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Mark your Calendars:  
   

 

 

Rabbi Bernard S. Raskas 

Religious School &  

Rossy and Richard Shaller 

Hebrew School  
 

Starting Dates:  
 

Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2011 

 Student/Parent Back to 

School Night:  
Toddler -6th Grade 4:30pm 

7th-10th Grades (including 

Sunday students) at 6:30pm 
 

Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011 
1st ESP (Educational  

Shabbat Program): 

5th and 6th grades 9:00am 
 

Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011 
Annual Pancake Breakfast   

Toddler -4th &  

7th-Confirmation Classes 

9:00AM 

Followed by Parent and Student 

Opening Ceremony and Classes  

Shanah Tovah!  

2ÌÌɯ×ÈÎÌɯƝȯɯɁ1ÌÍÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯ.ÜÙɯ3ÌÕɯ#ÈàÚɯ

ÖÍɯ ÞÌɂɯÈÕËɯÙÌÝÐÌÞɯËÌÛÈÐÓÚɯÖÍɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯ

times and programs in annual mailing 

from President Michael Saxon. 
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From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

We all know the basic principal of Jewish 

math: òTwo Jews, three opinions.ó This is 

especially true for rabbis, as one of our 

central roles is to teach and inspire 

using words, most often in the form of 

formal sermons.  
 

The role of sermons over the past 

centuries of Jewish life has changed, but 

the central goal has not. I would like to 

present a brief review of the history of 

sermons in Judaism, and offer a preview 

of this yearõs High Holyday sermons at 

the Temple of Aaron.  
 

Why Sermons? 

Each sermon (by whatever name we call 

it: Dõvar Torah/vort/teaching/class/

discussion) is an opportunity to connect 

the ancient texts and traditions of 

Judaism with the souls of those who are 

listening. Sermons are like fresh mortar 

between the ancient bricks of belief that 

strengthen our relationship with each 

other, with God and with the best within 

ourselves. This is truly a holy task and at 

the center of what it means to be a 

rabbi.  
 

A Brief History 

Rabbi Louis Jacobs explains the origins 

of our sermons in his book, The Jewish 

Religion: A Companion: òThat sermons 

were delivered in the synagogue, 

especially on Sabbaths and the 

festivals, from early Rabbinic times, is 

attested in numerous Midrashim 

[rabbinic stories]. It would seem that the 

later Midrashim had their origin in 

sermons, although the Midrashim 

themselves bear all the marks of literary 

productions in their own right. 
 

òThe usual preaching method, until the 

modern period, was to take scriptural 

verses out of context and to apply them 

to the religious and ethical questions of 

the preacherõs time. This method of 

scriptural application became known as 

derush (from a root meaning ôto searchõ 

or ôto enquireõ) and the sermon became 

known as a derashah (from the same 

root, as is the word Midrash itself). 

Preachers were known as Darshanim or 

Maggidim (ôSpeakersõ or ôTellersõ). 
 

òAgain, until modern times, the function 

of preaching belonged not to the Rabbi 

of a town but to the special class of 

preachers, usually learned men but not 

necessarily well versed in the practical 

Halakah. 
 

òIn Eastern Europe, Maggidim would 

wander from town to town to preach in 

the synagogue, attracting the masses by 

their popular, homely expositions 

liberally sprinkled with proverbs, folk-

tales, and illustrations from the daily life 

of their audiences.ó 
 

As modern congregations evolved, so, 

too, did rabbis and their sermons: òThe 

new type of sermon was more formal 

and in the vernacular, and it became a 

regular part of the service. The modern 

sermon is also based on a scriptural 

verse, usually taken from the portion of 

the weekly Torah reading, but treats a 

particular theme in systematic fashion 

and its aim is more one of edification 

rather than instruction. 
 

òThe modern type of sermon became 

the norm in England and in the USA. 

Even in Eastern Europe in the 

nineteenth century, where the art of the 

old Maggidim still flourished, the 

sermons in Yiddish were often more 

sophisticated than in the past and more 

relevant to the burning social and 

political issues of the day.ó 
 

High Holyday Sermons 

For High Holydays, rabbis across the 

Jewish world seek to find a way to 

address, in a relevant way, the burning 

modern issues. It is with this in mind 

that I am crafting sermons for Temple of 

Aaronõs celebration of the Jewish New 

Year, which begins September 28. For 

Erev Rosh Hashanah, òThe Four Rules of 

Ice Creamó which will look at how we 

express gratitude for those around us; 

On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, I will 

speak on òHave A Little Faithó based on 

the slim but powerful new book by the 

same title by Mitch Albom. On the 

second day, as part of our creative 

service, my sermon will be entitled 

òTough Love: Our Relationship with 

Israel.ó   
 

Erev Yom Kippur we will look at the 

question of òWhat Must We Let Go of to 

Move Forwardó as we begin the intensity 

of fasting and self-examination, and 

continue on that theme on Yom Kippur 

day with òThe Only Question We Only 

Need Ask.ó   
 

I look forward to seeing you over the 

holydays as we join in the tradition of 

coming together; connecting though 

and, learning from, words.  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874  ext. 111 

The Power of Words  

 

Security Option  

for All Members  
 

The tragedy at the Los Angeles JCC 

12 years ago motivated Temple of 

Aaron and many other institutions to 

raise their level of security. We con-

tacted some security experts and they 

toured our building and reviewed ac-

tual hours of typical use. They sug-

gested we add off-duty police officers 

at the High Holydays and during each 

weekend school session. Experts fur-

ther advised us to balance needed 

security with the realities of risk and 

available budget. Each member will 

again have an opportunity to support 

our security effort with an annual do-

nation. We will place a suggested do-

nation on your September 2011 

statement. We appreciate your previ-

ous generosity and hope we can rely 

on you in 2011 as we finalize prepa-

rations for the High Holydays.  



Yearly, a new Supplementary Service Booklet 

for 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah is donated in 

loving memory of S. Paul Johnson, Toni 

Braverman and Lewis H. & Rivian Johnson. 
 

Max (of blessed memory) & Felicia Schulz 

established an endowment for Rosh Hashanah 

expenses in honor of their 50th wedding 

anniversary. 
 

The David A. Berg Family created an 

endowment that provides apples and honey  

on the 2nd day of Rosh Hashanah. 
 

Friends and family of Rachel Liba Cardozo 

established the Baalat Koreh grant in her 

memory.  We perpetuate her beautiful High 

Holyday trop by funding a teacher to train 

Torah readers in her trop.  Wendy Kane 

continues to train Golden Kepah recipients. 
 

