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PURIM Celebration for Everyone PURIM CARNIVAL
On the Sabbath before Purim, the portion of the Torah dealing with Amalek (Deut. Sunday, March 8, 2009
25:17-19) is read. The Haftorah deals with the same theme. All Jews are 10:30 a.m. /i 1:00 p.m.

commanded to remember Amalek and the war against him. This Sabbath is called
0The Sabbath ofShaBhatdechohr ance 6 (
Zachoris a mitzvah that has always made modern Jews uncomfortable. It offends

Carnival Food is Underwritten by
Janie & David Berg

our | iberalism. I f you dondt remember, then you are part
On the holiday itself, we gather to hear the story of Purim retold. The day is char- §
acterized by hilarity, fun and sharing pleasures with others. The rabbis and other

people established four mitzvot to cover all these activities.

Before theMegillahis read, the reader sings three blessings. The blessings are for
the commandment to read theMegillah, gratitude for the miracles done for our
fathers and for us, andshehecheyanud thanksgiving that we have been kept alive
to this day. The congregation | istens
express our intent to associate ourselves fully with what the reader is saying.

On the day of Purim, we celebrate with a festive me&urim Seudab).
Hamantashend tri-cornered dough cookies filled with poppy seed or prunes are
eaten on this day. The rabbis were so determined to celebrate, that they instructed
people to drink at least to the point when they no longer can tell the difference be-
t ween bl essed Mordecai and accursed Haman.

ference all year long are excused on Purim.)

Purim is a challenge to the ouptighto Hee@uﬁmtseudahgio

hilarity in the synagogué including, of course, noisenaking upon hearing Ha-
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ose Jews wh

mands name. Monday, March 9, 2009
No true Jewistsimchais complete without sharing it with friend$ and with the at 6:15 p.m. followed by
needy. Accordingly, the rabbis instituted two other Purim commandments: . .
Shalach Manot (gift sending) On Purim day, two portions of gifts (traditionally of Meglllah Readlng
ready-to-eat_food) are sent to at Iea_st one friend (see Esther 9:19). Of course, you In Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m.
may send gifts to more than one friend if you have more than one. FEATURING
Mat anot L:dgftetv theonmeidynlt is a separate and special mitzvah to
give money or food to at least two poor persons on the day of Purim. If there are no A PURIM PAGEANT

poor people available on the spot, put the money aside on Purim and give it after-
wards. Our own joy is not complete unless others share it also. by our elementary students.

Purim Seudah is endowed by Nancy
PURIM CURIOSITIEShe Book of Esther is the only book in the Bible which does Berkley in memory of her parents
not mention Godds name. Rabbi Hai Gao or%tr;yr?nghar,lp%el\qa}rggll,pr@byomi
Mordecai knew that the Persians woul d EHCE d Herbert Beppickjnchongriofy
used for idolatrous purposes. t.h ir children and grandchildren.
Paradoxically, theAdditions to the Book of Esthein the Apocrypha, which was not ~ Purim groggers are endowed by Joanna
considered divinely inspired, included 'cgaﬁlé(.ﬁ)keqnd WliivgelSIWer
found. choc etir honor o Lois & Larry
In sharp contrast to all the other biblical books, Palestine is not mentioned in the SChOCh.EI' Purim Booklet_ IS undenertt_en
Book of Esther. The only reference to the relationship of the Jews of Persia with ~ PY Marion & E. Gary Klein and Burneice

their ancient homeland is wrioaadbelﬂmcardeelca&Bil*cio'de&sQéwmo%@fdsa%o%& on
away from Jer usal e(Bstheri26)h CohtiauedpageBi ves é 6 Bessie Goldets
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Equal Access for All

Our Rabbis tell a wonderful story about
Moses, our greatest leader, taking a trip
through time to visit the classroom of
one of our greatest teachers, Rabbi
Akvia. Moses is made to sit in the back
and cannot even follow the lesson.

The Judaism that is being practiced in
Rabbinic times has changed so much
as to be unrecognizable. Moses gets
depressed. All of his struggles: leading
the people out of Egypt, bringing them
the Torah, defending them after they
worship the Golden Calf, and, at the
end, loosing the opportunity to enter the
Promised Land; seem to have been for
nothing. Yet as the lesson ends, a
student asks for Rabbi Akiva to justify

t he

into the space. They suggest that very
soon it will look like it has always been
there.

This is not the first ramp that the Tem-
ple has used. A few years ago, Sol and
Sheila Rosenthal donated a movable
ramp to ensure that family members
could access the bi
Mitzvah. Their actions demonstrated the
usefulness of such a ramp, and helped
to move the permanent ramp forward.
The synagogue community owes them a
debt of gratitude.

