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Rabbi Alan and Rebecca Shavit-Lonstein 

are pleased to invite the entire  

Temple of Aaron congregation  

to celebrate their son 

Noahõs Bar Mitzvah  

Saturday, January 10, 2009.  

ñ 
Join us for a Kiddush Luncheon 

following services.   

Friday Night services are at 8 p.m. 

followed by an Oneg Shabbat.  

  

Dynamic Hanukah Party For Everyone Starts at 

10:00am on Sunday, December 14, 2008  

Å Musical spectacular at 10:00am Å 

Å  Elementary students amaze us in sanctuary  Å  

Å  Games, prizes and food for everyone in our community at 10:30  Å 

Å  Menorah Contest welcomes all artists. Prizes for all entries  Å 

Å  Bring tzedakah for free admission  Å 

Å  We are collecting jackets, hats, mittens, gloves, and food  Å 

for needy children in our community 

Å  Invite friends, family and neighbors  Å  
ñ This spectacular morning event is sponsored by the David A. Berg Family Endowment Fund. ñ 

THE NEW SHOLOM HOME 

NEEDS YOU!!!  
In a few short months (Feb 2009!), 

Sholom Home East will be our 

neighbor, opening their doors to the 

new facility on W. 7th Street adjacent 

to Highland Park! This new nursing 

home is seeking volunteers and  

hoping Temple of Aaron can help!  

Volunteers are needed for a variety of 

programs and assistance! If you have 

time, a talent, whether it be once a 

year, once a month or more, please 

contact Jim McDonald, Sholomõs  

V o l u n t e e r  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  a t  

651.637.0287. Watch the bulletin for 

a complete list of opportunities. 



From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
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Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Year of Connections Begins  
On the first day of Rosh Hashanah this 

year, I took some time out of the service 

to speak about the many different affin-

ity groups (or circles of community) that 

our members fit into at the Temple of 

Aaron. I hoped to demonstrate the way 

we are all connected by throwing 

streamers all around the sanctuary, 

connecting members with one another. 

 

I also spoke of my goal to make the  

time between now and the next High 

Holydays, a Year of Connections, where 

the Temple provides multiple avenues 

for each member to connect with their 

Judaism, with their friends and family, 

and with themselves. By drawing and 

improving these connections, we take 

full advantage of the diversity of our 

congregation, which not only strength-

ens our community, but the entire  

Jewish people.  

 

We are already off to a strong start,  

with programs, classes and worship  

that reach into many of our circles, and  

connect with a variety of our members. 

Let us explore just a few of them.  

 

On Sunday October 26th, the Inver Hills 

Community Orchestra joined our Temple 

of Aaron choir and Hazzan Mitchell  

Kowitz for an energetic afternoon of 

tunes from Hollywood. The sanctuary 

welcomed appreciative music lovers, 

from both within and without the con-

gregation. The synagogue was filled with 

joyous music, excited energy, and was 

proudly represented. It reminded us of 

the important role that the Temple of 

Aaron plays as a part of the culture of 

St. Paul.  

 

Equal energy was present at the annual 

Menõs Club Bonfire after Shabbat ended 

on November 1st. Following the tradi-

tion common in Israel of building fires 

on the beach to celebrate both holidays 

and weddings, the Menõs Club spon-

sored a bonfire to celebrate the end of 

summer. Men, women and many chil-

dren showed up to sing, eat smores, 

drink hot apple cider and share stories 

around the flames. Events like this dem-

onstrate that the Temple is also a place 

for gathering together in joy even out-

side of formal worship and study. 

Not that worship and study arenõt impor-

tant. Indeed, over the past few months, 

there have been changes already in the 

format and tone of prayer at the Temple 

of Aaron, that have been directly  

inspired by the work of the strategic 

planning process. Erev Shabbat Live, 

the twice monthly, musical service wel-

coming the start of Shabbat, has been 

unplugged. By removing the amplifica-

tion, more space has been created for 

congregational participation. This softer, 

more subtle approach also emphasizes 

the meditative nature of the Friday night 

service, and appeals to both regular 

attendees at services, and those new  

to the experience.  

