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Nancy Lane Is Temple of Aaronõs 41st President 
 

   As Temple of Aaron approaches its 100th  

anniversary we welcome Nancy Lane as our 41st 

President.  Nancy has served on the Temple of 

Aaron Board of Directors for more than 13 

years, the last 8 years as an officer.  She has 

served as chair of the education committee, 

chair of fundraising, as an officer liaison to the 

tri-chairs of the Jubilee, and is a tri-chair of 

LõAtid, our present strategic planning commit-

tee.  She has been active with UJFC, is a  

member of NCJW, Hadassah and Temple of 

Aaron Sisterhood.  Nancy recently celebrated 

her Bat Mitzvah along with Temple of Aaronõs 

2007 Adult Bõnai Mitzvah Class and is working 

towards achieving her Golden Kepah. 

   Nancy has ambitious goals she would like to accomplish during her administra-

tion.  Some of these include:  1)Carrying out our LõAtid (strategic planning) visions by 

putting them into action;  2)Improving communications within Temple of Aaron, with 

our congregation and our community at large; 3)Setting up joint community pro-

gramming for leadership of our neighboring St. Paul and Minneapolis Conservative 

Synagogues; 4)Working on our Synagogueõs financial stability by seeking endow-

ments and continued support from our congregants. 

   Nancy was born and raised in Minneapolis and attended religious school at  

Temple Israel.  She graduated from the University of Minnesota and was employed 

as a supervisor of the fluoroscopy department at St. Paul Ramsey Hospital and as 

Assistant Chief of the X-Ray department at Midway Hospital.  She and her husband, 

Dr. Stephen Lane, were married at Temple of Aaron 31 years ago by Rabbi Raskas.  

Temple of Aaron has played an important role in the lives of their family.  Their three 

children, Molly, Jana and Max all attended the synagogueõs religious school,  

celebrating their Bõnai Mitzvah, and Confirmations, and have been active in tutoring 

and teaching there as well.  Molly and her husband Brent Sorenson are the proud 

parents of Shey, Nancy and Steveõs first grandchild. 

   òMy journey to the Presidency of Temple of Aaron has been such a growing  

experience.  I have many people to thank along the way who have been great  

mentors and influenced my growth as a synagogue leader.  The past and present 

clergy, Temple of Aaron staff, executive committee members and officers with 

whom I have had the pleasure of working over the years are incredibly committed to 

our synagogue.  I would especially like to thank  Past Presidents Stuart Marofsky, 

Steve Baldinger, Gary Swartz, Betty Sue Lipschultz, Phil Kibort and Mark Adelman. 

As with these Past Presidents, it is my aim to make certain that Temple of Aaron 

remains a vital presence in the St. Paul Community.  Our congregants need to  

continue working together to assure that our Synagogue can provide present and 

future generations with strong Jewish values, identity and community.  Together we 

can make this happen.  I look forward to the challenges ahead while serving as your 

President and welcome your thoughts.ó 

Major Change In  

August 31, 2008  

Annual Fundraiser  
 

Speaker Tim Russert 

died suddenly June 

13, 2008, and our 

Annual Fundraiser 

Committee immedi-

ately began working  

on a replacement.  We 

have mailed our con-

dolence letter to the 

Russert family.  We will 

secure a replacement, 

mail invitations, and update the website. 

 

Make your plans now to be at the center 

of all the activity just prior to the start of 

the Republican convention in St. Paul-

Temple of Aaron will be the place to be 

on August 31. Chair people Bruce & Lau-

rie Goldfarb thank all members who 

have already made a pledge to support 

the event.  

 

General seating ticket prices begin at 

$50.00, reserved seating begins at 

$100 and sponsorships are also avail-

able.  Complete ticket prices will be in-

cluded on an invitation, which will be 

mailed to all of our congregants at the 

end of June.    If you would like more 

information right away, please contact 

Ken Agranoff at 651-698-8874.  

