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Aaronion  
The  

ISRAEL TURNS 60!  
St. Paul/Mpls. Celebration  

May 7th  

at Humphrey Metrodome  

 5:00-9:00 PM 
The United Nations General Assembly endorsed a 

plan on November 29, 1947 to create a Jewish 

state, Arab state and international zone in Jerusa-

lem by a vote of 33 to 13 with 10 abstentions. 

Israel declared independence on May 14, 1948.   

Be a part of history! Donõt miss 60 Reasons to Celebrate Israel: A Community-Wide 

Yom Haõatzmaut (Israelõs Independence Day) Celebration on Wednesday, May 7, 

2008 from 5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. at the Metrodome in downtown Minneapolis. This 

event is free of charge. 

  

The celebration will feature activities for the whole family and non-stop live perform-

ances by local Jewish schools, choirs and musicians. There will be a special live con-

cert with Israeli musical guest Dganit Daddo who will perform traditional Jewish and 

contemporary Israeli music. Throughout the evening, there will be Israeli dancing, 

food and our very own Israeli marketplace. Donõt miss the display of artistically 

painted Peace Dove statues designed by the creator of the famous Snoopy statues. 

  

To help create an authentic Israeli atmosphere, a Walk the Land exhibit will showcase 

depictions of Israeli cities, landmarks of interest and other fun and educational infor-

mation about the Jewish State. There will be trivia contests, games and prizes and a 

live demonstration of Krav Maga, the official system of self defense practiced by the 

Israeli Defense Forces. One of the major highlights of the evening will be the raffle of 

two FREE plane tickets to Israel. 

  

Free parking will be available at the Metrodome in the East parking lot and free trans-

portation will be provided from various locations in the Twin Cities according to the 

following schedule: 

 

From St. Paul                 Returning to all departure locations 

Temple of Aaron: 4:15 p.m., 6:30 p.m.             7:30 p.m., 8:15 p.m., 9:00 p.m. 

St. Paul JCC: 4:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m. 

Talmud Torah: 4:15 p.m. 

  

The Temple of Aaron booth will have Fishing in the Sea of Galilee (with prizes), Guess 

How Many Olives Are in The Jar, and a Pen Pal Station to sign up for an Israeli pen 

pal. In order to have a great celebration, we need volunteers to help make this a  

successful event. If you would like to participate in the fun, sign up for a shift and join 

the growing number of volunteers.   Call to commit to a couple hours that you could 

help out. Contact Beryl Berke, Volunteer Chairperson  at 651-690-2008 or  

berylberke@hotmail.com. 

Do You Know Russert?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember when Tim Russert made 

history during the 2000 election? Did 

you know TV Guide selected his use of 

the white dry erase board (Florida, 

Florida, Florida) on Election Night 

2000 as one of the ò100 Most Memo-

rable TV Momentsó in history? Did you 

know the Washington Post credits him 

with coining the phrase òred stateó 

and òblue stateó to explain the  

nationõs political divide?    

   Whether you already knew this about 

him or want to learn more, be a part of 

the excitement when Temple of Aaron 

hosts Tim Russert as the featured 

speaker at our 2008 fundraiser. 

   Make plans now to spend an  

evening with Meet the Press host and 

seasoned journalist, Tim Russert, who 

joins us as the keynote speaker.  You 

will not want to miss the excitement on 

Sunday, August 31 at 7:30 at Temple 

of Aaron when Mr. Russert opines 

about the upcoming election on the 

heels of the democratic convention 

and just prior to the GOP convention.    

   Look for ticket price details begin-

ning May 15 on the Temple of Aaron 

website, www.templeofaaron.org, or 

for sponsorship information, please 

contact Executive Director Ken Agran-

off at (651) 698-8874. 



From the Rabbiõs Desk . . .  

Rabbi Alan Shavit-Lonstein 

rabbishavitlonstein@templeofaaron.org 

651-698-8874, ext. 111 

INFORMAL SHABBAT FUN 

7 pm Friday, May 2nd 
We will provide a mini-Shabbat 

experience for  

children age 6 and younger. 