 

More subtle changes have been made 

to the Saturday Morning Shabbat ser-

vice as well. We are pausing frequently 

during the service to explore the mean-

ing of the prayers and the underlying 

Jewish values they support. The goal 

has been simple, to make the prayer 

experience more accessible and more 

meaningful to everyone who attends.  

In addition, the parentsõ role has been 

modified during the Bar and Bat Mitz-

vah ceremonies, so as to make sure 

that non-Jewish parents are able to  

participate as fully as possible. We have 

added to our Friday night celebrations 

occasional potluck dinners, and  

extended sit down kiddushes on  

some Saturdays.  

 

Full participation was also the goal of 

our Simhat Torah Celebration on Octo-

ber 21st, which we combined with our 

Consecration ceremony for our youngest 

religious school students. We had the 

opportunity to open up the entire Torah 

so that all could approach it and see it 

up close. This left students with a pow-

erful connection to our ancient tradition, 

and understanding of it as an invaluable 

inheritance.  

 

On October 24th, the synagogue hon-

ored member Morrie Katz as the first 

recipient of the Ner Tamid Award. This 

recognition of the important contribu-

tion that volunteers make to the Temple 

comes directly from the work of our 

Strategic Planning process, and was 

directed by Ritual Coordinator Larry 

Eisenstadt. It is part of the larger effort 

to make sure that we honor each mem-

berõs gifts, and honor the work they do 

on behalf of the Temple.   

 

We have also embarked on an ambi-

tious new direction for Adult Education 

at the Temple. On November 5th we 

started an exciting series of classes to 

augment our standard offerings. We 

continue to hold our most popular of 

classes: Hebrew, Bible, Coffee with 

Rashi and Fundamentals of Judaism. 

We have added classes taught by well-

known professors from around the Twin 

Cities on topics such as: Exotic Jewish 

Communities, and Synagogues through 

the Ages.  

 

This abundance of programs and wor-

ship services demonstrates the depth 

and breadth of Temple of Aaron mem-

bers. They touched many groups within 

our community. In the year ahead, we 

look forward to many additional pro-

grams. As I did during the Rosh Hasha-

nah, I would like to again invite you to 

participate in the rich variety of offerings 

the synagogue has; and to help suggest 

and develop programs and areas that 

you feel we are still missing. Together, 

we can build the sacred web of connec-

tions that will improve our community, 

and deepen our connections to our  

Judaism and to ourselves.  
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

Time Does Make a Difference  
As I reflect upon our successful High Holydays, I am excited and energized about 

our future at Temple of Aaron. I was most impressed with the way 32 Torah Read-

ers, both teenagers and adults, read on the holydays of Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret 

and Simhat Torah. This led us into a big celebration of over 400 people at our  

concert on Sunday, October the 26th with the Inver Hills Symphonic Band. We have 

so much to take pride in at the Temple. There is a new buzz in the air again. We are 

once again on the road to being a true warm and inviting temple with top-notch  

programming, charismatic caring clergy and professional leadership.   

 

As I reflect on my 20 years here at the Temple, I was drawn to look at the upcoming 

list for the Bõnai Mitzvah class of 2009. Since my arrival in 1988, Iõve averaged 25 

students per year for intense, fun, one-on-one training. I did the math and was 

blown away. My, how time has passed quickly. I take great joy in being able to, not 

only serve as your Hazzan, but to have impacted the lives of so many teenagers.  

I hope and pray that I have made a difference in their lives by showing them that 

Judaism is not only a joyous and passionate experience, but to speak the words of 

my own children, òJudaism can be really cool.ó   

 

When I was a little kid in Jacksonville, Florida, I was Jr. Congregational Leader at 12 

years old. There was something exciting to me about the melodies and chanting our 

liturgy. I came home one day and told my mom and dad that I thought that Judaism 

was really cool. They asked me why I felt so. I told them because it is filled with so 

many fun melodies and prayers. I still feel this way. I am committed to being able to 

continue for another 20 years, God willing, so that I can reach a point in my life 

where I feel that my time in this career has truly made a difference.   