 

The event is our annual 2008 fund-

raiser, which means every single dollar 

raised is critical.   Proceeds will benefit 

our religious school financial aid pro-

gram, helping ensure all of our Temple 

of Aaron families can participate in  

Jewish education here at the Temple. 



From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  
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Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

Tradition As . . .  
 

The story is told about a new rabbi who comes to a congregation, and a the first ser-

vice he notices that half the congregation stands up for the shema, and half the peo-

ple sit down for it. At the Kiddush following services, a loud argument breaks out be-

tween those who sit and those who stand. Frustrated, the new rabbi seeks the coun-

cil of the rabbi emeritus, asking: òWhatõs the tradition at this synagogue? Half the 

people stand and half the people sit, and everyone fights about it!ó òTható replies the 

rabbi emeritus òis the tradition here!ó 

 

The word tradition means different things to each of us. For some it is a word of com-

fort, for others it feels like a blunt instrument used to keep us in line. And, when we 

point to something and call it a tradition, there is often disagreement as to both itõs 

origins and level of authority. Do we follow it simply because it is a tradition, or do we 

dismiss it out of hand. In order to better answer these kinds of questions, I want to 

explore three aspects of tradition as I see it.   

 

Tradition as Evolving 
The single most important thing that we must remember about òtraditionó is that it is 

a moving target. What we call tradition has changed over the years adapting to what 

will help each generation to connect to their Judaism. It is not that there are different 

traditions, but that, at different times in our history we can see and understand differ-

ent aspects. We are not to blindly follow a tradition as one would for assembling a 

bookshelf from Ikea. We are to engage the tradition with all our modern sensibilities 

and knowledge, allowing the interaction of them to guide us. 

 

Tradition as Inheritance  
While a bit awkward to say, it may be more accurate to refer to tradition as òOur Jew-

ish Tradition.ó This emphasizes the fact that the tradition is ours, handed down from 

our ancestors, and traceable all the way back to the encounter with God at Mt. Sinai. 

If our family has been Jewish for generations, if we just joined the Jews people last 

month, it is equally ours. At some times of our lives, this can feel like a heavy, confin-

ing burden. At other times it is a comfortable place to return to when we feel lost. In 

the sweep of Jewish history, it is both. No matter how we are relating to it, the essen-

tial key is that we do relate to it. 

 

Our Jewish Tradition calls us òbõnai Yisrael.ó Not just òchildren of Israeló as a literal 

translation would have it, more significantly, those who wrestle with tradition as Jacob 

did with the angel just before he received the name Yisrael. 

 

Tradition as Toolkit 
I am amazed, every time our handyman comes to the house to make a repair, just 

how many tools he brings. While each time he only uses a fraction, he never knows 

just which he will need. Even when the job is clear and simple, it seems that some-

thing always comes up that requires he go to his truck for a different tool. 

 

It is the same with our Jewish life. If we look upon Our Jewish Tradition as a toolkit 

then we can approach it with a variety of needs, and always return with just the right 

tool. If we are in pain, our tradition can help, when we are celebrating, our tradition 

can help, when we seek answers, guidance or connection, our tradition can help. 

 

The Bottom Line 
The thing of it is, it is not so important that we all mean something different when we 

talk about òtradition,ó because Jewish tradition is broad and deep enough to encom-

pass all our meanings. We have at our hands an inexhaustible resource of creativity 

and guidance just waiting for us to claim and to utilize. The Temple of Aaron is here to 

help. Thatõs our tradition. 

