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Aaronion  
The  

Celebrating PURIM  
 

On the Sabbath before Purim, the portion of the Torah dealing with Amalek (Deut. 

25: 17-19) is read.  The Haftorah deals with the same theme.  All Jews are  

commanded to remember Amalek and the war against him. This Sabbath is called 

òThe Sabbath of Remembranceó (Shabbat Zachor). 

   Zachor is a mitzvah that has always made modern Jews uncomfortable.  It offends 

our liberalism.  If you donõt remember, then you are part of the danger of repetition. 

   On the holiday itself, we gather to hear the story of Purim retold.  The day is char-

acterized by hilarity, fun and sharing pleasures with others. The rabbis and other 

people established four mitzvot to cover all these activities. 

   Before the Megillah is read, the reader sings three blessings. The blessings are for 

the commandment to read the Megillah, gratitude for the miracles done for our  

fathers and for us, and shehecheyanu ð thanksgiving that we have been kept alive 

to this day.  The congregation listens silently and answers òAmen.ó  Thereby, we 

express our intent to associate ourselves fully with what the reader is saying. 

   On the day of Purim, we celebrate with a festive meal (Purim Seudah).   

Hamantashen ð tri-cornered dough cookies filled with poppy seed or prunes are 

eaten on this day.  The rabbis were so determined to celebrate, that they instructed 

people to drink at least to the point when they no longer can tell the difference be-

tween blessed Mordecai and accursed Haman.  (Those Jews who canõt tell the dif-

ference all year long are excused on Purim.) 

   Purim is a challenge to the òuptightó approach to religion.  We also celebrate with 

hilarity in the synagogue ð including, of course, noise-making upon hearing Ha-

manõs name. 

   No true Jewish simcha is complete without sharing it with friends ð and with the 

needy.  Accordingly, the rabbis instituted two other Purim commandments: 

   Shalach Manot: (gift sending) On Purim day, two portions of gifts (traditionally of 

ready-to-eat food) are sent to at least one friend (see Esther 9:19).  Of course, you 

may send gifts to more than one friend ð if you have more than one.  

   Matanot Laõevyonim: (gifts to the needy) It is a separate and special mitzvah to 

give money or food to at least two poor persons on the day of Purim.  If there are no 

poor people available on the spot, put the money aside on Purim and give it after-

wards.  Our own joy is not complete unless others share it also. 

 

PURIM CURIOSITIES:  The Book of Esther is the only book in the Bible which does   

not mention Godõs name.  Rabbi Hai Gaon explained this omission by saying that 

Mordecai knew that the Persians would copy it and he did not want Godõs name 

used for idolatrous purposes. 

   Paradoxically, the Additions to the Book of Esther in the Apocrypha, which was not 

considered divinely inspired, included a prayer by Esther in which the Godõs name is 

found. 

   In sharp contrast to all the other biblical books, Palestine is not mentioned in the 

Book of Esther.  The only reference to the relationship of the Jews of Persia with  

their ancient homeland is that Mordecai is described as one òwho had been carried 

away from Jerusalem with the captiveséò (Esther 2.6).       Continued page 12 

Free Purim Seudah 
Thursday, March 20, 2008  

at 6:15 p.m. 

followed by 

Megillah Reading 
In Sanctuary 7:00 p.m. 

PURIM CARNIVAL 
Sunday, March 16, 2008 

11:30 a.m. ñ 1:00 p.m. 
Bring Food for the Food Shelf 

Start Planning for 2nd Seder  

Sunday, April 20, 2008  
We will be hosting our 51st Seder led by 

our clergy.  Mail in your check to reserve  

a chair or full table.  Adults are $29 

(non-members $32).  Children under 13 

are $12. 



From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

Temple of Aaron Is Solidifying Action Plan for Strategic Planning  
Our Board of Directors met January 31, 2008 to hear a Strategic Planning Committee 

progress report. Past-president Gerry Hirschhorn expressed great optimism that the 

new directions were properly focused. Board member Rhonda Schwartz applauded 

the thorough process in already obtaining over 200 member opinions. Board member 

David Sloane shared enthusiasm that needed changes would be implemented in the 

near future. Board member Julie Sander commented it was reassuring to hear plans 

about numerous areas of the synagogue reaching members of all ages. 