 

I feel very lucky and privileged to be at the Temple of Aaron. We are a very special 

synagogue filled with dedicated leadership and the best congregation in the coun-

try. May we go from strength to strength as we are planning our celebration for our 

100th year anniversary in 2010. Thank you for letting me serve you. Thank you for 

letting me be me. 

 

DECEMBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 5 Aviva Abosch and  

  Joseph Dowd  
 

 20 Marianna Dobkina and  

  Felix Blyakher  
 

 25 Sandy and Joe Wolkowicz  
 

 30 Wendy and Steve Baldinger  
 

 30 Laurie and Lee Kamman  
 

 35 Candy and Mike Malinoff  
 

 35 Linda and Larry Eisenstadt  
 

 51 Joanie and Alan Levey  
 

 52 Honey and Larry Zelle  
 

 55 Evelyn and Mel Kamin  
 

 61 Esther and Marty Capp 
 

 61 Ann and Hersh Specktor  
 

 62   Amy and George Sitkoff  

Cemetery Planning Saves 

Family Stress  
Contact Executive Director Ken Agran-

off, 651-698-8874 x106, to schedule a 

15-minute meeting to review options, 

locations and financial information. 

Flower planting can be endowed  

forever by creating a fund for $2,000. 

Torah Readers/  

Golden Kepah  
 

We are so grateful to have so many 

talented Torah readers in our syna-

gogue. Both teenagers and adults par-

ticipated during the holydays of Sukkot, 

Shemini Atzeret and Simhat Torah.  

It is so rewarding to see so many peo-

ple bring their skills to life as each and 

every one of them are going for their 

Golden Kepah Torah reading award.   

 

The following students read on first day 

of Sukkot: Sophie Gotlieb who received 

her Golden Kepah on this date, Andy 

Bernick, Ellie Rosenthal, Lucy Witchell 

and Devin Werthauser. 

 

The following students read on the  

second day of Sukkot: Isaac Specktor, 

Gilad Segal, Rachel Lerman, Samantha 

Saltzman, Paulina Marell and Ezra 

Strohm. 

 

The following students read for the 

intermediate Shabbat Sukkot: Bailey 

Alexander, Abe Clark, Ashley Wilton, 

Michael Kowitz, Shelly Kowitz, Sophie 

Kaye, Danny Axelrod and Tess  

Kaufman.   

 

The following students read for 

Shemini Atzeret: Joe Lane, Max  

Lowenthal, Dylan Norgard and  

Michael Rutzick. 

 

The following adults read for Simhat 

Torah: Elaine Adelman, Linda Kowitz, 

Nancy Lane, Terry Troutner, Sue  

Rosner, Cheryl Bier and Catherine 

Wheaton. 

 

We are so blessed to have so much 

involvement from so many talented 

individuals as we have here at Temple 

of Aaron. They bring great pride, not 

only to Temple of Aaron, but to Judaism 

itself. 



Brenda Straus; Shabbatonim by Sherman 

and Lois Devitt; Special Speakers by Nancy 

and Dr. Stephen Lane and Polly and Michael 

Saxon. 

To explore options, contact Executive  

Director Ken Agranoff (651)698-8874 or  

kenagranoff@templeofaaron.org.  

The month of NOVEMBER brought days of 

fun of being together ð 5th and 6th grade 

shabbaton, Special Personõs day during  

Sunday School,  everyone in the school 

made Challah, visits to the Sholom Home by 

the seventh and eighth graders. We had two 

extremely successful Bõresheet events under 

the leadership of Mark Divine ð the kids 

went bowling after lunch one Sunday and 

were able to go to Grand Slam later in the 

month!  USYers and Kadimaniks went apple 

picking in Afton; Tryouts for the play were 

held mid-month, and rehearsals began in 

earnest. 

FAVORITE PLACE TO VISIT FOR OUR  

STUDENTS!! Each school year brings  

frequent visits for our students to visit with 

the residents of Sholom East ð some with 

more regularity than others. Our seventh 

grade Hebrew School class visits monthly 

and reaps the rewards of developing rela-

tionships with special people there. Our  

entire Elementary Department will visit on 

January 25th, leading services, singing 

songs, sharing snacks and distributing gifts 

that they made in Art for the residents.   