On a practical level, the ramp gives peo-

ple who have difficulty walkingi and
those in wheel chairsi an easy way to

Rabbi Alan Shavit onstein

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org

i i . ascend the bima. Following both Jewish
all of the changes he is making to Jew g 651-698-8874, ext. 111

i sh Law, Rabbi Aki v Haditogang bempiesof Aangravaluey, | t
a law that Moses ga ¢veryleyhageguahagcessio pigTio- ¢
Changes in Judaism are permitted, so ~ rah. The ramp removes both practical
long as they stand on the foundation of ~ and psychological barriers.

our tradition.

ticipation as we approach the Torah.
From now forward, all who come to the

The act of going up, and approaching bima to read Torah will all make an

the Torah is known as amlyiah. Literally ~ aiahin the same way and along the
transl ated as o0goi néamﬁfbat,h'é the act is bot
physical and spiritual. The Torah is read
from the highest physical place in sanc-
tuary as a way of reminding ourselves
that the Torah comes from the mountain
of Sinai. We are raised up in a spiritual
The new ramp, which has been up and ~ sense as well; every encounter with the
usable for several months now, runs Torah has the potential to move and
against the windowsIMPraveyShe Cant or &s

side of the sanctuary. Carpeted in a .

deep red, with wooden handrails, it fits ~ The new Temple of Aaron ramp gives us
easily into the sy n aldhegrpastendy tognake gralyiagia t u

There has recently been an important
change in the Temple of Aaron sanctu-
ary: the building of a ramp to access the
bima. And it too stands on the founda-
tion of the traditions of our people and
our synagogue.

The radical lack of hierarchy in Judaism
is clearly on display every time we come
to the Bima. The highest place (in every
sense of the word) is available to every
Jew. When we climb up, we all reach the
same spot, and we all have the same
opportunity to wrestle with the Torah.

Come, see it for yourself, and be up-
rIift(_:(‘ad.

Many members who have seen it have
commented on how well it integrates

the same way, moving slowly towards
the bima, giving us time to feel the an-

Second Annual SPIN Interfaith Passover Seder

March 29th, 2009 at Mount Zion Temple in St. Paul,
4:30-8:00 PM.

SPIN (the St. Paul Interfaith Network) invites the commu-
nity to its second annual Interfaith Passover Seder, held
this year at Mount Zion Temple in St. Paul. Led by leaders
of several religious communities, the Seder expresses the
universal longing for freedom, justice, and transformation
in our lives and in our world through ritual, readings, song,
and a shared meal.

Gathering and registration is at 4:30 PM; Seder from 5 PM
sharpd 8 PM. Cost: $15$20 for vegetarian dinner. Please
pre-register and prepay at www.spacc.org/spin or send a
check to the St. Paul Area Council of Churches, with
olnterfaith Sederd in the
attention, by March 24th.

Questions? Call 651-789-3877.
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My Favorite Holiday

In Judaism, there are numerous holidays. Some are serious and some are not.
Some require a great deal of thought and solemnity while others require just that
we have a good ti me. My children'sé f
You know why. It is because of the presents, eating latkes and of course lighting
candles each night. My oldest son loves the holiday of Simchat Torah because of
the dancing and celebration of our priceless heritage.

However, my favorite holiday is Purim. It is so because | love the story. It is one of
triumph, courage, and miracle. There are wonderful songs and parodies of songs
that can be sung on the evening and day of Purim. All kids love to twirl their grog-
gers and stamp their feet loudly on the ground when the name Haman is read. We
know in our time and in our parentsd and deazaan Michel @ Kowkzd t i me
real | ive Hamans that have tried to oppr kagzanmich@®tqgnpleofaaraverg d o n ¢
our past to see that each and every one of them suffered a great fate that they truly 651-698-8874, ext. 113

deserved. | am so proud of the readers that have read parts of the Megillah each

and every year for us here at the Temple of Aaron.

I thought it would be nice to take a trip down memory lane and see who has read
from the Megillah in the last few years besides myself, the rabbi and Larry Eisen- MARCH WEDDING
stadt. There have been talented teenagers who have participated in reading for this

festive holiday. It is not easy to read from the Megillah. Like the Torah, it is written ANN IVERSARIES
in script style with no vowels, periods or trop. It is also sung in a special trop, which We display every 5 years and all
brings a special musical motif just for this holiday. We have so much to be thankful anniversaries of more than 50 years
for in our lives and in our childrenos Iiv%. )I(et S NOW Sc¢
who have helped us throughout the past years by being able to read from the Megil- -r

lah of Esther.