   Professional planner Bob Leventhal emphasized the need for clear measurable 

goals, proper alignment of resources and true accountability. Committee chair people 

Judy Werthauser, Sandra Kamin and Nancy Lane heartily endorsed these concepts in 

our eight major Jewish values and goals:  Keruv - òbringing people closeró so we build 

participation; Kehilat Kodesh ð ò sacred communityó where we welcome everyone; 

Klal Yisrael ð entire community of Jews, where we deepen our community; Elu võ Elu 

Divrei Ha Chaim ð òthese and these are the words of a living God,ó where we expand 

communications;  Le Dor va Dor ð òfrom generation to generation,ó where we attract 

young adults 25 to 35;  Limud Torah ð òstudy of tradition,ó where we pursue life-long 

learning; Devakut ð finding sacred connections for improving worship; Tikkun Olam ð 

repairing the creation where we work for social justice. 

   We are thrilled to add your input on one of the eight task forces so please call the 

office to express your interest. Our committee includes Barbara Kaster, Steve Lowen-

thal, Julie Sander, Ken Boschwitz, Gedaly Meerovich, Polly Saxon, Vic Rosenthal, Sally 

Lorberbaum, Dave Rosner, Layne Rosen, Rabbi Konigsburg, Rabbi Shavit-Lonstein 

and Executive Director Ken Agranoff. Help us move forward with progress in multiple 

areas as we get ready for celebrating 100 years of operation in 2010. 

Temple of Aaron Website:  

Sinai 2.0  
 

In the beginning, there was the Torah, 

given to the Jewish people at Sinai with 

sound and fury, lightening and smoke. 

With Moses at the summit, and the rest 

of us surrounding at the base, we all 

were able to hear the voice of God. This 

encounter left the entire nation with a 

sense of purpose and direction; it was 

at Sinai that a rag-tag group of former 

slaves became the people Israel. It was 

at Sinai that we became a community. 

 

History is about to repeat itself. Temple 

of Aaron is unveiling a new website 

whose purpose is to help you stay on 

track with the events at the synagogue, 

learn about new programs and services, 

and to connect with each other as a 

community. Even as we unveil this new 

site, we will continue to improve our 

traditional forms of communication: 

letters, flyers, posters, service an-

nouncements, postcards and the 

monthly Aaronion. 

The site is entirely redesigned, with new 

features and updated technology. I want 

to thank Karen Engelbretson who as a 

member of the congregation and a pro-

fessional web designer for her hard 

work, vision and patience. The only 

thing not changed is the address: 

www.templeofaaron.org. A few of the 

new features are outlined below, but the 

best way to see all that it has to offer is 

to visit it yourself. As with all programs, 

services and classes, we are interested 

in your feedback. Please donõt hesitate 

to call or email me with thoughts and 

suggestions. 

 

Accurate Information  

The centerpiece of the website is accu-

rate information. It will be the one stop 

source for detailed information about all 

events, classes, and worship opportuni-

ties at the Temple of Aaron. To ensure 

this, we have a new interactive calen-

dar, which you can view by day, week, or 

month. In addition there will be links 

built into that calendar for more de-

tailed information on each event. Or, 

you can use our new search feature to 

find an event. The templeõs new Clergy 

Assistant, Kathy Berg, will be working 

with the entire staff to ensure that up-

dates are made on a daily basis. 

Brighter Faces  

The cornerstone of the Temple of Aaron 

is a community of people. The new site 

will reflect this very clearly, both visually 

and in text. On almost every page, we 

have pictures of people both in an 

around the Temple. Visit often, as the 

pictures will change, and you will likely 

see people you know. In addition, we 

have a page introducing staff members, 

so you will know better who you are call-

ing or meeting. We have big plans for 

expanding these efforts to include many 

others in the congregation, so keep an 

eye out. 

 

More Communication 

You donõt need to visit the site to say 

connected to it. You can subscribe to 

the calendar as an RSS feed and sign 

up for emails that will connect you with 

events, classes, and synagogue news. 

We look forward to expanding these 

efforts into the realms of social network-

ing and pod casts.   

 

We recognize that no matter how cool, 

compete and up-to-date, no website will, 

by itself, sustain a community. But this 

improvement is just one of the many 

ways we are using to stay in touch with 

each other; making sure you always 

know what is happening at your Temple, 

and how you can be involved.  