Ken & Tracey Agranoff created an endowment 

to sponsor the Holydays Family Services in the 

sanctuary in memory of fathers Harry Agranoff 

and Sidney Cass, in honor of mothers Marion 

Cass and Betty Agranoff, and in honor of 

daughters, Samantha and Jessica. 
 

David & Paula, Adam & Samuel Schraber 

established an endowment for High Holyday 

Torah Reading in honor of the 62nd wedding 

anniversary of Davidõs parents, Rose & Harry 

Schraber, of blessed memory. 
 

Yizkor and Yom Kippur Supplement Booklet 

was given in memory of William & Fanny 

Feldman Smith by children Lorraine & Sid 

Applebaum, Joyce & Marvin Smith (of Blessed 

Memory), Marilyn & Richard Smith. 
 

Tashlich Service Booklets and bird seed are 

provided by an endowment from Dr. Paul & 

Lois Bloomberg in honor of daughters Anne, 

Sarah and Jeanne. 
 

The David A. Berg Family created an 

endowment in memory of Robert H. Berg to 

provide a òBreak the Fastó following the final 

shofar blast on Yom Kippur. Janie & David 

Berg helped organize the festive food and 

beverages. 
 

Bimah flowers are provided by a fund in 

memory of Marvin Perlman. 
 

High Holyday Babysitting is partially endowed 

by the generosity of the congregation in 

memory of Carole Kowitz and by her family, 

Shelly, Michael, Joshua & Hazzan Mitchell 

Kowitz. 
 

Our Machzorim were donated in loving 

memory of Ben & Stella Freeman by their 

children, Arthur, of blessed memory & Margie, 

Earl, of blessed memory & Gretta, Allen & 

Toba; in loving memory of Marion & Alfred 

Spicer and Mildred Kaplan and in honor of 

Louis Kaplan from the H.S. Kaplan Family 

Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation; in loving 

memory of our parents, Samuel & Edith Mack 

and Jack & Adele Shaller, by Rossy & Richard 

Shaller; with loving thoughts of our Parents 

and Grand-parents, Lillian & Morris Savage, 

Yetta & Julius Yellin from Susan & Dr. Paul 

Yellin, Jason & Mandi Yellin. 
 

Yom Kippur Havdalah candles have been 

endowed by Jim and Judy Berg in honor of the 

Bõnot mitzvah of Brittani and Danielle Berg. 

As a parent of twins, I look forward to the 

month of September. Summertime is 

filled with activities, camp, cookouts, 

socializing and kids at home ñ at least 

for a certain amount of time. The month 

of September is when school starts for 

the majority of our children.   
 

As kids get ready to prepare for school, 

we are preparing at the Temple as well. 

With our Director of Education Joshua 

Fineblum having had one year under his 

belt now, our school, in my opinion, is 

going to soar. Everything is in place for a 

wonderful productive year of learning 

and fun. An example of this is a new 

classroom experience that Iõve taken on. 

On Sundays, I will have the great 

pleasure of being able to teach prayers ñ 

sometimes with guitar and sometimes 

without ñ to toddlers, and first- through 

fourth-graders. I am extremely excited 

about this opportunity to develop a 

relationship with kids so young, which 

will make my job as their Bõnai Mitzvah 

instructor so much easier.  So parentsé 

our time has come. Our kids are back in 

school so letõs shout òhurray!ó You all 

know I am joking.   
 

Getting to the High Holydays, I am also 

equally excited about our Second Day 

service. As you may well know, our 

theme for this year is Israel and America 

ñ A Common Destiny. We will be 

featuring songs of Meir Finkelstein, an 

original composition of my own, and the 

congregational sing fest of three songs I 

know that all of you know. Iõve secured a 

string quartet to be able to bring a new 

level of dignity and class to an already 

outstanding theme and service. Of 

course, our own Temple of Aaron choir 

under the direction of Tom Bartsch will 

make this year a truly special one. I am 

counting on each and every one of you to 

sing with all of your hearts, and I look 

forward to seeing you. 

Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874  ext. 113 
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SEPTEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

 25 Doris and Jerry Webb 

 30 Diane and Steve Derfler 

 35 Karen and Larry Berg 

 40 Nancy and Steve Gilats 

 45 Sandy and Jim Rutzick 

 50 Sheila and David Leventhal 

 50 Marilyn and Dean Greenberg 

 51 Renee and Walter Kvasnik 

 51 Mary and Stan Calof 

 52 Shirley and Freeman Rosenblum 

 52 Delores and Stan Karon 

 56 Inge and Gerry Hirschhorn 

 58 Marcella and James Kahn 

 61 Elaine and Ed Devitt 

 63 Millie and Marv Jacobson 

 70 Marge and Sherm Rutzick 

School & High Holydays  

Endowments and Special Gifts above and beyond dues add to 

our High Holyday experience  

 



 Department of  Youth Services 

Robby Erlich  
Youth Director 

robbyerlich@templeofaaron.org 
651-698-8874  ext. 115 
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Reflections on Poland and Israel  
This past summer I traveled the world, I had two stops in my travels. The first stop 

was Poland where I experienced the holocaust as close as anyone could that wasnõt 

in it. After a week in Poland, I took a four-hour plane ride to Israel! 
   

In Israel we did it all. We traveled all the way up north to Haifa and above, and all the 

way down south to Elat, and everything in between. One of the big highlights of my 

trip was Jerusalem. We spent a lot of time there and I personally loved the city and all 

the culture that goes on there. I decided to go on USY Israel Pilgrimage Poland/Israel 

because all of my life I have been studying the holocaust and to go and see Poland 

was a really big reality check for me. Our group got so close in this program as well.  

I met and have great friendships with 43 people in my group and I loved meeting 

them all. There are so many highlights that I would love to share but I donõt have the 

space because it would take up so many pages because I have so many wonderful 

experiences.  
   

Throughout the summer I was trying to see how I, as Religious education/V.P and,  

as being a Jewish teen, could change in the upcoming year. So as I was meeting 

everyone, there were about four or five Rel-Ed/V.Põs on our trip. We would talk all the 

time on what other Temples do, what I do at my Temple, and then we would exchange 

ideas. One main goal is letõs start off the year strong and get EVERY single teen in 

High Holyday services to come to the teen service so you can reconnect with your 

friends and also meet new ones. I have learned so much this summer about our 

religion, and I am so excited to share what I have learned in cool and fun High 

Holyday services and throughout the year.  
   

Another one of my goals is to get every single active USYer in our chapter to lead 

some sort of the service. Leading is fine if itõs at a convention, and itõs great if itõs in 

our chapter as well. Next, my goal as a Jewish teen is to try to go to services every 

week and keep on learning and teaching about Judaism. If you have any other 

questions about my wonderful trip or High Holyday services or any ideas to share on 

our upcoming programming year, please come talk to me or shoot me an emailé  

I would love to hear from you! 
   