Enjoy songs, birthday wishes, 

prayers,  

Torah procession,  

juice and cookies. 

Building A Community Without Homelessness  
 

There is a plastic column that you will start seeing in the entry hall of the Temple in 

the next few days. It is Temple of Aaron's version of the blue Tzdekah box needed to 

òMake Dreams Come True.ó It is our way of reminding you that Temple of Aaron is 

working to make a dent in the homeless issue in our community. We are hoping to 

raise $10,000 with your help. The funds will be used not only to support Project 

Home and the Family Housing Fund who has brought us the wonderful òHome, Sweet 

Home Againó Art Exhibit hanging in the Greenberg Gallery, but also to support our 

Habitat for Humanity build this summer. HFH uses the funds we raise to purchase 

more land and building supplies for their ongoing developments. The most aggres-

sive project we are aiming for is to provide seed money to support the building of 

a dwelling for a low income family. This is a challenge Temple of Aaron Social Action 

Committee is setting for itself and you. Tikun Olum òhealing the worldó can only be 

achieved if we all work together, one dollar, one check, one donation at a time. So 

whether you are at Temple for minyan, Hebrew school, Sunday school, Adult educa-

tion classes or board meetings, consider contributing to our òTzdekah boxó for those 

less fortunate who need a warm, safe place to call òHome.ó  For further information 

on building for Habitat for Humanity or supporting the Family Housing Fund, contact 

Susan Flynn at 651-683-0706 or at suellenflynn1@comcast.net. 

It Is Time For Prayer To Change 
 

   There is an old joke, well worn, but still 

worth repeating. It involves a Jewish 

man stranded alone on a desert island 

for many years. When a Coast Guard 

ship finally rescues him, he shows the 

captain around the island. He shows 

him how he collected rainwater to drink, 

how he made nets to catch fish, and 

how he made a safe place to live. He 

also shows him the two synagogues he 

built. When asked by the captain: òWhy 

two synagogues when there is only one 

of you?ó the man replies: òThis is the 

one I pray in, and this is the one I would 

never set foot in.ó  

   Despite being an exaggeration, this 

joke contains truth. It gets to the heart 

of the difficulty we, as Jews, seem to 

have with prayer. Despite itõs centrality 

to Jewish identity, prayer is difficult. It is 

difficult for us to work with the Hebrew 

to find meaning. It is difficult to find the 

necessary time and discipline, and it is 

a struggle and a challenge to let our-

selves go enough to find meaning and 

connection.  

   But we cannot let the difficulty get in 

our way. Prayer is ours. We can shape it 

and restructure it to meet our needs. If 

we are not being deeply moved by our 

praying, then we should be fundamen-

tally changing the way we pray.  

   We at the Temple of Aaron are in the 

process of reviewing how we currently 

pray, and exploring new and more 

meaningful ways. We are lucky enough 

to stand at the crossroads of several 

forces: we are in the middle of the  

congregant led strategic planning  

process; we live in modern times where 

the gates of prayer are open to new and 

innovate elements; and we are at the 

point in the lifecycle of our synagogue 

community where these elements are 

necessary to engage us in the wonders 

and power of Jewish prayer.  

   For the life of the synagogue; for us as 

individual Jews, it is time for a radical 

reinterpretation of how we pray. 

   In order to do this, I want to clear up a 

common misconception. There is a  

perception that prayer is so holy we  

cannot touch it, that it is either too  

powerful or so far beyond us that we 

cannot engage it and mold it.  

   Nothing could be farther from the 

truth. Yes, prayer is holy; but only in so 

far as it is a gateway into bringing  

holiness into our lives. And the truth is, 

everything can be holy, every moment 

has a gateway, and every moment is  

potentially holy.  

   Prayer is not a static entity, and it 

never has been. There are structures 

and words passed on by our tradition 

that are here to help us, not hinder us. 

