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Golden Kepah  
 

The holiday of Passover has come and gone. 

Through all the matzah, morror and chicken that  

we consumed let me share one thing at Temple of 

Aaron that stands out and makes me proud. We 

had numerous teenagers and adults who blessed 

us by taking part in torah readings the entire holi-

day. Many members informed me that these teen-

agers and adults were very prepared and such a 

pleasure to listen to during Pesach. I would also like 

to thank the many parents who juggled their sched-

ules to make sure their children had rides to the 

synagogue and kvelled at their skill level with our 

most revered text.  

 

The following students read from the Torah during 

Passover:  

 

1st day of Passover: Eli Newell, Abe Clark, Gilad 

Segal, Asaf Segal, Bailey Alexander and Noah 

Shavit-Lonstein.  

 

2nd day of Passover: Lucy Witchell, Ashley Wilton, 

Rebecca Wilton, Andy Bernick, Paulina Marell, 

Samantha Saltzman, and Isaac Specktor (who  

received his Golden Kepah).  

 

Chol Hamoed Pesach Shabbat: Elaine Adelman, 

Catherine Wheaton, Terry Troutner, Cheryl Bier,  

and Nancy Lane, who are all a part of the  

illustrious adult group òAaronõs 11.ó  

 

8th day of Passover: Robby Guerrero, Ellie Berg, 

Natalie Baldinger, Ezra Strohm, Dylan Norgard,  

and Danny Axelrod.  

 

These Torah readers are either pursuing their 

Golden Kepah or Yad Hazakah (our advanced Torah 

reading program) or graduates of both. The next 

time you see any of these fine readers, please let 

them know your deep appreciation for all of their 

efforts. It is fantastic to observe readers of all ages 

show their love for Torah. Their dedication to  

Temple of Aaron magnifies we are vibrant, exciting 

and engaged. 

Jewish Volunteers Serve Hungry on Easter  
(from a report by Tim Blotz, on Fox 9 News) 
 

Itõs one thing to spend weeks planning an Easter dinner for hun-

dreds of people. It's quite another thing when you hear about who 

is serving the food. Inside a small kitchen in northeast Minneapolis, 

the recipe for Easter comes from a place much different than an 

oven. 
 

The Greater Lake Country Food Bank is preparing 600 meals. 

Theyõre cooked, packed and shipped by volunteers to 18 senior 

centers throughout Hennepin County.  
 

For volunteers Mary Andler, Bill Andler, Susie Andler, and Sally  

Lorberbaum, lending a hand has become a Christmas and Easter 

ritual. Quite impressive, when on this holiest of Christian holidays, 

the servers are all Jewish. 
 

Hy Rosen recruited all the volunteers from virtually every synagogue 

in town. 
 

òThere arenõt a lot of things for Jewish people to do on Easter and 

Christmas and this is a wonderful thing,ó Andler said. òWe look  

forward to it so much.ó 
 

The volunteers know hunger chooses no church. Faith chooses no 

kitchen. 
 

On this day, theyõre feeding souls. 

Day School at St Paul Talmud Torah Is Excellent Option  
We encourage all parents and grandparents to explore the wonderful 

advantages of a Jewish private school. Academics are superb. Jewish 

traditions are shared in a safe welcoming environment. Establish a 

foundation of Jewish and secular knowledge that prepares you to 

excel at every high school in Saint Paul and Minneapolis. 
 

Interested? Contact Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein. Of course you can 

call directly to Talmud Torah at 651-698-8807 and speak with some 

of the experts as you look forward to the 2009-2010 school year.  