ñ Elliott L Stern 

    musicmanstern@gmail.com 

Meet New Youth Advisor  

Gail Rosenbaum!  
Gail Rosenbaum graduated from 

Indiana University ð Bloomington in 

May 2011 with a degree in psychology 

and is excited to return home to the 

Twin Cities! In high school, she was 

active in Adath Jeshurun Kadima and 

USY and was a Bar and Bat Mitzvah 

tutor. She also worked as a counselor 

at Herzl Camp for three years and 

served as Hillel Conservative Religious 

Chair at Indiana University. Gail canõt 

wait to bring her experience and 

passion for Judaism to work with 

Kadima at Temple of Aaron this year. 
 

Please help me in welcoming her to the 

Temple of Aaron Youth Department! 
 

Meet New Youth Advisor  

Shari Lowenthal!  
Shari Lowenthal is a graduate of the 

University of Minnesota with a degree in 

Child Psychology. She is an active 

member of Temple of Aaron. She is also 

a Saint Paul USY (TUSY) Alum. 

Currently, she teaches Third Grade 

Hebrew and Sunday School as well as 

Honors at Temple of Aaron. Shari is in 

her fourth year as a Pre-School Teacher 

at Temple Israel ECC. She also worked 

for the past three summers at the Saint 

Paul Jewish Community Center at Camp 

Centerland as a teacher. Shari has two 

children who are involved in Temple of 

Aaron activities as well. Shari is looking 

forward to working with the Temple of 

Aaron Youth, specifically with Chaverim, 

our third and fourth graders. 

Welcome back to a new FUNtastic  

year in our Youth Department!  
Along with our new Youth Advisors and TUSY Executive Board, we are hard 

at work making this year fun and meaningful for EVERYONE. Speaking of 

everyoneé our theme this year isé. (Drum roll pleaseé)   

òBELONGINGó 

Every member of our Youth Department has  

the right to feel that they belong and can contribute.  

Please contact Robby on how YOU can contribute to our great community!   

There will be plenty of opportunities to lead and to participate!   

Stay tuned for more info on the Temple of Aaron website!  



Looking for a place to  celebrate  
Shabbat with your family?  

Introducing...  

Tot Shabbat  & Prayers in Pjs!  
(For Toddler -1st Grade Families)  

 

One and all are welcome to spend Friday Nights and 

Shabbat mornings with us as we dance, sing, and celebrate 

Shabbat together. This new, dynamic family program will 

create a way for the entire family to socialize, become 

acquainted with the synagogue, and learn about Judaism 

and Jewish holidays in a fun interactive manner. 

Program Dates: 

September 9th &  24th  

October 14th & 29th  

November 4th & 19th 

December 2nd & 17th 

January 6th & 21st 

February 10th & 25th 

March 16th & 31st 

April 13th & 28th 

May 4th & 19th 

Times: 

Friday Nights 

6:00 PM-7:00 PM 

Shabbat Mornings 

10:30 AM-11:30 AM 

Location: 

Leifman Chapel 

(Oneg to follow services) 

Questions? 

Joshua Fineblum 

Director of Education 

joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874 ext. 103 
ññ 

Lindsay Berg, Coordinator 

lindsayberg@gmail.com 
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Midat Hachodesh -Ahavat Yisrael - 
                

The concept of Loving Israel is one which all of us should keep near our hearts as we 

approach the High Holyday season. The Jewish people wherever we are have a land 

which was promised to our ancestors a very long time ago. In that promise Avram 

hears from God that he will take him to the land and his people will become a great 

nation and he will be blessed and his name will be great and known. This promise of 

God to Avram came true as we have had people in the land throughout history from 

that time until today. That being said, we have been thrown out of that homeland over 

and over yet we still persist and return and just over 63 years ago were given that land 

as a State. The Land and State of Israel are truly the homeland of the Jewish people 

and whether we live here or there our hearts truly belong there. If you have not been 

there then try to get there. If you cannot find a way then let us help you. This summer 

many of our teens went on Summer Israel experiences and had life changing moments 

and trip that they will remember for the rest of their lives. On these trips they now have 

a better appreciation of Israel, the people, culture, spiritual connection and history. 

This experience is priceless and cannot be matched. Stay tuned to find out more about 

our teens experiences throughout the High Holyday season. 

 

Lilmod Uõlilamed  ñ òTo Teach and to Learnó- Pirkei Avot 

ˡˬ˪˪ˣ ˡˬ˪˪ 

Joshua Fineblum   
Director of Education 

joshuafineblum@templeofaaron.org 
651-698-8874  ext. 103 

Welcome back to another wonderful 

school year here in the Bernard S. 

Raskas Religious School and Rossy and 

Richard Shaller Hebrew School. We are 

looking forward to an amazing year 

filled with tons of programming for the 

entire family. If you have not already, 

please re-register your child so that we 

have updated paperwork and can 

maintain our comprehensive records for 

all of our families. 
  

Over the summer we have put some 

great things together including a ònew 

lookó Honors and 7th grade Wednesday 

night program, family education 

programming for the entire family, 

family Shabbat dinners, and two new 

programs (Tot Shabbat and Prayers in 

PJs) for our toddler-1st grade 

families. We are looking forward to our 

òBack to School Nightó (Wednesday, 

September 7) where parents and 

children will meet teachers, meet our 

new Art and Music teachers, and find 

out what this year has in store. 
  

If you have any questions about any of 

our programming and the school 

calendar please feel free to contact me 

at any time as my door is always open,  

e-mail always ready to receive 

messages and my phone is ready to be 

answered. Looking forward to a 

wonderful year of learning and fun! 
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Eyes Wide Open:  A Conversation about 

Racism, Discrimination, Prejudice and 

Meeting the Other  
  

Think of a moment in your experience when you powerfully 

òsawó racism. That memory will be unique to each of us, and 

yet it can be shared in ways that open other eyes to what we 

have seen. When we come to see differently, we are never  

the same again. 
 

This yearõs Saint Paul Interfaith Network (SPIN) Fall Series 

focuses on sharing and learning those stories and facts that 

have shaped our society and our personal responses to 

prejudice, systemic racial injustice, and white supremacy. 

Racism has religious and spiritual dimensions. In that light,  

we will focus on ways in which our religious traditions bring 

hope and change even as we acknowledge the ways in which 

they have contributed to the problem. By tapping into our 

religious and spiritual resources, we will look to forge new 

commitments. 
 

