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Entire Membership Welcome  

Annual Menõs Club Picnic 

Sunday, August 9, 2009  

The time is fast approaching for the  

Annual Temple of Aaron Summer 

Family Picnic and BBQ sponsored by 

the Menõs Club. We will once again 

be serving up freshly grilled ham-

burgers, hot dogs, Boca Burgers, and 

all the fixings from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

on Sunday, August 9. We will gather 

in the north parking lot, rain or shine, 

with indoor seating available in case 

of rain. 
 

The cost will be $10 for adult Menõs 

Club members, $12 for adult non-

members, and $7.50 for children 12 

and under, with a family maximum of 

$35. There will be no charge for chil-

dren under 5 years old. 
 

We look forward to sharing this great 

day with you and your families! 
 

If you are interested in this event or 

any other aspect of Menõs Club, 

please feel free to call me at (651) 

452-4465 if you have any questions. 
 

BõShalom, 

ñ Terry R. Zien,  President-Temple of   

    Aaron Menõs Club 

Annual Pancake Breakfast  

for Entire Membership  

Featured Sept. 13, 2009!  

Sunday, 8:30 -10:00AM   
Come enjoy a bagel and menõs club 

flipped pancakes, schmooze with 

friends old and new, meet the  

teachers, as we kick off the begin-

ning of our 2009-2010 school year!!   

Watch for more details! 

Previous Confirmation Class visits Ellis Island. 

Come join the Jewish Professionalsõ 

Business Networking Group, open to 

those between the inclusive ages of 30 

to 50. The purpose is to introduce Jewish 

business people and entrepreneurs to 

one another with the goal of creating 

leads and referrals to help grow your 

business. At each monthly meeting, each 

attendee will be allowed time to intro-

duce him/herself and his/her business 

and socialize over light snacks and  

refreshments. In addition, the group will 

attract various speakers, who will speak 

on various business-related topics.  
 

The group will meet the second Thursday 

of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Tem-

ple of Aaron, located at 616 S. Missis-

sippi River Blvd, St. Paul, MN 55116, 

with the first meeting,  August 13, 2009, 

at 6:30 p.m. The annual fee to be a 

member of the group is $50.00. Mem-

bership is open to Temple of Aaron mem-

bers AND non-members. The only re-

quirements are that you are Jewish and 

employed.  
 

You are encouraged to bring business 

cards and/or promotional items that 

youõd like to exchange with fellow atten-

dees. Please RSVP to Norman Taple of 

Gurstel, Staloch & Chargo, P.A. at 612-

710-5804 or Lisa Stein of the Temple of 

Aaron at lisastein@templeofaaron.org or 

651-698-8874 extension 104.  
 

ñ Lisa Stein, Program Manager 

Monthly Jewish Professionalsõ Business Networking Group 

Meeting Hosted by the Temple of Aaron  

August 13, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.   

 

Noshing on Noodles  

for October 7, 2009  
 

Noodles and Company on Ford 

Parkway in Highland Park will be 

holding a fundraiser for the Rabbi 

Bernard S. Raskas Religious 

School/Rossy & Richard Shaller 

Hebrew School. Noodles will donate 

25 percent of total sales between 

the hours of 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm, 

on October 7th, 2009. We will use 

the donation to increase our tuition 

assistance funds and continue up-

grading our instructional materials.  
 

More information, including a  

necessary coupon, will be available 

soon, and check our website, 

www.templeofaaron.org 

Centennial Plans:  

Launch Event:  Sept. 20, 2009 

Community Service Day:  Nov. 15, õ09 

Game Night:  Jan. 30, 2010             

Festival:  May 2, 2010 

Time Capsule:  Oct. 10, 2010 

More Excitement Being Planned! 



Students at the Center  
Each year that I have served at the  

Temple of Aaron, I have spent numerous 

hours in the classrooms of our religious 

school, answering studentsõ questions 

during an òAsk the Rabbió session. And 

each year, I am impressed with the  

quality of questions and the thirst that 

our students have for learning about 

their Judaism. 
 

It is with this in mind that I want to share 

with you some adjustments to the struc-

ture and personnel of the religious 

school and youth department. Our goal 

has always been to have a school and 

youth program that puts our children at 

the center. We want to graduate our 

students with a strong, positive Jewish 

identity, and we want them to have the 

knowledge they need to be active lead-

ers and participants of a Jewish commu-

nity as they become Jewish adults. 
 

