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Selling Hametz and the Maot Hittim (The Matzah Fund)  
 

Selling Hametz:  Jews do not eat Hametz on Passover. Hametz must be  

removed from our possession. To prevent great financial loss, it is possible to 

sell our Hametz for the duration of Passover. Hametz can be sold by contract-

ing with Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein to be your agent in this sale. Please return your 

form (below) by 10:00 a.m. on April 8, 2009. 

 

Maot Hittim: The Matzah Fund:  Passover can be an expensive holiday and 

there are those in our community who cannot afford to buy Matzah and wine 

for Seder. There are Jews in our community who go to bed hungry and cannot 

feed their families. As Passover approaches, we give out òMaot Hittim, or 

òmoney for wheató a Matzah Fund to insure that all Jews can celebrate Pass-

over and feed their families. We ask that you take some time to make a contri-

bution to this important fund that provides food for Jews in our community 

and for Mazon, a nationwide Jewish response to hunger. Every dollar collected 

will go to feed the hungry. Make your check payable to the Rabbiõs Discretion-

ary Fund and be sure to mark it for òthe Matzah Fund.ó 

 

 

    I designate Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein to be my agent in the sale of my  

    Hametz for Passover 5769 
 

 

    Name:__________________________________________________________ 

 

    Address:________________________________________________________ 

 

    Signature:_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Donations for sale of Hametz should be made out to the Rabbiõs Discretion-

ary Fund and marked for òSale of Hametz.ó 

 

Donations for the Matzah Fund: Providing food for the hungry for Passover 

and beyond should be made out to the Rabbiõs Discretionary Fund and 

marked for òThe Matzah Fund.ó 
 

All Donations must be at the synagogue office  

by 10:00 am on Wednesday, April 8, 2009 

Board Approves  

Annual Passover Fund  

Passover means religious freedom 

in our tradition and it now means 

economic freedom at Temple of 

Aaron. 

Our Board has heard your firm and 

unrelenting voice to maintain our 

foundation of daily services, Shab-

bat & holiday services, educational 

programs for children and adults, 

community-building social pro-

grams, life-cycle events, social jus-

tice, maintain our beautiful func-

tional building, and the clergy/

support staff to operate everything 

365 days of the year. 

Your Annual Passover Fund dona-

tions will provide necessary money 

to fill the small gap in our 2009 

budget. Every level of support mat-

ters for meeting the ongoing needs 

of our synagogue members. 

Select a donation level ($18, $36, 

$54, $72, $180, $360, $540, 

$720, $1,276) so we can make 

more success stories at Temple of 

Aaron. Look for pledge options on 

your April monthly statement.  

Temple of Aaron has worked effec-

tively for nearly 99 years because 

its members are generous with 

time, caring, spirit, creativity and 

financial support. Make your voice 

heard with a donation in April and 

help us meet the goal of 100% par-

ticipation. The synagogueõs vital 

future needs you.  



Following the Vision  
There is a great commercial that aired 

on Israeli television, and made its way to 

U.S. Jews via You-Tube. It shows a hag-

gard and lost Moses trying to lead the 

people through the desert to the Prom-

ised Land. Not sure which way to turn, 

he stands on top of a mountain implor-

ing God to help guide him. A meteor 

streaks down from the heavens, and 

lands at his feet. It is the answer to his 

prayers, clear and direct guidance, in 

the form of a new GPS unit, with the 

land of Israel clearly marked. Guidance 

and direction is no less important today 

than it was then, and lacking a GPS 

from heaven, and a Moses to lead us, 

we look to our tradition for guidance.  

Over the past months, I have been look-

ing ahead, and considering where the 

Temple of Aaron could be in five years.  

It is based strongly upon history and 

customs of this community, on the 

needs of current members, and upon 

Jewish tradition. As staff, we have been 

developing the vision; finding ways to 

make sure it applies to everything we 

do. Since we as a community move best 

when we move together, I would like to 

share this three-part vision with you. As 

always, I welcome your feedback.  