Each of the four sessions will offer facts about racism and 

feature diverse panelists, who will share their stories of pain 

and marginalization as well as stories of awakening, healing, 

and engagement. The panel discussions will be followed by 

dialogue and personal sharing in small groups. By learning 

how to better see one another, we will embrace concrete 

actions that effect substantive change in ourselves and in our 

communities. 
  

October 3 

Becoming Personal: Sharing Our Pain 
 

October 10 

Invisible Wounds: Experiencing Everyday Dehumanization  
 

October 17 

Religion: Building Walls, Building Bridges 
 

October 24 

New Possibilities: Creating Something Better 
   

Visit www.spinterfaith.org to learn details about panelists and 

locations as the program comes together. 

òWE WANT MORE  

NEW MEMBERSó 
  

WELCOME TO ALL 

OF YOU FRIENDS and GUESTS 

We want to include those of you 

unaffiliated in our Temple of Aaron 

Family and Community. 
 

Please take one of our Free Temple 

of Aaron Newsletters or any other 

Activity Sheets. 
 

Questions to Membership Commit-

tee Members (MCM) wearing the 

òGreen Shalom Buttons.ó 
 

For more information, contact: 

Renee Kvasnik, MCM Chairperson 

rkvasnik@aol.com.   

651-690-2327  

or 

Ken Agranoff, Executive Director 

kenagranoff@TempleOfAaron.org  

651-698-8874  



   Thank  You     Todah Rabah      ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
July 2011    Sivan-Tammuz 5771 

Adler, Shelley 

Barenbaum, Bettie 

Binder, Jay 

Blumenfeld, Geri & Milt 

Bookspan, Bonnie 

Calof, Mary 

Edelstein, Rebecca 

Farsht, Steven 

Fleyshman, Nelli 

Garbuz, Khaye 

Gleeman, Harriet 

Goldberg, Sharleen 

Goldberg, Shirley 

Goldetsky, Celia 

Goldman, Irene 

Goldman, Janet & family 

Gralnek, Arlene 

Grinberg, Roman 

Grobovsky, Shirley 

Kamin, Evelyn 

Kanivetskaya, Rozita 

Katz, Chelle & Leon 

Knurenko, Izabella 

Kushnir, Rozaliya 

Lavin, Jacky 

Lee, Lynne 

Lerman, Bill & Mary 

Levitt, Arthur 

Levy, Harriet 

Libman, Cary 

Liefschultz, Sylvia 

Lifson, Helen & Ron 

Marvy, Bob, Florie & family 

McKee, Lenore 

Meerovich,  

   Gedaly & Alexandra 

Meltzer, Rose 

Michaels, Noreen 

Mogol, Leo 

Mogol, Marc 

Noun, Joan 

Orloff, Arnold 

Paletz, Esther, Jim,  

    Steven & Lauren 

Patterson, Esther 

Peker, Busya 

Perelman, Dimitry 

Pogoler, Andrew 

Ringer, Jan 

Ringer, Sherm 

Rutzick, Sandra 

Rutzick, Yale 

Schneider, Margie & Bart 

Schraber, David,  

    Paula & sons 

Schumeister,  

    Ruth Ann & Dick 

Shear, Bert 

Shimelfarb, Mashe & Iosif 

Silvermann, Toby 

Simes, Hy & Josephine 

Simon, Yetta & Jerome 

Skadron, Nancy 

Stacker, Howard 

Straus, Stan & Zelda 

Swartz, Helen & Don 

Tisnovskaya, Izabella 

Udodovsky, Mira 

Weinberg, Idele 

Yager, Razelle 
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Our deep and sincere  

sympathy to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 
 

Ben Feldman 

Edith Supornick 
 

Memorial Plaques 

Have Been Displayed for 
 

Stanley Barenbaum 

Douglas Locke 

Janet Gordon 

 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

. . . to Clara Watchman, Anita Ernst, 

Burt Katz and Betty Agranoff for  

helping label nearly 1,100 August 

Aaronions so our members can read 

all of the news. 

. . . to Devin Werthauser for helping 

with the new youth pamphlet. 

. . . to all school faculty for getting us 

ready for the 2011-2012 school year. 

Preparing for the High Holydays  
This yearõs Rosh Hashanna and Yom Kippur celebrations will once again include 

exciting ways for all the circles of our community to participate.  

A few of the highlights follow.  

Youth Led Services 

Students in grades 3 thru 12 

should be on the lookout for 

exciting services that are designed 

just for them. We will be having 

new programs, new teens leading 

and other new additions to make 

this yearsõ High Holydays special 

and meaningful. Please contact 

Youth Director Robby Erlich with 

any questions you may have.  
 

A Full House 

This year we will hold one service 

on Yom Kippur starting at 9:00 

am. This will help to build the kind 

of energy and connection that is 

only possible when we are all 

praying together. As we saw last 

year, the single service for each 

holiday helps build our 

congregation. 

Focus on Israel 

Our creative service on the second day  

of Rosh Hashanah will focus on the 

connection between the United States and 

Israel. With inspirational readings, powerful 

music and participation by students who 

were recently there, we will all have a 

chance to deepen our connection to the 

Holy Land.  
 

Continuing Traditions 

As we have for many years, we will invite all 

members to approach the ark during Nelia 

for private prayers and have this yearõs Bar 

and Bat Mitzvah students lead us in 

Havdalah. In addition, there are many 

opportunities for you to lead English 

readings, and to take honors during the 

Torah Service. If you are interested in this, 

or for more details, please contact Rabbi 

Shavit-Lonstein.   

Ner Tamid Award  

plus Selihot Service  
 

Join us at 8:00pm Saturday, Sept. 

24, 2011 for the annual delicious 

Sisterhood Reception. Then we 

will present the Ner Tamid Award 

to Marcia Taple at 8:30pm and 

the actual service at 9:00pm.  

Our adult choir will add their 

voices for a memorable evening. 
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Please support our 

advertisers.  

They provide  

financial support 

for our monthly 

newsletter and can 

provide excellent 

services for your 

benefit.  

 

 Help support the 2012 Confirmation Class in a  
fun and win-win way.  

As part of this years Sunday School Opening Day  
September 11, 2011  

festivities we will be holding a fabulous Used Book Sale,  
ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ н ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿŀȅǎΥ  

Not Just Another Book Sale  

Thank You in advance for helping  
to make this event successful  

for our Students.  
 

  Questions? Susie Haim, Administrative Assistant  
                   651-698-8874 ext. 104 
           susiehaim@templeofaaron.org  

1: DONATIONS  
Now is a great time to clean  
off those shelves, empty those 
closets, and donate them at  
the Temple of Aaron. Book 
donations will be accepted 
during regular office hours. 
Please mark your donations 
ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ .ƻƻƪ {ŀƭŜΦέ 

2: BROWSE & BUY  
Join us Sunday September 11th 
for our first ever Confirmation 
Used Book Sale, great reads and 
buys to be had by all!  
 