NEW START TIMES  

FOR WEEKDAY MORNING MINYAN 

Begin August 1, 2008 
  
In response to many requests for 
weekday morning minyan services not 
to end later than 8:15 a.m., the Ritual 
Committee has agreed to alter daily 
minyan start times to allow time for 
our full service.  On non-Torah reading 
days (usually Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Friday), morning minyan services 
will continue to start at 7:30 a.m. and 
will conclude by 8:15 a.m.  On Torah 
reading days (Monday, Thursday, 
Rosh Hodesh, and Intermediate Days 
of Festivals), morning services will 
NOW start at 7:15 a.m. and will con-
clude by 8:15 a.m.  The new schedule 
will begin on August 1, 2008 and 
we will have an up to date schedule 
of minyan times on the Temple of 
Aaron website 
(www.templeofaaron.org). We hope 
this will help accommodate those who 
need to be at work by 9:00 am. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to 
contact the Temple office. 

http://www.templeofaaron.org
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

Temple of Aaron Food Shelf 

Needs More Consistent Help  
The Sisterhoodõs Food Shelf has been in 

great need of food and money.  Please 

make checks payable to Temple of 

Aaron Sisterhood Food Shelf.  Your  

donation is tax deductible. 

   We also send cards out for all occa-

sions. Contact Marilyn Miller, 1860  

Eagle Ridge Drive #302W, St. Paul, MN 

55118.  Thank you. 

   Co-Chairs Marilyn Miller & Joannie      

Davidson, Treasurer Lorraine Hertz  

Menõs Club  

Menschenings  
 

Giant Picnic Planned  

for Sunday July 27, 2008  
 

Greetings! 

  

This is my first column as president of 

the Temple of Aaron Menõs Club.  I 

would like to thank the Menõs Club for 

giving me this great opportunity, and 

for creating such a strong program on 

which to build the future.  Our next 

event is the 5th Annual Menõs Club 

Picnic to be held on Sunday July 27, 

from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the syna-

gogueõs north lawn (Raskas Road park-

ing lot). 

  

We will feature hamburgers, hot dogs, 

Boca Burgers, beans, chips, grilled 

corn on the cob, watermelon, and a 

variety of cold beverages.  This event 

will take place rain or shine, with the 

Fink Youth Lounge as the rain location.  

All members and their families and 

guests are welcome.  The cost is $10 

per adult and $7.50 for children, with a 

family maximum of $30.  Please watch 

future Temple of Aaron mailings for 

membership information. 

  

BõShalom, 

  

Terry R. Zien 

President 

Temple of Aaron Menõs Club 

Thank you!  
 

Week after week I tutor dozens of students.  Week after week I have final rehearsals 

with parents and Bõnai Mitzvah candidates.  It is an exciting and nervous time filled 

with joy and anticipation.  I almost forgot what it feels like for the Bõnai Mitzvah of my 

children Michael and Shelly I found myself going through the same emotions as I see 

week after week.  Their Bõnai Mitzvah was a significant milestone in their life and also 

in the life of my family.  Linda and I are overjoyed with the success of our children. 

 

We canõt possibly express our gratitude to the congregation for being part of our spe-

cial weekend.  Special mention needs to be recognized for two individuals who 

helped us immensely ð Michelle Konigsburg and Mary Lerman.  Without these two 

individuals, our program and flower arrangements would have never happened.  They 

worked endlessly to help ensure that this weekend was filled with décor and class.  A 

sincere thank you also goes out to Matthew Witchell who at the last minute dropped 

everything to insure that pictures would be part of our program and the Aaronion. 

 

I am so blessed in many ways to have the family that I have and also the loving sup-

port of many congregants.  There were over 40 individuals that helped bake special 

desserts for our weekend.  If you are one of those, Linda and I are forever in your 

debt.  They say it takes a village to raise a child.  Well, when youõre clergy it takes a 

congregation to pull off an event such as this.  This congregation is my family.  And as 

a family goes, I am surrounded by love and support constantly. 

