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Rabbi Alan and Rebecca Shavit.onstein
are pleased to invite the entire Temple of Aaron
congregation to celebrate their son
Noaho6s Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, January 10, 20009.
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Join us for a Kiddush Luncheon following services.
Friday Night services are at 8 p.m. followed by an Oneg Shabbat.
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Educating our Future

It happens more often than not. On a
Wednesday evening, after mincha/
maariv services, a Temple of Aaron
member will approach me and com-
ment on how bustling and busy the
synagogue building is. It is filled with

so many students and their parents
taking part in the Temple of Aaron
Religious School. Members who encoun-
ter this first hand, even those without
students in the school, deservedly feel a
great sense of pride. There is much to
be proud of in our religious school.

Each Wednesday afternoon and Sunday
morning, members arrive at the syna-
gogue to teach our students. These
committed teachers bring a wide range
of knowledge to the classroom. Many
are professional teachers, others bring
insights from a diversity of careers to
our students. The energy and excite-
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As you can see by these questions,
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school is a strong and essential part

of

be proud of. The kids who attend are

e Temple of Aaron religious/hebrew
P ¢ Rabbi Alan Shavit.onstein

the synagogue, and one we can all
651-698-8874, ext. 111

not each our children, they are all
our future.

ment they represent is invaluable to
engage students in the facts and facets
of our tradition, especially after a full
GD\ RI "'UHJXODU VFKRRO

Our teachers are guided by a curriculum
that is relevant to the students and their
families. While covering a diversity of
topics, including Jewish traditions,
history, holidays and Hebrew, the under-
lying goal is to always provide relevant
lessons that build upon one another,
ensuring what they learn in the class-
room enables them to grow into Jews
who are both engaged and knowledge-
able.

This entire process would be impossible
without the strong leadership of our
Education Director, Wendy Goodman.
She guides teachers through the estab-
lished curriculum, while bringing them
innovative ideas to extend the lessons
outside of the classroom. Her deep
knowledge of the entire Temple of
Aaron family is invaluable in helping
each student flourish.

All of these elements combine to create
inquisitive students. The facts students
learn are important to any education,
but when it comes to a Jewish educa-
tion, it is equally important that they
ask good questions. | learn a great deal
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What do |
By Jan Phillips

J)LUVW WKHUH LV VKDULQJ ,W:V DERXW VKDUL
WKHUH LV WKH SODLQ IXQ RI WDONLQJ ZLWK RO
souls. We get to provide an attentive listening for a surprisingly wide range of r
actions to the biblical text.
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Then, there is discovery, the joy of mirekpanding vistas. Is this corny? How|
about adjusting to different guidelines for investigating a thing? Interacting with

Rashi over this minor matter of creation, for example, tumbles me upside down.
At

Often, because | stumble over the Hebrew, | cannot even identify for myself wh
the issues are: that Rashi is disturbed by the Torah text that has God separatin
light from darkness. We students drive toward Hubbell Telescope photos of th
Universe, tangling with modern physics or the psychology of creation, where
Rashi wants to grapple with the word play of the text, binding his comment wit
RWKHU SODFHV LQ 7RUDK ZKHUH "VHSDUDWLRQ
WKH DUURJDQFH RI P\ WKRXJKW WKDW 5DVKL FD
does not know Heisenberg or Hubbell. But he can go readily to Isaiah or to th
3VDOPV«DQG PLJKW JHW DV VSHFXODWLYH DV
5DVKL-V GLVFLSOLQH WHDFKHV PRUH
midrash invite continuing discourse: for example, that light cleanly distinct from
darkness may be a proper model for grappling with right being quite distinct fron
wrong. Discourse with Rashi, especially with a group of friends, is about sharir
"JRWFKD  -VEKDOG [/ DK
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Almost every Saturday morning at 8 am before Shabbat Services, a group
Temple of Aaron members get together with Rabbi Shalibnstein to study the
words of the weekly Torah portion, alongside the classical commentary of
medieval wine making rabbi known as Rashi. You are cordially invited to join u
Coffee, tea and hot chocolate are served, and no Hebrew is required. During th
Lunch and Learn on January 17thwe will offer a Taste of Rashi along side a free
lunch. Please contact Rabbi Shawvitonstein for more information.
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rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org
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