Stock-up and help a good cause.  

Rabbi Melissa Weintraub to 

speak about òwaging peaceó 
  

She will present the lecture òWaging 

Peace in the Context of Violent Conflictó 

at 7:30 p.m., Wed. Nov. 2, in the 

OõShaughnessy Auditorium of the 

University of St. Thomas. The lecture is 

sponsored by the Jay Phillips Center for 

Interfaith Learning and is free.  
  

Drawing on sixteen years of experience 

in Middle East face-to-face encounters, 

Rabbi Weintraub will explore how such 

encounters build a culture of civil 

discourse and create human 

connections across lines of enmity. òIt is 

when we look into the face of another 

human being ñ truly look ñ that 

revelation takes place,ó says Weintraub. 

òThe face is the closest approximation 

of divinity, of revelation, that we as 

human beings can know.ó  
  

She is cofounder of Encounter, an  

organization dedicated to resolving the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict and to 

healing rifts within the Jewish 

community that have formed in the 

wake of that conflict. Rabbi Weintraub 

graduated from Harvard and from JTS in 

New York. An inspiring speaker and the 

author of influential articles on torture 

and peacemaking, she is currently 

writing a book exploring Jewish religious 

responses to terror. 

Our Annual  

High Holyday 

Cemetery Service  

will be Sunday, 

October 2, 2011  

at 1:00 pm.  

Please reserve the date 

and honor your family 

buried at our cemetery  

in Roseville.  
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Rosh HaShanah is the first day of Tishre, 

the seventh month of the Jewish calendar 

year. The moon is but a thin sliver in the 

shape of the Hebrew letter resh. This is the 

beginning of the Ten Days of Repentance, 

the Yamim Noraõim ñ the awesome days ñ 

when, according to tradition, all of human-

kind awaits the divine  

decree. 

 

Rosh HaShanah is considered to be the 

birthday of the world, the day on which 

Sarah first learned that she would have a 

child, the day on which Isaac was born, and 

the day on which Hannah learned that she 

would have a son. 

 

In Rabbinic literature, the holiday is  

referred to by four names: Yom Teru-ah ñ 

day of sounding the horn; Yom HaDin ñ day 

of judgment; Yom HaZikaron ñ day of re-

membrance, and Rosh HaShanah. 

 

Central Themes 

¶ The mood of this holiday is serious  

and solemn, but not morbid. 

¶ It is a time for genuine soul-searching and 

moral self-examination. 

¶ It is a time to pray for life and peace, not 

only for loved ones, but for all  

people everywhere. 

¶ It is a time to reflect upon our own actions 

during the past year and to make amends 

(teshuvah) for our failures. 

¶ For sins against God, prayer, generosity, 

and repentance bring forgiveness; for sins 

against others, we must obtain forgive-

ness from them. 

¶ Some holidays and festivals link us to his-

torical events (i.e., Passover, the  

Exodus; Shavuot, Torah on Mount Sinai; 

Chanukah, victory of the Maccabees, etc.). 

Rosh HaShanah, on the other hand, cele-

brates the birth of the world, embodying the 

unique idea that we are partners with God 

in an ongoing creation process and are 

committed to the task of Tikkun Olam 

(repairing the world). 

 

The Shofar 

The sounds of the shofar help to intensify 

the spirit of reverence and solemnity which 

characterizes the Rosh HaShanah worship 

service. 

 

Customs 

¶ We greet one another with the words 

òShanah Tovah Tikatayvuó ñ òMay you be 

inscribed for a good year.ó 

¶ A piece of apple is dipped in honey on the 

eve of Rosh HaShanah, reflective of the 

hope for a sweet New Year. The person 

performing this act says: òMay it be Godõs 

will to grant us a good and sweet year.ó 

¶ On the afternoon of Rosh HaShanah, it is 

a custom to walk to a place of flowing 

water, a river, lake, ocean, even a well, to 

perform the ceremony of Tashlich. Bird 

seed or bread crumbs are cast into the 

water as words of teshuvah and hymns 

are recited. 

¶ Greeting cards for the New Year are often 

sent to one another, although this is a 

very recent custom. 

 

Yom Kippur 

Yom Kippur is the tenth day of Tishre, the 

seventh month of the Jewish calendar year. 

This is the most solemn day of the year. It is 

said that those not inscribed in the Book of 

Life on Rosh HaShanah are given the Ten 

Days of Repentance in which to pray for 

forgiveness and to perform good deeds so 

as to be òsealedó in the Book of Life on Yom 

Kippur. 

 

Yom Kippur is considered to be the Sabbath 

of Sabbaths. It is the one day in the Jewish 

year which is equal in importance to the 

Sabbath. 

 

Because fasting for two days would be a 

severe hardship, this is the only major holi-

day which in the Diaspora has no second 

day observance. 

 

There are several references to this day in 

the Torah ñ all of them in Leviticus 16, and 

especially 16:29-31; Numbers 29:7-11; 

Leviticus 25:9-10; and Leviticus 23:27-32. 

The latter is the longest and the most de-

tailed of the citations: ò. . . The tenth day of 

this seventh month is a day of atonement . . 

. a sacred occasion for you. You shall prac-

tice self-denial, and you shall bring an offer-

ing by fire to the Lord; you shall do no work 

throughout the day . . . For this is a day of 

atonement, to cleanse you from all your 

sins, so that you shall be clean before God . 

. . Do no work whatsoever, it is . . . a Sab-

bath of complete rest for you . . . on the 

ninth day of the month at evening, from 

evening to evening, you shall observe your 

Sabbath.ó 

 

From the Talmud we learn that on this day 

Moses descended (for the second time) 

with the Ten Commandments along with 

Godõs pardon for the sin of the golden calf 

(Baba Batra 121a). On this the holiest day 

of the year (Yom Kippur), the holiest person 

in Israel (the High Priest), entered the holi-

est place in the world (the Holy of Holies in 

the Temple), to recite the holiest world (the 

tetragrammaton ñ the four letter Name of 

God). There he made atonement for him-

self, for his family, and then for all of his 

people Israel. 

 

Central Themes 

¶ òGreat repentance, for on account of an 
individual who repents, the sins of all the 

world are forgivenó (Yoma 86b). 

¶ òRepent one day before your death.ó But 
how does one know the day of death? 

Therefore, let one repent every 

dayó (Pirke Avot 2:15). 

¶ No person is so wicked and so depraved 

as to be incapable of repenting and be-

coming a decent human being. There is 

always the possibility of changing oneõs 

ways. As we are taught, the gates of re-

pentance are always open. 