A connected community that honors its 

diversity. One of the many strengths of 

the Temple of Aaron is that it has a 100-

year history of many diverse circles 

within a larger synagogue community.  

As we look forward, we will honor these 

differences, while taking advantage of 

every Jewish resource, ritual and teach-

ing to make sure each member can 

forge their own connection with the  

tradition, with themselves and with God. 

We need to continue what we began last 

High Holydays, to make sure everyone 

has multiple opportunities to build con-

nections.  

A wellspring of innovative, relevant  

programs. We will continue to provide 

programs that reach and engage mem-

bers in ways that speak to their needs. 

Temple of Aaron has a long, proud his-

tory of creating exciting programs that 

engage and excite members, and catch 

the attention of those beyond our walls. 

This synagogue created Erev Shabbat 

Live, revolutionized the Second Day of 

Rosh Hashanah, and helped to develop 

the national USY program. We have also 

been recognized nationally for our Jubi-

lee programming. But it is not for the 

sake of awards or recognition that we 

push for innovative programs: rather it is 

to enable connections.  

A context and culture of joy. At the root 

of the many programs and life cycle 

events should be a feeling of joy. Our 

tradition gives us many tools and rea-

sons for celebrations. During these cele-

brations we can dig deeper for religious 

meaning, but can do it in a relaxed at-

mosphere that makes everyone feel 

welcome. We should have a goal that 

everyone who attends a service, a pro-

gram, a meeting, leaves with not only 

their minds engaged, but also their 

hearts.  

In order for all of this to work, it requires 

continued participation by all of us. On 

the staff level, we are working to ensure 

that our commitment to this evolving 

vision is demonstrated in every program 

and religious service that the Temple of 

Aaron sponsors. But this vision will only 

be realized if we work together as a 

community, putting our energies,  

resources and hearts into it.  

Please join us.  

From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
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Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Congregational  

Second Seder  
Join us this year for a  

redesigned Second Seder at  

the Temple of Aaron on April 9th 

at 6:15 pm. As we move through 

the Haggada, we will explore 

what freedom means to each of 

us. There will be song and food, 

and chances to read and  

participate in this innovative  

approach to celebrating  

Passover. Mail in your check or 

call with VISA.  
  

     Adult Members: $32 

     Adult Non-members: $36 

     Children 12 & under: $16 

April 8 -  7:30 am  Service, Study 

                 and First Born  

                 Breakfast 

 6:00 pm  Mincha Service  

                                First  Seder  
 

April 9 -   9:00 am  Service followed  

                 by Kiddush     

 5:30 pm  Mincha-Maariv  

 6:15 pm  Congregational  

  Seder    
 

April  10 - 9:00 am Service followed  

                 by òMatzah  

  Breió Lunch     

 8:00 pm  Shabbat Service 

  

 

April  15 -  9:00 am Service followed  

             by Kiddush    

                        7th Day Passover  

 6:00 pm Mincha Maariv 

  

April 16 -  9:00 am  Service followed 

   by Kiddush  

            8th Day Passover and Yizkor 

 6:00 pm  Mincha/Maariv 
 

 

Herbert & Marcia Bernick  

Endowment provides Breakfast  

on April  10 , 2008. 
 

David A. Berg Family Endowment 

provides Kiddush on April 9, 15  

and 16, 2008. 

Passover Service Schedule  
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

From Slavery to Freedom: Passover is Here  
Nobody has to tell anybody Jewish that the month of April is the time that the holi-

day of Passover is celebrated. It is a time of great joy and reflection. I will have doz-

ens of Golden Kepah students and adults who will read from the Torah during this 

festive holiday. Our successful Golden Kepah Torah reading is a visionary project 

created by Rabbi Raskas and endowed by Nancy & Rick Grobovsky. Rabbi Shavit-

Lonstein and I will lead a highly participatory Congregational Seder on April 9 with 

spirit and song. Of all the holidays, this 8-day festival is one that we can all agree is 

extremely moving. To think of our people, is to examine the past, praise God for the 

present, and with hope and confidence, look towards the future.   
 