The texts of the prayer book should be a 

solid rock that we can launch ourselves 

from, not a stone that weighs us down. 

But these words and forms must be 

combined with our needs today. Both 

must give to support the other.  Just as 

there are many ways to be Jewish, there 

are many ways to pray Jewishly. 

   That is why we are so lucky to be a 

part of the ToA at this time. We have the  

opportunity to shape our prayer experi-

ence. There are several places you can 

join in: 

   The LõAtid Strategic Planning has a  

focus group working just on prayer; 

    Our Ritual Committee is always  

concerned with improving the prayer 

experience; 

   Come to Shabbat services or daily 

minyan, and then speak with clergy  

afterwards about what worked and what 

didnõt; 

   Or simply make an appointment and 

share your thoughts with us. 

   By being a part of the conversation, 

we can transform prayer in our own 

lives right now, and at the Temple of 

Aaron for the future.  
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Cantorõs Column 

Hazzan Mitchell D. Kowitz 

hazzanmitch@templeofaaron.org 

We Honor Smiths for 60 

Years 
 
Helen and Itzy Smith will be  
celebrating their 60th anniversary  
on Friday, May 9, 2008. 
  
Please join us at the 8 p.m. service  
as they are blessed for 60 years of  
marriage. 

It is with great privilege and excitement that I write to you, my congregation, to let you 

know that the June Aaronion will feature a front page of an invitation of Michael and 

Shelly Kowitzõs Bõnai Mitzvah which is on Friday night, June 6 and continuing on Sat-

urday, June 7.  Please know that the entire congregation is our guest to attend the 

luncheon on Saturday.  Linda and I are very excited about our childrenõs upcoming 

event and look forward to seeing as many of you that can attend.  It will truly be a 

spectacular weekend. 

 

On March 28th, it was Menõs Club Shabbat.  Erev Shabbat Live was the service that 

was featured.  This service was done for the first time out of the sanctuary in the 

Greenberg Hall, adjacent to the Stein Hall.  The chairs were all in a semi-circle so that 

all could see each other and the musicians and I were in a corner while the Menõs 

Club helped lead the congregation in Friday night prayer.  To say that this event was a 

success is an understatement.  There was a crowd of over 125 people that were sing-

ing like I have not heard before in a long time.  There was energy, excitement and 

enthusiasm as new tunes and formats were being explored.  This service is very im-

portant to me.  We have begun the process of updating our music to this service to 

make it as fresh as the first year that we brought it to you, the congregation. 

 

I would like to sincerely invite each and every one of you to attend our new format to 

this service and location.  I believe, with all my heart, that it will lead you to a path of 

joy, to a path of light, and just appreciating each and every day of your own life.  I say 

this because the feeling in the room for one hour is one that mere words cannot pos-

sibly describe.  Give it a chance.  I guarantee you that it will be one of the best  

decisions that you have made in a long time. 

 

 

Readers For Purim 
We would like to congratulate the following students and adults who participated in 

the reading of the Megillah Esther that was read on Saturday evening, March 20th:  

Max Weinberger, Natalie Baldinger, Ezra Strohm, Larry Eisenstadt, Ben Hemingway, 

Kayla Sorenson, Terry Troutner, Sophie Kaye and Sam Holt.  These students repre-

sent the finest that we have to offer and we are very grateful that they shared their 

talent and skills with us that evening.  You can view photos from that wonderful  

evening at <picasaweb.google.com/RabbiAlanSL>. 