In 2002, the readers were Kelsey Steinman, Pete Rose, Ari Gordon Ginsburg, 15 Laurie and Dave Kuretsky
Eugene Dreyster, Tony Rikess, Michael Solomon, Samson Finkelstein, Josh
Neuer and Michelle Banet. 15 Natasha and Sherman Marell

In 2003, the readers were Max Spector, Dustin Nides, Ari Ginsberg, Alina

Fox, Tony Rikess, Sonya Garelick, Nicole Garelick and Mariya Leyderman. 30 Vera and Peter Gochberg

In 2004, Erica Solomon, Justin Oskey, Ari Ginsburg, Alina Fox, Sarah John- 30 Larisa Olinova & Boris Khodurskiy
son, Aviv Karoso¥lson, Maddy Brody, Shoshana Rosenthal, and Andrew
Weil. 40 Sue and Tom Stillman

In 2005, Ellie Schneider, Ari Ginsburg, Zak Shaw, David Wolkowicz, Steve

Edelstein, Josh Kowitz, Alina Fox and Jacob Able. 45 Bella Binkina & Viadimir Binkin

In 2006, Erin Lowenthal, Ben Saxon, Danny Neren, Sam Lane, Brianna 50 Masha and losif Shimelfarb
Lange, Mathew Kamman, Josh Kowitz, Daniel Werl and Sam Rutzick.

In 2007, Alex Rosenblum, lan Fox, Joey Devitt, Elianna Bier, Sam Rutzick, 51 Brenda and Tony Straus

Shoshana Rosenthal, Ellie Rosenthal and Ben Saxon. . .
53 Marcia and Herb Bernick
As you can see, many kids had so much fun that they wanted to read the following
year. This holiday is truly joyous. | invite each and every one of you to come on Mon-
day, March 9 at 7:00 pm when teenagers and adults will take part in the reading

and festivities. | am so proud of all of these teenagers and adults and | know that

we will continue to go on from strength to strength in the future.

55 Rose and Albert Mintz
59 Loie and Sherm Devitt
63 Esther and Reuben Kaplan
64 Sarah and Joe Daniels

69 Helen and Don Swartz




Wendy Goodman,
Director of Youth Services
wendygoodman@templeofaaron.org
651-698-8874, ext. 112

PASSPORT TO ISRAEL
PROGRAM

The PASSPORT TO ISRAEL program is
the funding cornerstone for Israel teen
experiences. It is a savings program
that encourages families to begin sav-
ing early for thei
Israel experience. It is a partnership
between families, Temple of Aaron and
the UJFC, and is administered by the
UJFC.

Children can enroll at any time from age
8 years old and until they are 12. You
can make a maximum of 8 annual
contributions.

They may travel to Israel on a recog-
nized, organized program up to their
21st birthday.

The family contribution is $150 per
child per year. Temple of Aaron contrib-
utes $50 per child per year.

Each year, the UJFC contributes $150
into each chil dds
Omatché the $200 c
tion from the family and the synagogue.
The UJFC will contribute for a maximum
of eight years or $1200.

All funds are put in a savings account
that accrues interest.

Families must have a pledge to the cur-
rent campaign and be a member in
good standing with Temple of Aaron.

Annual enrollment occurs through Tem-
ple of Aaron in the spring and closes on
April 30th.

Annual family contributions are due at
Temple of Aaron no later than April
30th.

Savings will be nearly $3000 for your
child! That is close to half the cost of an
Israel educational program!

It is a wonderful way to save for your
childrends future |
free to contact Wendy Goodman at the
synagogue office if you would like to
receive an enrollment form or if you

have any questions.

PURIM is just around the

cornerll Exciting events surround the
joyous holiday: Megillah reading is
March 9th at 7:00 pm, preceded by the
Purim seudah (meal) at 6:15 pm; the
Purim carnival is March 8th from 10:30
until 1 pm. Children should be picked

r urfiem their glassraomsat18:80ifop n a |

the carnival. We have exciting new
games, including inflatables, and prizes.
Bring your noisemakersi pots and

pans, air horns. | Dress in costume!!
Fun for the entire family!!

HAMANTASHEN BAKINg3 the

Religious School students will take
place on Sunday, March 1st during
school. Students gather by class to
make their hamantaschen, helped by
parents and teachers. Thank you to Lisa
Witchell and her family for the Anne
Steinberg Fisher Hamantashen Baking
Fund, which supports our morning!