This year I wanted to be able to share something joyous with all of you. Most of you 

will be at either your own Seder or attend one at a relative or friendõs house. I would 

like to leave you with something that will make the evening more joyous and fun for 

both kids and adults. You may already know this and if you do all the better. But at 

every Seder, this is something that my family and I have done for years. I wish to 

share with you a song:  

 

Our Passover Things 
(sung to the tune of òMy Favorite Thingsó from òThe Sound of Musicó) 
 

Cleaning and cooking and so many dishes  

Out with the chametz, no past, no knishes  

Fish thatõs getfilted, horseradish that stings  

These are a few of our Passover things.  
 

Matzah and karpas and chopped up charoset  

Shankbones and Kiddush and Yiddish neuroses  

Tante who kvetches and uncle who sings  

These are a few of our Passover things.  
 

Motzi and moror and trouble with Pharaohs  

Famines and locusts and slaves with wheelbarrows  

Matzah balls floating and eggshell that clings  

These are a few of our Passover things.  
 

When the Plagues strike  

When the lice bite  

When weõre feeling sad  

We simply remember our Passover things  

And then we donõt feel so bad.  
 

May each and every one of you feel the presence of God in your heart and  

appreciation for friends and family.   

 

 

 

APRIL WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 

 10  Glenyce and Jeff Stine  

 20  Sally and David Toushin 

 20  Laurie and Bruce Goldfarb 

 50  Judy and Bunny Kuller 

 50 Toba and Allen Freeman 

 51  Rhoda and Gene Engelson 

 55  Helene and Jim Biglow 

 57  Bea and Arthur Levitt 

 62  Rose and Bill Meltzer  

 

Come Sing With Us on Shabbat for Passover !  
 

On Friday, April 10, please join us as the Hazzan and choir will lead  

the congregation in traditional Passover songs for that service.  

Hope to see each and every one of you there.  

 

Matzah Brei Luncheon  
  

Following morning services on 

April 10th, matzah brei lunch and 

sponge cake will be served in 

memory of Bessie and Morris 

Mayeron, who believed deeply in 

our tradition.   

 

Their children established this 

permanent endowment in their 

loving memory. All are invited at 

no charge. Stay for an interesting 

discussion. 

Temple of Aaron Centennial Plans:  

Launch Event:  Sept. 20, 2009     Community Service Day:  Nov. 15, 2009 

Game Night:  Feb. 6, 2010            Festival:  May 2, 2010 

Time Capsule:  Oct. 10, 2010        Interactive Display & Golf Tourney in the works. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE THE KEY TO SUCCESS ñ CONTACT OFFICE 
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 Department of  Youth Services 

MARCH was busy and crazy!!  Eighth-

graders went to Kadima Kinnus, a  

regional conclave held in Missouri 

which introduces 8th graders to USY. 

We baked hamantashen in each class 

because the older grades wanted to 

bake as well,  and we exchanged Shalot 

Manot packages with each other. Purim 

was kicked off with the Purim Carnival, 

which was fun, frenetic and fabulous!!  

We enjoyed the Seudah and Megillah 

reading and we had a great time with 

friends and family, admiring the cos-

tumes and loving the great food.   

 

TODAH RABAH to our fabulous  

Shabbat tutors: Danny Axelrod, Natalie 

Baldinger, Ellie Berg, Jenny Bernick, 

Andy Bernick, Elianna Bier, Jeanne 

Bloomberg, Michael Feinstein, Sara 

Gotlieb,  Sophie Gotlieb,  Rachel Haim. 