98TH ANNUAL MEETING 
WILL BE CALLED TO ORDER 

AT 10 AM  

on SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2008 

by  

PRESIDENT MARK ADELMAN 

JOIN US 

Save Time With Our  

Telephone System:  

651-698-8874  
 
Save this article so you know how 
to bypass the voice message sys-
tem to quickly leave a message or 
ask a question: Extensions are:  
  

  Rabbi Konigsburg   108 
  Rabbi Shavit -Lonstein   111 
  Hazzan Kowitz      113 
  Wendy Goodman, Dir. Yth Serv.  112 
  Mark Gulner, Youth Dir.  115 
  Bill Jorke, Bldg. Superv.  116 
  Kathy Berg, Clergy Asst.   107 
  Kim Thomey, Office/School  100 
  Shelley Diamond, Bus. Mgr.  110 
  Ken Agranoff , Exec. Dir.  106 

Temple of Aaron Food Shelf 

Needs More Consistent Help  
 

The Sisterhoodõs Food Shelf has been in 

great need of food and money.  The 

need for food and immediate help for 

those who have lost employment has 

grown 50% over the last year. 

   Please bring non-perishables (canned 

fruit, cereals, juices, canned vegetables, 

pasta, paper goods, soap, etc.) to the 

synagogue every week, and place your 

donation in the shopping carts. 

   The need is great.  Let us not turn peo-

ple away.  Merriam park Social Services 

has tried to meet the growing demand. 

   WE CAN DO IT!  Please make checks 

payable to Temple of Aaron Sisterhood 

Food Shelf.  Your donation is tax  

deductible. 

   We also send cards out for all occa-

sions. Contact Marilyn Miller, 1860  

Eagle Ridge Drive #302W, St. Paul, MN 

55118.  

   Thank you. 

   Co-Chairs Marilyn Miller & Joannie      

Davidson, Treasurer Lorraine Hertz  

Music Lovers  
Have you been to a Thursday Night 

Jam?  Earlier this year, a group of 

friends gathered for an evening of musi-

cal enthusiasm and limited talent.  Too 

much time has passed since that night 

and due to popular demand, we will be 

gathering once again at the Temple of 

Aaron to have some fun and play some 

music.  Anyone with an interest in mu-

sic, whether you play an instrument, 

sing or just want to listen, is encouraged 

to join us on Thursday, June 12th at 

7:00 PM.  If the weather is nice, maybe 

we will sit out on the lawn. 



And All Its Paths Are Peace 
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ext: On the first day of the second month, in the second year following the 

exodus from Egypt, the Lord spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai. . . 

[Parshat Bamidbar; Num. 1:1] 

 

ontext: The Jewish Calendar arranges for this verse to be read on the Shab-

bat before Shavuot, the holiday celebrating the giving of the Torah. Accord-

ing to the Sages, this should remind us that the Torah was given in a wilder-

ness, a place accessible to all é òOne should be as open as a wilderness to re-

ceive the Torahó (Talmud Ned. 55a) [Etz Hayim Dõrash commentary, Parshat 

Bamidbar, P. 769] 

 

ommentary: We may think of a wilderness as a 

òGod forsaken placeó but here we see that this is 

wrong. God speaks in the wilderness. This 

prompted one preacher to note, òI donõt know why 

vitamins are in spinach and not in ice cream but I do 

know that there is no place where Godõs voice can not be 

heard.ó 

 

This text also implies that even when things look barren and empty, there are still 

blessings to be found. When we look at our Temple, sometimes the mistakes and 

errors we see cause us to feel that we are all lost in the desert. But the many good 

things that happen here are more than an oasis in the wilderness. While there may 

be a few bald spots on the lawn, in reality, the Temple of Aaron  is a lush garden. 

There are many examples. Did you know that our USY chapter is consistently one 

of the largest delegations to regional meetings in a Region that includes every 

state from the Canadian border to the Mexican border and from Missouri to Colo-

rado? Did you know that we have one of the largest retention rates for students 

that are post Bar/Bat Mitzvah and our program, consisting of Golden Kepah, Yad 

Hazakah, and student tutors is the envy of other Conservative congregations? Did 

you know that our Strategic Planning program, òLõAtidó has already added over 

100 members into the planning process, 100 members in addition to those who 

already serve in leadership roles, who have decided to help us set our goals for 

the future of our congregation.  

 

We have a large membership and many of our members are active in a wide vari-

ety of community activities. It is hard to attend any major Jewish event in St. Paul 

and not find our members in active roles. Clearly every member canõt be involved 

in every event at the Temple of Aaron. Still we have many families that travel long 

distances to connect with the wide variety of programs that take place every day. 