 Synagogue Will Honor Cantor Kowitz 
For 20 Years of Excellence on 

October 31, 2009 and November 1, 2009 
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 113 

 

JUNE WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 
 5 Elyse Park and Mark Ettinger  

 15 Sandra and Steve Edelstein  

 15 Rachel and Michael Lewine  

 20 Wendy and Tim Oskey  

 25 Eileen and Steven Lesk  

 35 Diane and Harvey Levitt  

 35 Janice and Gerald Gould  

 35 Shelley and Al Diamond  

 45 Gail and Gerry Frisch  

 50 Suzanne and Howard Malmon  

 50 Arlene and Richard Cardozo  

 51 Linda and Leonard Schloff  

 51 Isabelle and Gerald Shear  

 51 Sima and Igor Blyakher  

 51 Louise and Jerry Segal  

 51 Zhanneta and Pyotr Cherner  

 51 Sheila and Stuart Kaufman  

 53 Ellen and Senator Rudy Boschwitz  

 54 Libby and Joe Rosenzweig  

 55 Phyllis and Sanford Brody  

 55 Mimi and Len Nachman  

 56 Judy and Stan Starkman  

 56 Norene and Everett Karon  

 57 Connie and Harry Katz  

 58 Helene and Hillard Ward  

 59 Eleanor and Arnold Lapinsky  

 60 Bev and Sherm Kaminsky  

 60 Charlotte and Edward Nusbaum  

 60 Sylvia and Arnold Goldman  

 61 Gloria and Harold Daniels  

 63  Eileen and Joe Garelick  

 67 Mary and David Raskin  

 70 Nellie and Ruben Zamansky  

The brain is a powerful thing. We have 

not been able to duplicate even with  

artificial intelligence the power and 

speed of our own mind. It is fascinating 

that the right side is responsible for  

certain actions and the left side is  

responsible for others. When we use our 

intellect and our ability to reason, we use 

a certain side. When we listen to music 

or when emotions come to play, we use 

the other side. Does anyone know which 

side is for which?   
 

Music affects our soul, our heart and our 

emotions. It is a tie to the great depth 

that we often have no clue of where it is 

coming from. When I hear certain songs 

on the radio and listen to the oldies  

station, it brings me back to a time in  

my youth. I can remember what grade I 

was in and what was going on in my life 

at that particular time. It is probably the 

same for most of you.   
 

Last Shabbat, I had a congregant com-

ment to me about the emotional power 

of synagogue music. Besides Shabbat, 

liturgical music can trigger emotions, 

both happy and sad, depending on what 

the circumstance was when it was done. 

An example would be, when we end the 

service with a traditional Adon Olam. 

Many people my age can recall their 

youth in the temple. The 23rd Psalm or 

The Lord is My Shepherd triggers for 

many a sad time of someone who is 

passed from our midst.   
 

In the last Aaronion, I gave you an article 

on composition and my passion for doing 

it. When composing liturgical music, I, 

like others, draw on experiences of my 

youth and also draw upon what has  

already been written and sung for many 

years. I am a great proponent of congre-

gation singing. The power and feeling of 

hundreds of voices is incredible. We all 

feel that way when we sing during the 

high holiday services. There is a delicate 

balance between congregation singing 

and the solo cantorial art form. Singing a 

Ahavat Olam as a congregation is a pow-

erful experience. When I first came to the 

temple, this prayer was sung together in 

the beginning and in the middle Shelly 

Singer would solo. At the end, the con-

gregation joined and sang together until 

the end of the prayer. Do you remember 

it that way? One of the things that I did 

during my first year was to write a con-

gregational singing line for the middle 

section and take out the solo part. Many 

people think we have been doing it this 

way for 40 years. That is one example of 

the power of music and congregational 

singing.   
 

There are many new settings for prayers 

during the last 25 years. There has been 

an explosion of compositions and new 

choral and congregational music for 

many well-known prayers. Adon Olam is 

one. On Friday night, LõKha Dodi and 

Võshamru have been set to dozens of 

musical motifs. When people come to 

the synagogue, they are moved into a 

world of past, present and future. Trying 

to figure out our place in the universe is 

one of the most difficult questions that 

we must ask ourselves. Music and 

prayer help transcend all of these as it 

works through our souls and our hearts. 