¶ Maimonides taught that even the worst 

person who repents ñ even in old age ñ 

will be forgiven (Yad, Teshuvah 2:1). 

¶ No matter how good or pious a person may 

be, there is still need for improving oneõs 

character. Every person must strive continu-

ally for self-improvement. Yet, the affirma-

tion that we can improve is the ultimate 

expression of optimism. 

 

Why Fast? 

¶ Fasting is seen as a means for setting 

aside oneõs physical desires and stressing 

oneõs spiritual needs in their place. The 

day is devoted to prayer, repentance, and 

self-examination. 

¶ Fasting shows repentance for the wrongs 

people have committed and for the good 

they have failed to do. In biblical times, sac-

rifices to God were offered to expiate sins. 

Today, we offer a sacrifice of the heart. By 

fasting, we demonstrate that repentance 

consists of more than uttering right-

sounding words. 

 

Customs and Home Observances 

The meal prior to the onset of Yom Kippur is 

a festive one. As on Rosh HaShanah, a 

round challah is served. Pieces are dipped 

in honey and the following is said: òMay God 

give you a good and sweet year.ó There is 

no Kiddush said on Yom Kippur. Just prior 

to lighting the holiday candles before the 

onset of the Yom Kippur, Yizkor (Memorial) 

candles are lit in memory of the deceased. 

 

Some follow the custom of not wearing leather 

shoes on Yom Kippur because: (1) since a 

worshiper prays for forgiveness from sin, he/

she should not be wearing anything from a 

slain animal, or (2) because Moses was com-

manded to remove his shoes at the Burning 

Bush, so, too, should we remove our shoes (or 

wear canvas shoes) while praying on Yom 

Kippur. 

 

A break-the-fast ensues ñ usually a light 

meal of dairy products. Sephardim often 

start a meal with several bites of bread 

dipped in olive oil. 

Reflections for Our Ten Days of Awe  
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SISTERHOOD GREETINGS 

Temple of Aaron Sisterhood has been 

rather busy these past few months. We 

hosted the IntraContinental Womenõs 

League Spring Conference in May, of 

which Barbara Gitlin and I were the local 

conference chairs. There were 90 

delegates in attendance from 19 

Sisterhoods from Canada to Texas. 

Temple of Aaron was represented with 

19 delegates. We also had a successful 

New Member Telethon, chaired by our 

Membership VP, Roxanne Portnoy. She 

did an excellent job organizing it.  

Through the Telethon, we acquired new 

members, and hope our membership 

continues growing. Roxanne also chairs 

a monthly knitting club. 
 

I look forward to seeing many new faces 

as well as òoldó ones at many of our 

upcoming programs. For those of you 

who are Sisterhood members, watch 

your mail for information on all of our 

terrific programs. If a certain type of 

program would interest you, please let 

me know by calling 651-688-3030. Our 

opening Paid Up Membership dinner 

and program takes place Thurs. evening 

Sept. 8, with entertainment by the 

choral group òCalliope,ó which includes 

one of our own members, Susan Flynn.  

I would like to wish everyone a very 

Healthy and Happy New Year! 
   

L'Shanah Tovah,  

Marcia Taple, Sisterhood President 

Sandy Aaron and Family  

Elaine and Mark Adelman and Family 

Julienne Applebaum 

Harold Arenson 

Tracy and Sam Arnold 

Brianna and Ben Axelrod and Family 
  

Kristi Bader and Gary Swartz 

Christy, David, Hannah  

    and Natalie Baldinger 

Jay Baldinger 

Wendy, Steve, Erin, Doug  

    and Jeffrey Baldinger 

Lori and Matt Bellin 

Lisa and Alan Bernick and Family 

Marcia and Herbert Bernick 

Helene and Jim Biglow 

Marilyn, Stuart, Brandon  

    and Rachel Bloom 

Geri and Milt Blumenfeld 

Eileen and Howard Bream 

Phyllis and Sandy Brody  
  

Beverly and Susan Calmenson  

Esther and Martin Capp 

Hazel Chase 
  

Linda and Larry Eisenstadt 

Karen Engelbretson and Steve Nusbaum 

    and Rachel 

Evelyn Esrig 
  

Delores Fink 

Susan and John Flynn 

Toba and Allen Freeman 

Gail and Gerry Frisch 
  

Alexandria Ganzel and Family 

Teddy Gerr and Family 

Barbara and Neil Gitlin 

Reenie and Hugh Gitlin 
  

Barbara Hill 

Hodroff-Epstein Memorial Chapels 
  

Francine and Sidney Jerson 
  

Marcella and Jim Kahn 

Sandy and Brian Kamin 

Gretchen and Errol Kantor 

Barbara Kaster 

Katzman Monument Company 

Rita and Mickey Kieffer 

Cantor Mitchell Kowitz and Family 

Jennifer and Brian Krisko  

Susan and Barry Kushner and Family 

Becca and Jon Kvasnik and Family 

Renee and Walter Kvasnik 
  

Nancy and Steve Lane and Family 

Debra, Howard and Alicia Lazarus 

Janice Lazarus 

Sharon Lazarus 

Mindy and Brook Leventhal and Family 

Betty Sue and David Lipschultz  

    and Family 

Alex and Chad Locke 

Shari, Marc and Rachel Lowenthal 
  

Florie and Bob Marvy and Family 

Millie Mastbaum 

Marilyn Miller and Family 

Nancy and Harvey Miller 
  

Esther Patterson 

Lisa, Chuck, Tracy and Jeffrey Perlman 

Barbara and Andrew Pogoler 

Roxanne and Gary Portnoy 
  

Mildred Rein and Family 

Layne and Dave Rosen and Family 

Sue and Dave Rosner 

Bea Rothweiler, Neil Derechin,  

    Helen and Leora 
  

The Saxon Family 

Margie, Bart and Ellie Schneider 

Paula, David, Adam and Sam Schraber 

Rhonda Schwartz and Sons 

Sue and Jerry Schwartz & Jenni  

    and Casey 

Rosalyn and Yoav Segal 

Rossy and Richard Shaller 

Rebecca and Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

    and Family 

Dede, David, Jaclyn and Ben Smith 

Helen and Ed (Itzy) Smith and Family 

Marilyn and Richard Smith 

Elaine and Stuart Steinman 

Helen and Donald Swartz and Family 
  

Laura and Norman Taple 

Loren, Bayley, Miri and Levi Taple 

Marcia Taple 

Ryvelle and William Tilsner 
  

Helene and Hillard Ward and Family 
  

Mariam Zamansky and Family 

Chaya and Terry Zien and Family 

  

                    

    

 Lõ Shanah Tovah Tikatevu 

             2011 Temple of Aaron Sisterhood 5772  

   Wishing you and those you love a sweet year, 

filled with health, happiness and peace. 