We have more adults learning at the Temple of Aaron this year than last year. We 

have more members leading parts of the service, giving a Dõvar Torah or learning 

to read Torah or Haftara. In January, we filled the chapel for the Menõs Clubõs 

World Wide Wrap and over a dozen new men and women learned to put on Tefillin 

that day. In February, our Youth Group put on the play Mamma Mia! to a full house 

of adults and teens. In March, we moved our ESL service into the Greenberg room 

and introduced new music and the beginnings of a new format for 

our already popular service.  Since the beginning of the year, our 

Lunch and Learn series has featured four of our own members, 

Professor Ken Fox, Dr. Phil Kibort, Steve Baldinger and Randy 

Lane talking about how Judaism colors the way they do their work 

at the University, at the Hospital, in business and in Law. 

 

There is much more being planned. We hope to finalize plans this 

month for a synagogue trip to Israel early next year and as the 

LõAtid strategic planning events end this month, we will enter a 

new phase where the plans will be put into action. Pay attention! 

You wonõt want to miss a minute!  ñ Rabbi Randall J. Konigsburg 

Make A Gift Today To Build 

The Temple of Aaron  

of Tomorrow  
A Jewish Future or A Secular Future? 

 

For centuries Jews have balanced tradi-

tions and modern society. It is widely 

accepted there are more Jews living in 

the United States than living in Israel. 

Survival is different in America than Is-

rael and Europe. Judaism has survived 

because many Jews believe the essence 

of the Torah is in the details. Judaism 

has also survived because many Jews 

believe the essence of Torah is in its 

spirit. 

   Temple of Aaron has been a distinc-

tively different place because we bal-

ance both beliefs. We have members in 

both categories and they feel good. Tra-

dition teaches that if there is no bread, 

there is no Torah and if there is no To-

rah, then there is no bread. Our future 

will be stronger if we invest today in a 

stronger tomorrow. Modern American 

society continues changing and Judaism 

will need healthy continuous change to 

keep the younger generations more in-

volved. This healthy change will also 

keep the middle generations involved 

and provide assurances to the older 

generations that we are concerned and 

proactive about our future. Please recall 

it was not that long ago that we starting 

seeing Temple of Aaron females at the 

Torah, counted in the minyan, and ac-

tive in leadership. We dared to be differ-

ent by investing time, money and  

energy. 

   A key part of our future is the ongoing 

building of our endowment funds so we 

can continue daring to be different. We 

need more funds to continue supporting 

engaging study for people of all ages, 

holiday celebrations, summer camping, 

musical choirs, ritual items, Israel and 

other endeavors. 

   Invest your money in a Jewish future 

by thinking of a $5,000 or $10,000  

endowment. Be a leader in making sure 

our young people understand why it is 

important to understand and use Jewish 

morals and principles. The other major 

religions have adopted many of our con-

cepts for centuries and it is safe to say 

we need to improve the telling of our 

compelling historical story.. 

   Help Temple of Aaron evolve to make 

an impact in the 21st century. Contact 

Executive  Director Ken Agranoff  

(651-698-874 ext 106 or  

kenagranoff@templeofaaron.org to  

discuss any size gift to prepare a Jewish 

future.   

T 

C 
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    Thank  You          Todah Rabah         ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 

 

Our deep and sincere sympathy 

to the families  

of the following members  

who have  passed away 

 

Adeline Silverman  
Harry Silverman  

Ethel Zalk  
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Thank you (todah rabah) to those listed below who supported our 

Yahrzeit Fund in memory of loved ones with donations of $10 or more 
March 2008  Adar I/Adar II   5768 

Cemetery Planning Saves 

Family Stress  

During Difficult Times  
Contact Executive Director Ken Agran-

off, 651-698-8874 x106, to schedule a 

15-minute meeting to review options, 

locations and financial information. 

