that when she became a teacher in the 

Saturday program she had a student 

whose father and aunt were also  

students years prior.  

 

She taught the adult learning program 

and tutored her mom when she read the 

Haftorah one year for Rosh Hashanah.  

 

Wendy has also been active in USY and 

was a past president of T.U.S.Y. Her  

Israel experience was with USY during 

the summer of 1974 on an USY Israel 

Pilgrimage. In addition, she spent many 

summers at Herzl Camp and worked one 

year as one of the camp employees.  

 

“I’ve been on the board of what was the 

Land of Lakes Region of B’nai Brith 

Women, now known as Jewish Women 

International” and is still on the JWI 

Bowling league on Monday nights.  

 

“I wish I had more time to be more  

involved in Sisterhood. I would love to 

help bake hamentaschen if I had time. 

In the meantime, I’m looking forward to 

leading the Torah readings for the High 

Holydays.”  

 

We also look forward to hearing Wendy 

during the Holydays and other events.  

 

— Jim Leventhal,  

    Membership Committee  

Wendy Kane 

Centennial Time Capsule  
October 10, 2010 at 10:10 am  

Be Part Of Our History and Our Future  
 

Temple of Aaron is celebrating its first 100 years and we want you to join us, in the 

sanctuary, for an emotional, meaningful, fun, and energetic program as we prepare to 

seal our new time capsule. We will make High Holyday pulpit announcements describ-

ing the special event.  We will recognize long-time families and members, distin-

guished Past-Presidents, Sisterhood and Men’s Club leadership, Adult Choir, previous 

Youth Choirs, Religious/Hebrew School students, community dignitaries and more.  

 

We encourage every member and family to bring one clearly labeled Temple event 

picture for permanent placement in our new time capsule. We plan to digitize pictures 

and display them on our successful website. Every person attending the October 10 

event will sign in so we have a permanent record for history.  

 

Join Master of Ceremonies Gerald E. Frisch as we celebrate a fast paced program for 

55 minutes, reviewing history and embracing our future. We want to recognize every-

one who celebrated a wedding, bar/bat mitzvah or confirmation, earned a golden 

kepah or yad hazakah, and served as a teacher, tutor or teaching assistant.  

 

Co-Chairs Eve & Steve Kafitz are supported by an industrious committee including Liz 

and Richard Strimling, Barb Kaster, Loren Taple, Florie & Bob Marvy, Walt Kvasnik, 

Gerry Frisch and Marilyn Smith. Look for more details on how you can be engaged in 

the excitement on October 10, 2010 at 10:10 am. Our Centennial Time Capsule 

Event will be memorable so mark your calendars for a once in a lifetime event.  

 

Save Time With Our Phone  

System: 651-698-8874 
 

Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:    

   

  Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein 111 

  Hazzan Kowitz     113 

  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv  116 

  Kathy Berg, Ritual Clergy Asst  107 

  Kim Thomey, Admin. Asst 100 

  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr 110 

  Ken Agranoff, Exec Director 106 

  Svetlana Kazistova, Kitchen Sup 121 

  Susie Haim, Sch/Yth Admin Asst 104 

  Joshua Fineblum, Dir of Educ 103 

  Robby Erlich, Youth Dir 115 

  Wendy Oskey, Transition Coord 112 



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      תודה רבה 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
July 2010   Tammuz-Av 5770 