High Holyday Appeal Needs You  
Our Board of Directors approved a 2011 

budget that included a modest dues  

increase as a result of a troubling econ-

omy. Synagogue leadership appreciates 

the volunteer time and financial support 

from each and every member. Various 

staff and committees tightly control the 

operating budget on a monthly basis. We 

share the financial information at every 

Annual Meeting. Synagogue success is 

relying on each member to strongly con-

sider making a donation during the High 

Holydays. Your future generosity provides 

some of the needed resources to nourish 

and operate our synagogue in its Centen-

nial Year. We count upon the added re-

sources to help our daily minyan, to pro-

vide books for the school programs, to 

provide some staff hours to organize and 

clean our beautiful facility, and to provide 

clergy/staff to help us enjoy the highs 

and battle with the sorrows that all Jews 

experience during our lifetime. Please 

seize the opportunity to support our syna-

gogue and its ability to help members of 

all ages throughout the year by making a 

donation between $18 and $1,800.  
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Sisterhood News 
Opening Program ð Paid-Up Membership Dinner - September 8 , 6:30pm at Temple 

of Aaron ð Join us for the first event of the new year. The Calliope Womenõs Chorus 

will be performing. This group is a feminist chorus dedicated to promoting social 

change through song and has been producing concerts and performing for public 

events since 1976. It is the second oldest feminist chorus in the United States; check 

them out at www.calliopewomenschorus.org. Send your $18 check by September 1, 

payable to Temple of Aaron Sisterhood, to Gail Rosenberg, 1286 E. Balsam Trail, 

Eagan, MN 55123 to reserve a spot for dinner and program. For a vegetarian meal, 

to request a ride or any questions, call Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030. 

*       *       *       *  

Selichot Bakers Needed ð Enjoy baking? Share your creations with your Temple 

family. Bring your baked goods to the Temple kitchen by 3 pm on Sept. 23. Call Etta 

Lambright for more info at 651-690-5729. 

*       *       *       *  

Gift Shop Sale ð ends on Sept. 30. All merchandise is 20% off except books, which 

are 10% off. No discounts for tefillin or mezuzah parchments. The Gift Shop has 

some new items from Michael Aram and the general  inventory is frequently 

changing. Gift Cards are always available. Summer hours: 2nd & 4th Sunday of the 

month from 9am ð noon; Tuesdays from 10am ð 2pm; Wednesdays from 10am ð 

1pm; by appointment (call Marcia Taple at 651-688-3030). Gift Shop phone:  

651-699-9192. 

*       *       *       *  

Book Club ð The book club meets on the third Sunday of the month at The Highland 

Café and Bakery in Highland Park at 10am. Here is the schedule for the fall: The 

Defector by Daniel Silva ð Sept. 18; Something Red by Jennifer Gilmore ð Oct. 16; 

The Shiksa Syndrome by Laurie Graff. No meeting in August. For any other questions, 

call Teddy Gerr (651-405-6658). 

*       *       *       *  

Womenõs Shelter Donations ð Drop off toiletries to be donated to local womenõs 

shelters. All items needed and they can be dropped off in the Temple Gift Shop. Help 

out our local community and give someone a lift with these easy donations.  

Questions, call Alexandria Ganzel at 651-490-7684 of Susan Flynn at 651-683-0706. 

*       *       *       *  

Building Fund Cards ð Cards for every occasion are only a phone call away. Pick up 

that phone and show someone you care by sending one of these lovely cards. All 

funds raised by the use of these cards go directly to benefit our beautiful 

building. Questions, call Sis Goren (651-686-0425) or Susan Kushner (651-454-

8336). For billing questions, call Betty Agranoff at 651-698-8275. 

*       *       *       *  

Food Shelf ð This ongoing project serves our community year round. Donate food 

items at any time by dropping them off in the cart located in our coat room. Monetary 

donations will also be accepted by sending a check, payable to Temple of Aaron Food 

Shelf, to Harriet Levy, 1826 Merlot Curve, Eagan, MN 55122. For more info, call 

Harriet Levy (651-454-6829). 

*       *       *       *  

Join Sisterhood ð Interested in becoming a member of our Temple of Aaron 

Sisterhood family? Find out who we are and what we do by calling Roxanne Portnoy at 

651-690-2232. 

*       *       *       *  

Save the Date ð Nov. 10 ð come make a mezuzah, enjoy wine and cheese ð 

schmooze and nosh with friends. Watch for more info. 

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192 
 

Sale   

Now - Sept. 30!  

 

Regular & Sale 
Merchandise 

                   Discount 
 

 

BOOKS 10% Discount 
 

No Discount on  

Mezzuzah Parchments 

or Tefillin 
 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9-Noon 

Tuesday 10-2 

Wednesday 10-1  

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple, 651-688-3030 

20% 

Order Lulav & Etrog Sets  
Having your own Lulav and Etrog 

is an important mitzvah to fulfill 

on Sukkot. The sets are ordered 

from New York City. Therefore, we 

need to receive your $50 check 

by Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2011. 

Your check is your Lulav and  

Etrog order. You may pick up your 

order from Ritual Coordinator 

Larry Eisenstadt in Stein Hall.  

Call office for date and time.  

Shana Tova Temple of 

Aaron!  And Chag Sameach!  
We at TC Jewfolk, the Twin Citiesõ Hub 

for Hip Jewish Stuff, are raising our 

glasses of Manischewitz to celebrate 

the High Holydays and our two-year 

birthday! TC Jewfolk has published over 

1,000 articles since August 2009 

launch through our multi-author online 

magazine and virtual communal space 

for Minnesotaõs young and hip Jews. In 

2011, we became a non-profit organiza-

tion, and a (pending) 501(c)(3). Check 

out TCJewfolk.com. While youõre there, 

please give us a birthday gift! Thank you 

so much! Shana Tova u Metukah! 



12 

By Dr. Steven Derfler 

 

Itõs amazing how things come 

about, evolve. Palestinian 

nationalism is the national 

movement of the Palestinian 

people. It has roots in Pan-

Arabism and other movements; 

rejecting colonialism and calling 

for national independence. 

However, the true impetus, 

according to most scholarship 

today led by the eminent 

Professor Bernard Lewis, came 

from the rise of political Zionism 

at the end of the 19th century. 

òCatching the waveó that began in 

Europe, the notion of 

independence and liberation from 

oppressive rule caught fire as a 

result of the various ôaliyotõ, 

waves of Jewish immigration, from 

Europe around the turn of the 

century. 

 

The Palestinians have never known 

autonomy, self-rule, in the modern age. 