Rachel Kaplan, Maddie Gleekel, Tess 

Glassman Kaufman, Jessica Kauffman, 

Jayme Kauffman, Sophie Kaye, Michael 

Kowitz, Shelly Kowitz, Evana Kvasnik, 

Sam Lane, Joe Lane, Rachel Lerman, 

Paulina Marell, Robbie Miller, Justin 

Oskey, Danielle Perle, Melia Rosen, 

Sonya Rosen, Ellie Rosenthal,  

Samantha Saltzman, Ben Saxon, Ellie 

Schneider. Sam Schraber, Gilad Segal, 

Erica Solomon, Elliott Stern, Isaac 

Specktor, Ezra Strohm,  Bayley Taple, 

Bevan Waters, Andrew Weil, Taylor  

Werthauser Morgan Werthauser, Devin 

Werthauser, William Zien. 

 

TODAH RABAH to Cheryl and George 

Bier and Karen Balto for heading up our 

Hamantaschen making. 

 

 

THE DR. JEFFREY WEINGARTEN AWARD 

is given annually to one student in each 

grade 5 through 9 who exemplify Dr. 

Weingartenõs Judaic values, love of 

learning, respect towards Judaism, 

teachers and classmates, compassion 

and interest in public service. These 

characteristics of Dr. Weingarten serve 

as a goal for all young people to emu-

late. His parents, Felicia Weingarten 

and Leon Weingarten of blessed mem-

ory, sponsor this award. Those students 

will receive their awards during services 

on April 24. 

 

Grade 5: Macy Alexander 

Grade 6: Brandon Krisko 

Grade 7: Jamie Oskey 

Grade 8:  Bailey Alexander 

Grade 9:  William Zien 

 

THE JASON ANDLER AWARD is given 

annually to an outstanding young  

person going to Israel. Jason was a 

leader in the Jewish community through 

significant involvement in Jewish youth 

and artistic activities. The synagogueõs 

Scholarship Committee, chaired by Paul 

Schanfield, is pleased to announce that 

this yearõs awardee is Bayley Taple, 

daughter of Robin Taple and Loren  

Taple. Bayley is attending the USY  

Poland/Israel program this summer. 

Jasonõs parents Mary and Bill and his 

sister Susie established this special 

award. It will be given during services  

on April 24 . 

 

CAN YOU HELP??  Please remember our 

scholarship funds when honoring a life 

cycle event, or sending condolences in 

the case of a death. Through your gen-

erosity, children who would not other-

wise be able to attend Jewish summer 

camps are able to participate in life-

altering Jewish experiences. Call our 

synagogue office to send donation 

cards! 

 

TODAH RABAHé to Purim Booth Spon-

sors: Tilsner Carton, Wholesale Imprints, 

Peter Wilton Family, Skadron Animal 

Hospital, West River Dental, the Larry 

Solomon, and Yoav Segal families, Twin 

Cities Magic and Costume, the David 

Kuretsky family, Newport Cold Storage, 

Augeomarketing.com, David Gantman 

Financial, Inver Grove Ford, Victory Park-

ing and the Geller Family, Milbern Cloth-

ing and the Bernick Family,  Menõs Club 

and Sisterhood, St. Paul Plumbing and 

Heating, Ernest I. Fink Agency, Bernie 

Schneider, Nancy and Steve Lane  

éto our Purim kitchen helpers Paula 

Schraber, Susie Haim, Barb Weil;  

Co-chairs Sara Gotlieb, Lauren Oskey, 

Tracy and Dustin Trusedell, and Sophie 

Gotlieb. 

 

We appreciate all of the support that 

the Temple community continues to 

show for our Purim Carnival. It is won-

derful to see our families participating 

in this fun tradition. 

  

 

Important Dates to Remember 

 

April 4 Siddurim Given to 5th Graders 

 5 Bõnai Mitzvah meeting for 

  5th, 6th, 7th grade families 

 8 1st Seder 

  NO SCHOOL 

 9 2nd Seder 

 11 NO SCHOOL 

 12 NO SCHOOL 

 15 NO SCHOOL 

 24 Weingarten Awards 

  Andler  Award 

 26 ISRAEL festival for everyone  

Aaron Liebo ñ Youth Director 

aaronliebo@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 