To achieve these goals, we have taken 

steps in several directions. 
 

Resources and Goals 

During the summer, we began the  

second year of improving our school by 

increasing the resources we offer teach-

ers, and clarifying what we want each 

student to learn. Last year we focused 

on the elementary grades (K through 4) 

and this year we are working on the 

challenges of grades 5 through confir-

mation. We have built on the curriculum 

that has been in place (with some modi-

fications) since the Temple of Aaron 

religious school began, with the goal of 

creating explicit, measurable goals for 

each and every class. We are building 

on the work of the Education Commit-

tee, who spent a lot of time over this 

past year discussing the curriculum and 

making classroom observations. In  

addition, they conducted a focus group 

with Sunday School teaching assistants, 

and created, distributed, and evaluated, 

a detailed parent survey. This is our 

foundation as we, in the words of one of 

our master teachers, strive to òEngage, 

Excite and Educate.ó 

 

As dedicated members of the congrega-

tion, our teachers, with their expertise 

and energy, are essential to the success 

of our school. We are proud that so 

many teachers will be returning again 

this year. They continue to be integral to 

this ongoing process, and central to 

evaluating it this year as we put it into 

practice. Every educator knows it is  

extremely difficult to work with students 

on a part-time basis because there is 

little continuity. Our teachers go above 

and beyond their basic tasks to add  

continuity to help our students develop 

a love for Judaism. 
 

To assist them, we are creating a  

detailed tool kit (in the form of a three 

ring binder) for every class, laying out 

the information each student should 

grasp before they leave their class at 

the end of the curriculum year. Along 

with specific goals, the resource book 

will provide many creative suggestions 

for the teachers to implement in their 

classroom. This will allow teachers to 

match lessons to the individual needs  

of different classes, while at the same 

time, maintaining overall consistency for 

what is being taught. In addition,  

parents will know precisely what their 

children are learning each year. 
 

We will introduce and explain these re-

sources and goals, in detail, at an open-

ing assembly on the first day of Sunday 

School on September 13th. We will also 

have examples of the resource books 

available. In addition, the curriculum 

summary will be available to download 

from the Temple of Aaron website. 
 

Staff Changes 

This work combines the efforts of a 

number of people. I have been working 

closely with our current Directors of 

Youth Services, Wendy Goodman and 

Jodi Saltzman. We have a shared vision 

of the school with students at the cen-

ter, and a deep commitment to ensuring 

that the education is authentic, practical 

and enjoyable. 
 

We have asked Temple member Wendy 

Hemingway to join our staff as a third 

Director of Youth Services. She will  

focus on the detailed work of explaining 

my goals for the curriculum and creating 

resource books for the teachers. Wendy 

Hemingway brings a deep knowledge of 

Judaism, along with several years of 

experience building the curriculum for 

Bet Shalom Congregation in Minnea-

polis. She is working closely with Wendy 

Goodman and Jodi Saltzman, and is 

assisted by the deep knowledge of our 

Ritual Coordinator, Larry Eisenstadt. I 

am integrally involved leading this team. 

By having three Directors of Youth  

Services, each with specific responsibili-

ties, we provide an experienced, flexible 

team that is able to keep the students 

at the center of our efforts. 
 

We have also hired Wendy Hemingway 

to take over the responsibilities of Youth 

Director as part of her specific responsi-

bilities as one of our Directors of Youth 

Services. By filling these two positions 

with one, full time person, we will be 

able to better integrate the formal and 

informal education of our youth. Wendy 

Hemingway will be able to apply what 

our youth are learning in the classroom 

and translate that into social and so-

cially significant functions and activities. 

She will bring energy, creativity and con-

sistency to the position. 
 

Implementing this new model of a fully 

integrated education and youth depart-

ment, Aaron Liebo, our part-time Youth 

Director, will be leaving the staff. I want 

to thank him publicly for all of his hard 

work and creativity. His caring about the 

students was evident from his work, and 

his willingness to engage and challenge 

the students was much appreciated. We 

wish him great success as he continues 

his primary full-time job as an English 

Teacher at Minnesota Transitions Char-

ter School, and hope to continue to see 

him as an active member at the Temple 

of Aaron. 
 

Taken together, these changes to the 

staff and structure of the school will 

help us better meet the social and  

educational needs of all of our students. 