Adler, Shelley Straus  

Akkerman, Sophia  

Bernstein, Steven  

Bloom, Evelyn  

Braginsky, Isya  

Braufman, Madalyn  

Bream, Rose  

Diamond, Harvey  

Dudovitz, Sophie  

Edelstein, Rebecca  

Edelstein, Sandy  

Fayngersh, Felix & Inna  

Flynn, Susan & John  

Folger, Jean Bergal  

Fridman, Vladimir & Alla  

Ganz, Isaac  

Geller, Rosie & Loren  

Getsug, Ray & Elissa  

Ginzburg, Riva  

Gleeman, Harriet  

Glickman, Jane  

Gochberg, Peter & Vera  

Godes, Barb & Steve  

Goldberg, Sharleen  

Goldberg, Shirley  

Goldetsky, Celia  

Goldman, Arnold  

Graham, Eshter  

Grinberg, Roman  

Grobovsky, Shirley  

Grobvsky, Nancy & Richard  

Grossman, Rose  

Kamin, Evelyn  

Kanivetsky, Rozita  

Kopilenko,  

    Alexander & Bella  

Krause, Eva  

Krug, Michel  

Lane, Miles  

Lane, Nancy & Steve  

Leibman, Jack  

Levin, Jeanne & Albert  

Levitt, Arthur & Bea  

Lewis, Scott  

Leyderman, Mikhail, Anna 

    & Family  

Lifson, Helen & Ron  

Marvy, Bob, Florie & Family  

Meltzer, Rose  

Noun, Norman & Joan  

Passon-McNally, Linda  

Perelman, Celia & Dimitry  

Pieser, Ben & Vicki  

Rafowitz, Sam  

Raskin, Alexander  

Ripps, Sherri & Lenny  

Rosen, Bernice  

Rosen, Revelle  

Rosner, David & Sue  

Rutzick, Yale  

Savage, Edith  

Schraber, David, Paula  

    & sons  

Silverman, Toby  

Sloane, Sylvia  

Smirnov, Nadine  

Smith, Richard  

Stillman, Tom & Sue  

Suponitsky, Yekaterina  

Tilsen, Robert  

Tisnovskaya, Izabella  

Udodovsky, Mira  

Usem, Arnold & Harriet  

Walders, Jill & Jim  

Ward, Helene  

Weinberg, Idele  

Weitzman, Bernard  

Wolkoff, Patricia  

Zamansky, Nellie  
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Maddie Winnick  
Lev Abramovich 
Kenneth Shaller 

Efim Slutsky 
 

 

Save Pressure, Plan Ahead 
Select your cemetery graves by  

scheduling a 15-minute meeting with 

Executive Director Ken Agranoff,  

651-698-8874 x106, to review  

options, locations and financial  

information. 

 תודה רבה 

. . .  to Burt Katz, Delia Sevak and 

Betty Agranoff for labeling over 1,100 

Aaronions we mail to members all 

over the country. 

. . . to High Holyday Mailing Chair  

Linda Eisenstadt and her crew: Betty  

Agranoff, Reenie Gitlin, Renee Kvas-

nik and Tracey Agranoff. They la-

beled, arranged, collated, inserted, 

and  

verified over 1,000 member packets 

to help people receive the needed  

information for our Holyday period.  

. . . to Centennial Golf volunteers.  

Join The High Holyday  

Young Family Celebrations 
Complete your High Holyday experience 

by participating in an energetic, interac-

tive service designed for families with 

children aged one month to eight years 

old. The young family service, which will 

run from 12:30 to 1:00 on the first day 

of Rosh Hashanah, Thursday, Septem-

ber 9, will provide an excellent opportu-

nity for children to lead and participate 

in a Rosh Hashanah celebration full of 

song and prayer. The children will also 

be invited to help conclude the service 

with the sounding of the shofar. Fami-

lies are encouraged to bring their own 

shofarot, and toy shofarot will be avail-

able for all children. Following this for-

mat, there will also be a Young Family 

service on Yom Kippur in the main sanc-

tuary from 11:00 to 11:30. Children will 

participate in leading special Yom Kip-

pur songs and prayers and have a 

chance to carry a plush Torah in our 

Yom Kippur Torah procession. 

Special Selihot Service for 

The New Year 5771 
Selihot is the first opportunity tradition 

gives us to get into the spirit of the new 

year. We hear the sounds of Rosh  

Hashanah, contemplate what we need 

to do to make our lives better in the 

New Year, and experience the spiritual 

wonders of forgiveness. On Sept. 4, 

2010 we will share in a modest recep-

tion sponsored by the Sisterhood at  

8:30 p.m. followed by a program and 

Selihot services at 9:00 p.m. As part of 

our service, we will change over our  

Torah scrolls from their usual colorful 

mantles to the white mantles that are 

special for the Holyday season, install 

our new synagogue officers, and honor 

many synagogue volunteers. 
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Sisterhood News 
Giftshop — Upcoming brides/grooms, b’nai mitzvot — register now at the Temple of 

Aaron Giftshop and receive a $10 gift certificate for our giftshop as a thank you! 