SHAHARIT servicesh March 14th are
being led for our congregation by our
5th and 6th grade classes. Learning to

p deadghg Shahbat SHAEARITrpervice ig a

o MBIQr PaE of out @iriqulpn. Second,
3rd and 4th grade students attend
weekly services on Sunday mornings,
led by Rabbi and Wendy Baldinger,
music specialist. They are learning the
Shaharit services, laying the ground-
work for their Bar and Bat Mitzvah train-
ing. Our 5th and 6th grade students
participate Shabbat morning in their
own service, | earn
K& Di zi mr a and Shah
as the Haftorah blessings and trope.

Aaron Liebofi Youth Director
aaronliebo@templeofaaron.org
651-698-8874, ext. 115

DATES TO REMEMBER:

March 1 1stand 2nd Grade
0Get to Know Y
Hamantashen Baking
in school
6 &7 Anna GlassmarKaufman
Bat Mitzvah
7  USY Purim Carnival
Lockin
8 Purim Carnival
10:30am -1pm
9  Purim Seudahd 6:15 pm
Megillah Readingd 7pm
20 & 21 Brandon Less Bar Mitzvah
27 Menods Club Shal

As many of you are aware, | have hagd
two successful surgeries. | am
pleased to report that the recovery is
going well. The healing, as alwaysg,
requires time and | will be in the of-
fice Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturda
and Sunday, as well as working froni
home on Monday and Wednesday.o
provide support, we have identified
staff and volunteers who can provide
assistance when needed and en

bsoire hthat theequatity af uhe school

aand the yauth piograms ass maing | |
tained. Please feel free to call me if
you have any questions.

=<

i Wendy Goodman




Mends Cl ub

Greetings! I tds
The Temple of Aaron
a pair of very successful annual events
on February 1, which coincided with
Super Bowl Sunday.
welcomed 30 participants to the World
Wide Wrap in the Liefman Chapel be-
fore Sunday Morning Minyan. The World
Wide Wrap is an opportunity to partici-
pate in the mitzvah of putting on tefillin

in supportive learning environment. We
had many active members and a few
new faces. It was especially meaningful
to recite the Shema prayers knowing

that you are participating in one of our
most ancient and cherished rituals, sur-
rounded by friends old and new. The
morning service was followed by a hot
breakfast of waffles, lox and bagels
sponsored by the Me
The second event of the day was our
annual Super Bowl BBQ party in the

Fink Youth Lounge. The festivities be-
gan at 4:30 and ended after the excit-

ing finish to a weliplayed game. All 40
participants enjoyed the freshly made
kosher hamburgers, hot dogs and other
refreshments while watching the game
and commercials on a high definition
large screen. This was a true family

event to warm us up in the midst of a

cold Minnesota winter.

At the risk of leaving someone out, |
would like to thank the following people
for making the events such a huge
success: George and Cheryl Bier,
Matthew Clark, Howard Bell, Jeff Stine,
David Baldinger, Hugh Gitlin, and the

Ment scheni

al most ti

ngs

me for spring.

Mends Club hosted

The Mends Club

Templ eds maintenanc
special thanks goes to George Werl for

Brih§ing &nd SeRing up the audiavisual

equi pment that gave
gamedé feeling.

The next upcoming M
Mends Club Shabbat

2728 March. The Mend

early Friday evening services with spe-
cial music and unbeatable ruach,
followed by dinner. We will also perform
most elements of the Saturday morning
weekly service, including leading
services, Torah and Haftorah readings
for parsha Vayikra, and much more.

o t of Mends Club

We welcome your participation and we aspec .
want your company! There are many call me at_(651) 452-4465 if you have
non-speaking parts and English read- any questions.
ings yet to be filled. Please join a B5Shal
uniquely talented and dedicated group ﬁToerry RaZier?ﬁ ?r’esident
of your fellow congregants. If you are '

you W congreg you Templ e of Aaron Ment¢

interested in this event or any other

Leadership Opportunities
Are Available

The Nominating Committee of the Board
of Directors will be meeting to fill open
Board positions and we need your help.
We are looking for Board members of all
ages who are broad thinkers and who
are able to embrace our Strategic
Planning initiatives. Must be committed
to the Temple of Aaron and understand
our place within the larger Jewish
community. Please contact us if you
would like to be considered, or if you
know of someone who is a potential
leader.
fi Sue Rosner and Rosalyn Segal,
co-chairs

Start Planning for 2nd Seder

Thursday, April 9, 2009

We will be hosting our 52nd Seder led
by our clergy. Mail in your check to
reserve a chair or full table. Adults are
$32 (non-members $36). Children
under 13 are $16.

MINNESOTA
FOOD SHARE

Imagine if
EVERY
Minnesotan
shared with their
local shelf.
A
Mail checks or
drop off food
EVERY MONTH.