The 8th grade visited in October and will do 

so again in December. We always wish for 

our students to develop meaningful relation-

ships with the residents.  A perfect example 

is the following story:  four of our students 

became friendly with our member Philip 

Rothenberg, a new resident of Sholom East.  

Rachel Haim, Rachel Lerman, Shelly Kowitz 

and Emmy Saxon òadoptedó Mr. Rothenberg 

ð they bought decorations for his room, 

knick-knacks for his shelves, light-hearted 
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 Department of  Youth Services 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

INVEST IN OUR FUTURE 
We have steadily strengthened the Rabbi 

Bernard S. Raskas Religious School over the 

past ten years. Dedicated faculty and staff, 

parents and an active Jewish education com-

mittee have worked hard to improve numer-

ous aspects of the studentsõ educational 

experiences. 

Tuition paid by the families of students  

covers the majority of educational costs.  

For decades, the general congregation has 

supported the educational options through 

monthly dues payments. The third area of 

financial support for our students is the  

special endowment gift. 

Families have made gifts (bequests in wills, 

cash, stock, and life insurance) to help pay 

faculty in numerous grade endowments.  

Opportunities still exist for three Sunday  

faculty positions and six Wednesday faculty 

positions. Our students are fortunate to have 

their education enhanced by the generosity 

of our synagogue families.   

We are grateful to the following families for 

helping make Jewish education special and 

affordable for future generations: Hebrew 

School by Rossy and Richard Shaller; Toddler 

Program in memory of Samuel Tanner and 

Gertrude Rabinovitz by Marvell and Stanley 

Ginsburg; Kindergarten by Alvin and Judith 

Brown; 1st Grade by Sherman and Ruth 

Gordon; 2nd Grade in memory of Sam Gold-

berger by Howard and Debbie Goldberger 

and Family; 3rd Grade by Richard and Rossy 

Shaller; 5th Grade in memory of his Family  

by Dr. Henry Oselka; 6th Grade by Jackie  

Bregman; 7th Grade in memory of Angie and 

James H. Moore; 9th Grade by Jack and 

Molly Handelman; Confirmation in memory 

of Leonora Greenberg by Dean and Marilyn 

Greenberg, Steven Greenberg, Robert and 

Ellenjoy Fields; Arts and Crafts in memory of 

Joyce Tilsen by Robert Tilsen; Music by Louis 

and Dr. Lydia Schaffer; Drug Education in 

memory of Bradley Straus by Tony and 

Aaron Liebo ñ Youth Director 

aaronliebo@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

movies to watch and enjoy!  We always hope  

that relationships will grow for both the kids 

and the residents as it can only enrich the 

lives of all. We are very proud of our 8th 

graders and hope that the enrichment they 

feel will be the same for Mr. Rothenberg. 

HEBREW SCHOOL CONFERENCES will be 

held on January 21st beginning at 4pm.  

Classes will not be held that afternoon and 

parents are asked to sign up for times with 

their childrenõs teachers. We are continuing 

to build real communication between our 

parents and our teachers, and have seen 

that conferences are positive and productive. 

Sign up sheets are being mailed to families. 

USY PLAY GETS OFF TO A GREAT START!   

USYõers are having a grand old time practic-

ing for òANYTHING GOESó ð always a family 

favorite!  They are working hard but together,  

loving the tap dancing and uplifting songs!! 

PERFORMANCES ARE: February 5, 7, and 8 

at the synagogue. Cost is $8/regular admis-

sion and $5 for every child/student/senior.  

Special this year is a parent ticket special: 

$15.00 for all three performances. 

PARENTS FORMING BONDS WITH EACH 

OTHER as we hold our òget to know youó 

sessions. We will share ice breaker games, 

life learning experiences, and enjoy getting  

to know you as other parents in our kidsõ 

classes. The 3rd and 4th grade parents will 

meet on December 7, 10-11:30 in the Belzer 

Room; 1st and 2nd  grade parents on Febru-

ary 1 and 5th graders on March 1 also in the 

Belzer Room. We hope that by introducing 

you to other parents in the appropriate class 

you will begin to feel the familiarity and com-

fort that we are all about. Call Wendy Good-

man with any questions! 