Come and see our brand new look as we renovate and check out our new items from 

Israel, including shofars, jewelry, mezuzot and more. Can’t make it during regular 

hours? Arrangements can be made by calling Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030 or call 

the Giftshop at 651-699-9192.  

*       *       *       * 

Book Club — The Sisterhood Book Club will resume its reading schedule as follows: 

Sept. 19 — This is Where I Leave You by Jonathan Tropper; Oct. 17 — Kaaterskill Falls 

by Allegra Goodman. The club meets at The Highland Café and Bakery in Highland 

Park at 10 a.m. Questions, call Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658) or Anna Specktor (651-

454-4612).  

*       *       *       * 

Annual Sisterhood Dues — If you haven’t already taken care of this, please do so 

ASAP. Membership is required prior to participating in any of our wonderful programs. 

Don’t miss out on the fun — get your payment in the mail to Linda Eisenstadt, 1077 

Sibley Memorial Hwy. #400, Lilydale, MN 55118. Not a member yet? We are always 

looking for new members. Call Linda for more info at 651-454-6042.  

*       *       *       * 

Knitting Club — This group meets the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Temple Library. All levels are encouraged to come to chat and learn. Bring your own 

needles and yarn. Feel free to come and crochet if that is your preference. Questions, 

call Roxanne Portnoy at 651-690-2232.  

*       *       *       * 

Paid-Up Membership Dinner & Program — Thursday, Oct. 7, 6:30 p.m., at Temple of 

Aaron. Our opening program of the new year will include dancing by the United States 

Amateur Ballroom Dancers. It is a non-profit organization formed to preserve and pro-

mote ballroom dancing, both as an art and a healthful sport. The Minnesota chapter, 

USA Dance MN, was formed in 1991 and membership is open to dancers of all levels. 

To reserve your spot, send your $18 check, payable to Temple of Aaron Sisterhood, to 

Marcia Taple, 1833 Eagle Ridge Dr. #4, Mendota Heights, MN 55118. To request a 

vegetarian meal, call Marcia. Watch for your invitation.  

*       *       *       * 

Regional Conference of Women's League for Conservative Judaism — May 15-17, 

2011 — sponsored by Temple of Aaron. Marcia Taple (651-688-3030) and Barb Gitlin 

(651-454-7908) are the local conference chairs. Feel free to contact them with any 

program ideas. Interested in volunteering for this event? Call our chairs. We will be 

sponsoring a hospitality suite at the airport Hilton and will need some help. Watch for 

more info to come.  

*       *       *       * 

Building Fund Cards are always available for all occasions. Using these multi-purpose 

cards directly benefits our beautiful building and they are only a phone call away.  

NO shopping, no driving to the post office, no hassle. Questions, call Janet Gordon at 

651-698-8809 or Sis Goren at 651-686-04. Treasurer is Betty Agranoff at 651-698-

8275. 

 

MINNESOTA  

FOOD SHARE 
 

Imagine if  

EVERY  

Minnesotan  

shared with their  

local shelf. 

— 

Mail checks or  

drop off food 

EVERY MONTH. 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

Sale  

Sept. 1 - Sept. 3! 

Regular Merchandise  
Discounted* 
BOOKS 10% 

All Other Merchandise:  
                   Discount 
 

 

Sale Merchandise  
Take an Additional 20% 

*Exceptions: Tefillan &  

Mezzuzah Scrolls 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9-Noon/Tuesday 10-2 

Wednesday 10-1  

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple, 651-688-3030 

20% 

Book Club is Tuesday Sept. 21 
We are reading Drawing in the Dust by 

Zoe Klein. Join us at 6:30 pm in Smith 

Library.  
 