To come to the synagogue is to hear the 

past while living in the present and get-

ting a glimpse of the future. Our emo-

tions and hearts are truly affected by the 

great power of this median.   
 

What do you think? I would be interested 

to hear your opinions on the power of 

music. 

The Power of Music  

Security Option For All Members  
The tragedy at the Los Angeles JCC several years ago motivated Temple of Aaron and 

many other institutions to raise their level of security. We contacted some security 

experts and they toured our building and reviewed actual hours of typical use. They 

suggested we add off-duty police officers at the High Holydays and during each week-

end school session. Experts further advised us to balance needed security with the 

realities of risk and available budget. Each member will again have an opportunity to 

support our security effort with an annual donation. We will place a suggested dona-

tion on your July 2009 statement. We appreciate your previous generosity and hope 

we can rely on you in 2009 as we finalize preparations for the High Holydays.  
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 Department of  Youth Services 

REFLECTIONS ON 2008-2009 

SCHOOL YEAR . . . 
Some highlights come to mind: shofar 

making, the matzah factory, model 

sederim for Pesach, Tu BõShevat 

sederim, challah and hamantashen 

baking, learning how to put on tõfillin, 

making mezzuzot, Yom Ha Aõtzmaut 

festivities were newly organized to in-

clude adult interactions, a highlight of 

the morning was the camel and the 

pregnant donkey, our entire Primary 

department visiting Sholom East,  

students participating on the bimah 

during Friday evening and Shabbat 

morning services, early services and 

dinner, Purim and Simhat Torah festivi-

ties, Purim pageant, Hanukkah party, 

Special Persons Day, Israeli dancing, 

special High Holiday programming,  

Pancake breakfast, Shabbatonim,  

numerous visits to Sholom East, Dr. Phil 

Kibort speaking with Confirmation about 

Medical Ethics, Paul Applebaum speak-

ing about ethics and the legal system 

and Dan Saltzman speaking about  

ethics in medicine é.itõs been a year of 

classroom enhancements, rewarding 

and exciting.  We look forward to an-

other challenging, rewarding and solid 

school year. 

 

WHAT DO WE DO DURING THE 

SUMMER? 
So many people have asked if we work 

during the summer months since our 

education (both formal and informal) 

programming is on òhiatusó until late 

August. Some even think that we have 

the summer off, and are surprised to 

learn that we do not. 

We are, in fact, hard at worké planning 

for the coming school year. Planning  

new curriculum for grades 7-10, meet-

ing with teachers, interviewing student 

assistants and Shabbat tutors, planning 

activities and dates with Sholom Home 

and Living Legacy, planning High Holy-

day activities, USY, Kadima and Bõre 

Sheet dates to name just a few things! 

 

FOOTLOOSE AND FANCY FREE 
We wish all of our kids a fun-filled and 

safe summer!  We know many of our 

kids will be attending Camp Butwin, 

Camp Chi, Herzl, Ramah, as well as USY 

pilgrimage.  Special thanks to our hard-

working scholarship committee chaired 

by Dr. Paul Schanfield. Members in-

clude: Mary Andler, Susie Andler, Larry 

Solomon, Roz Segal, Howard Bell, Terry 

Zien, Paula Schraber. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Liebo ñ Youth Director 

aaronliebo@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 115 

Wendy Goodman,  

Director of Youth Services 

wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 112 

DR. JEFFREY WEINGARTEN MEMORIAL AWARD WINNERS 

This yearõs awardees are: 

5th grade:  Macy Alexander 

6th grade:  Brandon Krisko 

7th grade:  Jamie Oskey 

8th grade:  Bailey Alexander 

9th grade:  William Zien 

Macy Alexander Brandon Krisko Jamie Oskey 

 Bailey Alexander William Zien 

REMINDER:  THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO ALREADY REGISTERED 

FOR THE 2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR.   

PLEASE DO SO IF YOU HAVENõT DONE SO! 