 

We are still emotionally charged from the past weekend and will hold the experience 

deep in our hearts for years to come.  So once again, thank you Temple of Aaron for 

helping to insure that our special weekend was a true success.  Our family could have 

never done this without all of your help, love, concern, and strength.  May all of you 

have a wonderful summer and we look forward to sharing many happy occasions with 

each and every one of you.   ñ Hazzan Mitch & Linda Kowitz 

 

Honor Someone with an  

Inscribed Prayer Book  
It is a great honor for both donor and 

honoree to dedicate a new Daily Prayer 

Book for the Leifman Chapel. 

   Your desired wording will be included 

on a dedicatory book plate affixed to the 

inside front cover of the prayer book. 

   There is a limit of one book per family, 

so more have an opportunity to honor 

someone. 

   Please mail your desired wording and 

check for $36 to the Temple office,  

attention Kathy. 

SUPPORT THE 

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
 

Temple of Aaron members support the 

Ronald McDonald House in its effort to 

provide a "home away from home" for 

families of seriously ill children receiv-

ing treatment at nearby hospitals. Since 

its inception, more than 10 million 

families around the world have bene-

fited from the comfort provided by a 

Ronald McDonald House. 

 

We are excited that we are offering 

brunches the 4th Sunday of each 

month.  Either individuals or groups 

(families ð friends ð clubs ð chavurah 

etc.) may volunteer to participate. 

  

Our brunches will provide a much 

needed and much appreciated respite 

to people who are facing significant 

challenges.  It is a wonderful experi-

ence.  If you (or your group) are inter-

ested in volunteering please call either: 

  

Jaymee Chanen at: 651-698-1183 or  

Richard Diner at: 651-748-0047  

Good Recipes are Always Welcome 



4 

Department of  Youth Services 

We are Basketball  

Champions!  
  

TUSY Basketball wins JOSL Basketball 

Championship.  On Sunday May 18, 

2008  TUSY won 2 games en route to 

winning their first ever JOSL Champion-

ship!!  The team coached by Youth Advi-

sor Mark Divine, went 5-2 in the regular 

season and 3-0 in the playoffs.  The 

season highlights included a huge 70 

point victory over Bõnai Emet, and a 4-

point come from behind (down by 17) 

victory over BBYO!  The Players during 

the season included: Justin Oskey, An-

drew Johnson, Hannah Baldinger, Dan 

Kelman, Elisa Edelstein, Sara Gotlieb, 

Ben Saxon, Jenny Bernick, Jake 

Burstein, Jessica Usem, Asaf Segal, 

Jason Davis, Sam Schraber, Robbie 

Miller and Adam Parritz.  It truly was a 

great season!  

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

YOU CAN HELP WITH CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS  

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR! 
 

The Temple of Aaron this year, on behalf of its many summer scholarship endowed 

funds, the Sisterhood, the Menõs Club, and congregants contributions, awarded over 

$15,000 to 30 student recipients.  These grants ensure participation of Temple of 

Aaron youth in such programs as Ramah Israel Seminar, Camp Ramah, USY Israel 

Pilgrimage, Camp Chi, High School in Israel, Herzl Camp, and USY Camp programs.  

We were able to assist all eligible individuals who requested assistance.  All Temple 

grant recipients participate in our Avodah volunteer program where older students 

tutor younger children or perform necessary tasks to assist our synagogue admini-

stration.  Scholarship recipients performed over 400 hours of work this year. 

  

The Scholarship Committee of the Temple is a vital link in the effort to have children 

participate.  We ask you to consider the Scholarship Committee when youõre making 

decisions about your tzedakah in the coming year. 

 

The Swartz Family Israel Scholarship continues to make program trips to Israel for 

our students more affordable and we are grateful!  Through the generosity of Helen 

and Don and their children, $500 is pledged to every Bar and Bat Mitzvah student to 

be used when he or she participate in a recognized Israel program.  We were able to 

assist five teenage girls for this summer that they will spend in Israel and help one 

student who attended High School in Israel during the school year. 