Contact deb.bachrach@yahoo.com or 

651-690-4130.  

Shabbat Babysitting Each 

Week In Jacob Locke  

Preschool Center  
Enjoy the Friday and Saturday services 

while your child 8 and under has expert 

supervision.  
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In celebration of  

Jewish Family Service (JFS) of St. Paul’s 

100th year! 
 

Please bring new gift items to the B’YACHAD Bins located in participating 

community organizations. These generous donations will be used to help 

reach our goal of creating 100 baskets for families in need for the holiday 

season in our community. 
 
 

Donations: All items must be new.  No used item donations. 
 

1. Items for babies and children (bottles, diapers, baby supplies, non violent toys, etc.) 

2. Items for teenagers (sports items, non violent games, cosmetics/toiletries etc.) 
3. Items for adults/seniors (personal hygiene, cooking utensils, etc.) 

 

*The only clothes items that will be collected will be winter hats, mittens, scarves, jackets, socks. 

Collection Period: 
   

September 1, 2010 - October 31, 2010 
 
Baskets will be distributed to families in need served by Jewish 

Family Service of St. Paul and Oneg Shabbos V ‘Yom Tov 

 
Participating Community Organizations:  
   

Adath Israel Congregation, Beth Jacob Congregation, B.O.N.D., the 
JCC, Jewish Family Service, Mount Zion Temple, Oneg Shabbos V’Yom 

Tov, Shaller Family Sholom East, Talmud Torah, Temple of Aaron, and 

UJFC 
 
 

Sponsored by:   
B.O.N.D. Jewish Family Service of St. Paul  Oneg Shabbos V’Yom Tov 
 
 

 

 
Your children learn from what you do, and if they understand that taking 
care of others who are less fortunate is something that you value, they will 
learn to value that too. 

Monetary contributions to B’YACHAD can be sent to: 
   

Jewish Family Service  
1633 W. 7th St.   

St. Paul, MN  55102 
Attn: Ruth Olkon 

Men’s Club Menschens 
 

L’shana Tovah from the Men’s Club. We 

are getting ready for a great 5771.  

 

Events 

On September 19, we will be putting up 

our new Sukkah in a different location, 

the Effress Garden. Once again, the 

Men’s Club will be flipping pancakes  

at the Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, 

September 26. Meet at the kitchen  

at 7:00 am. Also, look for the announce-

ment of our annual Campfire &  

Sing-a-long. 

 

Purchase a Sukkah Panel 

Make a lasting physical contribution to 

the Temple, with the purchase of a 

panel for the new Temple Sukkah. After 

last year’s tragic implosion, Men’s Club 

is taking on the challenge of raising 

funds for a new Sukkah in a new loca-

tion. The new Sukkah is a modern 

modular design consisting of 72 panels, 

each panel is looking for a $100 spon-

sor. George Bier is the fund raising 

chairmen and can be contacted at  

651-690-1979 or via email: 

george@thebierfamily.com  

 

Membership Drive 

You should have received an annual 

Men’s Club dues notice with the Sep-

tember billing (there were some printing 

issues). I urge all males 18 and over to 

join us in the Men’s Club. We are only 

as strong as our membership. 

 

Sponsor a Breakfast 

Opportunities for sponsorship of Sunday 

morning minyan breakfast are available, 

for information, call Morrie Katz at  

651-698-1479. 

 

If anyone has questions about any of 

our activities, feel free to call me at  

651-470-1694 or email me at:  

hughsterg@aol.com 

Operation Isaiah Needs Help 
The High Holyday Food Drive reminds us 

we can keep families strong by supply-

ing food. Bring canned or boxed food 

each day during the High Holydays or 

write a check. Matzie Miller and Joanie 

Davidson are chairpeople, Lorraine 

Hertz is Treasurer. Seymour Rosen, of 

blessed memory, donated the food  

collection barrels. 