Flower planting can be endowed  

forever by creating a fund for $2,000. 

Honor 

Someone 

with an  

Inscribed 

Prayer 

Book  

 
It is a great 

honor for both 

donor and hon-

oree to dedi-

cate a new 

Daily Prayer 

Book for the 

Leifman Chapel. 

   Your desired wording will be included 

on a dedicatory book plate affixed to the 

inside front cover of the prayer book. 

   There is a limit of one book per family, 

so more have an opportunity to honor 

someone. 

   Please mail your desired wording and 

check for $36 to the Temple office,  

attention Kathy. 

Antonovsky, Irene 

Applebaum, Erika & Paul 

Averbakh, Boris 

Behr, Bev & Dick 

Bergeron, Barbara 

Brody, Ed & Beth 

Dietz, Arlene 

Dudovitz, Sophie 

Feldman, Kayleen & Ben 

Garbuz, Khaye 

Gelfand, Mira 

Goldberg, Richard & Gayle 

Gorina, Ira 

Grobovsky, Rick & Nancy 

Grossman, Rose 

Kahn, James 

Kaster, Barbara 

Katkov, Robert & Lois 

Krawetz, Dorothy 

Lerman, Bill & Mary 

Levey, Joanie & Alan 

Levine, Marvin & Harriet 

Liefschultz, Sylvia 

Malmon, Stanley 

Malmon, Cathy 

Marofsky, Edith 

Mastbaum, Mildred 

Meltzer, Rose & Bill 

Michaels, Noreen 

Miller, Ann 

Miller, Diane 

Perelman, Dimitry 

Rosenberg, Gail 

Rosenthal, Goldie 

Rothman, Ann Elise 

Schectman, Susan 

Simes, Josephine & Hymen 

Simkhovich, Raisa 

Simon, Jerome & Yetta 

Sorkina, Mery 

Steinfeldt, Sharon 

Tabert, Deborah & David 

Tilsner, William 

Vysotskaya,Lyudmila & Eydel-

man, Grigory  
Vysotsky, Alla & Gak, Feliks 

Wolkowicz, Joe 

The Sylvia & Lester Gubman 

Family Fund  

for Youth Activities at Temple 

of Aaron Established  
 

Ed Gubman and his sister, Linda  

Gubman are honored to establish  

The Sylvia and Lester Gubman Family 

Fund for Youth Activities at Temple of 

Aaron.  The fund is intended to support 

USY and other youth activities, includ-

ing scholarships. 

   òWe are delighted to start this fund in 

memory of our parents.  Temple of 

Aaron meant so much to them through-

out their lives,ó said Ed.  Sylvia Gub-

man passed away in 1999, and Lester 

Gubman died in October 2007.  òAfter 

my father died, my sister and I wanted 

to do something to create a memorial for our parents in St. Paul, to contribute to the 

Temple of Aaron, which was at the center of their lives.ó 

   Linda noted that, òOur parents put great stock in our participation in Temple youth 

activities, knowing how important they were in helping us appreciate our Jewish heri-

tage.  My own memories of Temple USY, going to meetings, camp, conventions and 

other activities are very, very happy ones.  I know mom and dad would be thrilled that 

this fund will support the Templeõs strong efforts for Jewish Youth.ó 

  Ed and his wife, Rachel, live in Palm Springs, California during the winter and Amery, 

Wisconsin during the summer.  Linda lives in Palm Desert, California. 