They will enable the Rabbi Bernard S. 

Raskas Religious School, and the Rossy 

and Richard Shaller Hebrew School to 

continue putting students at the center. 

From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
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Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

 

AUGUST WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 5 Julie and Steve Sander 

 15  Diane and Martin Greenberger  

 15 Betsy and Barry Birnberg  

 25 Sharon Schwartz  

  & David Polansky  

 30 Anna and Vladimir Kladnitsky 

 30 Lori and Matt Bellin  

 35 Linda and Allen Ward  

 40 Marilyn and Larry Barenbaum 

 45 Susan and Gary Bloom 

 51 Ruta and Mikhail Fradkin  

53  Nancy and Stan Skadron 

53  Shirley and Ron Goldman 

54  Ryv and Bill Tilsner 

54  Jan and Sherm Ringer 

54  Sis and Ron Goren 

54  Georgia and Jerry Fishman  

 57  Annette and Milton Zien  

 58  Malka and Ernie Goodman  

 60  Marilyn and Mel Warren  

 61  Barbara and Fred Hirsekorn  

62  Roza and Motel Vinokur  

I wish to share with you a letter I re-

ceived from one of my students. I am so 

fortunate to have the ability to teach one

-on-one here at Temple of Aaron. My wall 

is filled of so many thoughts and wishes 

from students and parents from over the 

past 20 years. From time to time, there 

is one that catches my eye. I am so 

touched by this letter that I wanted to 

share it with you, my congregation. 

 

Dear Cantor Kowitz,  

Words cannot describe the helpful and 

amazing affect you have had on me. 

My bat-mitzvah experience would not 

have been the same without you.  

Coming to your lessons were always 

fun and something I looked forward to. 

No, not the learning part that is but the 

fun part. In your office, you have tons 

of silly toys that made the lessons 

much more fun. I would look forward to 

the end of the lesson too, hoping to get 

a Jolly Rancher which usually I didnõt.  

I guess that is a good thing because if  

I had one at every lesson I would have 

turned into a fatty. But the days I got 

them I loved the lesson even more. My 

brother would occasionally come to my 

lessons which I didnõt like. You would 

be playing catch with him having fun 

trying to distract me throwing it in front 

of my face as I would be singing. You 

are so energetic and lively whenever I 

see you and having a great sense of 

humor that makes everything ten times 

more fun. In particular my bat-mitzvah 

preparation was challenging, but with 

you it wasnõt as bad because you 

made it fun and entertaining.  

 

You go girl! Those were the words I 

heard and saw constantly on my  

papers as well as sing loud! You set 

the standards high for me and told me 

that I had to be better than Jessi 

(which wasnõt hard) and when the time 

comes for Max, not to let him be better 

than me. I am competitive and didnõt 

want to lose. But this is a different 

story. I absolutely hated going to les-

sons to sing. You encouraged me and 

gave me confidence. As you know, I 

was a difficult student and hated to 

sing and be loud. You know I am loud 

and a hyper child but when it came to 

this, no. I always heard from you that 

you would be by my side at all times 

and wonõt let me down. I would be so 

nervous but you popped me out of my 

shellé eventually. In the beginning of 

my learning, you made me make a 

promise and agreement which I stuck 

to and achieved. When the big day 

came, I was so nervous I canõt even 

explain. I remember you said you 

would always be by my side to help. 

Well, you were and I felt pretty confi-

dent throughout the service until you 

went just a few feet away to get your 

water. Right as you stepped away from 

me, I did mess up and I turned to you 

in the middle of my service asking if I 

could restart that part. So bottom of 

the line is that you truly helped me and 

stayed by my side, and as you can see 

from that little mess up that I couldnõt 

have done it without you. Thank you!  

 

At Temple, you are Cantor Mitchell  

Kowitz and the one directing everyone 

and making them laugh. Out of temple 

you are the coolest dad. I love hanging 

out with Shelly and having sleepovers 

at your house with her. But you being 

there is a plus. I remember one time at 

your house with Ashley, Emily, Shelly, 

Linda, and me. Oh my. It was crazy and 

out of control. By the way, sorry for 

throwing whip cream in your face. We 

had a bonfire and were running around 

with big sticks on fire. It was so much 

fun and you being there made it even 

more fun. You always are giving me 

tips and goals of how to help others. 