High Holyday Thoughts 
Rosh HaShanah is the first day of Tishre, 

the seventh month of the Jewish calendar 

year. The moon is but a thin sliver in the 

shape of the Hebrew letter resh. This is 

the beginning of the Ten Days of Repen-

tance, the Yamim Nora’im — the awe-

some days — when, according to tradition, 

all of humankind awaits the divine  

decree. 
 

Rosh HaShanah is considered to be the 

birthday of the world, the day on which 

Sarah first learned that she would have a 

child, the day on which Isaac was born, 

and the day on which Hannah learned 

that she would have a son. 
 

In Rabbinic literature, the holiday is  

referred to by four names: Yom Teru-ah — 

day of sounding the horn; Yom HaDin — 

day of judgment; Yom HaZikaron — day of 

remembrance, and Rosh HaShanah. 
 

Central Themes 

 The mood of this holiday is serious  

and solemn, but not morbid. 

 It is a time for genuine soul-searching 

and moral self-examination. 

 It is a time to pray for life and peace, 

not only for loved ones, but for all  

people everywhere. 

 It is a time to reflect upon our own ac-

tions during the past year and to make 

amends (teshuvah) for our failures. 

 For sins against God, prayer, generos-

ity, and repentance bring forgiveness; 

for sins against others, we must obtain 

forgiveness from them. 

 Some holidays and festivals link us to 

historical events (i.e., Passover, the  

Exodus; Shavuot, Torah on Mount Sinai; 

Chanukah, victory of the Maccabees, 

etc.). Rosh HaShanah, on the other hand, 

celebrates the birth of the world, embody-

ing the unique idea that we are partners 

with God in an ongoing creation process 

and are committed to the task of Tikkun 

Olam (repairing the world). 
 

The Shofar 

The sounds of the shofar help to intensify 

the spirit of reverence and solemnity 

which characterizes the Rosh HaShanah 

worship service. 
 

Customs 

 We greet one another with the words 

“Shanah Tovah Tikatayvu” — “May you 

be inscribed for a good year.” 

 A piece of apple is dipped in honey on 

the eve of Rosh HaShanah, reflective of 

the hope for a sweet New Year. The 

person performing this act says: “May it 

be God’s will to grant us a good and 

sweet year.” 

 On the afternoon of Rosh HaShanah, it 

is a custom to walk to a place of flowing 

water, a river, lake, ocean, even a well, 

to perform the ceremony of Tashlich. 

Bird seed or bread crumbs are cast into 

the water as words of teshuvah and 

hymns are recited. 

 Greeting cards for the New Year are 

often sent to one another, although this 

is a very recent custom. 
 

Yom Kippur 

Yom Kippur is the tenth day of Tishre, the 

seventh month of the Jewish calendar 

year. This is the most solemn day of the 

year. It is said that those not inscribed in 

the Book of Life on Rosh HaShanah are 

given the Ten Days of Repentance in 

which to pray for forgiveness and to per-

form good deeds so as to be “sealed” in 

the Book of Life on Yom Kippur. 
 

Yom Kippur is considered to be the Sab-

bath of Sabbaths. It is the one day in the 

Jewish year which is equal in importance 

to the Sabbath. 
 

Because fasting for two days would be a 

severe hardship, this is the only major 

holiday which in the Diaspora has no sec-

ond day observance. 
 

There are several references to this day in 

the Torah — all of them in Leviticus 16, 

and especially 16:29-31; Numbers 29:7-

11; Leviticus 25:9-10; and Leviticus 

23:27-32. The latter is the longest and 

the most detailed of the citations: “. . . 

The tenth day of this seventh month is a 

day of atonement . . . a sacred occasion 

for you. You shall practice self-denial, and 

you shall bring an offering by fire to the 

Lord; you shall do no work throughout the 

day . . . For this is a day of atonement, to 

cleanse you from all your sins, so that you 

shall be clean before God . . . Do no work 

whatsoever, it is . . . a Sabbath of com-

plete rest for you . . . on the ninth day of 

the month at evening, from evening to 

evening, you shall observe your Sabbath.” 
 