 

WE ARE SEARCHING FOR A YOUTH DIRECTOR and at this time before press, we are 

conducting interviews and looking over references.  Our subcommittee consists of 

Chairperson Jim Berg, Jay Baldinger, Roz Segal, students Sam Schraber and Erica 

Solomon.  Wendy Goodman is staff liaison. 

 

REGISTRATION for the coming school year has been mailed  Please call the Temple  

office if you  have not received the materials. 

TODAH RABAH . . . 

 

. . . to Melanie, Mark and Sam Rutzick for hosting the Confirmation Party; 

. . . to Becca Kvasnik for helping with the Confirmation Dinner seating; 

. . . to Mark Divine for coaching TUSY basketball; 

. . . to Tim Oskey for substitute coaching; 

. . . to Paula and David Schraber, Margie and Larry Solomon, Christy and David  

      Baldinger for hosting and feeding our Progressive Dinner. 

Jason Andler   
Olga & Harry Applebaum 
Marion & Bernard  
    (Beno) Belzer 
Myrna R. & Elliott G. Belzer 
Robert S. Belzer 
William S. Belzer 
Edith & Dr. Abraham Berman 
Alice Bundt 
Barbara & Stanley Cohn 
Goldie & Dr. Louis Epstein 
Harold Goldish  
Shoshana & Ari Ginsburg 

Rose & Dr. Abraham  
    Greenberg 
Molly Kaplan 
Sylviette & Harold Magy 
James H. Moore 
Betty & Arthur Paymar 
Lea & Dr. Harry Plotke 
Mildred & Irving Rein 
Rose & Morris Rifkin  
Etta & Eddie Rikess 
Mildred & Meyer Rosen 
Shirley Rosenblum 

Sarah & Zelia Rosenzweig 
Ellen F. Rutchick 
Helen & Frank Schaffer  
Sarah & Isadore Schneider 
Richard Shaller 
Rose & Dr. Clarence Siegel 
Helen & Donald Swartz 
Mollie & Alex Tankenoff 
Ryvelle & William Tilsner 
Charles Upin 
Norman  Vinitsky 
Cecelia & Irving Waldman 

Youth Camping Scholarships  



    Thank  You          Todah Rabah         ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

 

Our deep and sincere sympathy 

to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 

 

Sheldon Lande 
Max Zamansky 
Alice Weitzman 
Edith Liebgot 
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Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
May 2008  Nisan / Iyar  5768 

Schraber President of TUSY  
 

Sam Schraber was recently elected Presi-

dent of United Synagogue Youth (USY) at 

Temple of Aaron.  At the Temple of Aaron, 

Sam became Bar Mitzvah, was confirmed, 

and received  his Golden Kepah and Yad 

Hazakah awards.  He is also a tutor for pre

-Bar Mitzvah students, and works as a 

religious school aide on Sunday mornings. 

   Sam will be a senior at Eagan High 

School and was recently inducted into the 

National Honor Society as a Life Member.  

He was also honored for outstanding aca-

demic excellence by the Presidentõs Edu-

cation Awards Program at Eagan Middle 

School. 

   Sam is the son of Paula and David 

Schraber and the grandson of the late 

Rose and Harry Schraber and Ruth and 

Ronald Bear. 