Shelly, Rachel Haim, and I have an 

adopted grandpa, Phillip, as you know. 

Several times you have offered to bring 

us to the Shalom Home to help and do 

a good deed. I love and thank you for 

always willing to help others. I honestly 

donõt know what I would have done 

without you at the time of my bat-

mitzvah. Always being by my side gave 

me more confidence.  Thank you for all 

you have done, and without you I donõt 

know how I would have been able to 

get through. 

 

Yours truly, 

Rach 
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 Department of  Youth Services 

Letõs explore our fun, social program-

ming for our synagogue youth ñ which 

group is for which age group as well as 

the activities for each age group.  
 

1) We begin with the 3rd and 4th grad-

ers. Their group is called Chalutzim and  

gets together a couple times per year, 

usually includes a Shabbaton in the 

spring, as a 1-night sleep-over at the 

synagogue. Occasionally they are  

included in 5th and 6th grade  

programming.  
 

This group gives the young children a 

taste of programming to come. The  

programs are Sunday afternoon or  

Saturday night.  
 

2) 5th and 6th graders are òmembersó 

of our Bõresheet programming. They  

normally get together once a month for 

social activities (Just Jump, Corn Maze, 

Grand Slam, to name a few) and they 

attend whole synagogue activities when 

they are scheduled (Valley Fair, Twins 

Game, Water Park). Programs are  

Sunday afternoon or Saturday night. 

Bõresheet feeds into our 7th and 8th 

grade programming, called Kadima.  
 

3) Kadima is the group which provides 

the programs for the 7th and 8th grad-

ers, and it lays the ground work for  

becoming USY-ers. There is an elected 

USY vice president to help with their  

activities (Vice President Membership 

Kadima). There is an annual fee of $20, 

which is sent to the national office to 

help operate local, regional and national 

events. Every child who has celebrated 

their Bar/Bat Mitzvah receives a free 

year of Kadima dues beginning with their 

Bar or Bat Mitzvah. Kadima is part of  

a national program in which about 750  

conservative synagogues across the  

country participate.  
 

4) USY is the 9th through 12th grade 

program. This is a well-rounded program, 

which includes fun social events, social 

justice, creative arts, leadership skills 

development and some fundraising. 

They have an elected board of officers 

who are deeply involved in the program-

ming for USY and Kadima. There is an 

annual fee charged of $40.00, and it 

also offsets some of the regional and 

national costs. USY is a national program 

and each synagogue has local events, 

regional events, national events and 

international events. USY provides a 

wide range of options to keep a large 

percentage of people engaged.  
 

5) For our successful youth program, the 

general membership of the congregation 

provides funds for the foundation of the 

group while those attending events pay 

the direct costs. The synagogue pays the 

transportation for each event, keeping 

the costs down and therefore, more  

affordable for families. 
 

6) One key part of making the program 

work well for the past 50 years and mak-

ing needed improvements year after 

year is the active participation of parents 

on our Youth Committee. Jim Berg and 

Lisa Lerman are the chair people. They 

welcome your ideas and willingness to 

serve on the committee or help with indi-

vidual programs.  
 

7) We have a person who oversees the 

entire youth program. We also have  

program advisors who help staff and 

mentor active members and join in on 

various programs. Clergy provide peri-

odic ideas on making programming  

more meaningful and fun.   
 

As always, please feel free to call one of 

us with any questions.  
 

ñ Wendy Goodman, Jodi Saltzman  

    & Wendy Hemingway,  

    Directors of Youth Services  

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

Relive The Dream:  

Herzl Alumni Camp  
Herzl Camp in Webster, Wisconsin is 

welcoming over 60 years of campers 

and staff back to Herzl August 7-9.  

Former Herzl campers and staff (and 

guests) will re-experience Shabbat 

at Herzl during the first-ever Alumni 

Camp. 
 

Register to òRelive the Dreamó  

at Alumni Camp online at: 

 www.herzlcamp.org  

or request an application by  

calling 952.927.4002.  
 

Bunking options: Attendees can 

choose to be assigned a cabin, or 

groups of 10-14 can choose to rent 

a cabin. Air conditioned bunking 

options are available. Registration 

fees start at $120/person.  
 

For more information contact: 

alumni@herzlcamp.org.  

Jodi Saltzman,  

Director of Youth Services 

jodisaltzman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 103 

Wendy Hemingway,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendyhemingway@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 