From the Talmud we learn that on this 

day Moses descended (for the second 

time) with the Ten Commandments along 

with God’s pardon for the sin of the 

golden calf (Baba Batra 121a). On this 

the holiest day of the year (Yom Kippur), 

the holiest person in Israel (the High 

Priest), entered the holiest place in the 

world (the Holy of Holies in the Temple), 

to recite the holiest world (the tetragram-

maton — the four letter Name of God). 

There he made atonement for himself, for 

his family, and then for all of his people 

Israel. 

 
 

Central Themes 

 “Great repentance, for on account of an 

individual who repents, the sins of all 

the world are forgiven” (Yoma 86b). 

 “Repent one day before your death.” 

But how does one know the day of 

death? Therefore, let one repent every 

day” (Pirke Avot 2:15). 

 No person is so wicked and so de-

praved as to be incapable of repenting 

and becoming a decent human being. 

There is always the possibility of chang-

ing one’s ways. As we are taught, the 

gates of repentance are always open. 

 Maimonides taught that even the worst 

person who repents — even in old age — 

will be forgiven (Yad, Teshuvah 2:1). 

 No matter how good or pious a person 

may be, there is still need for improving 

one’s character. Every person must strive 

continually for self-improvement. Yet, the 

affirmation that we can improve is the 

ultimate expression of optimism. 
 

Why Fast? 

 Fasting is seen as a means for setting 

aside one’s physical desires and stress-

ing one’s spiritual needs in their place. 

The day is devoted to prayer, repen-

tance, and self-examination. 

 Fasting shows repentance for the wrongs 

people have committed and for the good 

they have failed to do. In biblical times, 

sacrifices to God were offered to expiate 

sins. Today, we offer a sacrifice of the 

heart. By fasting, we demonstrate that 

repentance consists of more than utter-

ing right-sounding words. 
 

Customs and Home Observances 

The meal prior to the onset of Yom Kippur 

is a festive one. As on Rosh HaShanah, a 

round challah is served. Pieces are 

dipped in honey and the following is said: 

“May God give you a good and sweet 

year.” There is no Kiddush said on Yom 

Kippur. Just prior to lighting the holiday 

candles before the onset of the Yom Kip-

pur, Yizkor (Memorial) candles are lit in 

memory of the deceased. 
 

Some follow the custom of not wearing 

leather shoes on Yom Kippur because: (1) 

since a worshiper prays for forgiveness from 

sin, he/she should not be wearing anything 

from a slain animal, or (2) because Moses 

was commanded to remove his shoes at 

the Burning Bush, so, too, should we re-

move our shoes (or wear canvas shoes) 

while praying on Yom Kippur. 
 

A break-the-fast ensues — usually a light 

meal of dairy products. Sephardim often 

start a meal with several bites of bread 

dipped in olive oil. 
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Social Justice - A Volunteer Committee 

Successful Lunch & Learn series this 

summer will lead to more this fall. 

Thanks to the members of the Tem-

ple of Aaron social justice committee 

for their work in organizing three 

lunch and learn programs in May 

(Immigration), June (Affordable 

Housing) and July (Health Care  

Reform). 
  

We also want to thank Danielle Baas 

Molliver, from St. John Neumann 

Catholic Church, for her help in coor-

dinating the programs. And a big 

thank you to all of the speakers who 

attended from many different organi-

zations, including Jewish Community 

Action, Hmong American Partner-

ship, Plymouth Church Neighbor-

hood Foundation, Minnesota Univer-

sal Health Care Coalition, People’s 

Center Health Services, and mem-

bers of our own congregation, includ-

ing Sue Rosner, Gedaly Meerovich, 

Bill Lerman and Vic Rosenthal. 
 

A new lunch and learn series will be 

starting this fall with the first pro-

gram to focus on the foreclosure 

crisis gripping our country. 

Jewish Community Action’s (JCA) foreclo-

sure prevention and fair lending cam-

paign gives Jews in the Twin Cities a 

chance to take urgent action to help peo-

ple save their homes. It also gives us the 

chance to raise a united, powerful voice 

from multiple communities for fair lend-

ing and accountability from lenders and 

lawmakers. 
 