Agranoff, Betty 

Aldes, Michael 

Antonovskaya, Sofiya 

Axelrod, Lydia &  

  Semyon 

Bar, Gitya 

Berde, Doris & family 

Binkin, Vladimir 

Braginsky, Isya 

Burnstein, Gilman 

Cahan, Elizabeth     

Peilen 

Cherner, Zhanneta 

Chulok, Mikhail 

Edelstein, Rebecca 

Esrig, Evelyn 

Firestore, Ed 

Fridman, Alla 

Garbuz, Khaye 

Geller, Rosie & Loren 

Getsug, Pauline 

Gleekel, Al & Barbara 

Godes, Barb & Steve 

Goldman, Lynn & 

Howard 

Goldstein, Corinne 

Graham, Esther 

Kanivetsky, Rozita 

Kaplan, Mickey 

Kaplan, Rick, Jane & Family 

Kaplan, Bernard 

Kaster, Barbara 

Kieffer, Miriam & Leroy 

Krawetz, Leah 

Krinsky, Renee 

Kronich, Esther 

Levine, Allen 

Levitt, Bea & Art 

Leyderman, Roman 

Linden, Bessie 

Malinoff, Candy 

Marofsky, Edith 

Marsh, Herbert 

Meltzer, William 

Miller, Ann 

Miller, Miriam 

Nemer, Helen 

Noun, Joan 

Oselka, Henry 

Phillips, Jan & Janet 

Pogoler, Andrew & Barbara 

Rafowitz, Sam 

Rein, Myndel 

Ringer, Sherman & 

Janet 

Rosenthal, Sam & 

Goldie 

Rubenstein, Ada 

Rubin, Paula 

Schraber, David & 

Paula 

Segal, Jerry & Louise 

Sevak, Delia & family 

Shneur, Revekka 

Silverstein, Sybil 

Skadron, Stan & Nancy 

Sloane, Herbert 

Solodkina, Rakhil 

Strickon, Beryl 

Swartz, Susie 

Tankenoff, Oliver 

Warren, Marilyn 

Weinberg, Idele 

Weinberg, Beatrice 

Wolkoff, Don & Patty 

Wollstein, Judith Geller 

Cemetery Planning Saves 

Family Stress  
Contact Executive Director Ken Agran-

off, 651-698-8874 x106, to schedule a 

15-minute meeting to review options, 

locations and financial information. 

Flower planting can be endowed  

forever by creating a fund for $2,000. 

JULY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

15  Abbie Karsh & Howie Kaplan 

25  Deborah & Ken Jopp 

25  Deborah Glassman  

                 & Bob Kaufman 

35  Jane & Richard Kaplan 

40  Esther & Isaac Ganz 

40  Celia & Dimitry Perelman 

51  Miriam & Leroy Kieffer 

51  Tatyana & Isaak Soroka 

52  Lois & Larry Schochet 

53  Eileen & Kenneth Shaller 

56  Harriet & Arnold Usem 

59  Ethie & Yale Rutzick 

59  Estelle & Bob Baldinger 



Sisterhood News SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192  

 

New Childrenõs Books     

New Jewelry 

Torah Yads              

Giftware & Judaica 

 

We Now Carry 

Ayala Bar Jewelry 

Special Orders Taken 
 

We Gift Wrap! 

 
Graduation & Confirmation Gifts 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah  

& Bridal Registry 

 

Check Out Our  

SALE TABLE 

Phenomenal Bargains 
 

SUMMER HOURS 
2nd & 4th Sunday 9:00ñ11:30 

Tuesday 10:00ñ2:00 

Wednesday 10:00ñ1:00  

Thursday 10:00ñ1:00 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple 

651-688-3030 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

We are in need  

of volunteers to assist  

in the planning  

and execution of  

The Safrai  

Fine Arts Gallery  

Art for Sale Event    

Please contact  

Marcia Taple  

at 651-688-3030 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Todah Rabah to . . . 

. . . Arnold Usem, Ben Blizen, Bill Melt-

zer, Herb Bernick, Peter Nickatas, Free-

man and Shirley Rosenblum, Walter 

Kvasnik, Bernie Sherman, Neil Gitlin, 

Toby Rosenblum, Jay Mastrud and Irv 

Rosenblum for helping make Temple of 

Aaronõs 2008 Memorial Day Cemetery 

Service so meaningful. 

 

. . . to Delia Sevak, Fran Rosen and 

Betty Agranoff for labeling 1,500 
Aaronions for June mailing. 
 