Itõs no Sinai, but I do believe that Moses 

would be proud. 

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

INFORMAL SHABBAT FUN 

7 pm Friday, March 7 
We will provide a mini-Shabbat 

experience for  

children age 6 and younger. 

Enjoy songs, birthday wishes, 

prayers,  

Torah procession,  

juice and cookies. 
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

Jubilee Books  

& DVDs Available  
 

We have distributed nearly 700 award-

winning Jubilee History books and 

DVDs.  They are available for pickup 

Tuesday through Sunday in Capp 

Lounge hallway and Brides Room. 

 

For members who want the book and 

DVD mailed, please notify the office.  

Mailing costs are $4.00. 

 

Nonmembers may purchase a book and 

DVD for $72.  These funds will be  

earmarked to support the Centennial  

Celebration. 

Attraction 
  

The other morning as I got my kids off to school, I was watching the television about 

the upcoming presidential election.  The main thrust of this program was young adult 

involvement.  It stated that in 1998, 3% percent of an age group between 18-27 was 

involved.  In 2002, 27% was involved.  And finally now, in 2008, a whopping 74% is 

involved in either caucusing or actively campaigning for their candidate.  This show 

also stated a comparison between the charisma of our past president John F. Ken-

nedy to our democratic presidential candidate Obama.   

  

I know what you are going to say, òWhat does any of this have to do with Judaism or 

the Temple of Aaron?ó  And that is a good question.  It seems that charisma in candi-

dates or in our leaders is something that we all yearn for.   

  

This got me to thinking about our cantors and rabbis of the conservative movement.  

There have been some outstanding charismatic men and women on both sides that 

have had the ability to draw people in for their particular message and programming.  

Which leads me to more questionsé What do we have to do to have more charis-

matic leadership?  Is this important?  How can we, at the Temple of Aaron, get our 

message out there to the Twin Cities and beyond?  And, what is our message?  What 

is it that makes us truly unique at the Temple of Aaron?   

  

One thing comes to mind for me ð we have an extremely creative synagogue.  The 

past year of Jubilee is a testimony to that creativity.  We have our musical Erev Shab-

bat Live Service, and we have a history of a second day creative Musaf Service for 

Rosh Hashanah.  Recently, Rabbi Konigsburg arranged to have a Storahtelling group 

that gave an outstanding portrayal of the Torah for that particular weekend.  It was 

bringing the Torah out of the book and into life.  If you missed this, it was truly some-

thing special.  People for decades have commented to me that Temple of Aaron is a 

hamish synagogue.  I know what the word means.  But what does this mean to you?  

And especially, what does this mean to our young adults?  How can we, at Temple of 

Aaron, attract those same young adults who are actively participating in our democ-

ratic process to give us a chance at Temple of Aaron?  These are the questions that 

are being asked now and will be actively pursuing in the near future.   

  

I believe the Temple of Aaron is a one of a kind synagogue with a rich history of crea-

tivity and a bright future for leading the way into the 21st Century.  We have the right 

leadership and dedicated individuals to do so.  I welcome your feedback and ideas as 

we both look toward the future and plan for our childrenõs children. 

Devitts Help Synagogue Thrive  
 

Dedicated members, Loie & Sherm  

Devitt, made a special gift to help us 

maintain and upgrade three programs. 

They selected the annual Selihot Service 

Booklet which helps us prepare for Rosh 

Hashanah.  They also selected a scholar-

in-residence fund so we continue men-

tally stimulating our members.  Their 

third support area was the Friday night 

Shabbat bus enabling some seniors to 

attend Shabbat services throughout the 

year. 

 

We appreciate the Devitts generosity, 

vision, support and dedication.  Temple 

of Aaron prides itself on continued  

improvement with progressive changes 

and this special gift provides the  

resources to stay true to our mission. 

Save Time With Our Telephone 

System: 651 -698-8874  
 
Save this article so you know how to 
bypass the voice message system to 
quickly leave a message or ask a 
question: Extensions are:   
 

Rabbi Konigsburg   108 
Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein  111 
Hazzan Kowitz      113 
Wendy Goodman         112 
Mark Gulner          115 
Bill Jorke          116 
Kathy Berg     107 
Kim Thomey    100 
Shelley Diamond   110 
Ken Agranoff   106 

Mamma Mia! Divas 