JCA volunteers have spent hundreds of 

hours knocking on doors with resident 

leaders from north Minneapolis, meeting 

and referring residents at risk of foreclo-

sure and eviction to free counseling. 

These counselors, working at organiza-

tions like Habitat for Humanity, Neighbor-

hood Development Alliance and Hmong 

American Partnership, then negotiate 

with the lenders to modify the mortgages 

of the homeowners to avoid foreclosure. 
 

By doing this urgent outreach work to-

gether, JCA members have built trust, 

and strong relationships with resident 

leaders from religious, community, ethnic 

and neighborhood organizations in the 

Twin Cities. These relationships will help 

us engage in the critical next steps of the 

campaign: lobbying local and federal 

elected officials for stronger fair lending 

and financial reforms, and negotiating 

fair lending and community reinvestment 

agreements with banks. 
 

At the core of this campaign is our com-

mitment, as Jews seeking genuine justice 

and tikkun olam, to infuse our relation-

ships with our African American allies, 

and with our fellow Jews at our congrega-

tions, with a kavanah (an intention or 

direction of the heart) of truth, reconcilia-

tion and mutual renewal. This means we 

are committed to learning about the his-

tory of financial discrimination, how it 

continues to this day, and how it injures 

all of us, all of our communities, our 

whole financial system, our metropolitan 

regional economy, and our shared future. 

We are furthermore committed to edu-

cate our fellow Jews about these reali-

ties; and we are committed to act power-

fully together to make this mutual re-

newal of our communities a reality. 
 

To learn more or to participate in a fore-

closure prevention doorknock in St Paul 

or in Minneapolis this Fall, please con-

tact Vic Rosenthal at 

vic@jewishcommunityaction.org.  

Jewish Community Action (JCA):  

The Ongoing Foreclosure Crisis and Recession and Our Response 

 

 
Temple of Aaron again participates in  

Habitat for Humanity new build! 
 

Interfaith Builders once again built a new house in St. Paul and Temple of Aaron 

members were active participants. Thanks to Alexandria Ganzel, Guinevere Ganzel, 

Brian Zaidman, Nathan Zaidman, Andrew Greenberg, Rebecca Varon, Tayler Varon, 

Brian Flynn, John Flynn, Susan Flynn, Doris Rubenstein, JoAnn Silvers, Rick Brody. 
 

The Temple of Aaron Social Justice Committee sends its heartfelt thanks to Susan 

Flynn for once again tirelessly coordinating the Temple of Aaron’s participa-

tion. Please consider joining us next year!  

 

Rick Brody cutting window trim. Doris Rubenstein wields a paint roller. 
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The Festival  

of Sukkot 
Background Facts to Help  

Everyone Understand  

Its Meaning 

 

Sukkot begins on the fifteenth day of 

the month of Tishri — after Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur — and  

continues for seven days. It is known by 

several names, none more descriptive 

than Zeman Simhataynu, Day of 

Rejoicing. Hag Ha-Sukkot, the Feast of 

Tabernacles, reminds us of the huts 

(Sukkot) in which our forbearers dwelt in 

the desert for forty years in their way to 

the land of Israel. Another name, Hag 

H’Asif, The Feast of Ingathering, 

stresses that this is a harvest holiday, 

falling at a time when crops were gath-

ered, one of the three harvest festivals 

in the Jewish year known as the Shalosh 

Regalim, the Three Pilgrimage Festivals 

(the other two being Pesach and Sha-

vuot). 

 

The lulav, a palm branch composed of 

three myrtle twigs and two willow 

branches, and the etrog, a large citron 

resembling a lemon, both symbols of 

the harvest season, are used in keeping 

with the biblical commandment in 

Vayikra (Leviticus 23:40): “You shall 

take the fruit of the pleasant trees, 

palm branches, thick leafy boughs, and 

willows of the brook, and you shall 

rejoice…” Because the berakhot 

(blessings) for the lulav and the etrog 

are to be recited on six of the nine days 

(not Shabbat) of this festival period, and because these harvest symbols do so much 

to enhance the home, many families purchase them for home use. 