 

100100100THTHTH      
AAANNIVERSARYNNIVERSARYNNIVERSARY       

FORFORFOR      
TTTEMPLEEMPLEEMPLE   OFOFOF   AAAARONARONARON   

WWWILLILLILL    BBBEEE   HHHEREEREERE   
IIINNN   201020102010    

Intracontinental Region Conference: Bridge to the Future ð This 2008 Inaugural Con-

ference combined the Midwest and Southwest Regions and was held in Colorado 

Springs from June 22-24 with Marcia Taple representing Temple of Aaronõs Sister-

hood.  She was also installed as an area director of the region, overseeing 5 Sister-

hoods. 

  

Education Committee ð Be a part of a new start-up concept and call Katherine Carl-

son at 651-334-5159 to give some input into this new committee. 

  

Warm Up America:Community Service Project ð If you enjoy knitting or want to learn, 

give Catherine Wheaton at call at 651-730-8330.  Other ways to participate in this 

project are donate yarn, pick up a template and make your own square or receive 

instructions on how to make a square from the Sisterhood Gift Shop.  Afghans will be 

created from all of these squares and will be donated to those in need. 

  

Art Show ð Nov. 20-23, 2008 - The success of this event depends upon volun-

teers.  Call Marcia Taple asap to get involved in this event at 651-688-3030.  This art-

for-sale event will be featuring items by Safrai, an art gallery from Jerusalem.  Check 

them out at www.safrai.com. 

  

Rosh Hashanah Fundraiser ð For only $10, you can wish your Temple Family a Happy 

and Sweet New Year in the September Aaronion.  Send your check, payable to Tem-

ple of Aaron Sisterhood by July 16, to Shari Lowenthal, 1836 Prior Ave. N., Falcon 

Heights, MN 55113.  Start the New Year by giving early!  Any questions, call Marcia 

Taple. 

  

Upcoming Programs: Sept. 18th ð Paid-Up Membership Dinner; Oct. 16th ð Bob Latz 

will discuss his book, Jews in Minnesota Politics: the inside stories; Nov. 6th ð Allison 

Kaplan, columnist for the Pioneer Press, will discuss womenõs topics; Nov. 20th-23rd 

ð Art Show. 

 

Book Club -  On July 13
th
, the Book Club will be gathering to discuss Not Me by 

Michael Lavigne.  They will meet at 10:00 a.m. at The Highland Café and Bakery 
in Highland Park.  Questions, call Teddy Gerr at 651-405-6658 or Anna Specktor 
at 651-454-4612. 

http://www.safrai.com/
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Working Together Builds Community 

Home Sweet Home Homelessness Exhibit  

Moves To A New Home 
 

Temple of Aaron was very fortunate to have the show of poetry and art in Greenberg 

Gallery for the months of March ð May 08.  This exhibit was brought to us by our own 

Tikkun Olam committee and the FHF.  This exhibit has also traveled to Intermedia 

Arts, St. Paul City Hall and the Mayorõs Office, Minneapolis Public Schools, the Basil-

ica, The Weisman  Museum, and many local corporations. 

 

The Family Housing Fundõs Mission is to preserve and produce affordable housing for 

families with low and moderate incomes in our state.  To read more go to 

www.fhfund.org.  They describe their art & poetry collection & their core belief that art 

has the power to educate about this important social issue, the òsoul of affordable 

housing.ó 

 

There are approximately 9000 homeless people on a given night in Minnesota with 

as many as 45% being youth.  Our Religious School learned about homelessness and 

everyoneõs right to HOME.  Rabbi Shavit Lonstein discussed the Jewish meaning of 

home and why we as Jews should care about the homeless, and what our role is in 

Tikkun Olam.  They all created art works depicting the meaning of home, made tote 

bags filled with donated personal care items that will be given to local shelters,  and 

USY helped with a bake sale/lemonade stand for Homelessness. 

 

As one of the exhibit artists, I am proud we hosted the exhibit. I strive to do work with 

social relevance.   Through the Tikkun Olam committee, my family and I have volun-

teered to help at temporary homeless shelters for those families where there are no 

beds available at the Ramsey County Family Center. This has been a great honor , 

getting to know those families who are experiencing temporary hardship, and doing 

our small part to help those in need. 