MAY WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES 
We display every 5 years and all  

anniversaries of more than 50 years 

˟ˣ˦ ˪ˤˬ 

  5  Jamie & Michael Bell        

15  Marilyn & Stuart Bloom  

15  Tracey & Ken Agranoff            

15  Tracy & Sam Arnold          

20  Lisa & Mark Lerman 

20  Josephine & Hy Simes 

25  Tracie & Gregg  Steinman 

30  Tina & Barry Schwach 

45  Margie & Marvin Scherzer 

50  Arlene & Murray Appelbaum 

53  Carla & Ron Miller 

55  Anna & Mikhail Leyderman 

55  Rae & Arnold Divine 

57  Fran & Sid Jerson 

57  Clara & Israel Watchman 

58  Mary & Sam Saide 

59  Fanya Feygina & Boris Grinshpum 

60  Helen & Itzy Smith 

61  Vivian & Ben Calmenson 

Sisterhood News SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

651-699-9192  

New Childrenõs Books     

New Jewelry 

Torah Yads              

Giftware & Judaica 

We Gift Wrap! 
Graduation & Confirmation Gifts 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah  

& Bridal Registry 

Open Hours: 

Sunday 9:00-Noon 

Tuesday 10:00-2:00 

Wednesday 10-1 & 6-8 pm 

Thursday 10:00-1:00 

By Appointment Call: 

Marcia Taple 

651-688-3030 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

We are in need of volunteers 

to assist in the planning and 

execution of  

The Safrai Fine Arts Gallery 

Art for Sale Event    
Please contact Marcia Taple  

at 651-688-3030 

ˢ˟˶ ˢˡˣ˸ 
Todah rabah to Betty Agranoff and Delia Sevak for placing more than 1,100  

address labels on May Aaronions. 

 

Todah rabah to Carrie & Dan Kleinberger for donating our new exterior lawn sign in 

conjunction with Israelõs 60th birthday. 

Book Club ð Upcoming reads are:  May 18, Beautiful Lies by Alisa Unger; The Man In 

The White Sharkskin Suit by Lagnado. This group meets on the third Sunday of the 

month at The Highland Café and Bakery in Highland Park.  Questions, call Teddy Gerr 

at 651-405-6658 or Anna Specktor at 651-454-4612. 

  

New Education Committee ð Interested in constant learning?  Be a part of a start-up 

group to encourage education on various topics.  Contact Katherine Carlson if inter-

ested at 651-334-5159. 

  

Warm Up America: Community Service Project -  Enjoy knitting or want to learn?  Call 

Catherine Wheaton at 651-730-8330 or Roxanne Portnoy at  

612-334-2725 for more info on this exciting new project.  In the meantime, donate 

yarn, pick up a template to make your own square or receive instructions on how to 

make a square from the Sisterhood Gift Shop.  These squares will be woven together 

to make afghans to be given to those in need. 

  

Torah Fund ð Donations still being accepted.  What is Torah Fund about and why 

should I donate?  Call Julienne Applebaum at 651-699-0153 for answers. 

  

May Closing Program ð May 15, 6:30 p.m. at Temple of Aaron, dinner, installation of 

several officers and harpist Andrea Stern will entertain us.  Ms. Stern was trained at 

The Cleveland Institute of Music, The New England Conservatory and at The Univer-

sity of Arizona.  She has performed all over the world and most recently with the Min-

nesota Opera.  Ms. Stern is the recipient of a prestigious grant from The National  

Endowment for the Arts for a teaching residency at The Francis Music Center, has 

served as adjunct faculty at Winona State University, is currently on faculty at Augs-

burg College in Mpls, teaches at The MacPhail Center for Music and also does private 

teaching out of her home.  In 2006, she was invited to the Fifth International Harp 

Festival in Belgrade to give private lessons, master classes and performances.  She 

also performs in various ensembles and provides music for hospice and healing at 

several facilities.  Check her out at www.andreastern.com.  Please reserve a spot for 

this musical event by sending your $16 check, payable to Temple of Aaron Sister-

hood, by May 8, to Linda Eisenstadt, 704 Bachelor Ave., Mendota Heights, MN 

55118.  To request a vegetarian meal, obtain a ride, or arrange babysitting, call Linda 

Eisenstadt at 651-454-6042.  Any other questions, call Marcia Taple. 

 

Art Show ð Nov. 20-23, Sisterhood will be sponsoring this art-for-sale event featuring 

Safrai, an art gallery from Jerusalem.  Check out their items at www.safrai.com and 

start thinking about redecorating.  Please help out with this event as many, many 

volunteers will be needed both before and during the sale.  Call Marcia Taple to help 

out at 651-688-3030. 