 

The eighth day of Sukkot, known as Shemini Atzeret, is a yom tov punctuated by two 

special prayers during services. The first is familiarly referred to as Geshem, the 

prayer for rain in which the Jewish people pray that the Almighty will grant a 

sufficient rainfall in Eretz Yisrael to make the land fruitful and the crops plentiful. 

 

The other is Yizkor, the memorial prayer for those we have lost, which is recited three 

other times during the Jewish year: on Yom Kippur, the eighth day of Pesah, and the 

second day of Shavuot. 

 

The final day of this holiday season, Simhat Torah, celebrates the Festival of  

Rejoicing in the Torah, at which time we give thanks that God gifted us with the Five 

Books of Moses by parading the scrolls around the synagogue in a joyous ceremony 

known as the hakafot, in which men, women and children of all ages participate. 

It is on this day that we complete the annual reading of the Torah and begin again 

with the first words of Berayshit (Genesis). 

 

The Religious Meaning of the Sukkah 
 

The sukkah is indisputably the major symbol of the festival. The reason for the  

sukkah is: “That I made the Israelite people live in booths when I brought them out of 

the land of Egypt.” (Leviticus 23:43) While Rabbi Akiva says that the booths  

mentioned in the Bible were real booths in which the children of Israel dwelt while in 

the desert, Rabbi Eliezer suggests that they were clouds of glory with which God sur-

rounded the children of Israel to protect them while they wandered in the desert. By 

remembering this miracle, the building of the sukkah is thus a means of infusing faith 

in God, particularly in time of distress. 

 

In the Bible, particularly in the Prophets, the desert period was considered an ideal 

time in Jewish history, a time when life was simple but noble. When the children of 

Israel entered Canaan and encountered the vices and corruption of urban civilization, 

they looked back with nostalgia to the nomadic period of their history, when they 

were free of these corrupting influences. They saw in this nomadic period a set of 

standards by which they could purify the civilization of their day. In our day Sukkot 

should become a call to the ethical life, free from the corruption and vices of the 

affluent society. 

 

Maimonides also gives the sukkah a moral and ethical interpretation when he says 

that the purpose of the sukkah and of remembering the days of the wilderness is to 

teach people to remember one's evil days, in days of prosperity. He will thereby be 

induced to thank God repeatedly and to lead a modest and humble life. 

 

A more pietistic tone is struck by the well-known medieval moralist Isaac Aboab, who 

said: “The sukkah is designed to warn us that man is not to put his trust in the size or 

strength or beauty of his home, though it be filled with all precious things; nor must 

he rely upon the help of any human being, however powerful. But let him put his trust 

in the great God whose word called the universe into being, for He alone is mighty, 

and His promises alone are sure.” 

 

Rightly does Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan conclude: “From the foregoing circumstances 

[that life in the wilderness was purer and freer than life in the civilization of Canaan]  

it follows that having the Israelites relive their wilderness experience on the festival of 

Sukkot [by living in a sukkah] was bound to place them in a frame of mind which  

enabled them to detach themselves from the order of life which they had come to 

accept as normal and to view it critically.” 

13 
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B’not Mitzvah 

Alex Lev,  son of Ed and Yelena Lev,  will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on September 3 & 4, 

2010.  

    Alex is in eighth grade at Blackhawk Middle School, where he participates in soccer and 

snowboard club. He also enjoys hanging out with friends and listening to music. 

    Alex has designated Lance Armstrong’s charity fund for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Alex’s grandparents, Maya 

and Michael Dubinsky, and Sonya Lev. 

Alex Lev 

Daniel Lev,  son of Ed and Yelena Lev,  will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on September 3 & 4, 

2010.  

    Alex is in eighth grade at Blackhawk Middle School, where he participates in soccer and 

snowboard club. He also enjoys hanging out with friends and playing video games. 

    Alex has designated World Wildlife Fund for his tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by Alex’s grandparents, Maya 

and Michael Dubinsky, and Sonya Lev. 

Daniel Lev 