 

Contact Tikun Olam Chair Vic Rosenthal (vic@jewishcommunityrelations.org) to get 

involved.   ñ Robin Taple 

 

Interfaith Builders Needs Volunteers!  
 

We need about 12 more volunteers for our HFH build this year!! Can any of you help 

out? Can we send out an SOS in the E-ronian and from the pulpit for volunteers? In-

terfaith Builders are meeting this Tuesday to assign names and numbers of volun-

teers to the dates of the build. So far I have 8 TOA members and 4 honoraries from 

John's office to work. I have one food host for Thursday with possibly another for an-

other day of the week. Anyone can work any of the days of the build, it's just nice to 

have our days full.  

The specifics are: 

 

The project is on Dale St in St Paul. We are building from July 7-18 and from Aug. 18-

22. It will be a multiplex but I don't know what stage of building it will be in when we 

arrive. NO experience is necessary. Minimum age w/ 1 on 1 supervision is 14-15, 4 

to 1 supervision for 16-17 yr olds. We start at 8:15 with a list of the jobs for the day 

and usually coffee or juice. We take a water break during the morning and one again 

in the afternoon. Lunch is served around noon and we finish up around 4:00. We also 

need site host/hostesses to organize the morning and watch for any dangers. These 

hosts usually do not build. They take care of the volunteers who do and remind peo-

ple to drink enough and eat enough salty snacks and the like. We need about a 

dozen more people to make this year the best success for Temple of Aaron, yet! 

Please call me, Sue Flynn at 651-683-0706 or email to suellenflynn1@comcast.net 

and let me know when you would like to join in the fun. 

Thanks All, Sue 

Temple of Aaronõs  

Grief Education & Support 

Group Completes 16th Year  

of Helping  
 

Temple of Aaronõs grief education and 

support group was established in June 

1992 ð 16 years ago last month ð 

when Betty Agranoff sought help for a 

friend whose husband had died.  Her 

friend had attended a grief group  

associated with a local organization,  

yet came away feeling unfulfilled,  

unsupported and frustrated because 

her Jewish beliefs and values were not  

understood.  Betty contacted Bruce E. 

Kuritzky, a certified grief and loss  

counselor and Director of Bereavement 

Services for a large hospice, who  

volunteered to facilitate the group and 

provide curriculum.   

 

Along with Rabbi Julie Gordonõs encour-

agement and support, the group for met 

for the first time in June 1992 and has 

been providing grief education, support 

and guidance ever since. 

 

Our grief group is the first group in Twin 

Citiesõ history to be sponsored under 

Jewish auspices, and has been in  

existence the longest.  Scores of  

participants, Jewish and non-Jewish, 

have been helped to cope and adapt  

to the loss in their lives. 

 

The group is free and open to anyone 

who has experienced a loss. It meets 

from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays of each month.  For more 

information, call the Temple office (651

-698-8874) or Bruce E. Kuritzky (651-

698-4114). 

mailto:suellenflynn1@comcast.net
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Front Row: Rabbi Konigsburg, Wendy Goodman, Elana Zien, Ellie Schneider, Elisa Edelstein, Sasha   

  Kvasnik, Wendy Baldinger 

Second Row:  Hazzan Kowitz, Danielle Perle, Jessi Lerman, Brittani Berg,  Alex Rosenblum,  

  Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein 

Third Row:  Daniel Neren, Sam Rutzick, Ben Saxon, Dan Bernick, Dan Kelman, Joey Goldfarb 

Fourth Row:  Dan Schuleman, Jacob Abel, Ian Fox, Taylor Werthauser, Nathan Johnson, Danny Goldfarb 

Inset Left: Melia Rosen 

Inset Right: Daniel Norgard 