  

Weekly Oneg Bakers Always Welcome ð Please have your baked goods at the Temple 

kitchen by 3:00 p.m. on any Friday.  Your Temple family thanks you. 

  

Building Fund Cards are available at any time with no fuss.  They are just a phone call 

away and are for all occasions.  Call Janet Gordon (651-698-8809) or Sis Goren  

(651-686-0425) and find out what these cards are all about. 
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Israel at 60 Has Local Star  

Miri Taple is 1st place winner of 

the BabagaNewz Big Draw  

Postcard Design Contest. 
  

The objective of the contest was to design 

a postcard for the Israel Ministry of Tour-

ism to invite people to visit Israel during 

its 60th Birthday year.  Miri was selected 

from over 700 entries from the USA and 

Canada.  The design will be used in the 

Babaganewz magazine and on Baba-

gaNewz.com, and the IMOT Israel Ministry 

of Tourism will issue postcards to promote 

travel for Israelõs birthday.  Because Miriõs 

design includes an ElAl airplane, ElAl was 

asked for permission by BabagaNewz to 

use it, and they not only accepted, they 

asked to use it as well in promotions!  She 

will receive a variety of Israel Souvenirs 

for her winning entry. 

   Miriõs design inspiration is in her words:  óI wanted to fit all of the parts of Israel I  

possibly could into the drawing to make people want to see all of the beautiful sites 

there.  The buildings of Israel form into the western wall, which flows into the Dead 

sea. The Israeli flag flies in the background.  The beautiful fruit trees are a big part of 

Israel, so that is why I chose to put the big 60 a symbol of the birthday) there as part 

of the branches. I hope to travel to Israel soon and it would be fun to ride a camel!ó 

   Miri is 11 years old, she attends 5th grade at Capitol Hill Magnet School in St. Paul. 

She attends religious and Hebrew school at the Temple of Aaron.  She loves art and 

fashion design, sewing, piano, hanging out with her big sister Bayley and little brother 

Levi, 2 dogs and 1 cat, and summers at Herzl camp. 

   Mazel Tov to Miri!  Her family and community are so proud of her accomplishment! 

SAVE THE DATE!  
5:15 p.m. Sunday, May 18, 2008 

Temple of Aaron 
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òSoup Kitchen Banquetó 

To Benefit Projects for the Homeless  

and Affordable Housing 
 

All You Can Eat  

Of 3 Delicious Soups 
Family Entertainment 

Special Guest Speaker 

Matt  Entenza 

Founder-Minnesota 2020 

Adults $15 

Ages 10-15ñ$10 

Under Age 10 No Charge 

MMMMM, MMMMM ð Good! 
Not only will your tongue feel good, but 

your spirit will feel even better when you 

attend the Social Action Committeeõs 

Soup Kitchen Banquet on the evening of 

Sunday, May 18.  This event is a fund-

raiser for the Templeõs work to give shel-

ter to the homeless by supporting our 

volunteer efforts in Habitat for Humanity 

and other local housing organizations.  

Our goal is to raise $1,000! 

   There will be three delicious soups for 

you and your family to enjoyñtry one or 

try them all!  In addition to food for your 

tummy, there will be food for thought.  

Former Minnesota Senator Matt  

Entenza, now head of MN2020, will 

speak on new ways that Minnesota can 

address the housing crisis. 

   Food for the spirit?  To lift us up, 

thereõll be music by some of the Tem-

pleõs most talented young people, as 

well as a sing-along of songs you know: 

Home on the Range, Homeward Bound, 

and more home-centered melodies.  

There will be activities for the little ones, 

so donõt leave them at home.  The event 

will be over early enough for them to be 

in bed and rested for school in the 

morning. 

   Canõt come?  Please add your dona-

tion for the Social Action Committee to 

your May dues payment.  Watch for 

more information in the mail soon!  

Bõteavon! 