By that I mean from the 16th century 

onward. They were always a part of the 

Ottoman Turkish Empire, divided 

between several political/military units, 

called Sanjaks. These were the Sanjaks 

of Acre, Nablus and Jerusalem. The 

southernmost district was referred to as 

a Wilayet, a larger administrative 

district; that of the Hejaz, an extension 

of the Arabian Peninsula under Turkish 

control. 

 

The indigenous populations always 

considered themselves to be citizens of 

the Ottoman Empire first, residents of 

their Sanjak or Wilayet second, and 

finally, as a distant third, Palestinian 

Arabs with simply a cultural identity.  

There most certainly was not a political 

allegiance to the area early on. 

 

However, as alluded to by historian 

Rashid Khalidi, a specific Palestinian 

national identity was still subsumed by 

the blossoming concept of Arab identity 

ñ  essential in distinguishing a cultural 

group from the Ottoman Turks. This 

movement arose as the Ottoman 

Empire had lost its Arab 

provinces and was confined 

to Anatolia and a small part 

of Europe. The political 

structure within which most 

Arabs had lived for four 

centuries had simply 

disintegrated. 

They were given a rather unique 

opportunity to forge their identity in two 

ways: Pan-Arabism and regionalism. 

 

The regional approach immediately 

following World War One appeared to 

focus on what Daniel Pipes and others 

called òGreater Syria.ó This eventually 

would put everyone in an awkward 

position as the French and British 

Mandates established by the League of 

Nations in 1923 excised Palestine and 

Jordan from the Mandate of Syria and 

Lebanon, now under French control. 

The only possibility now was to nurture 

a new identity ñ that of Palestinian 

Arab. 

 

One significant group that was missing 

in this early activity was the Arab 

Christians. Although culturally 

integrated in the Arab world, the rising 

notion of Arabism rooted in Islam would 

leave this community out in the cold. 

This would have consequences down 

the road, as the Arab Christian 

community was seen as the 

intelligentsia of the region. In addition, 

their ties to the West via faith, although 

tenuous, nevertheless could have 

allowed for a bridge of sorts once World 

War One brought the demise of the 

Ottoman Empire. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/derflersept1  

 

http://tinyurl.com/derflersept2  

Israel: The Rise of Palestinian Nationalism  

An international 

educational 

consultant, public 

speaker, 

archaeologist, 

historian, researcher, 

teacher and writer,  

Dr. Derfler has been 

 uncovering the histories of Ancient 

Civilizations for 35 years. Tracing the 

development of western religions from 

their roots in the Middle East and 

Eastern Mediterranean countries, Dr. 

Derfler brings insight to current political 

and social events, bridging the past with 

the future to promote greater 

understanding between people from 

different faiths and walks of life. 

 

Palestinian National Congress, 1919 



Social Justice - A Volunteer Committee 
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TZEDEK INSTITUTE FORMED 
Jewish Community Action is spearheading the formation of the Tzedek 

Institute, with the intent of bringing the Twin Citiesõ Jewish community 

together to solve the tough challenges of our time, while simultaneously 

strengthening our own community and our relationships with others. The 

Tzedek Institute is a partnership between JCA, congregations, rabbis, and 

community leaders. To start the process, congregational representatives will 

take part in a training program to learn how to move the process through 

their own congregations. Roxanne Portnoy, Bill Lerman, and Brian Zaidman, 

members of the Temple of Aaronõs Social Justice Committee, will be 

representing our synagogue. More information will follow in the months to 

come.  

MEMBERS PARTICIPATED IN HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD  
Temple of Aaron members, along with friends and family, again helped make 

Interfaith Builders a relevant partner with Habitat for Humanity. The two-week 

commitment to a new build at 967 Edgerton, St. Paul from July 25 through 

August 5 was applauded by Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity and let to a 

commitment from Interfaith Builders for two additional years of participation.  

 

Temple of Aaron members, along with recruited friends and family, devoted a 

 day to St. Paul Habitat build on July 29. 

JCA MAKES HISTORIC VISIT 

TO WASHINGTON, DC 
Friday, July 29 marked the first time 

progressive Jews from throughout 

the country joined together to meet 

with the White House Staff. Eleven 

JCA members joined 170 Jews from 

21 other social justice organizations, 

all members of the Jewish Social 

Justice Round Table. The Round 

Table is a collaboration of 

organizations from across the 

country committed to building the 

Jewish communityõs power to affect 

change on social justice issues, 

cutting across lines of race, faith and 

class. Temple of Aaron member, Bill 

Lerman, was one of eleven members 

from Jewish Community Action that 

were part of the delegation. The 

group had four simultaneous briefing 

sessions with members of the 

administration, addressing issues of 

food security, health care, education 

and housing. In the housing briefing 

session with Helen R. Kanovsky, 

General Counsel of the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, JCA board member, 

Andrea Rubinstein shared a moving 

story of how her Jewish values guide 

her in her work with Northside 

residents to stop mortgage 

foreclosure. Being in a group of 170 

Jews who care so deeply about the 

country's social justice issues was 

inspiring to all. Attendees spent the 

day in conversation with some of our 

government's top leaders, 

addressing the pressing issues 

facing our nation, bringing to life a 

core tenet of Judaism, social justice.  

 

 This historic gathering of diverse 

Jewish social justice organization 

was an amazing start to raising the 

profile of our Jewish social justice 

values, and put us on a path to bring 

equity to communities around the 

country. 
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Bõnai Mitzvah 

Annie Rose Balto, daughter of Ron and Karen Balto, will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on Shabbat, 

September 2 & 3, 2011.  

    Annie is in the eighth grade at Friendly Hills Middle School, where she participates in Warrior 

tennis. She also enjoys hanging out with friends, listening to music, baking, and traveling with 

her family. 

    Annie has designated Ramah Tikvah as her tzedaka contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush refreshments will be sponsored by her grandparents, Lou and 

Riva Polansky, and Sharon Balto. 

Josh Gilberstadt, son of Sheril and Philip Gilberstadt, will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on  

September 16 & 17, 2011. 

    Josh is in seventh grade at DeLong Middle School in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, where he plays 

trumpet in the band and participates in variety shows and the Math Team. As a member of the 

Math Team, Josh competed at the state level after qualifying in the regional competition. Josh 

also enjoys tennis, soccer, piano, guitar, and spending summers at Herzl Camp. 

    Josh has designated Herzl Camp for his tzedakah contribution. 

    Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush luncheon will be sponsored by Joshõs grandmother, Mrs. 

Mariam Zamansky, and his parents, Sheril and Philip Gilberstadt. 

Josh Gilberstadt 

Annie Balto 


